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Q.—IIave you any parlicular knowledge about anybody wko
has been co templed to this habit ?

A.—I should say, in thisway., If Fou scll opium to a certain
man of a certain family, othor members will also try and take
opium from that man. I thore o no illicit sale, then it” would
not have heen possibie for other members fo take any surplus
opinm and the rationed quantily would be taken by thie consumer
himself.  1f one person can get his supply from shortweight sales
other people could take advantuge of it because it is to be had.

Q.—Ilave you got any personal knowledge of any such case ?

~A.—T have already fold you that my opinion is derived from
informalion received from lessecs and consumers and ex-lessees.

Q.—Do you have any idea of the price of these savings of
the mahaldars ?

A.—~Tormerly it used to be given at Rs. 6 to Rs. 8, but new
it has gone down to Rs. 2 o Rs. 3. That is my information.

Q.—Why has it gone down now ? -

A.—-1t has gonc down owing to economie depression.

_ Q.—Iaveyou any idea of any smuggling of opium from out-

side the province ? .

A.—-1 believe that there is scme smuggling going on.
Tspecially, some Marwaris or Chinamen smuggle opium into
Assam for the use of their own class of people.

Q.—Has there been any case of smuggled opium in thic

place ? .
A.—Probably there was.

Q.—Have you any knowledge?
A.—Yes there were some cases in the Courts.
Q.—Not very much smuggled opium as far as you know ?

A.—No, not very much. .

Q.—Do you. suspect that some Marwaris and Chinamer
bring opium from outside, and distribute these to their own clas

of people ? D
A.—Yes, to their own class of people.
Q.—Have you got many Chinamen in the district whe con
gume opium P U - b '
, A.—Yes, they are mostly unregistered consuwmers I shoul
say. S : R
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Q.—Well, do you think that this amount of smuggled opium
will endanger, in any way, the present policy of ten per cent.
reduction ?

A-—As rezards the plains, I do not think it will endanger
the policy : but as regards hills, I think it will endanger.

Q.—Do you think this proctice of shortweight siles will in
any way endanger the success of the poliey ?

A.—T am afraid, it will,

Q.—In what way ?

_A—If tho practice gocs on, it will increase the opium-tahing
Labit of the poaple, and othier members will be indaced to take
opium from these members , opium will be smugglel iuto Assam
and the number of unregistered consumers will be increased.

Q.—You suppose then thai the surplus oplum that is saved
by the mabaldais is sold to unregistered consumers ?

A.~Not only to unregistered consumers, but also to those
registered consumers who have not enough ration. Some of the
present registered consumers aire not really consumers.

Q.—Havo you coms across any such cases.

A~-I have heard.

Q.—What do they do with that opium ?

A.~They scll it to others.

Q.~Do you think that thereis a good number of these people ?

A.~Thero are some, but I cannot say how many.

Q —What do you think is the number of unregistered con-
sumers in this district ?

A.~—I should say, 10 to 15 per cant, of the number of regis-
tered consumers,

Q.~—Do you think that most of theso people are clderly peo-
nle or are they younger people ?

A.~—Most of them are elderly people.

Q.—What do you mean by * clderly people ”'?

A.—Preople above 33 years of nge

Q-—Do you mean those that have newly acquired the habit 2

A.—Somo have newly acquired tho habit, wlile some are
already addicted to it.
.. Q—TIftlatbe the case, do you think that it would be a wise
ilen to re-open the register ?

A.—This is & very difficult question. Bat I should say that
those who nro confirme. addicts should be brought on the register.

There are again new cousumers who are youngsters, and they
should be stopped. -
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'Q.—At what age would you put it ?

A.—3Bclow 30 years, no passcs should be issued. If any
pass is to be issued to those between .30 and 40 years of age, it
should be temporary. They must apply within a certain time.

Srrsur BRINDABAN CHANDRA GOSWAMI:—Are.
these passes to be issued having regard to age ?

A.—Passes may be issued to confirmed addiets above 30 years'
No passes are to be issued to anybody below 30 years.

‘CHAIRMAN :—Even if they be confirmed addicts?

" A.—7Yes. Only in the case of confirmed addicts between
30'and 40 years. And these are to be temporary.-

'Q.—What do you mean by temporary passes?

A.—They must give up the habit by a certain time, ay in
four or five years. .

Mr. DAWSON :—Between the age of 30 and 40, the pacse
should be made temporary ?

A.—Yes.

OHAIRMAN :—Tor persons above 507 2

A.—They should be allowed permanently.

Q.—]E’or those between 40.and 50 7

A.—They should be given permanent passes if they are
confirmed addicts. )

CHAIRMAN :—Now suppose the fegister is opened. What
will 3;0;1 do with applicant? How will it' be knotvn that he is an
addic

- A.—Regular -enquiries should be made as to how many
years he had been taking opium. If itis found that he has
been taking for a-short duration by resorting to cpium- got by
shortwelght sales, he should be rejected ; but 1f he has used it for
a long time there the case is ditferent.

Q.—Who should make the enquiry ? Would you depend on
M-"% 1 Officér?

| L only. Medical Officer; he is not always right.
' people should be consulted sueh as gaoubmas,
b ex 1eepectab10 pecple of the village.

NG & approve of the formation of a commit-

~dd be on the committee ?
sgly UNE*sal Offiver and three non-



b

Q.—~TWould you take a member of tho Couneil ?
A.—1I do not mind.

Q.—Would you depend on the Tistriet Officer ?
A.—Of courso to a great deal.

Q.—Would you adviso that he should be the sole aunthority,
to decide whether the man is an opium addict or not, and should
be given a pass ?

A.— At any rate he should take tlic opinion of the mauzadars
and other respectable people, e.g., the gaonbura and others.

Q.—Do you suggest any reduction in thoe price of the treasu-
ry opium P

A, ~No.

Q.—Should it be increased ?

A.~No, That will induce smugglers from other places.

Q.—Your suggestion is to create an effective public opinion
to clieck the opium habit by regular temperance associations ?

A.—We should make propaganda work; whatever you do,
whatever action you take, you cannot check the opium habit
unless there be regular propaganda. If you reduce it by forco,

probably smvgglers will come in and take their place.
Q.—Your suggestion is by temperance propaganda?
A—~Yeos.

Q.—Xave you any other suzgestion ?

A.—No.

Q.—Would you approve of the suggestion that Government
should spend a certain amount of money for the sake of tempe-
rance propaganda ?

A.—TYes,

Q.—Do you think that it will be reasonable for Government
to allot a certain amount of money for that purpose ?

A.—They may allot but it les with the people to sce that it
is successful,

Q.—What do you think of the suggestion thatin crderfo
cradicate the opinm habit, a notice should bo issued declaring
that after G months all issues of opinm to all consumers below
the age of 50 would be stopped altogether P

A.—1 should like to see it cradicated but the suggestion may
not bo practicable. If you stop it at once there should be an
increase of staff.  You cannot check the habit at once. People
will resort to smugzling and o cultivation of poppy. Lven now
there is poppy cultivation in the Mikir Hillsand 1* ° n
u recent case of detection, The Labit will take
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Q.--You know {here are some people who have gol passes
but have not got enough rations.  Would you advise that their

rations should be increased P

A.—1 do not advise.

Q.—You advisc that Governmen!t. should confinue {histfen
per cent. reduetion, and in five vears’ {ime there will be no more
opium issued to avyone excepting to those above the age of 207

A.—TI think the policy should confinue. Tt is {oo early at
the present juncture to stop it altogether. On account of tho
ceonomwsic depression ; even if you increase the ration of the con-
sumer, perhaps no consumer will take his full ration for want of
money. Iven if you rc-open the register, you will find that those
who are given & tolas cannot buy more than 3 tolas.

().—Can it not bo due to the fact that they get smugsled
opium at a lower rate?

A.—Dcrhaps not. It may beso inavery few cases that
they getl it at a low rate but I do nct believe there is any smug-
gling into the distriet.

Examined by Mr. DAWSON :—

Q.—Take the case of a man over the age of 50, supposing he
has a ration of 1 tola per month and that he is quite satisficd
with this, do you think it does him much harm ?

A.—It may not. I cannot say definitely, because I have
got no expericnce. That is my dificulty.

Examined by Srisuvr MATENDRA NATH GOHAIN—

Q.—You know Government is reducinz 10 per cent. every
vear, can the opium-cater babituate himself to this, or does he

fecl that it is forced on him ?

A.—It is no doubt forced on him. Dut in any case he will
have to become habituated to it.

Q.—"Will they not hanker for their full ration ?

. A.—Prcbably they may. These men will hanker for any-
thing.

Q.—You say that these Marwaris and Chinamen smuggle
opium only for their own people. How can you say that they do
not sell it to other opium-eaters ? *

A .—1I bave already told you that I have no personal know-
ledge. \

Q.—Is it also not possible that they may scll ?

A.—They may bartcr.
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CHATIRMAN :—This is only your guess?

A.—Yes. Y

Q.—Do you say that you want & small commirtee of influen-
tial people ritting 1n the town? Will they bo able to find out
who is a real addict and whois not or will it be betler for the
Deputy Commissioner or the Medieal Officer of the district to do
it ?

A~~What can a Medical Officer do ? -
Q.—You like that the Deputy Commissioner should “be
Lielped by tho Medical Officer ? -
A.~There should be o regular eaquiry. .
.. Q.~—Should it bo in the town ?

A.~—TNot in the town but in the village—in the interjor.

:  Q.—SBuppose in Nowgong o committee is formed with your-
sclf, Mr, Goswvami ard Khan Bahadur Nuruddin Ahmed, will
you then be able to know who are real consumers ?

A.—They wil make some enquiries and put it bofore the
committece,

Q.—Supposing you take the help of the local people ?

A.—That should be done everywhero ; the commitico will
be helped by the local people.

Lxamined by Srisur BRINDABAN CHANDRA GOS-
TWAMI:—

Q.~—You said that duo to this policy there has been an

x;lncrcgsc in the number of unregistered consumers. AMay I know
oW

A.—There were no unregistered consumers before this policy
was innugurated, There was no pass system, People who secrot-
ly took opium were very small in number; row the number is
very large.  Previously it was 1 in 1,00 ; now it_is 10 or 20
in 1,000. It is vory large.

Q.—You say, smuggling in the hills endangers this polioy
of 10 per cent reduction. Is there any reduction in the hills ?

tEA.—That question is to De answered by tho departmental
staff.

", Q.~Do you krlor that there is no ten per cent, reduction in
the hills ? ,

A.—I have heard so.

Q-—But I find that consumption in the hills has gone down
very low in spite of their beicg no registration or 10 per cent.
reduction ? oo v

- N
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$rryur ROHINT KUMAR CHAUDIURL:—~Is it a case of *
a medicat certificate or molical preseription? - .
A.~7Nol prescription. Supposing he gets chronie dysentery:
ho must be given a pass. o
Srigur BRINDABAN CHANDRA GOSWAMI :—Do you
not consider that even if you throw opon the register, there will
be an impiession in people’s minds that even afterwards they
can take to the habit again and that there may again be a time
when the register would have to be re-opened ?
A.—1 have considered that aspect.
Q.—Will it not give an impetus to some at least o tako to
that habit? |
A—~Why should it ? The registers arc not for new con-
sumers but only for those who have not heen registered provious.
Iy.
Txamined by Rar Banapur NILAMBAR DATTA—
" Q.—You said that the present Government policy is s partial
success. Then are you definitely in favour of continuing the

present cut for the remaining five years?

A.—The dofeets sbould be romedied. .
, Q—Arc you in favour of continuing the policy for the

remaining five years?

A—Yes

Q-—What do you suggest for fachling this shortweight
problem ? s

A.—1 think some sorf of pill system should Le introduccd.
You should also increase the number of proventive officers.

Q.—Have you any iden that this 10 per cent. reduction and
oo bigh prico of opiom peid by oo emregsiered cvnsumer e
turned the mass people into poverty ?

A.—~How can it be ? Becauso formerly, they used to buy
2 tolas, but now they buy 1 tola, If the price is raised from
Re. 1-8 to Rs, 2, the quct remains the same. '

' Q.—Have you any idea of the price of the opium which tho

lessee generally charges to an uwnregistered opium consumer? -

A.—1I have alrcady said. Two to 3 rupeos. Previously it
was b to 6 rupees.,

. Tsomined by MAvravr ABDUR RAHIM CUAUDIU-

. Q—You have said that you are in favour, of opening the
register to those who are confirmed addicts. May we ' -0 o
exactided for how long this register is to remain
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A.—7You will have to consider all applicatjons. You wil
have to consider locally who are unregistered consumers. and
how long they have been using opium. They should all bo
given previous notice for a month or so that the register would

be open.
.Q.-—Perhaps you know that notice was issued to the people
previously to the effect that the register would be closed on 3

.

given date ?

A.—T should say pcople do not get notice if you put it in
the kutchery compound. It is issued to the gaonburas who take
a month topublish it. I have no knowledge how the registra-
tion were done previcusly. ) )

Seryor ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :—Do you know
that many confirmed addicts have been compelled to give up
their habit on account of economic difficulties?

A, —Ves,

Q.—And vou perhaps know also of several instances in
which opium-eatcrs have given up their opium habit under force
of circumstances ?

A.—TUnder force of circumstances, pecple have been com-
pelled to take one meal a day. ‘Wiil they mot go Dback to their
habits when prosperity reluwrns? During the non-co-operation
movement a great many people gave up their opium habit, but
when the movement subsided they again fook it up.

Q.—But not cent. per cent. ?
A,—Not cent, per cent, So I say there should be some pro-
paganda. o " ‘
Srsvr BRINDABAN CHANDRA GOSWADMI :—=Does
propaganda mean keeping opium in front of them ?
"~ A, —Non-co-operation brought about a check gradually. If
you do something fof the sort now people Will not béligve it.
Government will be suspected of having a motive behind the
propaganda. ' )
MavLavi ABDUR RAHIM CHAUDHURY ;—ghould the
propaganda be by Governmernt agency,? =~ 7 T T °
CHAIRMAN :—Would it not be better if Government offi;
cers asked people to give it up ? : ~
A.—People will think that Government tyant them {o take
more opium. =~ ‘ -
Szrsor ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI:—Do %eoglf_i
heliove that Government Want that opium should continug. - °

|
|
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Q.:-Sco if the Deputy Commissisner, wien he goes out on
tour asks the people to discontinue, what will happen ?

A~They will not believe ; that is the mentality of the
peopljel. ot

CHAIRMAN —Some muy believe.
- A.—Gen¢rally people in the village are tot very intelligent.

Srryor ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDIIURI :—Yon do nof
seriously beliovo that opium addicts will be any the more worse if
they do not get opium ?

A.~Thave rio pérsonal ogperience, That matier bas been
thoroughly discussed in other Commissions and I do not know if
some bad effects would not come out of it if they are not allowed
ogum. 1€ mdy bo for sonie time that they may havo some  diffi-
culty.

Q.—After the period of suffering had passed would they be
better ?

| S N

ALt hav'é:xid é<petience
Q.—You have said that some rogistered opium consumers
aro not.actually consumers Do you not think that if you throw
opetl tho'Yegister' aguid, there i8 & risk of taking in somo pre-
tending consumers ?

A8 T say that there should be a full enquity sud only
tho real addicts should bo allowed.

. Q.—Do you think that the unregistered consumers are get-
ting their rogular supply of opium ?

A.—Yes from the lessees. The lessees must dispose of the
sHortweight: ’

Q1 il not phssiblo that thoy soll §t t6 thobd whose rations
lidvo bden cut'? .

’ - -

. A..—In that case, we would find that all the rations men-
tioned in tho passes bave been sold.  Biif in mjany casde, in about
GO to :10 per cent. of cases, the full ration has not been taken.

Q.—Do you talk of recent yedrs ? !
A.—At least in recent years.
Q-—What valuo would yoagive to medical opinion-in the

commatice if medieal opinion was to the cfiect that n man does
not want opium ?
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A.—T would consider that opinion along with other c'roum-
stances. T woulld add that medical epinion is by itscll not conclu-
sive,

Q.—On the whole, atfempt should be made to prevent
shortweight sales ? '

; A.—Yes ; also to bring in actunl consumers on the regis-
er,

Q.—You mean by consumers those to whom opium is neces-
sary for tho preservation of their health and existence ?

A—~Ycs.

Snxyur BRINDABAN CIOANDRA GOSWAMI :—Can
you give us an iden of the price of contraband opium ?

A.—I am sorry I have ro idea.

CIHAIRMAN :—Tor the sake of stopping shortweight would
you advocate the idea that opium should bhe sold by Government
oflicers ? :

A.—My opinion is not favourable to that. Te who goos to
Lauka isa Ravana, 1 should think if the pill form is introduced
and also if {he preventive stafl is more careful something can be
done, ) :

Q.—8upposing you have a Government officer to distribute
opium. Would that net Lelp the situation ?

A.~ But who will give the guarantee that Government
officers would not also be dishonest P

No. 2.

(Srrrvr MOTI RAM BORA, Srisvr BIDYADHAR BARUA
and Sryvr GIRISH CH. BARUA were examined toge-
ther, The questions werc answered by Srrgur BIDY A-

" DHAR BARUA.)

Examined by the CHAIRMAN—

Q.—You have scen the replies given by Srijut Girish
Ch. Barua in the printed replies ?

A—~Yes,
Q.—Do you generally agree with him ? o
A~-Xes. '
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Q —Do you think that the opium policy has proved a suce
cess beyen) expectation ? .

A —T do not say it is beyond espectation, but it has suc-
ceeded, 1t has proved asuccess. }

Q.—In what way ?

A.—T1 has proved a success as it has stopped* the younger
gencration from tahing oplum.

Q.~1Is that ono of tho reasons ?
_A—Yes Opium consumption has fallen down.

Q —Do you know of any opium addiets who havo given up
tahing opium ?

A —Yoe. Lots of opium addicts have given up.

Q.—Is it due to this policy ?

A.~—~Notonly due to this policy, but also to the temperance
moyement canied on by the Congress people.

Q —Is that effect of tho Congress, movement still conti-
nuing ?

A —Ycs. There is o strong popular opinion against opium
nowadays.

Q.~—Do you think that these people who are supposed to
have given up the habit have resorted to smuggled opium, or to
mahaldar’s opium got by shortweight ?

A —8muggled opivm is very small. Tkey purchaso from
the malialdars from the latter's savings.

Q —Do yon think that some of the people who have given
up the habit go to the mahaldars 2.

A.—Some poople who have giten up tho opium habit go to
the mahaldars ~ We know many who havo given up tho habit
and not resorted to it again. That is another reason for saying
that this policy has proved to be n success

Q —Then you supposo that there is not a large number of
people whe have resorted to any illicit source of supply ?

A.—No ; not a Iarge number of people.
Q.—Do jou know if there is any smuggled opinm ~coming
into this distriet ? - -

- {
A.—~Very small quantity may come. ' R
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Q.~~Tlave you got any ides abouf how niuch is coming ih ?

A.—TIt is very difficult to say. My information is that.
previously thore was smuggling ihthis distiiet to & very - great
e:glt;oxlb, but nowadays smuggling bas gone down almost to
nil.

. Q—~Have you seen tho statcmuent of the Excise Superin-
tendent of Nowgong that this pelicy has proved to be a failure
inasmuch as tho decrease in the consumption of Government

treasury opium has been more than substitutéd by opium from
illicit sources P ‘

A.—ITt is very casy to say, but it is very difficult to subs-
tantiate. ' '

Q.—Then this statement of the Excise Superintendent is
not correet ?

A.—No. It is not correct.

Sr1yor GIRISH CH. BARUA :—It is said by the Exeise
Superintendent that smuggling in opium exists. to a large

extent., I speald from my experience as an ez-lessee that this
statement is not correct. :

Q.—Do" you advocate continuing of the policy for five
years ?

A,~Certainly.

Q:~~Will it not-eudanger he policy on'dccount-of tlie exist-
ence of shortweight sales ? :

A.—Gértainly. We take exception to the mannerin which-
shortweight sales have been dealt with by Government, we are

of. opinion that Government should take - effective sfeps’ and
Government could have stopped these if they wished,

Q.~~What steps should Government fake ?

A.—Piut it in tubloid form’as somde pills, or in phials, o in
some liguid forin in‘whitly homecpathic” medicines. are- given.

Q.—Any other suggestion ?

A.—T should prefer-Assanitse people to beTessees. I mienn~
educated respectable people with a certain sense of morality.-

Q.—Do you advoqaté appointment of outsiders ?
A.—T totally objct to them. They have mb sympathy for
the people. Mostly these outsiders are responsible for smuggling

1

v LR

if there is any and they cohie‘Trefé: for' toney.
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Q.— What kind of people aro they? -

- A~~Ttis the up-country people. There are some Marasaris
also in it. e B

Q.—Are there any Chinamen ?

A.~—Yes, in the Darrang gardens there nre -Chinamen
misinis. : i .

Q.—1t is then your opinion that the policy has proved to be
o success, Do you think that the cxistenc of untegistered
consumers, would in some way endanger the policy ?

A.~—1t has endangered the policy to some extent becanse_of
the shortweight sales.

Q.—1It is almost impossible fo stop shortweight. TWould
you advocato the idea of bringing these uunregisternd consumers
under registration ?

" A.—Certainly not. It hasbeen suid both by Government
ond the people that opium is a vice then why ehould it bo
continved ?

Q.—The motive behind would be to stop smuggling and
llicit practice ?

A,~Tt may be but T think, there are ofbor means by which
smuggling can bo stopped, You cannot do it by this way—not
by opening  the register,

Q.—Wonlgd you not advoeate opening of the register because
some consumers might have been missed at the {ime when
registers were opened last time ?

.. A= donot think there aro such addicts. It is difficult to
decide who is a réal addiot.

‘Q.—Did you not think that there were somo people  here
in Nowgong, who were nddicts for a lopg time, and who
have been missod at the timp of régistration in 1929 ?

A,~1 do not think sp.

Q.~You know that registers were thrown open in 1020.

« At that time'thote was o notification issued: by, the Government

that ‘st {ha ond of, I think, Ssptcmber 1929, theso xegisters would
not bo opened any moro.

A.—All peoplo japplied. andall, of {hem got pass.cs We
know that many passes hnve licen fsstod by the Deputy. Commis-
Sloner, - : ’

L)
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Q.-—~Wero you not thrown ‘out ?
A.—Tor ono yesr I was thrown out.

Q.—Iow do you know that they do not consumo it them-
sclves and that they purchase it for business P~ -

A.—These persons gencrally confess to the lesseos. *

Q.—1I suppose there is ncneral mtxmacy "bétiveed Tl - lessee
and the consumer ? L

A-"“YCS. . > -\E«'l.’ 114,4

Q.—Have you any idea of the pumber of the .ndfegistercd
consumers ? ,

A.—T have dealt with that in questlon No 4:. .
Q.—Do you think that many of them are, gentlemen ?
A.—Yes. :
Q.—These people knew at the tlme Whpn the notlﬁcatxon
was Jséhed By the Government ?
—»They knew but did not corie forward bemg ashazﬁe‘d of
public opinion.
Q.—Belore this ngitation in -the Cauncil -they were not
ashamed ? s
A.—No. Generally they do not come to tbe shop the m-
selves ; they used to purchase throtigh some‘agent.
Q.—Werc they ashamed of taking opitih ° previous to the
Councxl resolution in 19%1 to stop opium'?

A.—I have no idea. 'Prévious to 1921,'T wa it in Assarn
Q.—Amongst these unregistered consumers are theré yourig

people ? e e
A.—Many. S

! -

Q.—Did they newly acquire the habit ? o
A.—Yes. Atpresent such people are few. At the time I
was a_lessee there were many. .
Q --Ydu sold’ opmm‘ ‘to thiém- P Cor T T
A Y e, -
Q.—At what price ?
W -—At the tim¥ the ‘price was'hot'Yery' I'ngh
Q. _Y'éu earried’on éhmtw’eln'hﬂ sales - :
A.—Yes.
Q.—To registered or to unrevlstmed coﬂkumezs P

A.—Both.
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Q —Were the regfistered consnmers eatisfied with the redueed
ration ?

A.—Yes, they were satisfied

Q. ~Do-you know that some of them got more than what
they should have-got ?

A.—Yes, generally in my shop there wero about 350 pass
bolders and 10 ot 12 complawned to me about their ritions.
Others did not complain
Q.—Did they know that.you werpigiving shartpeight #
A~Yer
Q —Where was your shop ?

A.—At Jakhnlabandha nod, Borjnri .

Q —What was the number of registercd,consumers ?
A=~350; i}

Q.—About how many unregistered consumers ?

K 50

0Q.— 1t will be very interesting if yru give somo suggestions
as to how these shortweight sales can be stoj ped ?

‘A -1 hove given my shggestion,

Q —XHave you got any more suggestions than those made id
your statendent ?

A.~No other suggestions

Q.—Vo you think, if Government officers are appointed to
sell opium 1t would help ?

1

A" “ % * "1 help other
wisg no ) ' Jess the present
system " packets with

celluloid paper and it would be less cdstly.
Q.—fave you' heardiof tHe practice of the smugpling of
opium ?
. AX-I“have no cxperience. Yhave no persoonl idea: about
smugg;}ed opium. !
Q.—Did you hear of smyggled! opiim! front other 1essecs ?
A. 71 did not hedr from other lessees of this district.
dist Qt—?-])o you think that smuggled opium is coming idto this
istrio

. .. A~Thave already replied to that. I havo not-heard: of it
in tbis district. !

MR, DATSON :—~In fact you do not know ?

A—TIdo not Lnovw.

s
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CHATRMAN:~There are some people who are registered
consumers below the age of 80 or 85.  Would you ad\ ocate the
cancellation of their passes ?

" SristT BIDYADHAR BARUA :—In the case of those who
hlave been using opium fm the lasé five yeazs I do not advocate
this., -~ | : I

Q~—Do.you advoca,fe thzs policy of ten peL cent. cut ? A
A.—1Tt should continue. S R
Q.—Would it not be tantalisi: g the opium- eaie*s:? — 0
A.—Tt is not tantalising ; they will get accustomed’ to this,

Q.-—Would you stop it at once P~ < ¢ 5 . v o
A.—1 have already said, I would stop 11; to-day
Q.—Is it practicable ? R

. A.—If courage is taken in both hands, it would’ be -practica~
le. ' ‘ LT b

Q.—Snpposing Government continues this poliey for five
years, would you change the price of the Treasuyy- opium P

A.—Tt may remain as it is. ‘ g

Q.—What steps do you suggest to cr eate eﬁ"ecmve opinion fo
stop 'this opiom habit ? - .

A —JIf Government and the pubhc both combme pubhc
opmlon could very easily be created.
. Q.—Would you .advise that Deputy Commmsmners Extra
Ascistant Commissioners aund Sub-Deputy Collectors, whén they
go out on tour, should lecture to the people ?

A —J do not think they need lecture, let them express
themselves that they are in favour of opium disappearing. That
would be a very effective propaganda.

: Q.— Would not that creats a suspicion in the minds of the
peodple that Government officers have some ulterior motive ? .

A.—T do not think so, because there would be no countel
propaganda from outside.

. Examined by Mr. DAWSON :~You frankly admitted that
nhen you were a lessee you gave shortweight,?

A. -—-Yes o

| q—why ?
-+, A.~For money: < - '
Q.—Was it because you could not get suﬁiclent net profit

otherwise ? _ S ‘ ;
Al_YeSo ' ’ -

4
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- QDo yoti-remembet how much legal profit, your gt per
seer P ER T AN R

A.—I cannot say that exactly now. oaen f
37 Q.2 Row ‘mixy seers did you sell monthly infike: years 11026
ta1929 2 ) et

.

. A =1 thmk nbout 12 seers or so.,

R _ _Q.;}—Zput \ou cunnot tell ma whnt your net proﬁt \vns P

" A~ do’ not cxnctly remember. Bag T c'm 1, sny thnt the
Govemment profit was not enough. Besides there n a teudency
t.o gct money. when there is an opportumty

P ,/

Q 1 think in your stntement you “said thnt thlese * sl\ops
should be settled with the Assamese P N

A ~—Yes. )
5in Q —-V\’ould this help to check sllortwewht eales ? -r
. ,A—With tho present method it is useless, :

" grisbr ROHINI KUMAR CH&UDHURI —Why do you
want Afsumr’se

n :2\ —=IJf, thev Are nppmntod smumvhng woiild be lbss, Thcy
are hot'so clever’ in $muggling opium from outside.

CHAIRMAN"—Do you mean that the Assumcsc Jave not
outside c(mnecuon 7

ol —-ch, they ]m.vc ontslde counectmu. But they are not
80 clpvcr. : f g
1o Mr. DAWSO\I -—I)o vou.thmk lhat tl\ero isa consldcnﬂ)lc
number of unrc"lstued consumers at present ? PR

A=At tho tihe’ of writing the raply, 1 thou"ht“thnt
1() por cent, of .the t tal consumers might by’ unrc"btcrcd con®
sumers 3 but now after consulting many persons and Tesseos. T amh
dul‘nmtcly of opinion that akout Gor 7: per;cent., are - uanletcrcd
consumers. 'lhxsms due to economm dlﬁicultxcs.j S

CHATRMAN: —Supposm" the cconomic contlltlomlmmoves,
a3 wo all hopo it will, will the number of unrc"ls'cnd consumers
nlsQ Jnorease 2 5
AT g
« Q—Take ﬂm case of \kau- nms 'I‘hcy are not purchasing
the full ration on account of cconomic depression.” : Do you think,

if the cconomic coudmon 1mproves, thcse pcoplc will 1ucrcaso
theif rations ?

5 Doviae I her s

A.~—Yeos,
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. Q.—The real romedy would be to tell th it i
bad to tako opium ? Y e pcople that it is

A —Yes,

Q.—Until you make good propaganda, you will not weed out
tho evil ? ’ \ :

A.—1If you do not give them opium you will stop the habit.

Examined by Srisor MAHENDRA NATH GOHAIN:—

Q.—You say that you sold your savings mostly to unregis-
tored consumers ?

A.'—TO Ibotho

Q.—In the majority of cases, you sold to unregistered con”
sumers ?

A.—~Yes.

Q.—Supposing these unregistered consumers ‘were- ‘given
passes, would you have Dbeen able to dispose 'of shortweight
savings P

A.—Then I would have created a new market. in outside
places where there is a demand.

Q.—If there had been no unregistered consumers round
about your shop, then you would have been ocompelléd to “take
it outside for sale ? ‘

A.—Yes. A

Q.—Why do the registercd consumers ask for more opium ?

A.—They fall ill'; or’ whén he asks for more, lie'thinks he
requires more opium at that time. Therefore, he takes more
quantity than the normal. This I.am speaking from ‘my personal

knowledge.

Q.—Government is- redncing this opium ration by -10 per
cent. each year. Do‘you think that opium-eaters are habifuating
themselves to this reduction ?

A,—For a:day or two they may feel difficulty.

Q.—Can they remain satisfied ultimately ?

A.~Certainly.

' Q.~Will'they be satisfied ?

A.—The whole thing is: if you give them more opium they’
would certainly want more. That is the case with all* intoxicas
ting drugs; ' ' , '

Bxzaminéd by Mz. B. S ROFFEY =

-Q..~Whien-you-had a 'skop, were you in -the habit' of pur-
chasing smuggled opium ? - -

A.~No.
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Q.—Your supply was about 12 seers ?

A~Yes.

Q.—What was the amount of savings at the end of the
month that you got out of these 12 seers?

A.—About 12% per cent. But my salesman used to cut
something more for his own use.

Q.—You say you had 50 non-consumers ?

A.—Yes, about that number.

Q.—All this 12} per cent. you sold to these 50 people ?

A —Yes; also to casual consumers, I snpplied some to
registered consumers and some to non-registered consumers. The
casual consumers took it for kenillowas (opium consumers)
in festive occasions. During this time they reqguire more.

Q.—How many non-consumers had this amount of 12} per
cont. divided between thom ?

A.—About 50 or so.

Q.—~Did you make any adulteration besides giving short-
weight ?

A.—No. When I saw the caso of Domai I came to my
senses, and from that time 1 made enquiries abont opium-eaters
and {reated them justly.

Examined by Srusvr BRINDABAN OHAXDKA GO3-
WAMI: —

Q.—Thero are some people who take opium on festive
occasions and not on other oceasions

. A~—Yecs; thatisin the Halidkara and Biku. 'the super-
stition is this: whenever an clephaunt is caught some oprum must
bo smohed in honour by kanikhoons

Q-—How much da they consumo ?

A.—That depends on the number of people consuming.
Generally they smole it.

Q.—They are not in the habit of eating opium ?
A.~They gencrally smoke on such oceasions.
. CHAIRMAN:—Do you know that somo peoplo smoke
opium ?
A.—I havo no porsonal knowledgo,
Examined by Rar Bauapur NILAMBAR DATTA :—
. Q—Do you think that the policy of reluction should not he
givon effect to in tho case of confirmed addiots whose age is 40 2

. A—It should be given effect to  The cut should continue
irrespeotive of tho age of the man. o
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A,—Unregistered opium-caters are not veterans,

Q.—Iow do you propose to help them in buying opium-?

A.—They should not buy.

Q{.——-Hmc you any idea of the present price paid by the:
unregistered men ? -

A.—1I haye no idea, but I havye heard that.prices have gone
down due to economic depression.

Q.—Would it be three times more than the treasury price ?

A.—Not now ; they might have been in the {ime of the
boom.

Q.—Do you think that the price of illicit" opium: has: gone
down temporarily ?

A.—Yes,

Q.—You admit that it has gone down temporarily ?-

A.—1I do not know whether it is temporary or not.

Q.—Do you think that a medical certificate is a sure guide
to delermine whether a man is an addict or not ?

A.—T do not think that the doctor can safely say when a
man wants opium. It is not a safe guide.

Q.—Can you suggest any means by which passes can be
secured for actually needy persons?

A.— All the needy persons have already got passes: But
whoever has acquired the habit rewly. he should give it up, and
should not get a pass.

Q.— Are you of opinion that those young: people who are
now taking opium withont obtaining passes are not really opium-
eaters ?

A.—They are not really opium-eaters. But there will be
very few, say, about 10, who are real opium-eaters.

Q —So would you have an enquiry by the Depuly Gommis-
sioner or by non-officials with a view to ascertain whether they are
needy persons?

A.—1T do not think this enquiry is to their interest.

Q.—Am I to understand- that- this policy should continue
and that there should be no fresh issue on any aceount ¥

A.—That is my view. Ifa man is ailing, he can go to the
doctor and get a prescripiion.

Q.—But if a man wants opium on account of old age or
dysentery for along time ?
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A~—TItds not tohis interdst, ™

Q.—THave you any personal knowledgo that veteran opium-
caters have stopped the habit of taking opium ? ,

A —T havo already said so.
Q.—Does he not suffer in health?®,
A.—On the other hand he improves in health,

Q—Do you mean to say that this opiumlhn’pit can be very
casily cured ?

A.—TIf it is earmestly and honestly tried, it can be cured.
Q.—Were,you a visitor of the Jail ?
A.—Yes; not now.

i

Q.—Have you met an opium-cater to whom opium was not
supplied but who was a convict?

A.—1Tn oase of every conviet, opium is slopped

Q.—Are you sure of this? T have also been a jail visitor in
Dibrugarh. Things are different ?

A.—My experience is also different.

Seyur MOTI RAM BORA:~I was splso in jail for
some time. I know of opium-eators; thoy nre given no oputm,

Q —DBut politica) convicts are different?

A—I am not talking'of political convicts, I am falking of
other conviots who are hot getting opium.

Q—T think you have alrendy s0id this ten por cent. reduct-
ion is cansing no hardship at all ¢

A.—Tt is eyusing no haidship-

Lxamined by Srrivr RO QINT KUMAR CTIAUDHURI—

Q.—You said thdt very Iittle ojfum was smuggled and that
the Ixcise Superintendent’s statoment was not true? May I
know how jou camo to this conclusion?

.. A —Tt is quitc obyious, 1f more opium was smugsled and
if Tixcise officors knew, it, they should limve detected it~ If they
did not do so, how can they claim that there is smniggled opium $
Q—May I know why Excisc officers aro vory eager to
mahe out a case for smuggling ?
¥

A.—Yor their own existence
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JRar Bapavur NILAMBAR DATTA :—1I think, you will
admit that it is a common practice to sell opium in short-
weight.

A —Yes,

QQ.—Do you know why the mahaldars are not detected *

A.~—1I do not know why this question is asked of me. Every-
body knows that mahaldars sell shortweight. ’ -

Q.—Havo you any objection to speaking more plainly as to
why it is not cheeked ?

A.—There are some rcasons behind it.

Q.—What arc the reasons ?

A.~—The Excise stafl can be easily influenced.

Me. ROFFEY :—Have you ever bribed an Excisc officer ?

A.—No.

Sursur BIDYADIOAR BARUA :—Itis generally known
thal Excisc oflicers are casily influenced by the mahaldars.

Q.—There arc black sheepin the Excise Department ?

A.—That department is so bad nowadays that is diﬁ‘lculf
ta pick out good people. There may be some, but the genera
impression is against them.

Ra Bauapur NILAMBAR DATTA :—At what rate did
you soll shortweight ?
A.—1I gave 14 annas instead ¢f 16 annas.

(Q —You had a frce hand and po one det;ectcd1 your shop
during the continuation of four years you bad been a, lessee

A.—They detected when I was a lessce.

Q.—How many times ?

A.—3 or 4 times.

Q.—Were you fined heavily in each case ?

A.—Not in each ease, but I was fined heavily.

Q.—Was this the reason why you lost the shop ?

A.~—Yes. )

Q.—Can you say definitely that you have not offered any

bribe ? Lo ‘
A.~-~T have not offered any bribe.

Q.—Are you the only person amongst the lessees who nsed to
do this business of shortweight, or do you know of any other
lessee doing the same thing ? .

|
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A.~If thera were no shortweight sales, the charm of {aking
a shop would be lost. ’

Q —Your opinion is that the supply of opiom from Go
vernment treasury should be immediately stopped if possible ?

A-IE pxnssible, it should be stopped at once,

Q.—1In case of persons who are under a certain age ; is this
your view ?

A.—Yes; say 40 years ; but I have since heard from many
people that 50 years sliould be the age.

i
Q.—Qtherwise the present policy ‘should be continued ?
A.—Yes. No now passes should beissued.

No. 3.
(After lunch).

(Caprarx J. M, SIKDAR, Civil Surgeon, was examined by
the CHATRMAN)—

Q.—~We would like to get your idea generally regarding
several of the questions from the standpoint of the medical profes-
sion. I take it that you have read the questionnaire.

A—Yes.

Q.—What do you think of the opium policy of ten per cent.
annusl reduction ? Do you think that it has met with success or
with failure ?

A.—I think, it is a success, though not to the full extent as
desired,
Q.—In what way do you supposc it has been a suceess ?
A—In reducing the quantity of sales and tho number of
consumers, s
Q.—Do you think that there are corsumers who have given
up tho habit? '

A —Yes, there ste some who have given up their habit.
Mostly it may be on account of economic depression. It may also
Yo partly due to tho policy of ten per cent. cut adopted by the
Government. '

. Q.—Do you think that due to this policy the youngcrvgcncrn-
tion are being prevented from taking to opium ? -

A.~Yes.

‘
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- Q—Do.yon know if there is any smugg ]ed opium coming in-
to this district ?

- Ae—Yes, there is smugeling and smugeled ppium is coming
info the (hctmct I uave got o conviet in the jail ; he is-a
Chm man, Lumchung by name. He has been convncted to one
year's rigorous 1mpusomm,nt - :

Q.—Any other case r
A.--No other at present.

Q.—Supposing we continue this ten per ecent. reduction po-
licy, do you think that smuggling will go on ?

A.—Not to an al.mmn" extent.

Q.—At least, in your opiunion, it will not endanger the policy
if we continue the cut ?

A.—T agree.

Q.—~7You have some consumers in the jail ?
A.—Yes ; only two now.

Q.—Do you give opium to them ?
A.—XNo ; not at all.

Q.—Do not they suffer for Want of opinm ? -

A.—Tn some obstinate cases, they suffer for a day or two
from abdominal diarrheea. i

Q.—What did you do then ? 'Did you give tincture of
opium ?

A.—No. e gave hot vapour bath and purgative. There
is a new treatment—-‘\lodmo s treatment —by which serum is in-
jected by applying blister over the person of the addiet, and by
-applying serum injection for three days at intervals.

LY

Q,.——Do you know if it has been tried any where ?

A.—J cannot say. I got a circular on the 1st of this month;
it was signed by Col. Cameron on the 16th May and I received it
here on, the Ist.  From what I read, I find. that after that treat-
ment, the addict gets a distaste for oplum,—-not only ,for: opium,
but also for all kinds of intoxicants. - That is the latest treatment.

CHATRMAN.—You koo, or you ha,ve heard, of the prac-
tice of short weight sales.

A—Yes. . . _ _ N
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Q.—Would you'advocate Governmesit officers or the Medical
Department to sell opium’ ? Lowp !
A.—T think it would be better if that can be arranged.

* Examined by Mz, DAVSON—

Q.—Supposing 2 man was sent to you by the Deputy Com-
missioner for a certificato s to whether lie was &1 opiumtenter
or” mot; would yon find it difficult to decide > -

. A.—Yes, but not in all cases, “Th {16 case of & long stard?
il confirmed addict, evon o Inymen edn say that le is an opinm-
cator, Butin cases of recent habits it is very diflicult, and- the
doctors ennnot make out in the case of a youngster unless he is
kept under observation for a week or o,

'Efaminod by Siwsur MAHENDRA NATH GOHAIN—

Q.—Have you any experience, and can you tell us, whether
convicts tahe to the opium Habit again after they sre released ?

A.—This is very difficult to say for me. I think they again
take to the hisbit.. It may potibe in all eases, but - somd of. them
probably, take to the hait.

Q.—So theso convicts.are forced to give up the habit undor
compulsion when they are in the jail ¢

Ao~-Yes. But their health does not deteriorate ; they are
discharged with better health,

Qi—The tendency'is' thut'thoy may agaitr take to'tho Habit ?
A.—Yes, when they get opium again,

Q.~7You lmvc_not:txitd'lbo new freatment yet and you con-
not tay whether it is a permanent cure or not P

A~ lhope it will be a yermanent cure from what I have
lr(_::\d of it. The treatment consists of serum being injected into
him

Txamined Ly Mn, ROFIEY—

Q.—You sitid that'if o man wisKnochel of* bis opim;i, bo
would not suffer ?

A.—Te would suffer for {ho first forr days,
Q. ~Would Mo stffer very. much ?°
A.—Not very much.

. Q —Talo {he casc of the Ghing in jai X
opiunranies inaman now.in jril. ,TWns he an
>
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A.—IIc was not an opium-cater. He was convicted of
smuggling opium. But I have got two other opium-eaters in
tho jail.

Q.—Were they addicts ?
A.—Yes.
Q.—Did they suffer ?

A.—Yes ; in the beginning they complained of disorder of
the bowels, but not after that.

Q.—Do you say, if tho cut is continued, smuggling would
inorease ?

A.—Smuggling is going on in every country.

Q —How are the opium-eaters going to get the opium they-
nced if the cut is continued ?

A.—They will bave to give it up.

Q.—You do not think they will get smuggled opium ?
A.—If this is strictly restricted, they will give it up.
Examined by Rat Basapur NILAMBAR DATTA—
Q.—You were Su,erintendent of the Jorhat Jail ? .~
A.—Yes.

Q.—Did you give any cpium to your convicts there ?
A.—No ; occasionally Tincture Opii in some cases was given.
Q.—Was that given instead of opium ?

A.—We noever give spiam in the jail.

Q.—Can this habit be cured by drugs ?

A.—Yes.

Q.—Permanently or temporarily ?

A.—1I think permanently. It depends also upon the will of
the person.

Q.—But have you tried ?

A.—Yes, in the Jail. They have to giveit up for years to
come. Those who are convicted for two or three yeais are not
gotting any opium cven if they are addicts.

Q.—How many outlying dispensaries have you got in Now-

gong.
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A~—Rléven. ‘ ; L
;
‘ Q.—Do y‘ou often go out to inspect them ? !
A,—Yes.

Q —Did you moet any opium-cater in the interior2
A.~Very seldom.

Q.—Do they come to you for opium passes ? -
A.—Yes, they come to mo at the headquarters.
Q.—Directly to you ?

A —Not directly, Thoy apply to the Exocise staff, Then

the application goes to tlle Deputy Commissioner ; tho Deputy
Commissioner forwards it to me.

Q —Do you generally reject all the applications ?
' AXNotall} I reject’ those that come from people below
forty years of age. ’ :

Q.—What about the others ?

¢ A —Tn thoe other cases, I allow in the case of those who are
confirmed addicts.

Mr. E. 8§ ROFFEY :—Oaunot any person under 40 be a
confirmed addict ?

A.—There are.  Still I think, they can give up their halit
ensily. .

Rat Banapur NILAMBAR DATT\:—You are fnlly
aware of the reduction polioy of the Government 7~ *~

A—Yes

Q —Dn you not think that this gradual out is deing a great
harm to the mass ? ¢

A.—T do not thinkso. It is doing good to the mass
Examined by SrRrsur ROHINI KUMAR OHAUDHURI—
Q.30 therg is no risk of any loss of lifo ?

A.—Absalutely none.  Even theugh an opium-cater may
not be placed under medical treatment, if he gives up the opium
hiabit thero is no risk of his life. In the cnse of confirmed
aldicts, those nho are very aged, say above 50 or (0, there may
bo a risk of life. If theyarc not treated after thoy are co
lod to give up the habit they may develop the habit, If*
propetly treated. he may develop diarthea or °
eventually he may succamb. y

mpel-
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Q-—In the case of those who have acquired this, habit
recently, is it difficult ‘to say Whethel they are opmm~eaters or
not ? -

A.—Yes it is diffcult.
Q,——But inthe case of ‘those who are conﬁrmed ‘you can

easily detect them ? e S
A—~—Yes, ¢ o Cr ot IR S S Lt
Q.—Nowadays you give certificates ?. -+« # (-~
A.—Yes. S -

Q.= 1In all casesdo you give certificater ?

. A.—Those whom I cons1der are confirmed addicts and Who
have no hope of giving up the habit—I glve celtlﬁcates to them.

Q.—Are you to give passes in those cases where opium is
necessary for the pwsmvatmn of health ?-

A.—That is not the present rule.

Q —According to the present rule, there is no question of
health ?

A.-—No.

No. 4. -

The Committee next examined MATGILAVI Mi]HAMMAD
ROUFIQUE.

Examined by the CHATRMAN —
Q.—Have you submitted any statement ?

A.—T submitted a statemenﬁ‘yesterdéy.

Fxamined by Mr. DAWSON — X

Q.—You say in your answer to question No. 9:  To save
ignorant and poor people of the whole area from this ruinous
opium habit, registration policy ought to be stncuy adhered
to, allowing reasonable quantity in each case ”. What exactly
do you mean ? Will you explain ?

A —I mean the register should be re-opened, and new passes
should be issued once for all. There should be no further open-
ing periodically.

.Q.— How long would you keep the 1ew1ste1 open in the hill
areas ?
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A It should be opened after a declarstion saying' that
within six months they should apply, and those who apply withia
that time should be “registered and should not be further ration-
ed.

Q.—Why do you make this distinotion between hills and
plainsareas ? Tt g -

= 'A.-IThb reductior policy has'been sutcessful in tho pluins
districts, because there has been publ e opinion behind it,; the
people are educated, and there is & great force of public opinion.
These factors have contributed a great deal to the success of the
present policy. Also, the slump in trade. Butin the hill areas
people are uneducated —they are given to superstitious habits and
there is no public opinion. Also the slump is not very much
felt because of the presence of the barter system .

Q.—What have they to barterin the hill area ?

A.—Formerly they wers paid in money but now they get
opium in exchange of products.

. Q.—Have you any porsonal knowledge that they barter in
exchango for opium ?

A —Itisan open secret; I have no personal knowiedse.
It is surplue opium which finds its way to the hills rather than
to the plains districts which is used for barter.

Q —You advocate allowing them a rensonable quantity in the
bills, bat not in the plains. Why ds you make thus distinction ?

A.—The roduclion has been in force in the plains, but not

, in the hills. Further reduction is tr be fixed in consaltation

with the Civil Surgeon or the Deputy Commissioner, because
that smount is given for his whole Jife.

. .Q.~Would you"fix some amount in consultation with
Civil Surgeon whother or not it is necessary for his health ?

3 A ~—Yes ; tho Civil SBurgeon should be consulted as to whe-
thor they want, it. ‘ N Y

P I 3 {
. . Q.~Why should not the Civil Surgeon fix the rations for the
plains mon also ?

¢ . 7
. A=Ifyou do not give it in the hills, they will get from
illicit source,” But the case is not 80 in the plans, bacause the
sourco is very Lhimited. Only surplus opium is distributed in the
plains whereas in the hills not buly surplus but also smuggled
opium is distributed, ' *

Q.— You g1y that opiura is not smuggled into tho p *

-
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A.—T think'so. =~ - SRR

Q. 7—-Do you tbmk thebe 418 ﬁ:ény ’unfégmtered cohsuiﬁeré P
A.~THere abe sonie.

B
. ‘o

Q. —-What do you mean by some ? ] ‘
A.—1 have no partmular idea. N
"Examined by Srvr MAHENDRA NATH GOHAIN —

Q —Accor dlng to_ your rough éstitaté You pive the hoﬁr’é
of unreglqtered consumers at 2,000 ?

A -——Yes

~ P !‘
‘. )

£rich P
A.—Ti is my rough estimate. I ‘h:ﬁr’é said fn my statoment
that I cannot be accmate '

Q.—Wold you liké that ‘thesé two thotisand consumers
should be brought on the register or at Teast'a Pértion ? -

A.—1'd6 ot Want thit they shotld e registéred as con-
sumers ; I want that they should be persuadéd to glVe it ’ufp
Q. ——How would :you persuade them ? : -

un ri 1y

ATt is'a quectmn Wwhiéh I havé'’ answexed in my rephes
It should be left to propaganda. The Prosent slump is the most
opp01 tune tithe for'such a propdganda to be ‘succdssful,

'Q.=TIs thére & demand fom all the 2,000 unregxstered consi-
mers ?
; A. --—AII are not consumers ‘somie ‘tak'é K ‘consuimers, sorﬁe
take for other purposes.

. Q.—Bhall we take half as represenfing un“registere;i consu-
mers ?

A.—Yes.

Q.—Do you ‘think that 'if thiere is'a demand from oiié thou-
sand men, shortweight sales will still furthel increase ?

A Bt shortwelght ‘salés'stiould be stopped When there
is a demand, the tendency is for shortweight ‘sales ‘to ‘increase.
Shortweight sales have affected the present policy to some

. extent ; Thisshould be checked.

Q. ——Take ‘it the othér way, ‘There i is 'a dermand for oplum
‘and the makaldars are forced to give shortwelght

., Av~But 1.am speaking the other way. The mahaldar
shotld stop shortiweight &ales.

a
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i QThut iy 088 way of looking atit But I speak of it from
the other wav. That 1s, 1f there is such a g demand, the

mahaldars would give shortweight more and morg?, ; v

,  Ar—Ttisso mo doubt.. | |, [N B I A
Q”-‘Tfl‘hat 15 hlso 66 TehsoT Why Ishotdh sight is! presailing P

Tormi gy g g T £ o [ AT ¢ bl o2
A,

! « ¢ L
oo A Would it not lﬁé fbeftu(;}- to E;ivex(pngséié Bo that ‘{}w}" may
fet Spiath Nicitly, e . .
A.—That will undo the cat that we have made so far. ®
1 Q.—All the good work P | )

A —Now the impression is agiin abrood that you want to
stop the opium bnbat.
¢+~ Q3~But the policy hins Hefeated its own object. o
A,~I donot agree that it has defeated its own object. &
~agteo thht ithas been'alideled o sdfmb extent, but this could b

prevented by checking shortweight sales. -
Q.—What sbont reduction ? Do you think people nre habi.
tuated to thoreductions ? 1 1

1A —Yes, doring ‘theselfiye yrars they have preparced them-
selves for tho reduction, MMy mpression is that they do not
,want more than,what they are given, 1ln some cases,4t1s report
ed to me that thoy mako a business of it.

Q Do you know that some registered consumers also pur-

chaso these shortweight savings ? P
+ A—THero may besome casts, H
Q.—What do they purchase it for ? 2

; Ac—Probably'it'may Ve ot 'theirtown consdmption.

Q.—Then they ;n-u not quite content with their present
reduction ?

A.—In bonfe cdses there may be discontent. N

Examined by Mz, ROELEY — 1

Q —You say that registered consumers do not want moro at
the pretent time P

A,—1t has been reported to me.

Q.—If tho reduction is carricd on, then in five yoars more,
they would not have anithing to get. Do you think that they
would want moro opium ?

A.—Up to now they nre satisfied with the reduced gnantity
that they are getting, and we do not hnow what w
after five years,
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Q.—Next yoar do you consider they will be satisfied with a
further reduction ?

A.—1I think so,

(Q.—You do not think that they would look elsewhera for
the opium that they did not receive from the Government P

A.—1I do not think that there would be a general clamour
for opium. There may be some stray cases merely.

Q.—How many registered consumers are there in the
Nowgong distriot ?

Mr, DAWSON :—1Itis 10,996.

Q.—1I want to know how you base your two thousand unre-
gistered consumers ?

A.—1I base it from the actual consumption, taking about
10 tolas per head per annum and I take shortweight to be 25

per cent. 1
Exnmined by Srxyur BRINDABAN CHANDRA GOSWA-

MT :—You say that the present price should continue. What is
your reason P

A.—1It will not serve the object of the policy to raise it.

Q.—DBut if we raised the price, it would be very difficult for
the people to get opinm P b

A.—Then you would be introducing competition bLetween
smuggled and treasury opium.

Q.—Is it not going on even now ?

A.,—I am not aware of such competition now ; on the other
hand the high price of smuggled opium shows that there is no
competition,

Q.—If you raise the price of treasury opium, there is bound
to be a keen competition, What_is the price paid for smuggled
opium P
A.—1I have given it in my statement—Dbefore the slump it
was Rs. 4 to Re. 6 per tola ; now it is from Rs. 2-8 fo Rs. 4.

Q.—Then it is higher than the treasury opium ?

A.—Yes, ' : '

Q.—Will it do any harm if the price is reduced now ?

A.—If you introduce the packet system, you will have to
icercase the price'to cover the extra cost. - . . -

Q.—Then would you not make it more difficult ? _

. A.—Yes; that is the advantage, otherwise there is nq.hax'ln.

"I have no sympathy for the opium-eater. The dificulty.is that

s by trying to make the price prokibitive you increase the other
risks. Coe e e

1

1
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(Q.—Like every other habit, opium-eaters also have a’ ten-
denoy to crave for more if more is available ? St
A.~-Yes* That' is why I saycthat the reduction ‘policy
should contintie . :Maketopium more and more scarce .
"4 Q1 Govrse of timé, do you think thab thé habit ‘will o ?
Cils 7 o ling s pya® ¢ ¢ 1 i Sty
A.—Wao hope so. - Lo .
o ~,QYou say, there is smuggling in the hill areas?
n A—Yes. ., . . oot
Q—How do you say so P 4
A —1 tried to find it from the figures of Nowgong Here.L
find that there are 2,000 unregistered oprum-eaters and that they
can have their supply from shortweight sales  ‘lhe figure
quoted by the Deputy Comnussioner is 2,500 and tlere is very
little difference 1t appeas there is no room for smuggled opium
in the plains; on the other hand, 1t seems that opium is smuggled
into hill areas” Theie are coertain defections in certain cases,
and optum finds an easy way to lull areas where distribution 18
also safe.
' Q.—In the hill areas there is no restriction P
A.—There is no restriction.
' Q.~=And there is no reduction ?
A.—There 15 the pass system.

Q-~—Anyone who wisaes can huve a pass?
A —Yes

1 ~
Mr DAWSON :—It is not strmicily correct. He has to
salisfy the Deputy Commissioner. It would not be fair to say
that passes can be had for the mere asking. ) o

Srrrur BRIND ABANY CHANDRA GOSWAMI:—

. Q—IFf the price of licit opium is higher than the price of
illicit opium, do you think that the Mikirs will purchase the licit
opiam, . 0
;... A—The bulk of the smuggled opium 1s bartered. It may
be that in kind they are paying a higher price. R o

Q --Ts your calculation based on the fact™ that the surplus
of shortweight is 25 per cent ?

H ¢ Lt
. ,A.—Yes. ; R o
th Q.TDJO you think that the average is 25 per cent or will
it be only 121 per cent, ? * - “

, A —Twenty-five per cent. is my idea. In the average case,
when they sell 1 tola, the mahaldar may give 2 annas less and
4 annas would be a “big reduction ; but n sales of opium of less
than a tola they give shortweight to a greater extent, » 1f y-
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onlcula.te, it Sométimes'exceeds & annas. At times, thé - amount
is 6 annas and goes up even to 8-annas ; therefore. I say that 1
am-not wrong in calenlating -that the average iy 4 annas.

Q.— Even if the average is 121 per cent.. then it: would
serve 1,000 unregistered consumers: mstead of 2,000, and. the
others W111 have smuggled opium which would not be very much ?

A.—Tes, there will be smuggling.

Examined by RAT BA#ADUR N ILAMBAR DATTA :—Have
you any practical experience to place before this Committee-as to
why you should give two views on the same matter asregards the
opening of registers in the hill areas and in the plains dlstuqts?

A.—1 have already said that.: ,
Q.—But I am asking whether you have got any copcrete
instances of your pmctlcal expenence ? '

A.—That is my view.
Q —And that view is based on the figures taken from the
books ?
A.—Yes, I based my views on the figures of admxtted facts_

Q.—You haye in a manper admitted thaf .there are.2,000
unregistered consumers, Have you any idea as to what rate
these consumers pay to the lessees and what are the sources they

get their supplies from P
A.—T1 have said that thay get it from shortweight.
Q —Can you give any idea about.the rates they pay ?
A —1I have answered it already :
* Q.—In view of the figures of unreglstnred consum,ers that
you have mentioned now, do you think that this exorbifant price
paid by these consumers has ruined the mass of the people ?
A.—1I do not shink so.

Q,—The treasury price is Rs. 2 a tola, whereas you admltte@
that these peoplehave to pay a-larger amount. That it is a
hardship to them. Has it not ruined the mass of the people P

A.—T admit that there is a hardship to opmm—ea.ters, but
thelr habit is responsible for-the hardship:

‘- Q.—Has it not turned them into abjeet poverty ?

A.—Their habit is responsible for it. -

Q.—They cannot .pay their land revenue, . and they have
somehow got to find funds for purchasmo" oplum at such a hlgh
price ?

“A.—1It has certainly m]ured them economically, But they
will be m;;ured whether they purchase licit or illicit opium.
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Q5 Will it not be better for something to bo done to im
prove tﬁgir condition ?

A.—Yes, they should be persnaded to give up the habjt.

Q.—Can this be done immediately ?

A.—It cannot be done immediately, but you have five
years' time fo carry on propaganda amongst the people.

Q. Doyou ot think that the policy of reduction should
not be given effect o in the cases of confirmed addiefs—I mean
among the unregistered opium-eaters .

" A.—1I say, instead of bringing them into the register, it is
better to have propaganda to make them leave the haht.

Q.—Can you suggest in how many years it could be done ?

A —T dannot give vou a time-limit, Al T can say is that
it will achieve the object, because propagands hasa greater
force in achieving your object than any other means.

Q—Do you think that a confirmed addict of 40 years
cannot at once give up the habit

A.—~That is for the medical men to say, but what I say is
that they should not be given opium,

Q.—You say so from your experienco ?

. A —There is mo question of experience here, Itis my
view. >,
. Bxamined by Mavravi ABDUR RANIM OCHAU-
DHURY .— . t

Q. —Do you think that this propaganda should be conducted
by officials? - : ' s

A.~—Tt should be, frr, Government is jn a better position.”
But there should be co-operation between officials and non-
officials I cannot give you a definite scheme.

Q —Do you think thrt this policy should be given up now ?

A —1It should contmmue as it will come toits natmal end
five years after. At the same time propaganda should go on
&0 that unregistered consmmers may give it up.

Hr?ﬁumined by Srwor ROHINI KUMAR CHAU-

{ i

i

\

Q —You know a lot -1 use the ward “1st” advisedty—~you
know a Iot of opiom consumers have now begn compelled to
give up the habit on account of economy P
. A—Yes; as well as on account of the force of puhlic
opinion,
Q.—Would you not take advantage of the present situation
to 1ecommend that opinm should immediately be stopped ?
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\.—By what moans? By legislation ? -

() .—Say, by cxcentive order. It should: not he: supphed to-
pcoPlc under 40 years of age?

A.—This is an atiractive sugzestion for 1mpat1ent 1ef01 mers,
but as a practical proposition T do not think it could be done.

Q.—Now, we know, there is a large percentage. of people-
taking much less opiwmn than they used to have, For, instance,’
where about 25 seers of opium used to be sold, only 3 seers are
now sold, and this is due to economic diffiéultios. . Would it not’
be well to take advantage of this economic depressmn and at’
m;cc; stop supply to those “ander 45 where thexe 1s no danger to,
life '

A.~TI should like to take advantage of tbe slump to start
propaganda work so that they might give up the-habit without
baving recourse to legislation or executive orders.- It is better:
to make them realise their mistake instead of forcing them to
give up the habit.

Q. —You approve of the 10 per cent cut pohcy, wh1ch is-
an executive order? S - (

A.—Yes. :

Q.—That is independent of any pr0pa0anda ka ?

A.—Yes, : : o

Q.—If you want to st0p the evil, Would you not stop it
altogether now ?

A.—1 do not think it 1is necessary. You have only b ycars
more, and at the end of it your object will be:achieved. If you
stop the supply at once, you may be giving an opportumty to
smugglers, and the situation may. become tenser. -

Q. ——Smugglexs have a worse time of it now than they would
when the economic conditions improve P :

A.—Yes,
Q.—The illicit opium is not fully sold P
A.—Yes.

. Q.—So, if you stop now, we are in a better position’and the

smugglers would not get a chance of selling; but -if you wait
for five years, then the economic condition will lll].plOVG and the
people will be able to buy ?.

A .—The smugglers may not get the price they used to get,
although they. may got the market; but now people have got
little money to purchase opium. Ts there any guaranfee that

‘they would not use this money for pul(‘h&Slna‘ opium? ..

Q.—Do you think that the policy in tlie Hiills 1 s hke]y 0

nterfere with the leductlcn policy.in the plains P
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A.~T do not see why it should affect.
Q.—~If a man can get a pass easily in the
opium to the plains? '
A.~TI have never heard of a cace «
the hills into the plains. Bat I have hesy
Q ~Five years hence when you
plains, a man can go to the hills, get
1eduction, and he can send opium into
A.~DPerhaps.
Q.~There is no diffically in
addict in the hills ?
A -—There is some difficulty ; he
If a Mikir wants it, he could get
Commissioner
Q —He can get the quantity he .
A.—Yes, but they do not take
passes. They find opium at their own
Q.—You say, they do not take out I
A.—Yes.

Q.—Because they have to go a long
A.—Yes,
Q —Do you say that oficers are not
to the lulls? ~ *
A.—Supervision and vigilance are *
geographical position.
_ Q—Are there foreign traders ?
( A~—Yes. There are fow Assamese
ills
. CHAIRMAN :—You suggest that ™
open the register. We have to give them
you aware that in 1929 there was &
areas as well as to the plains areas, and
also that after the 30th September
bo issued, -and that notification was |
country. In view of this fact, do you ~
the register now, so that the unr °
in? :
. A—"8ofar as the Mikir W™
come; even if they do not
plmnce. N .
" Q.~Will you give them
A.—No, there will be ,
be easy to tacklo the problum
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Dr: SMITH :—1 think about 4 rupees.

Q.—Why do they pay =0 much?

A —One does generally pay highly for illegal favours.
Q.—1It cannot b~ obtained very easily I suppose ?
A.—TYes, as I said. if you get the money to pay.

Sprrrr BRINDABAN CHANDRA GOSWAMI:—Why

is the price so high?

Mg, LORNIE :(—Simply because they want to make profit
out of it. The vendor has got to make a profit.

Q.—Then opium from outside the shop is not available ?
A.—TYes, it is.

AME. IEOFFEY:—-—Have you any onbjection if this cut is
carried on”?

A.—XNo. ButIhave an alternative arrangement for the
tea gardens and that is, if you open up the register for those
people that are not registered at present they should be certified
as far as our gurdens are concerned by the Medical Officer in
charze, arnd then we should submit the indent signed by the
Medical Officer and receive the indents direct from the Govern-
ment once a month or once in a stated period. This supply
should be in sealed packets supplied by Government. Just the
same procedure I would suggest for running the shops. The
Government should appoint their own salaried men and there
should be no question of gain; and also Government should
appoint commitiees in each area consisting of 7 members—
Hindus, Mubammadans and Europeans if available for each
area, and I would suggest a Medical Officer in the committee.
These men should have powers to report to the Excise Commis-
sioner apy Iirregularity in the sale of these packets. Opium
should be supplied in packets and sufficient quantity for their
needs should be indented for the approved addicts in the district,
Tea garden labour addicts could be examined independently
through the Medical Officer. You should do away with the
auction system altogether, because this auction system is very
much abused. I have satisfied myself recently -that this short-
weight business does exist. I know ‘of cases where several
Mikirs went to a shop the other day for opium rations, and when
they returned with their rations, I weighed the quantity they
got, and found that they got only 2/3rds of what was supposed
to be supplied to them.  "his proportic - qual in eath’ case
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and out of eight annas worth of opium I. found them-all get-
ting to the extent-one-third less. The vendor'makes another
reduction afterwards. He isable to make cent. per cent. profit.
Theie was one Mikir in particular who had{bought twelve annas
worth but when weighed I found it wus exactly eight annas.

Mr. DAWSON :—What the shopkeeper would say «is’ that
the garden is/farsaway and that on the way the Mikir must
have consumed a portion on the road ? (ot

Mr. LORNIE :—How can that be in the case of all the
12 men all of whom only got two-thirds? It is very easy to
send a man to the shop to buy opium and to preve the short-
weight. It should not be difficult. ‘

Mzr. ROFFEY —Have you personally cured any of thesa
opium-eaters?

Dr. SMITH -—No, N

Mr LORNIE :—One is supposed to have been cured in
our garden now. He was an addict for 42 years. My clerk
says that he has given up opium but he has taken to drinking,

Mr. DAWSON :—~1Would you rather have-an opium«eater
in your garden or a drinker?

A.—Rather a drinker, because they are better workers.

*  Q-—Bupposing in n garden of 1,200 men you have 150
addicts, what would you do to cure them ? !

A.~1 should do as I suggest. I should give them a certain
amount and Government should reduce their rations jointly.
The Medical Officer could Leep them under observation. The
doctor could do this in the case of both pass-holders and non-pass-
holders and see whether they aie addicts or not. I believe:he
could easily tel) that

, Q.—Supposing they were addicts. What action would you
take to cure them ?

A.—1 would carry on with the policy, but not cut the ration
straight away because I want work done. Up to 60 years we
can try to cure. I have already suggested that the Manager
should also combine with the Medical Officer, and both of them
showld certify whether they are’ addicts, and then the indents
must be made out and submitted to Government.

Examined by Srwor BRINDABAN OHANDRA
GOSWAMT— S

co
Q.—You suggest that in some arcas the supply should bhe
totally stopped ? :



49

A.—Vithin so many years, yos. I would also Buggest
tho samo for other excise shops. If a committee is appointed,
I suggest thoy should have the power to report any irregulari-
lics to the Excise Commissioner direet. -

-Q.—Do you mean to suggest that it should be stopped, it
we begin now, within the next five years ? . : .

A.—T would not say that. I would only say that at present
the policy is Dbeing absolutely defeated by this practice of short:
weight sales. . ‘

- Q—IFf your scheme be adopted now, within how many
years do you propose to stop it ?

A.—1 would not say five years, but T should say probably
10 years. I would really leave it to the doctor.

Mr. ROFFEY :—Supposing you have 150 addicts out of
a population of 1,200, how would you treat them ?

Dr. SMITH :—TIt depends on how many people you can
put under treatment at a time. But you must have the patient’s
co-operation in the matter. That is essential. Then you can

ut him in the ho-pital to cuie him. When he gets out, if he
is supplied he will resort to it again as long as opium is easily
available. It would be very diflicult to have a lasting cure.

Srisur BRINDABAN CHANDRA GOSWAMI:—Jn the
arden, opium is not easily available, and if your scheme should
be followed, then how long a period would you take to cure

them ?

Mg. LORNIE :—It would not take long if the outside
sources are also stopped.

Dr. SMITH :—1It can be cured within 2 week, I suppose.
You can have them in hospital and substitute other things for
opium. They will have to remain for at least a month.

Q.—1If you reduce their vations and the reduction goes on
for 5 years, and then you stop altogether, caz you cure them

completely ?

A.—T cannot say.

MR. LORNIE :—Some of them may have reduced their
consumption. A number of men came to me at my request
and I remember that one of them was over 60 and he put down
his age as being under 50. He is a man who has sfopped
Buying the reduced quantity. Some peoplé. are not able to
buy theillicit stuff and already they have got a fifty per cent.
cut ; they have got no other alternative. The Government cut

10 per cent. and the vendors cut another 10 per cent.
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¢* ~Mr. ROFFLY ~Would you like that tho evil should*go ?
y*oa 7

TR LYesl v ¢ e
Mr ROFFPEY —May I know of what ages these people
are’ —35 80 or what ? ! !
Mz LORNIE :—Ido not remember the ages,'but I thiik
there are some under 2>1n my garden. . P
Mavnavi ABDUR RAHIM CHAUDHURY:—Are they
,all Onyas ¢ 4 i . s s
¢ A—Thcy may be, from all parts, Recentlv I have got
one from Oms<a These people come without a pass and they
get a pass here  Lhey take to the habit 1n their own country ;
2thdy do not 'start 1t here. In flie majority of cases, 1t is hike
that. !
Examined by Rar Bazapur NILAMBAR DATTA —
) Q —Are you the Chairman of the local branchof the Tea
Association ? v
i A =T an the Vace-Charrfian
"Q —You said that the policy was a failure May I know
,in what way ? ~u 1
+ 1" A'—The Feduction policy has been a success toa very little
extent This 1s due to the vendor, because the ration lLas been cut
largely by him, He has cut 50 per cent and the Government
policy 15 only a 10 per cent out
1 Q~1Is that the reason fors which you say that the policy
is a farlure ? '
A~—Thatisone of the reasons Also there 1s too much
bribery and corruption 1n the department from the very begin-
“ming’ Thisis why'I put forward this iden of supervision by
a committee
. + Q-—Do you' mean bythat that lach of supervision s 1. spons
sible for the fshovtwhight! and that 1t hasincieased, as this 1s b
profitable business ° 3 t
A —Yes. , L
! Q.—¥ou mean lack of supejrviswn by the Exasestaff ?

A=-Yes You require about 8 or 4 times the presiaut
number of people cven guaranteemng that eovery man was
honest. P~ y
o+ @ —The  failure was not "due to the fault of tho people
themselves ?  ~ ]

A,—No I do not think so. They bave not boen consulted
in tho matter. Some of them are certainly given rations
which 1t was never intended they should Lave

h3
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Q.—Arc you bringing "unregistered A consumers into the
register with a view to bhelp them not to pay exorbitant
. price P
A.—T would say, it would be a partial success if my scheme

3

1s adopted in the tea gardens.
Q.—You arcalso of the opivion that the scheme may be
extended to areas outside tea garden limits ?

A.—These opium vendors may be appointed by Government
from respectable men, and the number of shops should be

reduced. ’

Q.—Do you recommend the existing system of having
shops ? '

A.—I am not in favour of it. .

Q.—Do you know that the issues of opium would not be
increased by opening new shops, because the registered consii-

mers would only be transferred from one place to another and
the total amount issued by Government would be the same ?

A.—1I am snggesting cutting down the shops.. I would cut
poth Koliabor and Jaklabandha, I would cut out also the Misa
shop and keep the existing one at Borjuri. .

Q.--Why ? . |

A.—It will make it more difficult to get opium hecause the
farther the shop is situated, the more the chances of consumer

given up the habit P
Q.—Do you refer to unregistered consumers P
A.—I refer to both registered and unregistered consu-

mers.
.—Why do you want to penalise these men by making
them walk 80 miles aud leave their work in the gardens P '
A.—TIam talking of the arcas outside tea gardens.: Ag
regards gardens, they will be left. I think also that Govern-
ment would not be losing rcvenue by following the system,
The people will become more industrious than at present. I
think opium could bo supplied in' pill form. Ve have got the

‘toffey machine.
Ter CHAIRMAN:— -
Q.—Somo oxporls say that  opium  ocaunot be made, into
pills as it is vory soft. b
A—What ahaut stieky tofley ©
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+ RaT'BARADUR'NILAMBAR DATTA~—

Do I understand from your views that the register should
be opened for tea garden unregistered omum'eatus and that
the same should be extended to areas outside also ?

A.~ ] think so.

Q.—May I know for how many years you are in the tea
garden ?
Dz, SMITH.—For six years.
Q.—In Nowgnng P
A.—Yes.
Q:—~Previous t6 this you were in some other district ?
A —Yes.
Q.—Can you say that this opium habit can be cured by
drugs ?

A~Yes,
Q.—Have you med curing in the gardens ?
AL -—-—'I have seen cases in the Hospitals at Home,

Q.—D6 you often meet Mikirs in the gardens ?
A —Yes Sume gaidens do employ Hikirs.
1Q.~ATe they‘ dpium-eaters P

-A.~—They generally live in their villaces and come to
work in the gaxden: ‘I’have no dealings with them at all. /

Qi~Yowbelieve thataddicts can De cured P o

a.~7T believe so provided it is made difficult for them to
cbtam topium once they.are cured. If registersare opened, the
applications for being registered should come before a committee
for the issue of passes.

Q.~Do ‘you suggest tha.. a committse should issue new
passes ? -

A~—~Yes.? ™

'’ Q-You suggest ‘a committee consisting of the Medxcal
Officer and a few non-officials ?

A~TYes, Ithink, if an applicant claims that he is an
addict he,-should be asked to produce certifinates from two
dependable avitoesses. Unless you can keep » man under obser-
vation it is niot possible for a doctor to certify him,

4 Q=—You suggest this even for addwts of 40 yenrs and
over ?

. A1 think such men have passes now. coeeend

" GHATRMAN-Rut from a medical standpoint would you
glve passes | to younger men, say of 30 or 3o years. - -

* ~ A-I-would keep hifn in Lospital first and try first 16 culre
him: I do notthink a man under 30 should have a
there s some special rcason for it.

Y
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Tixamined by Srrsvr 1'OBINI KUMAR COAUDHURI—
I daré eny, you Jnow tlic present policy of Government: 1t was
started five vears agoin 1u28, and the policy * Wa,s to reduce'
xations of all prrsons under 50 years of age. O
Mn. LORNIE :—Yes.
Q.—You agree. with the policy ?
A.—Yes, tosome extent.
Q.—You consider it would meet with’ succese 1E the outmde
ﬂourcc: of supply is stopped ? . .
A.—Absolutely, I think so,

Q.—The illicit " sources are generally from the mahaldars
from savings by shortweight ? ,

A.—In this district, yes.
Q.—1It is the only danger you see p
A.—Yes, it defeats the policy.

Q.—If this could be stopped by . some means, I mea,n the
ghortweight sales, then the policy is a’very desnable one P

A.—Positively.
Q.—The present polxcv of the Government is not to issu
new passes permancntly.. - At least on one-occasion m]929 it
was generally notified that . ng mora., .{passes. should be: issued,
Before that this system of regxstlatlou Was» gomg on. The idea
svas - that. new addiots’. would ‘nof come.in .. '
- A.~—Yes But there are 'so'many. people now Who are non-
pass-holders but who are addicts. It  would; be xvery hmd on
them.
Q.— At some time or other you must: clo=e the revlster 1f
you want t> wipe out the evil ? .
A.—T would open the register from time to time.
" Q.—At one time you must close the register. Supposirg
I open it now, and five years after the same argument as is
now advanced is bronght out to re- open the reg]eter again ?

i A~T do not 'think so. If you get your opium properly
anid honestly dedl with and distribute it, as it is sipposed:to” be
distributed, certamly theré would bé ng moré addicts: -

U Q—But the' difficully’ i§ now’ with ‘mahaldais who saye
by sho:tweight ? s

Ai—As long as, you. keep them you wzll never have any
suceess with your policy., - .
-+ 1Q.=Do you happen: to‘know anythmv about the 35 non-
pass-holder consumérs- whether they are addmts? ‘

LF4
. 1\.‘

3

. ‘-
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0

; A‘ ——Thcy :ue l\nnwn to be’ u,damts
“ Q. -——Has the doctor seen them ?

pRY 'SMI’I‘H’-Yes 1 -habe’ seen the ! 'l‘hey came for 5
licénge; I* geneml\y used to tell them thnt they xvould not, et

[y ,'}u),"u.‘".m.n,".‘

—Do you exnmme these’ non-pass-holdei‘s -who -are said.t
to be'opmm consumers axd ,are you satisfied titat they are actitals
consumers‘? T S T L R T B LS

A.—They: will haveuto be under observitions -+ TP
n CHAIRMAN“——X ou hake no-fesr of $nitiggled oplum from
oiitside‘into your garded.' 1 ami speakmv of- opmm whmh' 1s
nr)t Bot from tlié mahaldars ?* , * N

A.—I have‘kuown of one or, two cases for "example o a';

Chxpaman ' . RTTR
Q,——But these, are r'u‘e cases P- .o v oo 0t gL eidan

+ Ac—"Yes, otherwisé ‘there is no smuvgled 'npmm"' Tt

1IQA 'Whenever 111101t; Gpiym 1s git, it i€ go’ﬁ frbm thé
mahaldar’s’shop ?*

i . [ o1 . P P T
A—Yes. '

Q—H Lhe supply from Govcrnment be stopped a.s 1t w111
be'if the 10 per centi: ‘policy is eritinued,  then no oné’ would
get opium any moré after’ nve yeara except some bld méniabbvé

50'yeari'of age P "¢ ! nonn
A—the""“g X‘I"A.x co T e ey
Q—Ti! " that “cisd, “ever {hiess' shmt“e:ght- Lalss" tanhot
affect the pollcv Becausé thie policy aims ' ab * stnp—ung the xésue
of opmm affer's 'Yéaik to &ll'persond beléw thf‘ age Of 00 [N
Al Yes “but, unless you have plevanuve measures "yoi' will *
still get’ smugzled opmm 1Y ou, ‘must have 3 very strong Exclse
staffl” T think’ thiete i is very htﬂe smuggled opmmnow .
~_.Q —So you\i;hmk there is, no fear 7

. —Yes t.here will be' fun' aﬂ:erwards. Ii smugglers can

get the pnce for Opmm they w ould bun" 1t und consumers would
tahe xb h

ser

ined) DU\MLKAN T4 (.Exa-“_
NDRA,GOSWAMT, he .

¢ Lam takiog opinmifrom myxﬁfl:eenth ‘year:7 Tam “now dboutn
£0. 1 have'a wifo who also-takes opium.’ L require  two annas ¢
weight per day and-my-wife dlso requires some qnauhty. :.I hnvn
got no land, nor have I got any;house: - I baye., ** -
X could not glve thém in marriage on “account -
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for which I have spent all money. I have no savings, and I
acquired no property. I realise that opium isa very bad habit.
I am willing to give up this habit if I can be treated, I have
no one to look after me now. I took money from the persons
to whom I gave away my daughters, and I spent that money
in'purchasing opium. I took ahout Rs. 40 in respect of one
daughter and about Rs. 35 for the other. I spentthe whole amount
in' opium-eating. I belong to the Koch community. I gave away

my.daughters some 7 or 8 yearsago. I feel ashamed of having done

that. Iam now working as a gardener of the Income-tax Officer
and my pay is Rs. 10. My ration of opium is 2} tolas.. My
wife has got a pass for one tola, but this quantity is not sufficient

and also- I do rot get the full ration from the shop. Whenever .

I get money I speut it on opium, but when I have no money,
I have fo go without opinm. In that case, I get dysentery.
When I fall short of money I try to get money by begging or
by begging opium from others with the promise that I would
return it to them afterwards. Such a kind of co-operation exist
among the consumers. I am convinced that it is a very bad
habit., .I would say, either totally prohibit or supply me with
full ration. If my wife is maintained for the days I remain in
hospital, I am ready to go there for treatment.
, . Examined by Ra1 BAsapur NILAMBAR DATTA—.

According to our custom, we are not supposed t» take any :

money from the bridegroom. I cannctsay if any poor ‘man
even if he gives away his daughter would take any money. In
my case I could not perform the required ceremony.

Examined by Srrgur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI—

. Inour caste, marriage takes place by performing cerfain
ceremonies. Because I have no money I could not afford to
erform the marriage according to the rites. I bad no money
even to entertain people on the occasion. When I took to the
habit I did not know that it was an evil. I was suffering from
dysentery and I took to the opium habit in that way.

Examined by Sr1svr MAHENDRA NATH GOHAIN—

. T used to take 5 tolas a month in the beginning,. When I
first got the patta, I got over two and a half folas and I only
took that prescribed quantity of 2% tolas. I did not have
recourse to other sources. There is now a reduction in the ration
and-I.am-managing with it. Sometimes I get dysentery when

T am unsble to purchase opium ; but I am now - managing with- -

out taking opium from-other sources. If it is further reduced,
I shall not be able to manage, - The mahaldar gives shortweight

and.T am somehow managing with that reduction.
The Committee “then adjourned till the next day.
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+ 1 The Committee reassembled at 10-30 Al with the Chair-
man presiding and all members were present. Bt

Krsw :BA‘HADUB. MUHAMMAD CHAUDHURY, Deputy
Commissioner, Nowgong, was examined.

Examined by the CHAIRMAN— /
~You have seen the questionnaire ? SN

r i +
A —Yes. '

Q.—What is your opinion as regards this ten per cent.
cut policy ? Has it been a success P L

, ATt has been n success to o small extent, to the extent
it s ‘prevented youngsters from taking to the habit and persons
who would otherwise have taken to opium. It has, prevented
some middle class men from taking opium becauss they.are
respectable and they do not like to come under the pass system
and they want to avoid exposure betore the public. .

Q!—Do you think some of them have given up the habitr?

© A.—Among these classes of men, some have given up the
habit but others there are that have not given it up.

Q.—Do you know of ordinary consumers who have given
up the habit ?

A —T have not gome across them. 5

v Q —Has this policy been in'any way bad to the consu-
mers P Has 1t proved in any way detrimental fo them or has
it ruined them finanecially and brought great distress to them ?

‘A.—I would put it like this. It is ruining the health of
the people. What I mean is that those who are taking ' opiuth
by illicit means, and thete are a lot of them, are not able to pay
for their other needs because they spend the money on opuum
and roin their health They pay highly and have to obtain
surreptitionsly. In other cases again it is a hardship because
they are called upon to pay heavy prices to smugglers. Even
to mahaldars they have fo pay much to get opium from the
surplus got by shortweight and that tells upon their finances,

Q.—Are you in favour of abolishing the policy pltogcthfer ?

; A.—I very much doubt whether the policy has:eradicated
opx}x'n habit completely. On the whole I am not in favour of this
potlicy.

)



.66

QQ.—Tor what reason
A.—Because it is encouraging the smugglers to adopt

.- dishonest means; the people are taking opinm without “coming
under the pass system and they. take auy quantity they like.
Ultimately, therefore, the, policy, is not likely to succeed and I
do: not consider that in the remaining five ycars you are likely
to succeed in eradicating the evil altogether which is the aim of
your policy. 4 G : .

Q.—You saiu that-it has encouraged smugglers. You know
that the policy has now been carried on for five years. Do you
think that much smuggled opium is coming into the district ?

. A.—From tbe figures I bave, I think there has" been.a large
number of smugglers who remain undetected. I have got the
case of a Chinaman who was caught in 1930 on two, occasions,
"On one occasion he was caught' with 7 seers of opium and on the

- second occasion with 4 seers.  He managed to escape but récently
he was caught and he got 13 years rigorous imprisonment
Again thére is another case <f one Jalia Kalita' and he was

! punished for smuggled opium of 1 seer in' 1930. There was still
another case of ' Bhagavati with 8% tolas of ‘foreign opium. In
~1929 there was a case where: Hasanali was caught with 1 tola of .
Bengali contraband treasury opium. Another Gangaram hajput
‘was'caught with 15 tolas in 1930, S L

Q.—Have you any cases in 1081-32 ?
- Av—None in that year ; nor in thé year 1932-33."
Q.—What do you attribute that to ? Is the non -detection
due to the absence of smuggled opium into the distriet ?

. =+ -A.~—In the nature of things detections of smuggling can
onily be few and far between. It is only by chance that you can

et at 4 man. Smuegling is done very cleverly, more cléverly

-than the Excise staff think of, and the staff bave to -depend for
‘their information on the spies and other informants,

Q.—Can you depend on the information which the spy gives

.you ? : S

"+ A,~There are cases where the spy is in: collusion with thé

‘smugglers, Various things -happen which you cannot tell.

"' Q.~From the figures' you have given us you come to the
‘conclusion 'that'thére is'a great deal - of smuggling’ coming into
the province ?- oo e e

AT have no doubt in my mindthat smuggling is " carried
on. But to’ what! exact-extent ,I ‘cannot’ tell you, "It is‘brought

‘By;frail,"by road and:by steamers.--.I have.no doubt~t\ha'tms'r,r’;‘u°'

gling is there. e

Q.—That is our whole trouble.

4

-
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A —DBut that is my trouble also.

Q -——-We want to find qut from some anoe who ¢n say wheie
the smuggled opum 15 coming frgm exactly and to what extent ?

A —When thete are cases of detection, i gives an jdea thora
15 smugglng. And by the means adopted 1n the detection jou
en say with what clevernéss’it is being done It i dome’ with
perfestior and extremaly cleverly It 1s ajpity that -we jare not
able to find it oub -~ 5

Q —But then the whole tbing depends upon suspicion *

A —Not merely suspicion but alsp on the figures that we
bave pot and on commensence. But 1 do not sy that smugehng
alone1s endangering the pohoy, There argother ehuses hhe
heit sale by the mabaldais  These two combine ‘and hinder thé
policy from being a success ¢

Q —In 1932 33, 1526 scers of opram was jssued from Now-
gong treasury fo the consumers Trom the figures we have bere,
let us grant that 15 seers was smuggled 1n 1980 ;7 ray say that n
1930 there wera 26 seers smuggled. « cue o ¢

A —That 1s my trouble I cannot guess hhe ghat. I would
only ask you fo tahe * 171~ +h #l ot q wars yepe lorga partt 18 left
out not being detecter . namely that
avery large propor at a very smafl
fraction only 15 detected

Mr ROTFEY —But 1t 5s also possible that you might have
actually detected all smuggled opram on the saxte process

Mr DAWSON — take Burma where 1t has been e d
that for every seer detected 99 <eers gees nndetected  Lhat is
an extreme estrmate. ' ! | '

WITNESS —But my difficulty is tha.tjlhdo not 'want fo
hazard a goese

Mavravi ABDUR RAHIM CHAUDHURY —What aro
the facts from which you draw the conelusion, that' a Igrge pro-

! [ 13
portian goes undetected ¥ o R

A —1I have sad that it 18 fo be concluded from the way it
wwhich thus traffia goes on. 1alsoget repoits from the Ixcise
officers and others abo1t detection and smuggling as 1egds the
ways employed in smugghng

Q —You wmean reports 1n cases that have beon detected ® |

A~Yes I also have before me the opimen of the Ixeise
officzrs

Sryur MAHUNDRA NATH GOWAIN.—Do you mean
also reports of eases that go undetected » -
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A.—T receive no reports in such cases.

The CHAIRMAN:—Have you in yeur possession any con-
fidential reports which you may not diiclose 10 us but which
lead you to these conchisions ?

A.—T have seen reports of cases detected.

SRIJUT ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :—Your
impression is that smuggling is going on but it is very diffirult
to say to what extent 5

A.--That is it ; it is a fair way of putting it.

Mavrnavi ABDUR RAHIM CHAUDHURY :—Do yru
think that your Excise offices are responsible for the non-
detection of cases ?

A.—T would not hold them respons1b1e The point s it is
very difficult to detect cases, )

The CHAIRMAN :—There is this fact that there has been
no detection in 1981-1832 and in the half of 1932-1933. How
do you then think that smuvghng exists P

A.—The frouble is that no chance arose and the staff could
not have any clue. They are all the same trying ‘but they could
not find it out. The fact, however, does not prove that smugghng
does not exist.

Q—In such circumstances would you condemn the non-
officials if they say that there i is not very much smuggling going
on?

A.—I wounld simply say that they are nof ayare of the
ﬁoures I have given. I do not think they know “all about the
cases that I have mentioned to you.

Q.—Will you please convince us to your way of inference?
Suppesing you were in my place orin the place of Srijut
Rohini Kumar OChaudhuri, or Srijul Brindaban Chandra
Goswami or any one of us and I appearing ‘before you as
witness I tell you that there are mo detections of smugg ling
from 1931 to 1933 and then tell you that smuggling exists

to a large extent would you be satisfied ?

A.—1 dare say. there arve figures for 1925 to 1929. But I
have not quoted them. I was responsible, for asking the lixcise
staff for collecting figures only for the years I have quoted

Srrsor ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :—In 1925-26
what are your figares of smuggled opium ?

A.-~I have not got the fignres ready.
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The CHAIRMAN : ~~I'wéuld like o draw your afiention
to thé figufes of seizure of smugglefl’ opium published in this
pamphlet entitled ‘¢ Facts and Figares about Opium in Assam’ at
page 7. The largest quantity that was seized was in 1929-30,
that is 77 seers for the whole province. We can base our argu-
ment on that figure. For the position that we fake wé have
these figures fo go by. What we want to know is on what ﬁglures
do you say that there is such a large amount of opium smuggled ?
Would it not be reasonable if you draw the infefencé that
smuggled opium has been prevented by the special staff that was
appointed in 1927 ?

A.—1 would not say that lessis seized on account of the
special staff,

Qu—Thon we can say that policy has not failed dnd it lids
also to some extént prevented the younger generation from tak-
ing to it as you yourself mentioned just now? N

A.—You také into consideration only smuggling. You have
not taken the illicit sale by the mahaldar.

Q.—<We shall come tothat, It issaid that béchuse of this .
policy smuggled opinm has been coming intd the province. If
you can justify that position by facts and figures it would be

«very helpful fo the Committee ?

A.—What about poppy cultivation. This yéar we have
detected 40,000 plants, 29,000 in one case.

Q.—Well, It us take poppy cultivatior also. How mauy
cases i each year have you found ? R

A,—In 1928.29 one case, one again in 1929-30. We hud 6
casesin 1980-31 and nothing in 1931-82. Again in 1932-33 we
detectgd 3 cases. ~

“Spwor ROHINI KUMAR . CHAUDHURI - —Bat in
years previous to the adoption of the restriction, there were more
Poppy cases ?

A.—1 do not know that. .

Q.—Have you got fizures for those years with yon ? .

A—=No, -\

Q.—You said there were thred cases'in 1932-38 ?

Al-=Yes with abbub 89,000 full grown plants; ’

Q=Whdt quantily of opium’ etld yiu get fron' thb'pofp ¥
plants ? . R N -

EXCISE SUPERINTENDENT :—A.~1 efif % from
personl expericnto. Yol cah get ono told from ong plht if
there are sufficicnt number of poppy heads.

B
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Kuar Banapur MUHAMMAD CHAUDIOURY :—TUnless
Yo ean ook over the hill tops you cannot sce the cultivation, it
i heing done so guardedly. ’

Tur CHAIRMAN —~That is in tho Mikir Hills ?

A~-Yes,

i (}:;-«Is there any poppy cultivation case of detection in the
I Ams

A.—Tn 1935-29 there was a casein Senchoa about three
miles from here.

Q.—Of the cases you have quoled are there any in the

plains ?
A.—Out of the five cases in 1930-31 three are in the Mikir
Hills'and two in the plains in Kampur and in Yorubat mauzas.
There were 3,000 plants and the people were Woch ‘and some
Chutia people.

Q.—Did you find it very diflicult to detect these eases ?

EXCISE INSPECTOR :~A,—~They were grown in the
campeund of their houses on the bauks of the Kapili river. We
found alo 280 plants in another case in two houses, One wasa
yegistered consumer of opium and the other left off opium eating
but tock to poppy growing.

Q.—Dil they 1y to prevent you from detecting ? _

A.—No. When we searched in one house, theé others knew
that we wonld scarch in their house also.

Q.—They are simple people and did not think much-about
growing poppy P

A.—May be.

Srrrur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :—Do you
know that the poppy is taken as a vegetable P

A.—1I do not kuow. But in the hills I learn that it is like
that.
Tee CHAIRMAN :—Did you ask them what they grew
that for whether for eurry or for extracting opium P

A.—The opium-eater told me that he simply grew them. He
got the seeds in exchange for paddy. '

Mr. E. 8. ROFFEY :—You said that the opium. policy of
Government was a_suceess to, a small extent P What is your
opinion with regard to its continuation ? -

A.—1 am not in favour of continuing it.

Q—1Is it for the reason that shortweight sales are encourag-

ed ?
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A .~-Yes and also people aro getting opium by 1lhet-means

Q ==And also 3t méréa«as émuuglmﬂ? e A

b~ r e {or

A —Yes

Q =~T1 ghorbwiight &nd smugglng towld be coblrolled you
are of opinion that the policy could be continued ?

7 A —Thesi T wot'd not oby(8f to contanue it s

Tak C‘HATR\IAN’—-W@M You be jo favbur of it ? !

A —1 do not like that pcop]u should thhe opium

Mr L 8 ROFFLY —1he mamn guggestwn for c.mnv- this
shortweight 15 by wssue 1n pill form  Hive you any other sug-
gestion P

A —1 would advocate pachet system, in cclinloid papers

Q ~—You think that 1s the only method by which to cura the
shortweight system »

A.~—1hat 35 what veours to me. In my epimon, without
these senled pachets o1 pills, it you adopt other messuies such as
employing Government officials and so forth, there may be
trouble again and 1t will lead to ultinate coriuption eserywhere

Q—What 1t bolls down to 15 this If Government are
unable to control {shortwm sht salcs jon do not thinh _that the
pollcy should continve® T

Aw-fhat s so ,

Szrrvr MAHDNDRA NATH GOHAIN —Hate yon aty
unregistered consumers m your dibtriet P

A.—From the figures colleoted 1 1029, I ot thers are
about 2,410 unregistered codsumors

Q—Do jou think that all these o addlets ; or they have
only newly taken to oprum 7

A —I cannot say that, We collecied census for tlat
Yyear

Q —You Lnow there are many who profess to bé consamers
butb who really take opiam for trade ?

A ~~Amongst therh there might be some iho that

Q —Whiat proposals havé you as fé,;;lms # 51
Gonsuthers ? propo ¥ he ufire4! tercd

A &I w6uld open the registers
Q —Tor hou long ?
AT will open sfter givuig widd publitaty, Y

QMY question was for how lezg you
registers open ?

iy
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- A.~—I would keep it permanently open. And I would
adopt propaganda measures. I strongly think that legislation
and compulsion would hardly succeed in these matters.

Q.—But you realisc that it is so very difficult to educate the
people ? '

.A.--I dp not think so, provided both Government and the
public combine together and heartily co-operate. It will take
time but it cannot be done in a day. _ ‘

Q.—Your idea is that the registers should be kept for all
time for those who want to be registered ?

A.—The register should be opened for those that absolutely

need opium.

Q.—How do you classify people who are addicts and others
who can get rid of it ?

A —You will have to decide that on the merits and various
aspects of each case. I am suggesting this as an experimental
measure and you can keep it for five years and see the result at’

the end.

Q.~—Is the Deputy Commissioner aléheé competent to do
that P
A.—Yes. I have tried the committee schete but it is no

ood. The Deputy Commissioner may do it 61 thé advice of the’
Medical Officer in the tea gardens and in thé case of tlie-other
places on the advice of the Civil Surgeon. _

Q.—Do you think that medical opinion is conclusive ?

A.—I cannot say it is always conclusive. But it is very
useful. I may consult the mauzadar or soroe prominent meh
about the-needs of individual applicants.

Mgz. E. S. ROFFEY :—Why do you!'say that a-cormmittee is’
of no use ?

A.—Tt is my experience that such committees have no lively
interest. If you have three gentlefen you invariably find that
one or other could not attend for various reasons and nothing’ cai’

oon. But if they agree to come in when required to-confer
together, I shall have no objection. I am only pointing out the
impracticability of bringing round all the members- whenever
you want and you want them constantly. These applicants
want quick disposal and they are so vigilant that in ‘somie’ case
on the same day they get it through the Tivil'Surgeoil’ and then
they want orders at once; I Would again- suggest that'the com-
- mittee should not be unwieldy, I would keep the'mumber at

three.
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Q —Would you dispose of the applications at headquaxters or
go into the interior P

A,—-1I have no objection to dispose of cases there.

Sr1suT BRINDABAN CHANDRA GOSWAMI :—You
consider that the opium habit is an evil ?

A—Yes.

Q.—You want that it should go from the provinge ?

A, —-Yes, if possible it should go out of the world

Q —You are against this policy because there is a practice
of ghortweight sales, there is smuggling and there is also the
poppy cultivation ?

A.—Yes. TUnless these things are checked it is no use con-
tinuiug the policy,

Q —Do you not consider that out of these 2,500 consumers
who are unregistered and also out of the registered consumers,
there are some who are not real consmmers but who traffic in
this business ?

A.—Tt is my idea that some act as middlemen.

Q.—Will you give passes for those people ?

A.~Certainly not. I will issue onty for the actual consum-
er.

Q.—Then do you not think that even if you open the regis-
ters those opium dealers who take it for business will try to take
opium and come into the registers ?

A —Wehave got to carefully watch that out by examin-
ing each case on its own maenits,

The officers also do not claim to be infallible and it is pos-
sible that in some cases we may make mistakes.

Q.—¥ven theu do fflou, say that smuggling will go on?

A.—There will be some smuggling but that wonld not be a
big matter. | . L .

Q ~-You mean to eay that you will be able to checkit #

A.—T think so. . N M

Q.—Do you consider that it is not possible to check it now ?

A.—According to my suggestion, of course, you will have
only one class of people from whom I have to make & selection.
1f T find they are not genuine consumers, I cah reject the ap-
plicatiop but if they satisfy me that they ~ °~ *

1 can grant the application. Asitis Iam in "
very, difficult for mo to check. N
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Q.~-In youvr apinion” there will be a elass of people whose
dr'm'zml is salishied from supply from onisile the provinee ?
A —1 do unat think tho (Ic.n\nrl uould re mﬂn if . 3011 satisfy
{Leir craving, : ,
Seravr ROIIINT KUMAR CHAUDEIURI :—Do you know
the consumers?
A.—1I do not know the people individually. -
Q.—Iiven in-the case of the registered - consumers. there
might Le men who are not real consumcrs7J
A.—There mayx be; Ido not do. denv
Q.—This smuggling and shortweight sales contlnue in order
lo wlnf\ the unye "Nf'wd consnmers - -
A.—Yes, These who deal in them will satlsfy themselvas
also. . .
Q.—You said the demand is onlv from Lhe unrev}steted
consunzers whose figure yvou mentioned as 2,500 2
A.—But you have lost sight of another class, Among the
consuming class there are those who. even now: want more.
Q.—But that number conld he. counterbalanced by the fact
that there arc some who have ah,eady b;eeu given more-?.
A.- Such cases are very small.
Q.— Do you not. agree, with me, that shortweight sale sav1n0~s
onlv W ould suflice for the quantity required, for suppl) ing these
2,500 men ? .
- A.=1 cannot rcally say that.
Srrsvr BRINDABAN CHANDRA GOSWAMI : —

Q.—S:apposing you register all the unregistered consumels
What quantity of opinm Would you want ?
. A.—Three thousand seven-hundred and fifty tolas takmg
an average of 1% tolas per head. T
Q,—What is the monthly ratLon, in thlS district.
A.—8ix maunds 21 seers. v
.- Mr.DAWSON; ——In; 1931-32 there were. 2 050 seels 1°sued
flom the treasury and in 1282-33 1,526 seers were 1<sued '
. S,RIJU’I‘ ROHINI KUMAR., CHAUDI—LU RI ——Hom do. you
say thatki_he“ﬁome of unreglstered cpnsumers. is 2 500 R ,
fe A ——-I‘rom the 1929i census:.
“ - Q.—But what-are the latest: ﬁgures ?

A.—T have not got later figures. ' * '
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Sr1syr BRINDABAN CHANDRA GOSWAMY -— »
Q.—You agree that short weight sale is universal ?
¢ AT should say, mostly. v ' i ,

Q.—Can you give us an idea what quantity on the average
they glve as shortweight ?

i A—I would say two to four annas That is my idea.. 1 I
1 Q-—The balance comes from smuggled opium ? .
&7 A—Poppy cultivation dnd smuggled opium.

v“ Sruyur, ROHINT KUMAR GHAUDHURI —
! i {Q.~You say there are 2,600 nuregistered consumers ?

A —Yes, !
in sQ—You are satisfied they are getling then‘ supply all
right ?

A —1 got the figures from the mahaldars. If they are real
opium-eaters they must get their full supply. ” Some of them
might have given it up. I cannot say that all the 2,500 are
real]y oplum consumers.

SRIIUT BRINDABAN OHANDRA GOSWAMI:—Is
opmm smugg\ed into*the plains into the hills or into both ?

o A —-So far as the detections show it is all in the plains. v
¢~ Q~—Can you gwn us an idea whether there is smugglihg in
the hills?

A—~In my time there has been no smuggling detected in the
Jhills, -~

Q —Only there is poppy, culhvatwn ?

A—Yes ! '

} Q.~—~In the hills there is no restnctxon ?

A.—No.

" Q.—At present even the rationed quantlty is not being tal\en

rand consumed by the people in’ the hills ,
v m 3 —Yes by some of the hill people There are some cases
where they cannot  purchase their full ration.

Lag Q-—-May I know what is the ration in the hills' last year
and this year ?
« o iy MR. DAWSON — C~ ;

A.~—Last year 1932-33, out of 1,526 seers for the whole
district 676 srers were issued to tho Mikir Hulls in »the previous
year 1931-82, out of 2,050 seers issued for tke
1,053 seers were for the Mikir Hills

t
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Q.—That is the rationed qUantlty ? AR

A.—That.is the issue. ' i ™ | f abon ey

Q.—Is that chop due to economic’ depréssion in thé hills ?

KaaN BamaDur MUHAMMAD CHAUDHURY i= There
is another thing that 1 suspect in the hillg’’ * The mahaldans
take less opium from the treasury’ saying- there is® o ~demand.
They take a lessquantity but.-they, make, up.{or! the'-regnisite
quantlby to the pass-holders by .supplementing..{rom, their own
stock, £ mean flom the stock they have accumulated by selling
shortweight. This has come to my notice -only very récently.
If you check the passes you might bé -ableto’detectsome .faking
in the passes. IR

{ « Srrsur-ROHINI KUMAR .CHAUDHURI :—In- sp;tte of

the fact there is no 1estrlotlon in the hilis, these thmgq are going

on? ' I A Y e N7 i~~/
A—~—Yes because there are a lot. of, unrecrlsteled ’consumels

.thele " gl R O A T B

TEE CHAIRVIAN —-—That proves that evexyboay has been
given a pass?. . i

A.—Who says that ever ybodv has goﬁ a pass '? < When I go
out on tour in the hills there are . many. of -them coming to me
asking for passes, And then it ismot all that approach me, So
there are many more who have not appr oached me that.are; want-

Q.—Do yot not issue passes to {hose Who have a];)l;loached
you ? . ) A

A.—Yes it I am satisfied that they are real consumers.

Srryor ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: -—'Dhat( ig the
defect of the pass system ?

A.—You say so about the plains but you do not say that for
the hills. Let me explain. In the plains my Inspector takes
the report about the applicant. The, applicant’ is then sent to
the Civil Surgeon and after he cer tifies the case comesto me for
disposal, But in the hills T am. my owh authority. 1n’the plains
I am fettered by other things such as the refisal of the 01v11
Surgeon to give a certificate.

TrE COAIRMAN :—In the hills you issue passes to those
who, you consider, are consumers? ¢ o

A.—Yes. Co e c .

Q.—The real consumers no* doubt approach you >

A...,_YGS. . Poete T8 ‘ H .
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1.0 i1 Qe—In;that caselyéu havé refused =:large.number of, appll-
Gaticus of real consumers ? s Ui

¢ AT wonlt agree:: I-gdtout only orice in-two or. three years
into the hilfs:,I- st‘w,xthere only Ifcr three days orcso.and how,
‘many can see me in: that. time 2;. ‘ A bt

7 L

e Q—Wouldnt not;be beithr . 1f there i i gradusl restristion.in
the hills so that the people there would be afraid to-tike.opinm
and there wounld be,created some.fear.and moral effect? ..

v AgFear, I'.[ do not agree, , Bnp morul eﬁpct T agree. ,
Miuravr ABDUR RABIM GHAUDHURY».»—DO you,not
think that if the sawe leniency is,shown in the plains smuggling
and shnrtwewht s'v,les Wlll g9 0 on? o " sl
R —r-Wlthout any, educatlve work, 1 thmk there will be
‘Some pedple’ who Will smuggle, ai
. . Sewur  ROHINI KUMAR . CHAUDHURI ——In your
oplmou Wo w 111 not gam ‘verv much by contm\nng the pohcy ? "

¢ A iTnless thige tlnngs are checked that I menhoned before-
RAT Bamapur NILAMBAR DATTA :—
s Qermirom what plav,e except the Mikir hills is opium smug-
3

I
gled into I\owgon,,, .

A.—Tt is very dxfﬁc\ﬂt h) s'w. One case I mentioned from
JNowgong.. But h‘um the pamphlet  issued by Mr. Dawson;I find
lhere abe $évcial soutces, there s tho Afghamstzm opium, thera

opium from Malws, Hill Tipperah, opinm, opium from, Conch
j]3611%:’}”.’L‘:’om‘i:lm“x\ otth-East Frontier, from China. It lS really
difficult to say from where all the oplum Is commg

¢ 1:QL=Ts this'rmtkgling then due to the lmv  price of smuggled
oplum ? . . ,
Py —-It IS ﬂﬁe’(o ﬂ'o !\eon demand here. ,' e

AN S L

~d Q. -Beca.us\, a5 you have ulteady stated, the supply here is
"mucli less than the demand ? Lo et

sofi AveYes!'T Thb consnmers will: purclnse it any wir. -

4

EARTALWIUR z
LN Kok’ ans do you su""est for tfne provaEEiL C" L3
DO ot o=
nfiiaglild's* T do not, taeall 1 ircasury o_[\u.:r e £ ez spe
,ing of cbrﬁtraﬁmnd ppititn,
1 Rt I AR A
iriless you increase the. staff fo & enrsifemis e
and perule for more, patrol work, -nofiSnz o bo dime,
—You" suggest mcrensmv the vty
¢ i As—Yes and more patrols. R
Q.~—I3 that the only memns won oy HEPaE <

i e, 0.

T - -
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- A, —If you can reéduce the demaund here then smuggling
will go.

Q —Do you not admit that this marter of reducing the
demand is entirely in your own hauads in this distriet P

A.—1I do not think so, Both ‘the public’ and the Govern:

ment should combine. It that is done that would bring abous
good resulfs.

Q.—Do you suggest temperance associations?

A—1 have no fzmcy for these hlo‘h BOU.D.dl[lO' names 1
should like actual work in the villages.

Q.—Do you think that increase in the preventlve staff will
have the desired effect of cheeking the contraband opinm ?

A.—7Yes. There should also be a favourabls opinion regard-
ing reduction of demand.

Srsvr ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :—The only
method you suggest is to give them the opium and reduce the
demand for illicit opium p

A.—Yes.

Rar Banapur NILAMBAR DATTA :—Consumption of
treasury opium from illicit sources is on the increase ?

A.—Yes. ' '

Q.—To what extent is it due to the slack supervision of the
Excise staff ?

A —1 would say that it is more due to the inadequacy of
the Excisc staff than to their slackness.

Srrgur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :-~You have
no fear about corruption ?

A.—There might be corruption in the subordinate staff, I
quite suspect. But not in the higher provincial services, -

Ra1 Bapapur NILAMBAR DATTA :—Can you say why
shortweight is not detected P

A.—We are doing our hest to check it. These mahaldars
have their organised espionage system. Thoy are immediately
warned at sight of the car that the Deputy Commissioner is
coming. They know when the Superintendent is approaching.

Q.—How many passes have you cancelled on account of
detection of these shortweight sales P

A.—Tast year I myself detected one case "and cancelled {he
1ease in Diphu.

Q.—Am I to understand from your evidence that the failure
of this policy is due to the surplus sale by. the lessees ?

A.—Yes. That is in addition to the poppy cultivation
and smuggling from outside.
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Q —Mainly it is due to the fact of this shortweight‘séle ?
Urp _Nes <) A [ 1 (A
N N
Q —Isit nat o fact thot this mattet is entwdly in your
hands to prevent ? R
04 £ gd" ot think it‘is dhitircly fn my hands™ T have
got the poyer but I have no means of doing that. v 1‘ b ," voA
o j‘Q.—’-—E[ﬁ)”\v"’x.na’ny opium shops are there ixt Nowgong? ™
A —Torty-one v ;e
3, Q ~How many leases have you recalled last year on account
of shortweight sales P J
A.~SBix in 1931-22 and 2 in 1932-83
Q.~—Can you give me any reason for these nominal defec-

tions 1n your district after admitting that shortweight sale is very
common m Nowgong and that out of 41 shops only 2 leases
werd recalled on acepunt of ’shoitwelgl:xt sale ? -0

7 YALT have'nlready said thel it isa very difficult matier” for
deteotion. 'The more you detect the more clever the lessees be-
come and take to different ways of escaping detection.

Q.—Do you think that the present margin of profit allowéd

to the vendor'by‘Government is adequate ?

't ¢ A'In some cases it may 'be adequate and in some other

§

cases it may not be, v
Q.—~Tsthat your reason 'why"you could not detect more
offences of shortweight sale 2 Lar 4

A —No, Al T can say is thataf you were in my place you
can see for yourself the difficulty that there is in detecting.

Q.~-Things are so different in my district and our Superin-
tendent has recalled many leases Can you give an idea, what

(illicit profit tho lesseos make, |, 0 b

" A1 think the average 15 three aunasin the tola. | ;

{ + Q.—Do you think that the people of Assam consider that the
present policy of Government 1s causing great hardship to the
largenumber of unregistered consumers who are /as—many as
2,600 in your district ? .

. 1" sA.—T am sorry I have not heard of any sympathy expressed
hy anybody - nootlona

" » #{Srrrur ROHINI, KUMAR CHAUDHURI —. +

Q T tbis the first timo you have heard of #sympathy

¢ on hebalf of the opium-eaters P § .

"A~Yes, f e 0 ;
4 Har'Bluapur NILAMBAR DA
get your full land revenue from the +,

}

’
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A.~If you can reduce the demaud here {hen smuggliog
will go.

Q —Do you not admit that this matter of reducing the
demand is entirely in your own hands ia this district ?

A.—1I do not think so. Both the public and the Governs
ment should combine,  If that is done that would bring about
gool results.

Q.—Do you suggest temperance associations?

A.—I have no fancy for these high sounding names. [
should like actual work in the villages. )

Q.—Do you think that increase in the preventive stalf will
have the desired effect of checlking the contraband opinm ?

A.—Yes. There should also be a favourabls opinion regard-
ing reduction of demand,

Seryur  ROUHOINT KUMAR CHAUDHURI :—The only
method you suggest is Lo give them the opium and reduce the
demand for illicit opium ?

A.—Yecs.

Rar Bamapur NILAMBAR DATTA :—Consumption of
treasury opium from illicit sources is on the increase ?

A.—Yes. .

Q.—To what extent is it duo to the slack supervision of the
Excise staff ?

A —1 would say that it is more due to the inadequacy of
the Execisc stafl than to their slackness,

Srigur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :-~You have
no fear about corruption ?

A.—There might be corruption in the subordinate staff, I
quite suspect. But not in the higher provincial services.

Rar Basapor NILAMBAR DATTA. :—Can you say why
shortweight is not detected P

A.—We are doing our best to check it. These mahaldars
have their organised espionage system. They are immediately
warned at sight of the car that the Deputy Commissioner is
coming. They know when the Superintendent is approaching.

Q.—How many passes have you oancelled on account of
detection of these shortweight sales ?

A.—Tast year I myself detected one case and cancelled {he
lease in Diphu.

Q.—Am I to undevstand from your evidence that the failure
of this policy is due to the surplus sale by the lessees P

A.—Yes. That is in addition to the poppy cultivatim
and smuggling from outside.
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Q. —Mainly it is due to the fact of this shorbweight~sile ?
S e s, A 1 j I A
A=Y, ! o RV
Q —Is 1t not a fact that this mbtter is edbirely in your
hands to provent ? e
904 71060t 'think it “is eétircly in my hands” T have
got the power but I have 0o means of doing that. * ‘r ]‘ h , vt
A Q,‘—F-Ha)}!famat'xy opium shops fare there 1f Nowgong ?
34 A 0 3 Al
A.—~Torty-one ! [ 50
.+ ;. Q —How many leases have you recalled last year on account
of shurtweight syles P
A.~Six in 1931-32 and 2 in 1932-38. .
Q.—Can you give me anv reason for these nominal deteo-
tions in your disrict after admitting that shortweight sale is very
common in Nowgong and that out of 41 shops only 2 leases
*were recalled on akeount of shortweight sale ? - )
! VAT have alreadysaid that it isa very difficult matler’ for
detection. The more you detect the more clever the lessees be-
rcome:and take to different ways of escaping detection, -
Q.—Do you think that the present margin of profit allowed
to the vendor byGovernment is adequate ?
WS 7 AleIn some cases it may 'be adequate and in somé other
cases it may nof be, Pt
Q.—Isthat your reason why you could not detect more
offences of shortweight sale ¥ . t
A —No. AU T can say is that if you were in my place you
. can see for yourself the difficulty that there is in detecting.
'Q.~Things are so different in my district and our Superin-
tendent has recalled many leases Canyou give an idea, what
Tlicit profit the lesscos make ? '

B
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AL think the average 1s three annasin the tola. ”i
3 + Q.—Do you think that the people of Assam consider fhat the
present policy of Government is causing great hardship to the
largomumber _of :unregistered consumers who are :as ~many a5

2,500 in your district ? -

.t yA~~T am sorry I have not heard of any sympathy expressed

by anybody. . .-
< » 118ruzur ROHINI  KUMAR OI{AUQHm

Q —Ts tbis the first time you b~
1 on helialf of the opiwm-caters ? y
" Ae=Yosd ¢ 3 *
"/ “RAY BAuAvur/NILAMBXR PATT
get your full land revenue from the -,
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A.—They arc mostly defaulters.

Q.—IIave you notified in the last year asking applications
. to be submitted for.opram licenses P .

1 ?

A,—Yeos, ‘ .
Q.—Do you remember the number -of applications }ou
received last year approximately ? L ‘
A.—7 do not remember the figures. The clerk just now
tells me that there were 700 applications and I find that. I
granted 5410 of them. ,
Q.—There were on'y 700 applications out of 2,500 anticipat-
cd consumers ? )
A.—Yes.
Q.—~Does this figure 540 include Mikir Hills P '~
: A:'—:YCS. ‘ 1 “ . \ )
) —Did yon go round with the Civil Surgeon to the different
important oentres to see the applicants and grant passes or did
_ you decide on the applications sitting in your office ?
A,—I disposed of them,both while I was on tour and ,from
;, my hqadqnarters. , . \ y
Q.—You dispesed. of them mostly in the headquarters ?
- . A.—T should put it about-half on tour and half’in the
headquarters. ‘ ‘ \ P )
Q.—Do you sit with the Civil Surgeon ?, , . ..
A.—Not on cvery occasion ?
Q.—Yon decide also on ‘your own experience P.
A.—I consult him in all cases. He may not be by my side
but all the same I consult him. oo
' Q.—Do you remember whether every facility is given to the
applicants to appear before the Civil Surgeon without' paying
any fees ? -
A.—T received no such complaint that any fees were asked.

_ Q.—I want to know whether overy facility was given ?

A.—Yes. Y

'Q —Do you'think that registered opium-eaters welcome this

reduction of ten per cent. ? R
A.—Icannot say that they welcome it. But I'should say

. they do not, . o o -7

Q.—When you go out on tour do not you see the villagers for
anything and have you not asked them about this? -You have

o, Local Board work and therefore, you have very little work ?

¢ (4

«
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A ~Rai Bahadur 1s the Chanman ofithe Local Bomil and
ho considers that 1t 1s only Ins work thatwshewy  ,, _;

» + Q—Are the people satisfied with thisposey y 3 ¢y
4y A —~They are not satisfied ? [EEE TR O (A
Q —Do they complain fo you when yon goout o1 15 el
A —T receive complamnts that they are m trouble’ — /
Q -—Da you approve of the ilea of edgagmy Gbverdment
agency to sell opium mstead of the lessees ? 20 ~t
; tA-I have recommended3tha jmil system or the Realed
packet system ~ And to that I added that without fhis:system»
af you only substituted Government agency 1t would jonly; lead
to corruption o
; ¥ Q —Do yon think that the ‘iuteresés of the unregistered
consumers there gs negessity now to, 1eopen the, registers and
bring their names 1nlo the book specially  considering the
economie depression 1 your district ? Tt
Would yém Icoﬁs?der thatt 19 nee¢ssary to }Jelp these men
m ther ec?nomll. distress shd poverty ? o
VA hive alre;xdy said that ol
Srrsur BRINDABAN CHANDPA GOSWAMI—You
sud that there was a shoitweight case in Dypbu ? Y]
s A—Yes 3 ool 1f fadt
Q —Willyou correct me 1f 1 say that 3t wasa caks of 1llegal
possession of opram ? ! ij Lo
, A—You are maling a nnshl\% and coq?foundmg {hers
nas a Diphu cdse of 1llecal possession that was caught, by ,th
Exoise Supbrintendent  Hut tlns  cast of’ <hoy %wuth J,Imz,f
mentioned was caught By’mé 101981 32 Baparam Saliﬂ'ﬁ. was
the lescee By v " o v
‘ Rar Bamapur NILAMBaR DATTA —Ts there any order
i sforce herelo use a scale jontsde each opmm ysligp by the
lessees fo welght oprum by the consamers if they hhe ? o
A —No I do nottlunk I bave 1ssucd any such order!
¢ Q-—Do yvou use the medicinal scale ? £y 1=
A —The scale w ed s ” oo e
Examined by Srryur
¢ 1 Q—~You nreagawmnst the continuance of this policy ? 0
A —Yeos et tr
Q ~7Your reasons aro that the smugglers aro getting moner
which would have come to the Government coffers, a
A —Yes

f

t
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Q.—Secondly the mahaldats are enjoying illicit profit ?
A —Yes. ,
Q.~Thirdly it has added to the ceonomic {rouble of the

opinm-rater inasmuch as he has {o pay a high sum for the opium
he wants and that he eannot do withont ? -
A.~Yes. , o
Q.—These are the evils of tho present policy:? ;
A.—Yos. L
. Q.—And you say ihat for these reasons the policy ‘should be
discontinued ? - C
A.—Yecs. « ‘
Q.—As against these, you have told us thatat any rate there
have not been any new addicls amongst' the people specially
among the younger gencrations as a result of the existence of
the present policy ? , - b
A.—I do not say there are no new addicts at all. .
Q.—Nobody can say that there are no new addicts.. at- all-
But the eficot has been that the policy bas greatly checked

the habit ?
, A.—Yes it has worked as a check. L
Q.—ATlter all you can see that if one person has taken 'to
this habit, he is spoiling three successive generations, that is the
effect of opium ? Y
A.—1 admit that the effect of the drug is bad. But how
many gonerations it effects I cannot say. .
' Q.—At any rate there is this good to be admitted for this
policy that it has checked some of the younger gencrations from
taking to the habit and to that extent you are piactically doing
good for the successive generations ?
A.—1f you do not allow anybody to get it, the effect would
be excellent I admit. _
Q.—That effect you have obtained to the small extent it has
gone ? -
A.—Yes. . X
Q.—And you want to sacrifice that effect in order to remove
the evils you have enumerated ?
.~ A.—1 do want to eradicate the evil but the difficulty is your
method does notappeal to me. _ ) X
Q.—Do you not desire that the effect that the policy has
produced on the younger generation should be continued 2.
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e~ A Certainly, But the other ovil effcets should be oradi.
cated . ¢ : !

£« 1Q.—~Do you considér that the evils that you mentioned out-
weigh the advantiges that you have got in the case of the youns
ger generation L

s A—Tshould think 5o, onthe whole. If you can save all the
young géner ¢ion'then I can agree

-, QDo you not consider that the evils you mention ars
moie or less those that atfect only the revenucs of Government ?

A.~-May be that it affects Government revenue alsc but
then it affects the people as well. Government revenue is in-
directly affected.i But 1t directly affects the people first. Should
we not stop people getting illicit supply ? .

Q.—What other renedy can you suggest to prevent the
younger generation from getting into this habit ?

. A.—Ashave sald, my remedy would be educative propa-
ganda and creation of public opinion against the evil and so forth.

Q.TCOuld vou give some illustrations ?

A~—You may put in your text books the evil effects of opium
sn that the young] boys| may know and avid it. You can have
propagands work by lantern {ectures showing bow the opium-
eater suffrs and ruins his health. You can have willage organ-
sation workig in the village. These are some that occur to me
im1 ediately.

Q.—Tf these means are adopted, you say the evils could be
stopped ?

A —Yes, gradually.

Q.—Inhow many years could you give ussoms iden? Isit
a theusand years, five hundred years or a century, what period ?

A.~1 would say from,20 to 25 years.

Q.—Can you give us an instance of any other country where

by such ‘methods as you suggest they have got rid of such evils ?

A.—T have not heard of opium habit being prevalent any-
 where else. But in Americn take the case of lignor.

Tre CHAIRMAN :—Q.—You won’t put liquor in America
the same position as opium in Assam ?

A.~—Lignor is not considerel an evil simply by :
alone. But opium is considered bad iu Indin alone.
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Sereer BOIINT K'UMAR CITAUDHURT :—Yon mean
o that your tofnl prohibiticn system may nt fail in Assam?

Ao Provide D van know how o tackle it.  If you approsch
the thines in right dircetion you may be able to stop it
Q.o Yo are in favour of compnlsory prohibition in Assam 7

A—=Hitean be sfoppel it shoold  bo stopped:  But howit
ean b bapped T eannnt wee,

C Ba Bananen NILAMBAR DATIA — Do you think
thixopisue hahit ean be cured ¥

A.—T eannnt zayif the habit can be cured.

Seyser ROHINT KUMAR CHAUDITURL—Do yon mean
th say that the experiment is worth trying ?

AT say we should try some other method.
{}-—~You have not suzgested another method ?

A.—Tspoke abont the educative method and lantern lectures
and creation of pubtie opinion .

0).—Do you advocale the methods adopted by America in
Awnm ?

A.-—Secing the vesult in America I cannot advise.

Q.—Because you say it has failed in  America ?

A.—Tt may fail here.

Q.—C.uld you give us your definite opinion and help us
please ?

A.—1I{ is not an attractive proposition for me.

Q.—At the same time it is not inadvisable ?

A.--T have said it is not sttractive for me.

Q.—Can you tell me if you have any definite objection ?

A.—1 have no objection if the Government want fo try.

Q.—Do you say that you won’t try because it has failed in
America ? {

A.—There are other reasons a'so.

Q —Do you think that in Americy they have not succeeded |
in reducing the consumption of liquor ?

A.—They may have succeeded, I cannot say. On the whole,
I hear, they have not succeeded.
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' Q7~Soybu have'not sridied that question ® ¥ - 7~
4 ~ » 4 3

A.-JNO.‘ . ‘o ! ' O '
. FUR . .
Q.—Supposing this policy is carried on for the mext five
years, opium will be practically nou-existent excepting in the
case of the aged persons, Do you Lhink the people will get their

supply from the smugglers ?
A.—They would get their supply.

@ —There would be no more shortweight sales ; at least
you would be rid of that ?

A —Yes, *

+Q.—Do you believe that these prople who are now taking
opium will even then Dbe taking opiuum from the illicit sourecs
Just as they are getting it from Leit sourees ?
. A.~—They might.

Q.~And the preventive staff wonld not be able to do any-
thing ?

A.—They may he able to stop some,

Q-~—Would the majority of these people take to smuggled
opivm ?

A.—T cannot say that. That is a hypothetical question and
1 cannot visualise so far, ,

Q.—Nor can yon definitely say that they would get the sup-
ply from the smugglers ¢ And in the mean while there is the
fact that the stalf may be more crganised ?

A.—Commonsense says that the smugglers also would be
mors and more organised to meet the new situation. ‘Lhey would
also calculate that there would be a good market afterwards.

Q.—~Would anyone give up the habit in your cpinion ?

A.~T ocannot say how many will give it up and how many
will retain the habit.

Q.—You are not in & position to advise us ?

A.—~T only say it may not stop the opium habit and that opi-
am-eaters will «t1ll remain ?

Q.—And the district excise staff and the special staff win
not be able to do anythiog in the matter ? ,

A.~—They will do something but you cannot expect them to
do the impassibie, . .

Q,—You have said that on account of the inadequacy of the
stafl thoy have not been able to do sufficient wor™™ »

7

.

’
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: A.—You have ot some amount of slnckness also. Byt in-
adequacy is largely responsible, for the paucity of detections
Q.—1f tho preventive stafl is considerably increased you may
be able to cope with the situation ? T e
A.—If it very largely increased there will be better results.
Q.—Do you know the amount that Government at presenf
spends on the preventive staff P
A.—1I have no idea, :
Q.—7You also believe that these lessees are the agents of the
smugglers ? ' ,
A.—Yecs ; but I think that some of the middlemen who take
it for bussiness are also the agents T
Q.—Generally speaking the mahaldars are the ageunts of the
smugglers ? '
A.—Generally speaking, yes.
Q.— With the continuance of this policy the mah.ldars will
lose their agents ?. -
A.—Yes, many of them.
Q.—And the task of the preventive staff would be much
lower than now ? ’ 5
S

A.—1 cannot say that. :
" Q —Will you please tell us how shortweight sales affect the

present policy P

A.—In the way that the total consumption has remained the
same. It isalso encouraging people to take to opium. ’

Q.—You say it is creating new converts P

A.—Yes.

Q.—That is how shortweight sales is effecting the policy ?

A.—Not merely that. Your objeet now is to stop opium but
you are not achieving that aim. The results that you are merely
unsucecessful in your object but you are quite unneoessarily
losing your revente. ‘

Q —Let us take one thing at a time. By this distribution
of opium to registered consumers by means of shortweight sales,
the total quantity is not affected and you are not spreading the,
habit further ? You are not increasing the stock by the policy
of the ten per cent. reduction ?

A.—But it is increasing from other sources.

Q.—You said that the mahaldars are creating new couverts
in order to sell their shortweight opium ? C -

A.—If people know there is a saving they come for opium.

Q.—Can you tell me of any other evil that this shortweight

practice is creating ?
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+1' +A ~LYes The Spium habit is still there and the -policy is
-meant ta stop it. ¢ HE oge o M tih

Q.—Supposing T tm a reaistered ‘opinia consarher. T gt
my ration from tha mahaldar who has saveda “cettain amount
from shortweight sale, I goto him. for purchasipg that ,opium
"and after all Iww‘von}d ,get only what, 1 would haye originally
got? ' ‘ .
¢ . —~How do you Ktow? 'You might“be getting more than
the pass allows.’ >~ ) R - K

Q.~From the mahaldar ? ¢

A —Yes fo, o o °° *

é.—if anyone is anxious to eradicate the ovil, would it not
be advisable to get rid of it by graiually accustoming ihe addicts
to Jower and lewér rati ns-and ultimatelp do mway with it

- 7A —TYes if that can be done: ' Bat youwhave not been able
to do that. ) ‘ .
"1y TrE CHAI'UMAN -—The question of loss of Government
revenue may <ometimes cloud the issne, But leaving aside that
question altogether donlt you think that shortweight sales will
npt affect the policy as the amount of opium saved by the
mahaldar is distuibated within the province, and’ when the- time
comes that after five years treasury opium is altogether stopped
then there nill be no more shortweight sales ?
A, —But they would get their supply from elsewhere. ,

Q.—Then we will have only to tagkle smugglediopium and
,poppy cultivation ? .

A—Yes.

"5 Qe—~You said that by supplying the demand it will help the
reduction eventually afier many years by propagandaiand other
means ? Coa s H

A.—~Yes, ! t

Q,.——Now’ in the hill areas y<;u are i:ryin:g to supprlyq that
demand. There is practically no restriction there ? ,

A.~TWe have the pass system there. They are not absolute-
ly frae. . P -

Q.T-Any way they ‘aro freer there, Is it more successful in
preventing the consumption of opium by the” younger people or
by othier people than it is suocesstul here in the plains P

A.—Here the people are diffcrent from the people ‘in tli

lliﬂxl)s'i‘ You will find the hill peopls take very long to give up the
abit, . i :

A}

st

R
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QQ.—To you consider that your method of supplying the
demand wild be more succossful than the strict measures contem-
pluted under the present policy in the plains P

A.~In hoth they are equally unsuccessful,

Q.—Suppnsing  we take vour suggestion and supply the
demand,  Will it not be as nnsuceessful as in the hills ?

A.—In the plains we shall resort to other means also such
s propagaunda work at the same as wo are contiauing the cut
policy.

QQ.—Sn yeu will continue tha cut policy P

A.~1I do not know; il necessary I suppose you should.
But I cannot say which system is better.

Swwer ROOINI KOUMAR CHAUDBURI :—If you go on
opening the registers from time to time is there not a danger of
new addicts coming in ?

A.—~Il yvou sucecessfully do the propaganda work it would
gradually reduce tho number.

Q.—Why do you want the register at all ?

A.—To allow the opium-eaters who get their supply by
illicit mecans to get by licil means.

Tur CUAIRMAYN :—

Q.—When you say propaganda work you are not very much
in favour of officials doing thut ?

A.—1 would leave it to the general public. Of course
Government will co-operate. .

Q.—1f that opium policy is given up and the prepaganda
is carried by non-officials would it not create a bad moral effect on
the younger generation who will be led to believe that Govern-
ment after all are not against this opium habit for they are after
the revenue? And would not that impression encourage them

to take to the habit again ?
A.—I do not think like that.

Srisvr ROBINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :—1If the people
do not carry on this propaganda you on the cide of the Govern-
ment will not think about it. That is to say if people remain
indifferent the Government should also remain indifferent? Is
that the position ?

A —But I do not see why Government should iuterferc in
matters in which popele are themselves indifferent.
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No 7:\ st a Wy o ‘ ¥ i
- 1 Next the Committe¢ exafined Rar Sams GOLAK
CHANDRA GOSWAMI

His replies to the questiornaire are printed at page 5T of
the p inted *rephes. A
¢« Examined by the CHATIRMAN—

Q —You say that this 10 per cent cut policy has been a
suceess ?

A —Yes, t

Q.—You say that to a large extent smuggling info Assam
is reduced. Are you speaking of smuggling in the whole of
Assam or are you speaking of Nowgong alone® -

A.~I talk about the whole of Assam.

Q.—On what informatjon do you base your statement and
what 18 the source of your opinion ?

A.~—The source of my information is fiom the newspapers
and from the general falk with many of my friends and talk with
the Excise officers.

Q.—Fiom your talk with the Excise officers you gather that
there is not much smuggling into Assam ®
., A~—Yes.

Q.—Did nnt the Pxcise officers give you any idea that there
is & great deal of smuggled opium in Assam P

A —No.

Q —There is one other statsment you have made in answer
to question No 5. You say :—* Before my eyes and eyes of tho
‘Excise and other officers there are some unregistered consumers
who aro enjoying unauthorised opium ”? You still stick to that
statements? .

A.—Yes.

. Q —Yon say they know that these unregistered consumers
are consuming opium that is unauthorised ?

A.—Yes,
Q.—5till they do not prosecute them #
A —No

- Q.~—Do you have any particular instance in mind of such
cases of persons who consume opium without any passes but who
ate seen by the Excise officers 7 ’

A.—T can ¢ite instances,
Examined by Mz, DAWSON —
Q —You have been a mauzadar for a good many years ?

. + 0

A —Yes,
Q —Your father too, was a mauzadar before you?
A-—Yes,

Q —You are also an honorary magistrate ®
A.~—Yes,
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Q.—Look at your answer to question No 6 please: “I
cannot say the number of unregistered opium-caters of the dist.
rict.  The number of such men at present in the radius of 4
miles from Kampur opium shop is about 60”. Do you make
that statement as an actual fuct from your own knowle&gc?

A.—T consulted with the Kampur opium lossee and I also
thought over the matter.

Q.—1 do not wish to eross examine you. But are you satis-
fied that that statement is fairly correct ?

A.—Yes.

Q.—Theroe is one more thing I will ask. On the whole,
Rai Sahib, yow are in favour of the present policy ?

A.—Yes.

Q.—And you do not think that there will be much danger
by contin ing it for 5 years more ?

A.—That is my view.

Q.—But you want some steps being taken for checking
shortweight sales and things like that ?

A.—Yes.

Q.—Now just look at the end of your replies: “ It is ‘to be
donsidered if the retvil sale can be managed by the servants paid
by the Government "'? ‘ )

A.—Yes.

Q.—Do you suggest that they should have a fixed pay?

A.—Yes. ‘

«  Q.—Do you think that would be an improvemeniz, do you
honestly belicve that ?

A.—TIsay it from this point of view that they would be Gov-
érnment servants and thcy would be afraid of prosecutions and
of losing their job if they misbehave. .

Q.—That is your point of view ?

A,—Yes. -

Examined by Sr1svr MAHENDRA NATH GOHAIN —
¢ Q.—Do you think that these posts should be made pension-
able ? '

A.=Yes, if Government desires it.

Q.—What would you give them ?

A.—Tn these hard days I think Rs. 30 would be sufficient.

Q.—They should be just like other Government servants and
be subject to the rules?
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BlLT: yrogls Caid rave Pl rme e 2N g T
Q.—About the 60 umegxstcred oplum eaters round about '
Kampur would- you like to-give them passes? IR PHENE E
A.—If the Excise Departmont is ot infa'pcs xon %o ‘clebl *
it and theso pedple have'to pay higher prices for opium] -théteby
ruining their family, I think it is bettcx to register thom:i- I. s'\y .
only i you cannot keep them under contro], 1 think this is the
only remedy. But if the department can, check shortwewht sale
anl smuvglmg cte., thote is nb need of giving moké passes. !

QA ~1f they cannot check them the registers’ should be
opened again ? L
A.—Yes. B
Q.~For how many years ? ’

A.—At least forthe next five years. -
Q'~—1In that caso would it not so happen that many peop]a
who are not actual consumers would come and iry to get opium:
passes as a business proposition or for some such other- purpose ?

A.—Government should t)kc steps fo'stop such casos
-1 Qe=How ?

N *A —No one should be given a pass for opium unless he'
requires it necbssanly for lns health or on account of his? old
agellt . )
Q.—Who is to certify that ? -
A.—The doctor, it should be certificd by two local--nentlo-

.

[

mén ‘
Q. —~will you be ablo to tell in your Iocmhty umong those
peoplo who apply for passes who ave really in need of it and who
are not rcquum" 1t? Lo S PUISH
oA —Yes. o Yo ""v‘.‘,r Co
Q.—What about this reduction policy ? Do you thmk that
this reduction poli¢y of reducing the rations year by year is Lc(’p~
ing the consumers satisfied with their 1cdl.ccd rations ? B
A —-—'Ihey are not satisfied. < Lo S
¥ Q.—You think {he'veduotion is a f.\lae otie aud althounh tho
Government is reducing the ration the ¢ consumors are trymg ,to
supplemcnt it by some other means ?

A.~Yes, in somecascs of course they:try to supplamené 115. i

-1 Q.~Do you ihink -that . m tlnt case: reductmn wuuld be
stopped permanently ? . _ . -

A~1t is very diffiealt to sahsfy the opxum ‘eaters:
inore they get the more they would want, Bub
want to help the people they should not bo infl
considerations.

-



82

Q.—1Would you fix any age-limit over which there should
be a permanent ration ? At present it is 60, ' '
A.—I suggested the age of 456 and I say that those below 45
should not be given passes.
. Q.—Do you suggest that in the case of persons over 45, their
rations should not be aflected ?

A.—I think now that 50 years is good.

Examined by Mr. E. 8. ROFFEY—

Q.—Mow many rogistered consumers are there in your
mauz ?

A.—Tcannot cay.

Q.—Can you fell me roughly ?

A.—It may be about 100,

Q.—Do the consumers pay up their rent punctually or are
they in arrears in their revenue payments ?

A.—Most of them are in arrears. Theyare bad defaulters

Q.~—What about the rest ?

A.—Those who are not opium consumers they are in every
way better, in their mode of living, in their maintaining their
family and in every respect.

Examined by Szrsor BRINDABAN CHANDRA GOS-
WAMI :—You want to re-open the register ¢ ' )

A.—T have provided this only in case the department is not
able to check the short sales, ete. I know that if you re-open the
registers there would be lots of new men seeking registration.
Still seeing the present sad condition and distress of the unregis-
tered men, it is for their benefit that I mainly want it to be
re-opened. IFrom that point of view I consider that i$ is rathera
good thing to open it.

Q.—Registers should be opened to all or only to men of
certain age ?

A.—T would like to cite one instance in this conucetion.
Just near the circle office on the banks of the Kapili river,
there are 4 boys between the ages of 15 to 21 who are opium
consumers. Only the eldest has got a pass and the remaining
three have no passes. Fora long time from their boyhood I
have seen they are enjoying opium and now mnobody can check
them. I know it; the Bxcise officers know it and all know ir.
It was started when they were young by their mother af a t%me
when there was no restriction. ‘

Q.—Suppose you have the power would you let these young

men have opiam ? -
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& —They have been so long accustomed to opium that
even if you attempt stopping they would somehow ges. it.

Q ~—Generally up to what age would you allow passes ¥ .

AlwTo persons up £ the age of 45 they chould not be
allowed. Above 45 if they aie real addiots passes should be
given providel the shortweights, ete., are not checked.

{ Mr. DAWSON —I tlunk you smd 40 in your stafcment
in answer to question 12 ?

A.—T want to make it 45 now.

Q —Yhy are these boy consumers not prosecuted, didjou
send & report to the officers ?

s 3 A —T submitted rcporls now and then, I produced them.
before some officers even.

Q —Do you know why they were not detected 2

A.~—TI do not know. Thoedepartment hnows.

Q —Do you consider that tls great evil shonld bo stoppel
at onte if possible ?

Al—Yes.

Examined by Raz, BAEADUR NILAMBAR DATTA—

Q —According to you, the Government policy 1s a success ¥

A —Yecs,

'Q.—You are also in favour of continuing the present
pohey 7

A.—Yes,

Q.—You know fhat this cat will be continued for & years
more 7

A.~—Yes

Q'—And after that there will be no excise opinm in Assam
except for those above 50 ?

A.—Yes.

Q —Am I to understind from yourstatement that it would
be wise for the Government to open the registers for the unregis-
tered opium-eaters now ? -

A.TYGS.

© Q+—Your reason for that is that the dépdrtment Has no-
been ableto check shortweight sales, otc. And the main reason
is they are paying heavy rates for the opium they want and it is
desirable that registers should bo opened for the benefit of those
persons ? ,
T ASYes, : , J
Q—Tnn'yoh day what thoy are paying for {heir Gpium ?
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Q.—Would you fix any age-limit over which there should
be a permanent ration ? At present it is 50. ' '

A.—1I suggested the age of 45 and I say that th -
should not boogoiven pnsses.b y that those below 45

Q.—Do you suggest that in the case of persons over 45, thei
rations should not be affected ? persons over 45, thelr

A.—TIthink now that 50 years is good.
Examined by Mz. E. S. ROFFTEY—

Q.—How many registered consumers are there in your
mauza ?

A.—TI cannot say.
Q.—Can you tell me roughly ?
A.—It may be about 100,

Q.—Do the consumers pay up their rent punctually or are
they in arrears in their revenue payments ?

A.—DMost of them are in arrears. They are bad defaulters-
Q.—What about the rest ?

A.—Those who are not opium consumers they are in every
way better, in their mode of living, in their maintaining their
family and in cvery respect.

Examined by Srriur BRINDABAN CHANDRA GOS-
WAMI : —You want to re-open the register 2 -

A.—1T have provided this only in case the department is not
able to check the short sales, etec. I know that if you re-open the
registers there would be lots of new men seeking registration.
Still seeing the present sad condition and distress of the unregis-
tered men, it is for their benefit that I mainly want it to be
re-opened. From that point of view I consider that it is rathera
good thing to open il.

Q.—Registors should be opened to all or only to men of
certain age ?

A.—T would like to cite one instance in this conucction.
Just near the circle office on the banks of the Kapili river,
there are 4 boys between the ages of 156 to 21 who are opium
consumers. Only the eldest has got a pass and the remaining

three have no passes. For a long time from their boyhood I
have seen they are enjoying opium and now nobody ean check
them. 1 know it; the Excise officers know it and all know 1t
Tt was started when they were young by their mother af a time
when there was no restriction. ]

Q.—Suppose you have the power would you let these young
" men have optam ? -

4
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A&.—They have been so long accustomed fo dpium thaf
even if you attempt,stopping they would somehow ges. it.

Q —Generally up to what age would you allow passes ?

A —To percons up to the age of 45 they should not be
allowed Above 45 1f they ate real addicts passes should be
given providéd the shortweights, efc., are not cheched.

! Mr. DAWSON .—I tlunk you said 40 in your statcment
o answer to question 12 ?

A.~T want to make it 45 now.

. _Q —Why are these boy consumers not prosecuted, didjou
send a report to the officers ?

s A.—Isubmitted reports now and then., I produced them.
beforo some officers even

Q —Do you Lnow why they were not deteoted 2

A.—T do not know. The department hnows.

Q —Do you consider that this great evil should bo stoppel
at dnte if possible ?

\;] AlYes:

Examined by Raz Bazapor NILAMBAR DATTA—

Q —According to you, the Government policy 1s a success ¥

A ——Yes.

Q—~You are also in favour of continuing the present
policy ?

A—Yee,

Q.—You know that this cut will be continued for 5 years
xmore ¢

A.—Yes o

Q'—And after that there will be no exefSeopium in Assam
except for those above 50 ?

A —Yes. ,

Q—Am T to understind from your stafement that it would

be wise for the Government to open the registers for the-unregis-

tered opium-eaters now ? -

A—Yes,

Q—7Your reason for that is that the dépdartment Has no-

been ableto check shortweight sales, etc, And the main reason

is they are paying heavy rates for the opium they want and it is

desirnble that registers should be opened for the benefit of thoso

persons P .

T A=Yed ’ .

BTN vy e =

Q.~TCan'yoli fay what they ars paying for their Spium ?

N
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A.—1I have heard that they pay up to Rs. 4.
Q.—By bringing theom o the reglster they have to pay only

Rs. 2
A —TYes, but even then they do not get acuuxa,be welvht
Q.— You want to keep the register open for a long time ©
forn few months only after issuing a notification o the. public
Commissioner and-when th

file their petitions Lefore the Dcputy
names are thus 100151;(:10(1 the mwlstcrs would be closel once, fo

all?
A—Yecs.

Q.—Can you

sugzest any means 0 étoi) .fhis"shdrtﬁ_eigl'

eale ?
A.—Sovern ment may appoint more person specmﬂv for tf
Aml then thei> shou‘d be give

detection of shorlweight sales

“us, reward for detection.
o Qs AUTAYL ABDUR RAOIM CHI\UDHURY—- R
L v _fiiI cannot van wht limit W ould you pay for ro“larf b that
scise officers get some rewa,ld or bul;)e wkidf?e%fmwﬂ belief s hat L
;‘:g T?;}h lftmfld (:}rt? tgle ma}l]lalqals if they do not det:gb th s i: vt%ilmm;ye ];b/
ection shoul
o e mah?illld(ellrbe such that they will not care for 1
SR{JI}J{T MﬁlHLi\ DRA NATH GOHAI’\T—-— .
—You have said at page 59 that “the Sub-Deput C -
%:Jc;rs the mauzadars and the officers in charge of theli;lxa);asogne;{
elseertlz)p&;;ireil tto inspect opium shops”. Would you add anybody
*andits ? ist, say the Gaonburas, the mandals, the school
A.—No.
s1onegrzé :—Would you include the Extra Assistant Commis-

A.—Yes,
Q.—The members of the Local Board ?
A, —Yes. : o
Q.—The Surveyors ? S L E
A —Yes. : B

Q.—The ' Deputy I

T Schools% y nspectors and the BSub- Iuspecfsors 01.
‘A —Yes, - . .

Rar Bamavvs NILAMBAR DATTAS =70 .
i tQ —** Opium shops should be settled with rehab‘e and sub’
. stantial local-men. of good 1epL1tat10n Would you hke to con:

finc to local men £ o
A —Yes.
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Q.~I.think you: 'hzwe' suggested the' engaging :of-Govern-
ment ageney P 1 Nt §
I A —Yes, for =elhng opxum mstead of Ieisees as 'xt present
Q. -—Do you think there wnuld be 1mprovement by that 2

A ——-Yes, 1 have,a]readv answercd that ? RN
MA‘ULAVI ABDUR. RAHIM CHAUDHURY :— _ " °

Q. —You have sald that opemno- of reglsters is a bad thuw ?
“'hy ? . .. I '_L) s ~i

- LN
E A N L )

s —Bc:muse it mll tempt every man to ta,ke to the, lnblt r
n hxammed by SRLIDT ROBINI KUMAR CH. AUDHURIL:—

Q.—After tho introduction of this policy, “Has the opium'
hablt been:checked amongst the younger generation P -

A.—Yes, the opium consumption by the younger gcnemhou'
_has been Jargely; cheeked. - .o <

{l . This policy has been endangered by short salc= on the part

] of the mahaldars and also by the fact in the Mikir Hills’ many,

v consumers have got more ratlon than what thoy require and they
sell the éxcess in the plams This ‘exeess is sold at a very hight
ro'e in.the plains. I think opium should he retained only for
mediginal purposes and for the use of old men. It should mot be
given to’ any othér person and the adnphon of such a etep “0“1(1
‘be for the bencfit of the people.’ 'Nowadays many consumers
have, \)een compelled 'to give up the habit on account of economic
dcpressvon in'the plains as well 28 in the hills. 1f we take advan-
tage of the’ préserit ‘Aepression and stop’ opinin "dltogether except,
for the old persons, I think it will be very good. We reed not
wait for these five years to do that.,

— R z

Xo. &, s, Trse sl acen e oLl

MATIAVI MUHAMMAD MAJI‘EF -Nowgong, . was next
exanr(nneid Ha deposed as follows —
‘T ﬁava not Suhmlﬂed any stafemenf: I qm a f.m,der and
1 am an ez-mahaldar, S Tram “a-Municipal” Commissioner for g
long time and I am also.a member of the Eocal Board.: I have
clephant mahal, cané ‘mahal and ﬁshery muhal Flfteqn years
ago I had an opium shop u‘trChapnrmuLh
I consider that the present: po‘hcy s a sicesss. Tt mll bo a
very good thing if the supply of opivm be stoppcd even T oAt
“once oxcept f for medical purposes and for old .
of age.

ey 1o



, v -1y Ay 1] 153
: £ 70y e bt Ry v =) | b3y ] RN R b
&, Lnu v.w i b m\ 10 S B nvhu | e [V o FLu qu @h
& 3 e S en 54 " [ L B e : =]
o o5 . Koot IR ItD J ..d. =
ey W O gos D oy ! o
(&) ﬁxﬂt — my fog P Y.nu Ln R .4 “u 1 ey i = D ....ﬁ..-.
o SRR} B L& oo s A g P
o Ba ~ 5o g, c,e.m A H oS4 e o o @ F .
L] ' 3 («] A | H . v r [ Q) Lp o A E
< ~ g e £ N M N N 2 iy
Cor. WgemEgTy & g holb p Aty .
S B ogEEYgE g o 4TE Ao 5
R T OogedPg 8. o ANCE-E v
ROy 3 . e m 3 “if O o . ﬁ QL
o] ~h m oS > 1 > @0
-A.SL g > - m n& ‘-H > P.hb .p H m 7 o C T wﬁ. : m“ & [amal E
o L N = VI Y o & 4 I |
5 = = ERaE O Lor g abd 2 o
Fo8 myg BUVEs . L Eg. M Buid 2 D
T . 1) <. & 1 i v 1 : ) v e -
“ N -y . e PR A ] 14 } Ly g Wl ~ (=
fod 6, T3 ] [y ] 4§+ & s ~
= A £ivens Hd A I 7 b e oA
GRS e s G o S B R R = R B £ o
’ v . 4
i e 13 Mo En e Vel B IR PRI V< R i W | k= -
u; 0y e [ LS I ] P Ly o Mo g 4w g, s yiv)
n\ﬂ 4 = w.l .u oo o “\ by -3 “u Y ford _.Q K ud Lie] t7) “.
=T o B Lhta o o B2 h (8 7 e ) EE TSR
Nl . oo SYlA 8 oo RSN B R TSI ¢ 4
8 e g 19k R . B R R S S I g @i hay ..vm (O RV
Qe : 4 5 TR el e
(A - ! i [ ’ g fs /- ¢ G
Gl &.T NA g g I - I WM N e o kY l.mm Gy P\«\a )
o . o pé i el oyl - R NE-RD
(1D e G e 8 ae g B R B DR/ £ I 1 = AR
.:. . .,u “h‘. L _wu...,u m.. e e .m mﬂ I d < (= sn.u w\.ﬁmwé W m.\: [ » ~ ‘WM I\A. H
o, - t & e [ R~ T T Y + | LD v (A T - /.
et soe Gt 3 Py b ¥ 21 . K T+ -4 bt
Piam A ENERDE R o8 L RS B HeET p
. . [ o e r . /
I R A - 4t rE xRV C R LA op o F W o
L ) A.v\u L .v\ ryed m ) o e 12 ﬂ: 0 J‘.\ o : v“ nﬁt ” t
SIS BV P o Qo SaL Al b M W BRIy
LY “toa o -...\. wL. o kg, “u . - ro “-4 e 04 € e iy H?A U [74]
, e RPN e w ‘A ooy b ’ - , R e Tt i il fay o "
vz e ST B MR D & oed By Reds 4 o g 13
Pt pouTanBie g e A AWE g T A e a1k
* [ K ’ P Sl [l R Vi R ] i
BT R s e TR IR Ao B LA O 5 o
by o b TR Rt T VR g1 0t b e SR wo ra (4
2 e A R A L N IR SRR o ‘et R ]
iy 4 ., £: awsﬂ 4 . o7 iy v .;u X LA | . nw f—qﬂ- n...u:“ Y ¥ ..n...u “ﬂ vﬂu . mh.*
3 T e .d e 27 v aes 4 e A - N 1D T i
B R T P L N A ) o>
- o/, vt . LS f . -* N
oo VAR TR R ) am R4 fiert gy b i o
L ) fo G ailEs o 3t Fag 4 GRS of i
B L | f4a v e S, Ay ] ty Fuq Lgw)} 22d 4y [77]

Hed.

-

P

€

¥ v

SWAMIr
CHATRMAN

SH GO

-
Al

{he

EANDRA RANTA BORRATARI,

SATYAHRA

—~
3Ty C

zed by
o1 have

T
1

-

——

-—
-d

8=
SxisT
Txa:
Q—Y



87
'Q —~Do you think that the prosent opium policy ds a sucoess

A~Yes. el

Q —In what way? : . .

A ~—Tt is a success in this way. It has very much reduced
the »° »« . ¢ T  the Government treasury. /To our
infosi+ - .+ wggling of contraband opium into

the distries fzom outsiae sue province.  But tl ere are some illicit
sonrcés, that is the opium saved by short-weight sales given by,
the vendors 'LHat ton does mol affect the policy because the
friginal quantity remains the same and the actual reduckion is
ot affected.

" Q.—3But if the roliey is continved then smuggled opium
‘may come in &

A.—1 do not think so. 'We are of opinion that so long as
there is licit business of opium £here will be a hitle illicit oprum
tco  AsJor instance, there Is no business of cocaine here and
ihere is vo smuggling here. The same is the case of chiras alsos

Q.—On the other side the argument will be that the pecple
of Assam do not consume ckaras or cocaine P

A.—May be. But then opium was also not consumed long
before. It tame with the sopoys during the Ahom Raj. In the
same way if cosaine and charas might be introduced and evil
habits grow up.

Q.—You are in favour of continuing this policy ?

A~—Weare in favour of stopping altogether except for
medicinal purposes and for the use of old men above the age
of 60, ’

Q~—You donot }hen approye of the 50 years' limit ?

A.—Tt should be a bit higher. It should be stopped at once
in the case of the rest. : v

Q.—Will it not be hard.on the old men between 50 and 60 ?

A.—N», I have cxperience of old opium-eiters of ages
above 69, T have cured many. I am acongress worker and in my
social work in this direction I havo never connected it with poh-
tics, but I worked it as a purely social movement. The leaving of
the habit has not proved fatal although in the first week or so the
consumers feel difficulties, -

Q.~—About how many cases have you had experience of ?

A.—1 can cito one very bad case where the consimer was
taking 16 tolas in the month orhalf o tola por dav. * .was
before the system wasintroduced—before 1921 like
that. On account of having to purchase :

T
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buffalo, his bullock and all and beeame a streot begzar. e
mnhmwd in the bad habit for over 10 years. Wo ucnt there
and found that he was consuming 15 scers a month and we
know that he took something mora whenever he could get it
But when we went there he ]01110(1 us and said that he would
leave the habit hecause he was safisfiel this was a bad habit.
Ile was with me for abont 15 days and during this time he
completely gave up thoe habit. Ile took no medicine and he of
courso sulfered for the first 3or 4 days and we gave him _only sour
ourds because he complained of a sort of griping pain in .the
stomach.

Snwour ROHINI KUMAR CHOAUDIOURI :—Did be
resume the habit again ?

A.~--No,
Ty CHAIRMAN :—Is he living now ?
A.—Yces, he is at a distance of more than 40 miles from

licre.
() —WWhat is bhe doing now ?

A —Cultivating lands.
Q.—ITow docs he look ?

A ~—The last time I saw him was in 1721, Tle was fat and
he was looking very healthy—much healthier than I ever knew
him before.

Q.—How many cases like that have you cured ?

A.—Lotsof cases. Thisone I have cited because it is typical
and the man was taking so much as half a tola per day. We
cured many people taking two tolas, onc tola a month and so
on.

Q.—Have you come in contact with opium-caters above the
age of 50 who have been cured of tho habit altogether since the
introduction of this policy ?

A.—Yes. Also due to the non-co-opcration movement in
1920- 21 many over the age of 50 have given up the habit.

Q.—Do yourecmember the nameg of these men ? Could you
give one case ?

A.—I can give names of many. There is one nime that
I can say, that of Kamal Ghosh, There are many others T could
give. In these cases they have not again taken to it and they
have all been convinced that it is harmtull to the health and
that it is a bad practice. When they first took to if, they pro-
bably thought that it was good for them,
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Examined by MR DAWSON =— . .. o0 o
3318 l < RS i
l Q —-DQ you tluuk tha.t garymeatmg fsa bud ha.blﬁ P
gt A ¥ES. G Lhsn L vy TroL PO LRI Beeh (A
Q.—What about drmkmg of liguor grothe O A2
Yot oh m\]“’_‘ Vel vy teemes b .f.'
ol FH-Y :m.r \.lJ ba'& aISO Chire st Das e Lfaast 0 200 (urxv_

- Q—Which do you conslder is the worst” of “the * three evils,
geijaliquor or opium . 1 - ¢ e ¥aT 0
A Tho worst is oplum, * 7 T LR
221! £ Q.21 have often hézf\'rif tlfa.t' ganja is the worst ?
it “—I :doi nrot agree wnth that. .
Q.—Because they sa.y it makes a ma,n mad ?

i Ag—~That. is the’ condltxomfor a slmrt timde. .’ =

Q —Take'& mﬂn of 10 or 45 Tyéars.. "He takes qne tola of
opium} symonth; +Heisrcontent with“that 3nd Ye! does not want
any more. Do you think it does him much lhrm-? -

¢ {A~~Ttdoéshim harm beoguse'instead of taking opmm »if he
takes any other good thing, such as mllk or butter, 1f: \vculd be
better for hi his health.

Q —In the same way, if a man tukes two pegs of Whlsky in
the eveniung, your advice" 1s‘chat he' could give i’ up's and take milk
mstead ? OE <t

, )
[ (LI B MM
N .

1, l :
- "A “But’ these pcople c’mnot aﬁord to ta.ke bnt’a opium sand
milk or butter at the same time. The reason is, that their :purse

is not big. o

SRIITY ROHINI KU MAR OHAUDBUBI —-You ,mezm
to say that it will not hatm a well-to-do person ? '

AoiYegi il ekt abaonson. o 00, cwrt !
Examined by Sr1svr MARENDRA NATH' GOHAIN :—
Q.~—Are there any who have not fesuféd the lnxblt’
o di—=Yeg, .o wicn | oo b Tl ird e
Q.—What percentage? [T SN
. 'A.——May be & per cent t
© - QiAnd'thd others 2L e h
A,—They have totully gn en up the lnbn‘,

It
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Q.—Is it not due lo economic depression ?

A.—Al tho present time, the economic depression is also
afTeoting the people who are taking opium on passes.

~ Q.—Do you know that there are many people who take
opium without passes ? . . (

A.—But they are not regular addicts, But still they do take
opium on some festivals and on such important occasions, It is
a necessity (o them. :

Q.—Don’t you think that therearc a number of people: who
arc taking opium without passes ? : )

A.—To my information, other kinds of opium-eaters, They
are not unregistered regular addiets.

Q.—Did you ever care to enquire if there was smuggling into
the province ? - :

A.—Had there been smuggling, it would have been detected
as Government is maintaining a staff for that purpose.

Q.—Then your conclusion is that, as there is no detection,
there is no sinuggling. Ts that so ? :

A.—We could have heard it from the people had there been
any smuggling.

Q.—1Is it the practioe of the people to give information of
smuggling ?

A.—When we go and remain in touch with the people, some-

how or other we can have the information.
Q.—Do you tour throughout the district at all times and at all

seasons ?
- A.—1I travel very often.

Q.—Have you any idea of the Mikir Hills ?

A.—Yes.

Q.—1Is there any poppy cultivation in the Mikir Hills ?
A —Very little.

Q.—But still there is ?

A.—There may be ; bub these are very rare cases in remote

places.

Q.—You know that rations have been reduced. '.})o you

think that the opium consumer is satisfied with this reduction ?
A.—1It is very very difficult to satisfy the consumer, but there

is no general grievance on account of the cut.



)
91
¢ T =)

Q — Ao they eraving for more 7 !

A ~1f there is no general grievance for more opium, we cam
not say that they are dissatisfied ~
Srirur ROAINIKUMAR CHAUDHURI :—Is it because
hey are getiing from iilicit sources ¥
No. On'the other hand, eventhe rations grantédat ,
present, they are not in a position to pmehase fully.
'Q —You started your pmpag[ania in 1920-21. For how
many years did you continue 1t ?
A.__Uptil now.
Q.—Take the years between 1921 and 1925. How many
sures did you make approximately P
A.—About half the number of opium eaters in the village.
Q ~Then from 1925 to date how many further cures have
made § + . 3

A —When the pass system was introdnced, many of them?
did not come for passes at that time, but gave up the habit for
fear of shame and for other reasons.
' Q.—That s since 1928 ?

A.—Since the date of ragistration. They gave up for shame
and other troubles involved, such as going ouf for passes, ete,

Q —By how much do you think you have reduced the
consumption since 1925 ?

3

A —To a cousiderable'degree, because, we find in the shops
that now where opium was used to be sold, say, 10 seers monthly
the sale has been rediced to three seers,

Q.—~If you are reducing by propaganda, why should you
have the Government cut ?

A.~An opium consumer who is not likely to come down @
by persuasion has his rations et by the Government policy.
“hey start by taking,it as medicine and with many it becomes
a halit. When the social worhers go there and persuade
them, they do not get any help from the Government officials,
For that reason, the cut policy is useful. Unless Government
and people combine, it would be difficult to eradicate the evil.

»
Fiid ;
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Q.—Do these people pry land revenne ?

. A.—They are olten defaultors. They are not only default-
ors ln.the payment of land revenue but they are also defaulters
to theiv own garus (spivitual griides). :

: Q.—According to you, during the last two or three years
and revenue shodld have gone up, because you isay that -many
opium-caters have given up the habit ? ' .
A.—DBut these arc exceptional times for the past two or
three yeurs, and we are in the midst of an economic depression,
Q —Do you know Srijut Nilmoni Phukan and do you
know also that he carries on some propaganda ? He said at
Jorhat that he had to take a doctor with him because of the
suflerings of the people that he cured ? B
A —We did not keep all the addicts with us. and we have
experience of many of them giving it up without treatment.
CHAIRMAN :—You tried to create an idea in their minds
that the habit was bad ? -
A.—7Yes. -
Examined by Szrror BRINDABAN CHANDRA GOS-

WAMI:— ' ] .

Q.—Are you speaking individvally, or are you represent-
ing any association ?

A.—T am the Secretary of the Servant of the Tntouchable
Society, Nowgong; I am the President of the Nari Raksha
Sabha of Nowgong ; and I am also speaking as a temperance
worker.

Basy SURESH CHANDRA MUKHERJEE :—I may say
that I agree in all that Srijut Satyahash Goswami has
now sa2id before the Committee. So far as I am concerned,
I do not represent any association. ;

Srrsor ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :—TIs there a
large number of opium consumers amongst untouchables ?

Srigur SATYAHASH GUSWAMI :—Yes, Among lower
classes there are many more consumers than in the higher

classes. -

- Srrsur  CHANDRA KANTA BORKATAKT:—I am a
member of the Local Board. T am the Vice-Chairman of the Dhiug
Village Authority, and I am Presidert of the Raiyot Sabha, I
fully agree with what has been said by Srijut Satyahash
Goswami. I ecan also say that these are the views of the
Raiyot Sabba. The Sablia was founded six years ago, and it

sits as occasion necessitates.
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)
i

Frxamine' ™ -7 Y MBARDATTA -
) 7QI (:'Y‘Bp . . e
’I)UIS[{:IJG;I,S A~Yessrot ot

Q —Do you preach that opiam 1s #bad babit pre !
3 1A~T424%8 oot/ 1only Son opum  that e 'preach, but ,'slso
that all intoxicating drugs are bad.
Q —Do you advise thatirt should be giventup I’ I' .
A —Yes £ vy o1y )
11 Q.—Have jodisucceeded fx your attempt 71 1 -~
-ch, in all sorts of attempts,,
Q —To what éxtenf ? -~ gt
T Af~—Axniing omf‘[d\éc\ple%, there‘ are vcrly few w odn not
carey lo\)t our viests  Thosusvho Gofnok reae.':cl o flaws s'io Po'r.
approach ys but remain alosf 1
Mavravi ABDUR RAHIM O}IAUDHUBY -—’How mauy
diserples have you in your Safra¥ ¢
A.—More than about 10,000 in Assam.,

T

T i

4

[
Q —How many mNowgong distrect alone LA
b1 g —May'be dbdut 8 000, “
Q:—According to you, there 1 nosmm!glmg m Nowgoug ?
A —None, except the Ch'unam:m case. A
n ™ AT Y 2
) b ‘ -rq are tukmg opmm pom
Lo . . .
. I [
A~—les ; oo

; 3Q—What meansio you suggestifor tackling the ‘pmblem
of short-weight palea? ~ 11 o ! '
A —If this system of mahaldarg remains, it is very dufficult

to chech t‘ms’ \mlass ripmm 1s sohl m some otfmr yay. .

Q —Excgpt yaekets t\nd mblmds can yop snggest any other
means P -/

A —No other means , will be successful I think, If,yon, do
not have the packet ot tubloxd sysfem, there will be alwyays ghort-
weight sn]os , v e e §

Q2 What means do’ you sugO'est? s t

A.—1T want to suggest first of sll that opmm should be sold

in packets. i
Q —Leave aside these suggestions, Have  you any othev

A T have already sud that no other means will be effecm*a
if such arrangement cannot be made,
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. Banv SURESH OHANDRASMUKHERJEE :—On -this
point, I do not agree with my friend. I prefer selling opium by
Government officers, I mean, paid servants, because they will
be more responsible than the lessces.

. Sryur BRINDABAN CHANDRA GOSWAMI :—What
pay do you suggest P L
A.—About 100 rupees per month.
Q.—Should it be pensionable ?

A.—That is not our concern. They will be responsible
Government servants, ‘ o :

Q.—Probably you would prefer graduates ?

A.—That will partly remove the unemployment question also.

Mr. E. 8. ROFFEY :—Do you think that if the margin of -
legal profit is Rs. 20 and the man is dishonestis he likely to be
honest for Rs, 80 ?

A.—May be not for Rs. 30, but he may be honest for -
Rs. 100. , , T
CHAIRMAN :—What do you think of the suggestion ‘that
Government servants may be paid a low salary of Rs. 30 and
the posts may be made pensionable ?° ‘

Srisur SATYAHASH GOSWAMI :—That would not im-

prove maitters. . . -

Srigur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :—Suppoesing
the salary is made pensionable and is fixed at Rs. 50 to -Rs, 100-
with prospects and these graduates are taken in on promotion

on approved service ? . \
A.—If that inducement is given it would be good. That is

probably another alternative for meeting the present situa-

tion.
Examined by Mavzavi ABDUR RAHIM CHAUDHURY:--

Q.—You said that now opium-eaters are convinced that it is.
a bad habit. Is it as-the result of your propaganda work ?

A —Yes. )
Q.—Then what about the rednetion policy ? | -
* A.—This reduction policy has some effect on the comsumers.
because they have got to know that they cannot take opium as
much as they want and that their ration would be annually re-
duced. :Thérefore, it has really an effect on the consumers who

would not yield to persnasion. _ ) - .
Q.—Suppose .we discontinue this poliey and we back the

propaganda work. I mean both officials and the public co-ope-

rate. Would it be preferable ? , o -
A.—No. Both the policy and the propaganda must go side

by side.

.
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Q.—Suppose only one is to remain. Which .would you pre-
er? 4o, 1 bk ! . . cr
A.—Fither alone will not sucoeed. ~ When reducing a ration
wopaganda alone cannot help. There 15 a good uum}ber of
bstinate opium-eaters., They Would not listen to reason.

i 1 Q.__Tf'there is reduction with propsganda do you consider
that it would be a success P . Bt
U

A.—(Y'es, after five years. . A

CBAIRMAN:—You want both legislation and persuasion
fogether ?

A.—Yes.

‘Bxamined by Sriyvr ROEINT KUMAR CEAUDHURL:—

Would you like that Government should immediately stop this
habit P

A.-=Yes, by legislation.

Q.—You wang to take advantage of the present economic
situation P+ 12 ¢

~  A—Yes

Q.—If the Government do not do it, the other alternative is
1o oarry on the policy ?

A.—There is one thing that I find. My idea was that this
fen'per cent. reduction was to be on the original quantity without
reference to the reduced quantities each year. But I' am® now
informed that the ten per cent. reduction is calculated on.the

remainder loft éach year. In that case opium will not be ended
after these five years,

3
OCHAIRMAN :—T think the objeot of the policy was to have’
10 per cent. cut on the original ration so that in course of 10 years
the whole opium will go out. r

A.—But I am informed that the 10,per cent. cut is made on
the residue left each year. !

L
OHAIRMAN :—~1I think there is some mistake, So-farasl
remember it was the intention of Government to have the
10 per cent. cut on the original quantity, so'that after 10 years
no opium would be supplied from the treasury.
* Sr1yuT ROHINI KUMAR CHAL DHURI :—Your idea is
that the register should not be opened ?
A —Theregistor should not be opened. -

Q.—Even if this reduction policy continues?
A —Yes. T

0%

v
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- Q—What is the general attitude of Government towsrds
your movement ?

A.—WWe are opposed sometimes.

MR. ROFFEY :—When were you oppased ?

A.—We we.c apposed in some cases. We do not know what
instroctions were issued by Government. But some Govern-
ment officials in the villages do tell the people that they are not
to hear us. That was the opposition we got.

CHAIRMA\T ."—When was tuut T

A.—Any time when they come across us.

Q.—Is it going on even now °?

A.—Yes.

Srwtr ROHINT KUMAR CHAUDHURT .—If refurmers
go to any opium-eater in the village in a batch of 6 or 7 persons
would that be any offence ? .

A.—TIn 1930-31 there had heen many arrests made.

Mr. DAWSON :—Were you arrested in 1930-31 ?

A.—No, there were some instances where the workers were

arrested, but not all of them. )

Sr1sur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :—Do you know
of any such instance where the opium-eaters did not “yisit the
shops, but the mahaildars came to distribute opium in their
house ?

A —At the time of the movementin 1930-81 I have hesrd of
many such instances of mahaldars corning to the opium-eaters’
houses and giving the rations.

Q.—If such irstances are brought to the notice of the Govern-
ment officers, they do not takeaction ?
- A.~—No.

Mr ROFFEY :—Was this gong ef the ma*aldars-to the
consumers’ houses due to the fact that the workers prevented the
householders from geing to the sheps ?

—~  A.—No.

Srisur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI:—Do you know
of any circular issued in 1931 against the non- co-operation move-
ment in which it was definitely “stated that opium was good on
account of the climate of Assam ?

A.—T do not know of any circulars, But I know of some
officers especially in Nowgoug who deputed inspectors fo lecture
to the people even to the school boys, seying that oplam was
good. I myself heard mensay so.
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© Q-LITherd wak & good déal of opiut shiokihg befme ?
A.—Yes, i
Q.—Has this disafipeared now ?
A.—Yes, totally disappeared,
Q.—1Is this asja result of legislation p/us persuasion ?
A.—Yes, Arother thing is that in smoking they refuire
viore opinm

t OHAIRMAN :—Yon are a Goswdmi ?

A.—Yes.
Q.—You are the head of a certuin Safra?
A.—Yes,

Q.—~You are the President of the Nari Raksha Sabha?

A—Yes.

Q.—Do you know of any instances where girls have been
sold for gotting money to purchase opium ?

A.—Yes.

Q.—Besides the instance that came befote wus yesterday,
havé you any other instances ?

‘ A.—~Yes, there was another man Paniram who came here
yosterday but was not examined. He gave away his daughter
to a Bengali, simply becamse he was promised money. Buf
after faking the ghl the man did not give him any moncy and
& case was brought against him. It was referred to mé  In the
cnd, I was able to make a compromise between the fathei-in-
law and the son-in-law.

Q.~—Havo you any other instances ?
A.—There are many.
Rar Bananuyw NILAMBAR DATTA :—I8 1t not the
custom fo take money at the time of giving the daughter in
marriage P

A.~No.

Q.—1I=s it not so among the Lalungs ? ,

A.-—They never gave away their daughter. Among the
Ualungs and Koches they bring the sons to their houses.
- Seuur ROHINI ,KUMAR CHAUDHURI:—You are
carrying on your propaganda cven now ?

A~TYecs.

+ Qe~When did you go on toiir last P

A—During last month I:did not go out forsome family:
troubles. But in the month of May I went - Fu
gadom and another lime to Jagi Road.
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Q.—What do people say as to why this Committee was

appointed by Government?

~ A.—Opium-eaters think that if they come and make their
erievances known to the Committee, they will be allowed to get
more opium or will be allowed to cultivate poppy. The general
hterate public is of the opinion that Government wantsto
abolish opium habit {from the people of Assam.

. CITAIRMAN:—Tu onc of the statements of a certain
wzjg,ncss it was allcged that the Goswamis take opium. Is this
a fact? -

A.—No, there arc exceptional cases probably. I know of
only onc Goswami in Nowgong being an Adhikar who takes

opium,

INo. 10.
The Committec then examined—
1. MOHOAN SINGH, Mauzadar, Duar Amla.
2. TEKANG CIHANDRA, Mauzadar, Duar Bamuni.
3. MANSINGH, Mauzadar, Lumding, and 7 others.

All of them were dikirs and No. 2 was a veteran opium-eater
of Duar Bamuni mauza. There was among them one Gaonbura
who was not an opium-cater but he would press for having
somc opium being given {o him. This Gaonbura explained fo
the Committce how opium is extracted from poppy plants. He
said that the shops were situated a long way off and, therefore,
the consumers preferred cultivating poppy to taking opium from
the shops. It was inconvenient for them to go the long way
to a shop and if they cultivated poppy they could have it a
any time they wanted. Usually they got about three ratis of
opium from one capsulo.

Tekang Chandra was a veteran opium-eater who possessed
a pass. They sometimes exchanged cotton or lac for opium
in the shop. They also took cotton or lac to the Marwari
who gave them money and then they went to the opium shcp
and got opium.

Examined by Srisur BRINDABAN CHANDRA GOS-
WAMI :—Mohan Singh zaid that there was a scarcity of money
now-a-days and for want of money they were obliged to reduce
iLoir rations. Those having passes for three tolas took only 23
tolas and so forth. The maximum quantify they got in the pass
was for 8 tolas. -

Tekang Chandra said that he would not take more opium
even if he could alford it when the economic depression had
gone. The reason was that he realised he Was depriving
himself of the nccessities of life by having te spend for oplum.
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Having necessarily had torent down the ration on account of
the depression, he would stick to it and not increase the quantity
when better days came, He would not allow his sons fo take
to the habit or any other members of his family. They had
not tasted it so far and he was not going to allow bis wife or
children to take to tlie evil. If Government stop issue of
opium, then he had no other alternative but to submit to it and
if God bo pleased he would live, otherwise he would die. Ifa
cure was possible, he had no objection fo go to the hospital for
treatment. He started taking opium some 80 or 82 years ago
when ho first got some ailment in the stomach He was oured
of his disease but then somehow he acquired the opium habit
which le could not give up so long. He was willing to e
treated so as to get rid of the evil.

Mansingh Mikir who was the mauzadar of Lumding said
that he was an opium-eater with a ration of 2} tolas. He way
taking it for about ten yeoars mow. He knew it was an evil
habit but he conld not give ib up. He considered that it wounld
be a good thing to have tho rations gradually cut. But in his
case he was an old man over 50 years and he could not give it
up. If opium was made scarce then of course he would bo
compelled to give it up, If the old people are exempted, then
it would be possible for others to give the habit up.

Another Mikir, mauzadar of Duar Amla, did not take
opiuén. He pleaded for opium at cheaper price from Govern-
rent.

Mansingh Mikir said that opinm tasted bitter; but it was
invigorating and he felt he could not do without it. .

The Committee then adjourned fo meet again at Tezpur on
Friday the 7th July 1933 at 11 A. m.

e .

No. 11.

The Commiitee reassembled at the Cirouit House at Tezpur
at 11 A, on Friday the 7th July, 1983, with Rev. J. J. M
Nichols-Roy as Ohairman; all the members were present.

The first witness to bo examined was Mr. M. MITRA, 1.0.5.,

Deputy Commissioner, Darrang. e submitted » statemont, in
reply to tho questionnaire, which the Chairman read out to the
members.
) CHATRMAN :~TIn your reply to question No, 11, you say,
*the sentimental part of our nature isnot unfortunately protected
by a non-conducting envelope of reason”. ‘Would yon please
explain that ?

A.—That is, your sonfiment cffects your rea~-n
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. CHAIRMAN :—Now, I would like to ask'yon a few ques.
tions. Tirst of all, do I understand from these replies that the
poliey has, to some extent, had a good effeet on the consumers of
the younger generation ? ‘ L

A.—That is probably true ; I should agree with ‘this sfato-
ment. ,

Q.—Do you think that a large number of young people, who
aw taking opium, are now Jorced to give it up on account of this
policy, or is it due to trade depression ? '

A.—Itis due to a stronger public opinion, I think, that
people do not take opium so much now-a-days.

Q.—Isitalso due to the fact that the policy has made
people believe that Government is also against the opium
habit ?

A.— Yes, undoubtedly.

Q.—So people are convinced that both officials and non-offi-
cials think that opium habit is very bad ?

A.—Yes.

Q.—You say, in reply to the first question :

“There had been on the average about 40 weases- of con-
viction a year for illegal possession of opium’’

Does that include treasury opium ?

A.—Yes. The figures that the office gave me, are headed—
“Number of convictions for smuggling opiam’. That is the
figure given to me, and according to that, I have calculated the
average to be 40.

Q.—What does the word “smuggling” then 1uean ? Does it
mean treasury opium or contraband ? .

Ac_Botha

Q.—Can you give us an idea about how many cases of this
40 includes foreign opinm ?

A.—Roughly about a quarter.

M=z. DAWSON :—In 1928-29, for the Darrang distriet there
were 23 cases of illicit possession of excise opium, and 6 of con-
traband opium. For 192)-30, iliicit possession of excise opium is
blank, but there are 8 cases of illicit possession of contraband
opium. In the next year, 1950-81 illicit possession of excise
opium is blank and contraband opium is also blank. That can-
not be true. - ]

MRr. MITRA :—Tllicit possession of excise opium for 1330-
81 is 46, and contraband is blank. In 1931-32, .0 cases Qf illi-
cit possession of excise opium and 9 cases of illicit possession of
contraband opivm. In 1922-38, illicit possession of excise opium,
86 and of contraband opinm, 13.
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Q—You took an average of 40 cases. Is that correct or
uot ? -
~ A.-Tt is nearly correst, but it is not quite precise.

Q.—Then, you would modify this statement of yours that
there has been an average of about 40 tases of convietion for
illegal Ppossession of opinm, both excise and conttaband ?

A.—Yes.

Q.—We would like to get an ides of the amount of contra-
band opiam in each of the six years that was seized from smugg-
lers.

A.—Tt i3 roughly about 7 seers for each year. In 1930-31 it
is 6 seers and in 1981-82 it is 52 tolas which were brought from
Cooch Behar. There is another case of 69 tolas which I think is
contraband ; it cannot be excise. [Ihereis also yet another case
of 13 tolas. I should sey that I depended for the replies that
I have given, on the statement tbat was furnished to me by the
‘Bxcise office, The Excise Superintendent is new ; the clerk that
helped me with the figures is new ; and T am new al-o. There is
some confusion in the figures submitted to me.

OBAIRMAN :—We shall, then, depend on the printed
reports that we have got ?

Q.~—Youhave said also that “neither the special staff nor the
district staff can get hold of important smugglers whose agents
are carefully chosen and handsorsely paid.”” Do you have any
definite hnowledge of any particular person who is really sus-
peeted to be a emuggler and who has agents who are handsomely
paid ?

A.—1 bave no ides, but T have heard from Magistrates and
Excise officers who are dependable.  While T was a Magistrate in
Dibrugarh in 1023, a Maiwari brought about 25 seers of Malwa
opium and he was prosecuted. 1hecase ended in conviction in
the Court of Mr. Guha. I‘have heard also of a Marwari Benaram
Mali who brought about 2 seers 48 tolas.! Fherewas another caso
in-which s Nepali was caught. Bt I do mot wish $o mention
details here as it may be impugning @ icertain class of people,
and, therefore, I would not disclose the details.

Mz. ROFFEY :—Whero was $lre Nepali caught ?

A.—In Behali.

' CHAIRMAN :~You suggest that n-groater amount of
opiux;n is smugglod in Behali ¢hian elsesvliere in tho Sadr subdivi-
slon . v

A —Yes, undonbicdly.

Q.~Ts'that forcign opium that-you arc -mentloning ?

A.—Yes.
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. CHAIRMAN :—Now, I would like to ask you a few ques-
tions. Ifirst of all, do I understand from these replies that the
poliey has, o somo cxtont, had a good efleet on the consumers of
the youngor generation ? '

tA.—-—-’l‘hat is probably true ; I should agree with ‘this state-
ment.

Q.—Do you think that a large number of young people, who
arp tnking opium, are now forced to give it up on account of this
policy, or is it due to {rade depression ? '

A.—Ilis duo to na stronger public opinion, I think, that
people do not take opium so mueh now-a-days.

Q.—Isitalso due to the fact that the policy has made
poople believe tbat Government is also against the opium
habit ?

A.— Yes, undoubtedly.

().—So people are convinced that both officials and non-offi-
cials think that opium habit is very bad ?

A.—Ycs,

Q.—You say, in reply to the first question ;

“There had been on the average about 40 &eases- of con-
viction a ycar for illegal possession of opiam

Does that include troasnry opium ?

A.—Yes, The figures that the office gave me, are headed—
“Numboer of convictions for smuggling opium”. That is the
figure given to me, and according to that, I have caloulated the
average to bo 40.

Q.—What docs the word “smuggling” then mean ? Does it
mean treasury opium or contraband ? : .

An_BOth-

Q.—Can you give us an idea about how many cases of this
40 includes foreign opium ?

A.-—Roughly about a quarter. , »

Mn. DAWSON :—In 1928-29, for the Darrang district there.
were 25 cases of illicit possession of excise opium, and 6 of -con-
traband opium. For 192)-30, illicit possession of excise opium is
blank, but there are 8 cases of illicit possession of co;ntraba_nd
opium. In the next year, 1950-81 illicit possession of. excise )
opium is blank and contraband opium is also blank. That can-
nob be true. _

Mr. MITRA :—Tllicit possession of excise opium for 1930-
81 is 46, and coutraband is blank. In 1981-82, -0 cases of illi-
cit possession of exeise opium and 9 cases of illicit possession of
contraband opinm. In 1922-38, illicit possession of excise opium,
86 and ol contraband opinm, 13.
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Q.—You took an average of 40 cases. Is that correet or
ot ?
i~ ATt is nearly corrost, but it is not guite precise.
Q.—Then, you would modify this statement of yours that
there has heen an average of about 40 cases of conviction for
illegal possession of opium, both excjso and contraband ?

A.—~Yes.

Q.—We would like to get an idea of the amount of contra-
band opium in each of the six years that was seized from smugg-
lers. !
A.—Tt is roughly about 7 seers for each year. In 1980-81 it
is 6 seers and in 1931-32 it is 52 tolas which were brought from
Cooch Behar. There is another case of 69 tolas which I think is
contraband ; it cannot be excise. Thersis also yet another case
of 18 tolas. I should scy that I depended for the replies that
1 have given, on the statement that was furnished to me by the
‘Bxeise office. 'The Excise Superintendent is new ; the clerk that
helped me with the figures is new ; and I am new alvo. There is
some confusion in the figures submitted to me.

CBAIRMAN :—We shall, then, depend oun the printed
reports that we have got ?

Q.—TYou have said also that “neither the special staff nor the
district staff can get hold of important smugglers whose agents
ave cavefully chosen and handsomely paid.” Do you have any
definite knowledge of any particular pers~n who is really sus-
1)(056(1 to be a smuggler and who has agents who are handsomely
paid P .

A.—1 have no ides, but 1 havye heard from Magistrates and
Excise officers who axc dependable.  While I was a Magistrate in
Dibrugarh in 1925, a Maiwari brought about 25 seers of Malws
opinm and he was prosecuted. 1he case eaded in conyiction in
the Court of Mr. Guha. I‘have heard also of a Marwari Senaram
Mali who brought about 2 seers 48 folas.' There was another cas?
in which a Nopali was caught. Bt I ‘do not wish fo mention
dotails here as it may he impugning a certain dlass of people,
and, thercfore, T would not disclose the details.

Mp. ROFFEY :—Where was the Nepali canght ?

’ A.—In Behali.

. CHATRMAN :—You suggest that a-greater amount of

tsllpmng is smugglod in Behali than slsewhere in the Sadr subdiri-
on -

A ~Yos, undoubtelly. -

Q~—Ts°that foreign opium t}}fyo‘u are ‘wentloniog ?

A.—Yes. '
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Q.—Why isil ? Is if, heeause it is nearer the hills ?

A.—Pceople ming it from Cooch Behar.  There is a number
of people unregistered 5 the Excise Inspector estimates it at about
(00 1u Behali cirele alone.

Q.—1Is il also on account of the geographical position ?

A.—No. The Marwari brought it from Dhansirimulkh.

Q.—Ts it very diffieult fo detect ?

A.—Being near the hills, there is a greater opportunity for
the smuggier.  They come through hilly roufes and sometimes
by steamer and road.  Now-a-days they are avoiding the ordinary
paths where the preventive stafl is kept.  They avoid places like
Golakganj and Lumding. They come by Cooch Behar and take
night marches. Now-a-days they hive Nepalis for smuggling
opium.

Q.—TIave you defceeted any ?

A.—We have detected one Dil Bahadur. He brought about
2 scers and the Excise stafl got information that ho was bringing
it. It was hidden in a tin suit case, and the suit case itsclf was
Ieft in a A/uchi’s honse. The house was searched.

Srrrur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :—1Is thiscase
still pending ?

A.—Yecs.

RA1 Bamapur NILAMBAR DATTA :—Who detected it ?

A.—DMy Circle Inspector.

COAIRMAN:—II the case is still pending, we do not want
to hear of it.

Mnr. MITRA :—Then therse is another case of Seran Mali
Marwari. Ife is employed by a Marwari firm of Biswanath. He
brought 1 seer 48 chattaks of Malwa opium, '

Q.—Are there any more cases?

A.—This year there were 2 other cases—12 tolas in one and
5 tolas in the other. In these cases opimm was brought from the
Golaghat side.

Q.—Are these coniraband opium ?

A.—These are excise opium.

CHAIRMAN :—We do not want cases of excise opium. Are
there any more cases of contraband opium in this yoar ?

A.—In 1932-33, there was the case of Gurkha Bahadur
Tama and we detected 2 seers 60 tolas. It was detected on the
Behali side by the Excise Supe;‘iﬁtendent. There was another case
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of Hiralal Sowai with 45 tolas, ani ong other case of Nalabhadra
Mewar with 17 tolas of Cooch Behar opium. Again, thers was a
detection of 54 tolas of Marwari opium and also another of 69
tolas. Tha total is 5 seers b tolas of contraband opinm.

Q —Did they all come by steamer and train ?

-~ A~Yes, in many of the cases these things arc brought
along with ofher articles of merchandise, and they are very
difficult to detect. They keep the railway and steamer staff well
paid so that no information is available.

Q.—That is your suspicion ?

A —Yes, no authentic proof can be given  There was a case
in Dibrugarh where 6 seers of opium came along with ofher
articles. It was detectel in the station.

Q.—You guess that the amount that has been detected is
only 5 per cent ?

A—~Itisnot a guess, I puta hypothetical figure, More
than that cannot be detected.

Q.~—~What I want to know is the basis of your inference that
only 5 per cent, is detected. Why should it not ba 50 o1 90 or
even cent. per cent?

- A -—Because, o5 T have said, supposing & man goes to Cooch
Bihar from Malwa. He would take the hill route and
would bring it. Unless you know all the movements -you'
oannot spot 16, 3

Mavzavi ABDUR RAHIM CHAUDHURY :—You say
that because it is very difficult to make the dotections, so
smuggling is going on to a large extent. But if anybody says
that as thero is no detection there is no smuggling, would “it be
a wrong thing to say ?

A.~—That cannot be true. There is other information at our
disposal.

Szuor BRINDABAN CHANDRA GOSWAMI -—VWhat,
other information ? , s ’

A —My Excise Inspector will tell you thats every month
there are cases. The spies come and say that there is a case of
smuggling.  But before a search can be made it is disposed of
and nothing can be found. The difficulty is that before you put
o stigma on a man, you must be fairly certain that ho is wrong,
For the purpose of forming our opinion about ordinary matters
of life, we need not be absolutely positive,

Mr. ROFYEY :—How many searches were made last year?

A.—T thinkabout 12,
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Q.~~In how many cases did you succeed ?

A.—TXight or 9.

Q.—When you suspect a person, you have the power to
scarch him ?

A.—Yes.

Q —There have heen  only 12 cases of seareh, and in 8 or 9
you ware successful ?

A.—In this statoment oflice has given only 5 cases.

CITAIRMAN :—7You suspeet there are many smugglers and
you have certain names of persons whom you suspeet although,
of course, you cannot give it out to us.

A.—T suspeet nearly all the Chinamen that reside here.

Q.—Why do you not scarch them ?

A.—The diflicully is that sometimes we fail in our search
and then we will be ridiculed.

Q.—What is the harm if you aro ridiculed if it is a public
duty ?

A.—There may be other difficulties, such as a civil suif
against us for damagos. We will then have to disclose substan-

tial proof.

Srravr ROHOINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI:—In every
case, where you get an information, if you find something, then
the information is true. But if you do not find anything, theu
also yousay that the information is true ?

A —But befort I issue a scarch warrant, I must satisfy
myself.

Q.—Do you make cnquiries ?

A.—Very often.

Q.—From whom ?

A.—Trom the Fxcise officers. Supposing there is a Chaina-
man in the garden who is suspected. The Excise officer will
come to me for a letter to the Manager. After making enqui-
rvies and ascertaining things, I will give him the letter. '

Q.—In all cases where you search, you will assume that it
is true?

A.—Naturally. Why should the officer take all the risks ?°

Q.—You assume it is true and on that basis you give the
search warrant ?

A.—Yes. ) -

Q.—1f he happens to be a Chinaman

A.—7Yes, I gencrally suspect.
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Qo—If he is a! Marwari § -
~ A1 am not sure aboubt them. Bubt many of themare
very respectable. .
Mr. ROFFEY:~How many OChinamen d&id you conviet
last year? ., |
AT,
. Q.—~In how mauny cases did you search ?
It foe 4
+ " A—Five,
, Srwur BRINDABAN OHANDRA GOSWAMI:~How
many,Chinamen are therein this district 7
A —TFiity or 60 I think. T do not know for certain. Thave
seen them round about this plaze.
-~ Q—You suspect them-—is it because their country is full
of opium ?
+ A=~Not only that. Chinamen bring it very generally
throughitheir agents. It comes with some parcel or other.
CHATRMAN :~You have admitted here that this short-
weight sale does not materially affect the success of the policy ?

A.~Because so far it is sold to people who have boen
refused passes in the past, If it gets into the hands of
unregistered consumers, it does affect the success of the policy.
“Your policy is not to give opium to anybody who has not ‘got s
pass,” but it is only to give it to those who have passes according
f’? the quantity mentioned therein.

Q.~—Let mo explain the object of the polivy. The object jis
that at the end of 10 years there would be no more opium ~issued
from the Goverpment tieasury save to people above the age of
60. When the policy was instituted it was supposed that it will
first Lecp the younger genmeration from taking opitwm, and
secondly, it will stop many people by force from taking opium
who are used to it.” We may grant that some smugglea opium
may be got ; but that smuggled opium may be driven out of
Assam, to n great estent, by the preventive staff. That is the
object of the policy. Now I would like to ask you in what way
that object would be dofeated if the loit sales of' opium from
the mahaldar’s shop becontinued for the next five years accord-
dng:to theipolioy ; for, after five years there will e no more sale
of trensury opium.

A,—Supposing the mahaldars do not give shorbweight. Ho
ds to give opinm only to those poople who have got pusses, Now
.he has to give opium also to those who have not got passes,
Those people uoqu obtain them from the smuggler or from the
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vendor who saves from short-weight sales and naturally as they
are being partially supplied by one agency, it aflects the suceess
of your policy. O

Q.—T do not follow your argument.

A.—One of the objects of your policy is that you do not
want the people to get opium.

Q.—But wedo not want that after five years the poliey
should fail. If they got now and they get after five years, the
policy would still be successful beeause the amount of excisable
opium disributed amongst the consumers will be nil -except
for those above the age of 50. ‘

A.—1{ it is the quantity of opium that mafiters, in that case,
I do not think shortweight does very much affect the success of
the policy. ;

Q.-~Asa maiter of fact if there be a large amount of
smuggled opium then the whnlo object of doing good to the
country is lost.

A.—1Tow can you ray that unless you know exactly how
much opium is smuggled.

Sr1yoT ROIIINI KUMAR CHAUGDHURI :—We look to
you to tell us about that,

A.—Nobody can give you any idea even to a near approxi-
mation of it.

CHOAIRMAN :—Even the inference which the Excise offi-
cers arc drawing is a guess ?

A.—Yes, it is a gucss.

Q.—And it may happen to be far from the truth ?

A.—1T cannot say it will be far from the truth. They are

men on the spot, and they are experts in their sphere. They are
probably nearer the truth than anybody else.

Q.—But they may happen to be over-jealous.

A.—Why should they be ? There are very many fair men
among them.

Q.—But even fair men may make mistakes. So that every
attempt to get at the amount of smuggled opium is hased on some
suspicion P

A.—Yes. No doubt as I have already said, I have not been
able to form any exact idea as to the quantity of smuggled
o pium.
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Q —Do you think it 1s a wise thing to give up such a policy
if it is helping 1n preventing the younger generation from  taking
to this babit, and do you think we can act on mere, suspicion of
fears of smugglers who, in reality, may not be in existenge at
all ?

}

11 '
1 A.—-—Themrhow does 1t happen that many of them are con-
vioted ? . . 2
Semur. ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :—Is it your
advice that the pohoy should be revised ? Bven for the existence
of that quantity of smuggled opium for which there has been
conviction in this province ?

A.—~No. ButIsayit will baa very small percentage of
oprum that is expected.

Q.—~Do you advise us to recommend revision of this policy
becausoe of these cases you have got convietion for P

A ~~No, you should ery a halt, because as you are reducing
the rations, smuggling is increasing.

Q —But is only a guess work ?

A.~No, if you look at tho figures you will find that it is not
guess worh,

Mavravt ABDUR RAHIM CHAUDHURY :—Let us fora
moment take it for granted that there is no smuggling besides the
cases that™have ended in conviction ?

1}

A --1 donot admit that.
¥
Q~1I am supposing that f:or argument’s 8ake.

A.~Why such an assumption ? .
. Q—1 told you, it is'tor arguinent’s sake and we want your
opinion on if.

PR .
AL —1f these were the only cases of smugplin ios i
that you must continue the policy, geling, my advios i

Seirur RONINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI —Then you
coannof advise us to rovise the poley if the amount dotected is
only & per cont. of the actual quantity smuggled. s
A1 am thinking whether it is only a quantitativ
1t dopends on how much has been smu"yf;'ledq Hativo method.
dotected, Unlesy you hnow the wan, the ' ~
will nover be able to dewct

8

2 .
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] MR: ROFFEY :—What my friend wants to know from you
1s Wl.lat is the percentage of smuggling on which you would
continue the policy and what is the percentage on which you
would shut it down.

A—TEvon if it is 50 per cent. I think we might just continue
the policy. I do not say that you should detect all the 100 per
cent. but even if you detect 50 per cent. of it, even then the
policy may continue. But I say it cannot be 50 per cent. I
consider that it is no where near it. ~

CHAIRMAN :—You have said that it is not good to go o
assumptions, but it isonly on assumption that you have told us
there exists a large quantity of smuggled opium from the fact
that there are some smugglers who have been caught, Could it
not therefore be that other smugglers are not in existence
really ?

A.—TI am satisfied that there are others who are in existence.
Only I cannot catch them. I can give you some names.

Srrsur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :(—Then you
know the names of these people P

A.—1I can give you the names if you want to know who are
financing these smugglers.

Q.—Do you know the quantity that they bring ?

A.—Not the quantity, It happens like this, For instance,
they go to Cooch Behar and bring 2 or 8 bundles and they hide
these during the day and bring them over by night. You may
think that these are all falsehoods, but I can tell you that they
are not. This is how Dil Bahadur was caught.

EXCISE INSPECTOR :—In Seraram Mali’s case, he came
up by steamer and train. He brought opium from the Marwar
side and kept it in his house. :

M=. ROFFEY :—Who financed him ?
A, ~—~Two Marwari firms of Biswanath.

Sr1svr BRINDABAN CHANDRA GOSWAMI :—Did
these things come out in the Court ?

A.~TIt would not be disclosed in the Court.

M=z ROFFEY :—Do you think that with a larger prevent-
ive staff you could get more cases convicted ?

A.—Yes, certainly.
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Q.—You‘da not thivk you have s sufficient preventive staff
how P - @ b

AT have never met ‘many 6f them ; but ‘atiany rate 1
hove met a few of these officers and they do not think they have
sufficient staffy =+ .-

Q.—Would it improve matters if some more Excise Tnspec-
tors are appointed for the Bebali circle ®

A 2T do not think 50 ; tone officer I consiler is sufficient
. % Q—Then ‘why are there not more detections ?

A.—T 5oid, bne officar was sufficient to carry on the duties
of the Bxeise Inspector, but he may not be sufficient for the pur-
pase of detections. For deteotions you have to put even on the
routes.

Q.—~Then do you consider the present number sufficient ?

A1 beg your pardon 3 I was tfalking about the district
staff ; when I said it was not sufficient X bad not in mind the
preventive special staff.

Q.—Under thase circumstances, do you wish to have a  fur-
ther increase in the preventive staff or not P

A.—Tam not yet in a position to give a definite opinion on

5

that.

Q —Daes it not follow that smuggling would intrease if the
cut is continued and you would want a larger staff ?

A,—Supposing the pre-ent staff continves, if youn are able o
give more rewards to the juformers, and spies they may be able
to cope with the work, ; it does not necessarily follow that we
should have an increase in the staff.

Examined by Sr1avr MABENDRA NATH GOHAIN:—

. Q—You say that consumption has decvensed becnuse of this
polioy because people are now-a-days thinking that it is difficult
sfoget opium pusses. Then if you advisa us to reopen the
register and bring in the new addiots, will -it not have a bad
offect on the people and will they not think that it is easy to have
oplum passes again ?

A.~Not necessarily, because as I say, the' first registration
was not perfect.

Q —From what experionoe do you say like that ?

. A ~—1I was in Golaghst in 1926 while this registration was
soing on. T mysell checked somo lists. - N

Q.—What about the registration in 1920 ? .

A.~1 wasin Goalpara then., At first in 1925, mouzadars
and the mubarrirs brought the lists, Some were ohecked by me,
and some by thoe police officers. It was the ° ix
started checking in Juno and July, Tho
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pressed us for sendinz these papers back very quickly, and an
oxlmnstl\"o list was hardly possible. On  the day of checeking,
people did not come, and-thinking that they were not keen, we
had to cancel their names.

Q.~—You thought that if they had been keen thay would
have come ? -

A.—Yes, we thought so.

Q.~—What ahout the subscquent registration of 1929 ?

A.—-—Ip 1929, tho Government ofder came that the cons
sumers might have another chance. 1 remember going with the
Civil Assistant Surgeon of Sibsagar. We went round and saw
many cases, but he passed, I think, only about 25 per cent. of
the cases that appeared before him,

Q.—Vvere you of the same opinion with him ? -

A.—What else could I do? Merely by seeing a man, how
can I say if he i~ an addict. We were all in a hurry and if the
doctor did not allow, I could not do anything but accept his
recommendation,

Q.—Do yon think that medical opinion is a sure guide ?

A.~—Itis for the doctors to say. I cannot say anything
about the reliability of medical opinion. Government have
preseribed it as a guide and I do not say anything about this.

Q.—Iow long will you keep the registers open ?

A.—Well, we shall say that this will be the last time and
that no more chance will be given.

Snisur ROOINI KUMAR OCHAUDHURI :—Just like
“ last night's ” performance—*' Skesh rajoni > ?

A.—I have no experience that way.

Q.—Supposing the same plea is put forward again and the
“opening of registers is applied for one more time.

A.—That is why I have said that you should notify that
they will be given no more chance. You did not say soin 1929,

Q.~—But as a matter of fact it was mentioned in 1929 that
.the register should be opened for the last time. '

A.—If it had been said so, then I would not press for the
opening of theragister now. I would say that it should not be

' d. .
OpeneCHAIRMAN .—TIt is somehow wonderful that you did not

know that it was the last chance. It was in my time, and
I well remember this. ] , _— .
A.—1In that case I should not ask for openi{ig the registers
.again, Why should you doit every time and go on sayiog
' ?ﬁat this 1is {he last time ? Asit has already heen said in 1929,



1r

do not* open the régistor agam, Cthat 1s “my advxcc ‘We “cannot

do anything for tl:em, and if you open' itmow it “will become an

aternsl problem. rie ot o dorld o, T ety MI-
Q.~—Do you think they should be helped ? [

A.—Well ; ’tha.t is what people say. “Tfa righ man cah’havc

his W}“ﬂ‘f‘y’ Why s’.(oultl not %heTpoor man havp shme’ opmm
erar LregIqo T I

su SRIIDT qROHI\II KUMAR CIIAUDEURI UEvcry one
must have something, is it not ? ¢, TN ot
« 1 1Ar+Yes, why vot the poor people 7 .
7 Sr1zpro BRI\'DABA‘\IFOHANDRA “GOSWAMI :-~Then’
why‘should no[; fich people tafco opxum i ibisgeod 2 LT
o Al I cannot 58y 4 N ”'I' & 'not” take opium,
T }‘Q ZAre they not roduced ta poverty, by taking opmm? -
» A.—DMany peoplb are reducedto poverty by gambling' at the
races.r Yol have nof stopped it and *your legislature can nover
touch these people You can mever fouch the stronger intercsts
but you only want to touch, the poor people
- Q. —~What i mAyour advxce now ?
A.~My advice:now is that if yeu have aleady said that that
was the last chance, then you should not open the register again,
(Sr1sur MAHENDRA NATH' GOHAIN:—Your advice
w1ll mean that the pecple will be Hleft as they are, and you twill
Lo allowing them to break the law.
A—What othel alternative have L P L
Srirvr ROE+ o you not
watoh those men "
A~It is jmpossible. There is not only onesnspected man
He will always' be chanﬁorl it it is Dil Bahadur this time, his
financiers will enghgo somebody else next time.
SrRuur MAHENDRA NATH GOHAIN :—If they go on
continuing as it is, do you think they will- glve it up
AT do not think.

Q.—Do you consider that they would bo’ foroed to glvo it
up as the prico grows dearer and dearer P

A.—That is o future contingency. - Vi

Q.~—If this policy is continued, oven rer’xstcred consum-
ors mll have the same tronble.. , ...,

A,—You are foreing them, but I may say, that thls will not
bo abolished. - .

4 a

v

- or
n -
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Sp1yoT ROOINI KUMAR COAUDHURI :~Is it becauss
you think that Government will not abolish it ?

A.—1It is not that, I mean that contraband opium will not
go. :
Lxamined by Mr. ROFFEY :—

Q.—In the beginning of your statement with reference to the
consumption you say; “During the last 4 years treasury opium was
reduced from 2,220 seers to 1,357 seers.” But this reduction is
much more than 10 per cent. per apnum.

A.—There is a table given us by Government every year and we
reduce the rations accordingly. This 10 per cent. is only roughly
correct. If you go on reducing 10 per cent. every year, then
at the end of 10 years also you will still have a small quantity left
over. I think the calculation is nearly correct. TFrom the 2,226
scers you deduct 222 scers for the first year and so onm. And
again there will be some people that have died and their ration
must be taken away. So I think that the figure 1,357 is nearly-
corrcetly worlked out.

SrRytT BRINDABAN CHANDRA GOSWAMI :—What
are the remedies that you suggest for stopping this smuggling ?

. A.~Open the registers.” I consider that the cut has been far
too drastic. ' '

Q.—7You agreed that the registers need net be opened pro-
vided it was said in 1920 that it was the final opening ? '

A.—Yes,

Q.—Now what is your sacond suggestion ?

A.—Give the people back the rations they used to enjoy
two years ago ; as I said already, the cut has been fap too drastic,

Q.—What do you mean by “two or three years ago.”” Can
you tell me from what year the cut has been made ? '

A.—1925.
'CHAIBRMAN :—It started in 1998.

A.—T thought it was 1925. ) :

Sriyur BRINDABAN CHANDRA GOSWAMI:—Then

ou suggested restoring the rations of two or three years back in
the belief that the cut was started in 1925°P

A.—~Yes. . ) .
Spisur BRINDABAN OHANDRA GOSWAMLI :—That is

your second stuggestion. Have you got any more suggestions P
A.—Opium should be sold in packets. One other suggestion

I can make is that you should have an all-India price for opium.
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SOHATRALAN ~Would;it improve;mafters if opium js sold
by Government officers ? ik o hé : ..fl  om
—I gowot sthink,sp, hyt (I ghink jyou-might 1sell op

thro\:;h ;og}; tg‘f%’cei a;n q\ﬁ;ﬁm} is being eold. Ldp ot like the
idea of Government employing & clags of (pe?l)le‘ gg\c}@gﬁly for
the sale of opium ? i °,

Q.—~Would you approve that the Excise Inspectors c%n sell
«aplum besidds their-othier duties ? .

A.—Yes ;Abvut"that may mean more officers.

Q.+Why'do you want to restore rations ?

‘A1 have already said that the cut is far too drasfic.

Q.—Do you feel for these consumers?

AT you were in my place you would feel for them. They
come anf3fdil before yoit and ery like anything.

Q.—As a Distriet Officer do you feelfor them and do you ad-
wise that they-shouldibe given opinm® .

A.—Opi um acts as a cure in sume troubles like dysentery
If o mari’sirafion is eut, say, from 4 to 2 tolas, he believes thaf
he will’suffersfrom all tioubles and that nothing else but opium
can cure him. Why should you degrive him of-this enjoyment ?°

‘' Smigur “ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURT:—You give

v

this advice even thongh their'belief is erroneous.

A.--Many people dn the world are having beliefs that are
erroneous, and unless they are parfectly sure they will continne
baviog.it. -Inthecase of anypium-cater-heibelieves 1n the.cure.

Mx. ROFFEY :—Supposing his belief is wrong. v
A.~How can you be certain of that? * !
Q~~My-medical man says that,

A.~The opium-eater has found it beneficial.

Sewur BRINDABAN ‘OHANDRA GOSWAMI :—Sup-
posing an opium-eater says that he has'been taking opiim for
o long number of years. * “Would ;yow thengive him opium #

B —If thoyado ot die and if lit-does mot afféat theirhealth
Fvanld gat give Aim. ¢ .

Q—~What about consumers who.jare convicted and awho'
r.emﬁg»m,lx;ulj e e O

“A=They, arenot gelting  ary epiam. . In o asg, sthey,
pave as substicute tiﬁctur}é %%in.y % g, 0isa, thoy

] The addict did not dig I
beheye they cin be cured, but the thing is that th?y,,ﬁmké)to it

5

5oy oAt

after their releaso.t! .
Q~TWhat is the sourco from which:they take ? b
A~—Partly 'shoriiveight and mstly contraband opiug.
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Q.—What is the number of unregistered opium consumersP
—-—Ono thousand.
Q.—Do yousay that all shops give shortweights ?
A.—DMost of them.
Q.—How many shops have you ?
A.—Thirty-five.
Q.—In how many shops, do you think, the lessess do mot
give shortweight ?
A.—I cannot say that to any degree of definiteness, If1
knew the people who gave shortw emht they would not be there.
Q.—You said, most of them give shortweight.
A.—Ycs, most of them do.
Q.—There must be some shops where they do not give ?
A.—Yes, there may be one or two.
Snrgvr ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :—How do

you distinguish ?

A.—DBy personal impression of the vendor, when there has
been no cases against him and when I see the man, I get an
impression of him.

Q.—7You can distinguish easily between an honest man and
a dishonest man by looking at him ? :

A.=No. Then I would be an Almighty.

Q.—Have you detected these cases ?

A.—As T say, the margin is very small and it is difficult to
detect.

Q.—What is the margin ?
A.—One or two annas. It is another 10 per cent. cut It

is very difficult to detfect.
Mavravi ABDUR RAHIM CHAUDHURI :—Why do

you not cancel the lease ?
A.—Because vou have to puf the same man there.

CHAIRMA" u will the ~ 3 leaving a culprit there?
A—TIt isc have i, it is another thing to
be able to satisfy .
Srrsur ROY * AR C RI :—So your posi-
tio~ *s  at on me you ¢ way the license -
: bat is s
} t on you there are s ™
w nd s

eca ing inion.
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— ou not see that this is a great’issue conoerming
the h%ulthngéttdh% };mhhc and it is & question of life and death for
them ? ol i

A.~In this case yon ask my opinion, and you can devide as
you like after hearing my views.

Q.—0an you not deal with these lessees departmentally ?

A~—Bub the cases willhave eventually to go before the
Magistrate and then they engage defeunce.

Srwor BRINDABAN CHANDRA GOSWAMI:—~You
say that there are 1,000 unregistered consumers. May I know
the nges of these persons? Can you say whether they are young,
people or middle-aged men, or old people ?

A.—Ido notthink theyare young people. So far I have
been here only about three months and thers has been no apphea~
tion from any young persons, I do not remember any young
person under 25 applyng.

Q.—Then there are persons between 25 and 35 9

AL ~—There also I think, there are one or two cases from
among the garden coolies.

Q.—Have you got any one hetween 80 and 407

! A.—Beveral.

Q.—Can you tell us how wmany ¢

A~—I cannot give the exact figures.

‘Q.—Can it be 10 per cent ? .

A.—1t may be 25 to 80 per cent of cases.

Q.—How many out of these 1,000 unregistered consumers are

Assamese P
A.—~They are mostly Nepalese and garden coolies, I think
about 80 per cont. of them are,
Ustr, ROPFRY :—How many Nepalese, and how many fea
garden coolies ? '

A-CY think about 50 per cent. garden ¢oolies and 30 per

cont. Nepalese, '

Szwsyz BRINDABAN CHANDRA GOSWAMI :—The
remnining 20 per cent are Assamese ?

A~Yes,

. Q—What isthe total number of new passes that you have
issued recently ?

{

3

A—~From 1729 t0 1932 T have iswed 560 passes and 75 per |

ceat. of them would be to garden coolies, That is my 1den,
£

v
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CHAIRMAN : =T want:to Kng - Howe thany new passes'were
jtsu6l- during: the: last thycée morths oo
A.—1I have not got the figures,
Q.~—Qant you give ug thet ﬁgmes to! mon*ow’ i
A.—Yes.

Q.—We shall be obliged if’ you can glve us

Srzsur BRINDABAN- OHA’\IDR/Av GObWA"\IIf ~HOW
many apphcatlons did you receive P’

A.—1T cannot tell you that, becauqe the:e are many , garden:
applications that may have been rejected , on- the spot. _They-
come through the garden doctor andas between garden. dOCtOIS'
and garden authouhes they may the been le]LCted Such cases
do'riot cdme to me at all, and‘only those that bhey recommend:
comve to'us. If you warit we' dani give yoil that Aumber:

MR. ROFFEY :—Do I understand: thay, out of I, OOO ur’
registered consumers, 560 have received passes P

A.—These 1,000 umeg;steled*eonsumers are in addition to the
560 to whom passes were issued.

Sr1rur BRINDABAN OHAN*DRAf GOSWAMT —-—These
1,000 unregistered consumers, did you calculate in- 1933 after the
issue of 560 passes from 1929-32 P .

A —Yes.

Q.—Do you mean to say that the 1,000 mcludes also those
whom you have rejected. .

A.—Yes. o

Q.—How many of these 1,000 have you 1e‘jéoted"f3~

As=T cannot answer that, because: the'whole 1,0007is merely
guess work of the Exclse Supenntendent ;

s u“«

A.—Do you mean: the a phcatmns rejected by the ClVﬂ
adthorities iefg?' I thidk e can give you.
Q —We want applications rejected flom 1929 82 and also...
A—~Tam s6tty we hdvid 16t got a'tecord of all' these “applica-
tions. These are * C class” p‘apéls, and  they are t’hlown out
after one year.
CHATRMAN = We’should e glad” t7 havé the ﬁgmes you :
ca,n glve I think you can give us the figure for last ycal.

——f eaﬁ gl\?e you ﬁhe ﬁoules ﬁom the lkt April- 1938 to
the end of June 1933-
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¢ 1% SpIFUTBRINDABAN/CHANDRAT GUSWAMI=To you
ment-dojstiy tint the price of contrabandogiiirds 41k of- Surplis
opinnristhe sathe? s 2 | SO EYPIR I o
A.~T have given very clear reasons for that, butryoté‘; iy
agreo-wirh inetor pol rhiay disdgres with a, - - ° 2 i
. Q—~—OCnn you bl et te ittty PO iitmi b1t RAS
§8;g0tby shortwéifhtn sales i mork . onthe ifitmtity” of smaggled
opium that is sold is more ? . S l"' ‘(‘)’“ ek
11 ot pdiyeirat tie Yegithing® that i odis’ cari B¢ sure
about the quantity of smuggled opium. ) i
¢o1 Q0 + Tlosty "ot eHe” Shibgleal qinhitity i dofiTFRY infie
nitesimal in comparison with short-weight sales, shall T Yo Fight?
-Duri AN ot fRo0! tHe gpénél kndwlddgis ¢har'Thave. T 'dhould
not agree with yhu'thevs: o Lo
- | QoHoH mindl Wiiliyotigut'{t 4t¥', - S
A.—T cinnot be definite. Very oftéd I'am Tecciving. infor-
. tatidu drid: thiat ig‘alls ' e )
R [ dfter' ndeh.) .
Srrsur BRINDABAN'CHANDRA: GOSWAMT :==Yoh say
that. there- should beno increase inthe-priceof thé trdasury
eplum ? . : o

D

RN ; . -

A.—It'is already very hard for people to pay Ra. 2'pef’ thlai
Q-+=Do-you' recomriend it-hecdude of ..thé Wagddhip; of is it
for.any othét reason-?, con e - .

A.—Hardship i3 the main reason at the present momdit!
Aiotlier- equallycgdod fash Would Bu'tHat' Astitm’ pirico 15 com-
paratively higlher than thut in any other plded it Trilid, woid that
en'mm‘ililgés"smﬁgg!mg‘.f vl T, e
i [UAPEREEYES Whied i Bendity - - : .

B e i i
< "EXCISR: SUPERINTENDENT {4416 b8 Krow’? I' cait
give it afterwards. by e T
0l Q=Db yéu snythat it iy dursts tHe chibiper®tatd ol pHice of
.+ oplumiinedthor neighbbuying rovineed P2 ¢ 4V ve-i G0 1
: e oy i
. A—L say that on account of that fack| the price of ofint-
Iofe- ghould, noty, bov fajeed, ¢t Othikr'vise' 'théte! ‘Wold' B6* some
i cnconragement {osmuggling; disparity $u'piek Sonld” nokBe

,  mtdean-additivnnl-factor in smugglivg.. o7, v ol o~

Q. —Whyis*tho'Biibeof opitted savll torn’shig?’

¥ more than the price of tielstiugled: o 1

W P

S
HiY
4
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Ai—Becauso it serves as an insurance against risk. The
smugglers run the risk of being caught, prosecuted and pnnished,
Many vendors have been punished like that for selling such
opium.

Q.— Is iv due fo the risk involved or is it due to the fact that
the supply is much smaller than the demand ?

_ A.—That is partly true, but the main thing is that it is an
Insurance against risk.

Q.—Is not the price going down on account of economic
depression ? .

A.—No doubt ; formerly it used to be Rs. 3 to Rs. 8, I have
known this,

Q.—Will you agree with me when I say that in any. busi-
ness there will be smuggling or shortweight sale ?

A.—Why should there be smuggling unless there is a pro-
hibition or preferential duty ?

Q.—Was there not smuggling before preferential treat-

ment ?
A.—If the price is higher in Assam there would be smug-

gling.
Q.—There is no question of «“if.”

. A.—7 have not worked here for long, but T heard that there
used to be some smuggling. It might have been very small and
negligible.

Q.—Then you suggest that smuggling would remain ?
A.—Yes, unless you can make the price uniform every-

where.
Q.—You want to issue passes to proper persons with the

help of a committee ?

A.—1I think you mean by “ proper person”™ one who is:con-
sidered fit for a pass. The committee appointed will take
evidence of respectable persons and see whether the applicant
has been taking opium and for how long. These are the factors
that would determine.

Q.—You do not like to issue passes to those who have taker
fo this habit recently ; say, those who have taken to it for five o1
ten years P ‘ .

A.—If a man bas been taking it for five years, surely he
ought to be given a pass. . «

'Q.—Whom do you think the committee should consist of ?

A.—It will be a local committee for every district.

Q.—-Is it of officials and non-officials ?

-A.-—'Yes.
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. Q—Do you mean to say that a person who has been in the
lmblt of takmg opium for five years should be given a pass?

A.~—Why b years? Even a man taking it for threo years

(should be given.. a1
't Mr. ROFFEY :—Do you rec 4 that, irresp “ve of
quantity ?

! A—No. Not irrespective of quantity. He should have to
prove that he is taking a reasonable amount. !
Q.—~What is a reasonable amount ?
A.—One tola a month, not less than that.
Q.—T think you are not in favour of giving passes o those
below 3U. Why?

A.—Beoause they are strong healthy people. Most people
who take opium feel that 1t is a stimulant.

Srrsur ROBINI KUMAR OHAUDHURI :—Did yoh ask
the doctor sbout 1t P
' A ~Yes, but nobody has given me any decisive opinion.
Srtsvr BRINDABAN CHANDRA GOSWAMI :~You Bix
30 years as the minimum ?
A.~Yes.

Q.—~Do you want that a stimulant like opium should be
given to persons of 85 years of age?

A.—1t largely depends on the constitution of the man If
a man is decrepit, you can give him opium

Q-~~1f you find a man of Gu years very vigorous, what do
you suggest ?
A.—The question of men of fifty bas already been settled
" Q.—Supposing hu is 49 years.
A —1If he is vagorous, then I would not give him.
Q—~—You would not give him even though if you | ﬁud he
has been taking it for five years previously P
A.—~No. ‘
Q.~8o the whole criterion is health P Vo
A.~Yes ; physical constitution. _
. Examined by Roi Barabur NILAMBAR DATTA :—
Q.—TFrom your evidence it i3 found that you have given
your view that the policy has proved a failure ? o
1 A.~T said, the polioy is a dubious success, if nt
all,

i

- 3
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Sr1sor ROHINT KUMAR (OHAUPDHURI* :—If -a-failure,
it is.a.dubious failure,

A.—I should notsay like that.

RAr Banapur NILAMBAR DATTA :—Can wyou say to
‘wlllaﬁt e;ntent the:failure,is dueto the fault .of the people sthem-
selves ,

A.—The-failure is largely due.to 4he -drastic nature of the
cut. I do not think that the people .are at :fault. ,Only there
has been a very rapid cut.

Q, —And you consider it should, not be continned any longer?
A.—Yes.

Q.—You have also stated that there are some 600 unregis-
tered consumers in the Behali.circle?

A—~—Yes. .
Q.—Have you any-idea how- these persons get their, guota ?
A.—They get it very largely from ‘smugglers. 5
QDo youadmit that .short-weight saleis.a. commo.r}\prac-

tlce here in this d1str1qt specially.in the Behali circle P
" ATt is not very serious here.

Q——In your opinion it is not very common among the
lessees in your ¢ i 2

A.—Not ve on at a.nv vate i in Behali.
N —How ¢ ees 0 ¥ district d1sposed of the
g itain e'o'ht
Th ., unre; « Sumers.
o ea of ? -
Rs. +6 @ tola,ab the-present

4

A
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" (,=-To chefk smmggling 'in the Behali circle do yolll think

that &n inerease in the preventive staff will have the desired
effect ?

A.—~I do not think you can alt gether stop it.
Q.~Yon think that it will still go on?
A ~Thit is niy view.
—What means can you suggest for tackling the problem
of sherbweight 1n your district?
A~ have no mare practical suggestion to offer than what
1 baye suggested in the memorandum that I submitted.

- Q.~—You liave also sid that medical certificate is a sure
puile '\ granting new passes?

18 ovi It fs the only thing which is at present recognised as &

guruv.
“Z Q.—What do you think yourself ? '
A —'I ‘myself think that  evidence from local witnesses is
smore satisfactory than medical certificate.
Q.—You think that a medical man cannot say definitely
whether a person is an addict or not ?
2" A—Théy'always day definitely becnuse they are asked to
say. [ do not feel satisfied that they can decide 1t erther way.
© Q.—~Ar§ou it fdvour of 2 small local committee thon ?

T4 S Yed
’ 1
~ Q,—Either to reject or o grant padses ?

; A,—Yes, , N
4 1 i -
Sriror BR NDABAN CHANDRA GOSWAMI:—Whom
 should ,the committee consist of ?

A~The Deputy Commissioner and two members or the
Subdivisional Officer and two members.

Q it cxcluding the medical officer?
; 4.—Yes, because we have his cortificate.: :
i Rar Bamapur NILAMBAR DATTA :~Don't you think

) that a confirmed addict cannot reduce the quantity of opinm he
consumes every day?

| A-—Y am almost sure on that point, It is very diffienlt for
w 0 confirmed addict to reduce the quantity of opium.

Sursor ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHBURI:—You mean
4 voluntarily ?

A No, ho would not 1educe it af Al
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Rar Banapur NILAMBAR DATTA. :—Do you think the
the opium-eaters whose rations are cut down already on accour
of the present policy should get their full rations?

_ A.—:-Yes, T have already said they should be restored
their rations of two years ago.

Q.—Do you think that the present margin of profit allowe
by Government to the vendors of opium is adequate for ru
ning the shop without resorting to other dishonest means P\

A.—In cases of some of the large shops it ought to be fairl
sufficient to any ordinary middle class man with whom the sho]
arc settled. In about two-thirds of the shops, I know it is so -
that he would be able to keep himself and his family j+0T%8%
comfort. It is not the case for-all shops. In some cases

Q.—Is it owing to the present system that the vena-ree
not equal in all shops ?

A.—Tt is different in different localities. It depends on ti
distance of the locality and the consumption.

QQ —Who determines the vend-fee ?

A.—The Deputy Commissioner on whose recommendation,
is fixed. ﬁ

Q.—In that case is not the Deputy Commis<ioner responsibl
for allowing a sufficient margin of profit for the vender to ru:
his shop in an honest way ?

A.—Yes. - -

Q.—You were in charge of several subdivisions during th
last 10 years. Have you disposed of the applications fron
opium-eaters in the same way as you disposed of them in th
Darrang district lately ?

A.—Tt is only in Goalpara where I had a few application
in 1929 and most of them were rejected.

Q.—1Is it a fact that the rations for Goalpara are fixed onl;
at 8 seers for the whole of the subdivision ? ‘

A.—It may be so. 1t 1is only a very small place and ther:
are only two shops, one at Dhupdhara and the other a
Rangjuli.

Q.—Did you give facilities to all the applicants to come f
the centres fised by you and did you attend at them along witl
the Civil Surgeon ?

A.—T think some nntices were issuel bt_afO}'e‘uand and we
attended thre two centres, Dhapdhaca anl Raunguli.
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Q-—Am T to tnderstand from rymn'"evidenc(; pe;g that
here was no sufficient time, and no facility was givén to these
wpplicants to file applications in time for new passes?

A.~—You see, these things happened abouf $ years ago.

Q.—T am referring to the applications that were filed last
yaar ?

A—TIf you are talking about 1929, I can speak only of
Goalpara because I was not here last year.

Q.~Don’t you think that this opium bLabit can be cured
by deags ? 4
. A~—~Yes, you have the Lesgue of Nations' discovery.

" Q.—1 am not referring to the Modino system of treatment.
fe ovidence given before us by several medical officers is that

Jhe habit can be cured by drugs?

A~Itmaybeso, I am not aware. The point ist{hata
.nan may be cured for a time but he will again take to it.
”  Q.—Have you met any such men ?

A.—Beveral people who have been in prison and who had
to give it up have taken to it again. .

Q.—Do you remember any concrele case P

A.—~T remember one or two cases in Goalpara.

Q —Do you_ renew licenses in cases of persons who come
out of prison again?

A~—Not at once. Againheisto go to the medical officer
and if the dootor recommends I can renew it again,

Rat Bawapur NILAMBAR DATTA :—I think you have
already stated thot passes should be refused to all unregistered
opium-eaters below the age,of 807

A.—Yes,

QDo you think that the present supply i
meet the demand of your district Pp PRIy i5 adequate to

A.—The ypresent supply of t; i i i
to it ELnS, Jresen pply Teasury opium is not suflicient

»

Q.—You have also stated already that the conti jon of
the present cut will bring more hardship ¢ .
consumers as well as to tl:eg public p P o the unregistered
f.—~As regards the unregistered consumers it §s a questi®s

that bas to be answered ’ ical i s Cn
supply And dogeng” red on hypothetical inference of the bas®
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CHAIRMAN :~—And what about the public?

A.—1 do not thiuk there is any mconvenlence so far dsI
can sce to the publie. Lo

AL Banapur NILAMBATR DA TT.A. —Am I to undpr
stand {rom your evidence thal you are in favour of contmumo
the present cul for the remaining five )ems?

A.—1 think we ¢hould call a h'xlb 'md see, the result

MAvULAVI ABDUR RAHIM G]IAUDIIURY :—Do you
think that there is a strong focling azainst 'thie “habit of taking;
opium ? .
A.—Yes, amon«rst the educated publie.

——Do you think that it is uunmrr the people ?
A —TYes, in the Assam Valley it.is, ruining. the. people.
Q.—Do you wish that Govelnment shoild tz»ke drastm
measures to stop it ?
A.—But what right:  has, the n1a3011ty ta coerce' the
mmouiv _ )
- Q. —1I only want {o know whether fhere is, sucl a, feehng D

A.—7Yes, it is the {ecling of the edunecated. people Tam
not sure w hethel it Js the, fLehng of the ma]ox ity. .
Q.—Somebody suggested to us that this system of se’cthnv
the shops with the malialdars should be abohshed with a view,
to stop sh01 t-weight sales, ‘What do you think of “that? -
. A=y own’'suggestion is'that we should sell it in the foAm
of tablets.
Q.—You do not approve of that suggestion ? .

A.—I think anyone who comes here will take to sh01t-
Welght : ,
Examined by Srryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURT i+~

. Q.—1It is the first time that you are in cliarge of an OPIUm-

eatmg district ?

A.—Yes, quite. I was in Golaghat. But then the pohcy
had not begun. ot

Q.—Your views are based on the study of this question
recently. You have studied this question carefully after. you
thought you would be required to deal with. it.

A .—T1 do.not think I have studied it very ~much. I had to
dml with it only as an admlmstlatm of the Excise Department.
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Q~Dil yduvéxamine ‘thel 'ﬁﬂures “of con‘raha.hdA opium
bofore the’ cuti was introduceds? 1 02 4w vae el
o 4p rThe figureshverotpiven by the offics, "anil T-ave" m0'§ s
of what happened before the policy was introduced, ~ 30707 4
i @ -Tiave youi heardiof any cases n ’thch there-was’ = haul

of aboiit 88 'seers’ of ogiam P ot . )
PO N oYy, Thvhiseend 1t in the Bxdide 'Report . ‘,' s
' Qe What is;the, maximum, yop haye, heard of sinee; aftet
fxﬁp ]gxese}xf: §ys§em{wasxptmduqe¢'ﬁ B T
A.-~About 10 seers, 12 seors 3, likethat,: - - .1+ : L
¢ 1QH-Do youw know that in 192,-24 there. was o, detection of
88sders-ofiopium 2+ ;- we R A
“verzef T huve nobthenrd bf thid cagds < - e

Qy— Lherg is another, case in 19 24-98 ‘anil also ‘béfore, this!
In thie ke’ yedr two “npeountry mém-TWers ‘hlso-hritfed fivith,
say, four seers, of opium. The casg of 1928-24 of 38 seers was(
Malwa: opmm and it wad reported liy polide offiters whe oxiginal-
1§ ‘fiade'the’ enquiry. 'THe ‘information -of the “Salweetl)"
steamer case’ was afterwards made over to'the specml bratich:
which succeeded in arresting one of the accused only in, 192[) [
Al hwe not heard of that, .
) —-B}avc you ].\e‘\rd oi zmy such otper cases B
A.~I lmve no’q Ixeard of, casas. of, such smgula;ly la.rge‘
q\mntlhes.\g.:. e . DU S

Qi Nowy i say i:huhsmngglmg wa.s‘golnmon ever Yefore
this systom was introduced and| thaf :thore were bif cakes.of?
smygeling, than would, yon. not agrea ; that, smpggling { wass not
duectly an outcome of.this pohcy P,y e RES
it A Yes T apree thatcsmugplingismot the divect ontuome
of this polioy, but 1 should say: tlint theextent of smuggling- lins»
probablydnereased. - s+, it nL e L e - -0
'+ +Q.—But how can- you soy unless: you. hiave: a compumtn'e-
statement ? i

A—You never liad’ sxic§ p'xrhcularly parslsteuf:‘ cuses hke
those in the Darrang district!

Q.—What I, an asking is only-this: have" you ﬁgures beforc
you to prove that there is more or loss'smiuggling’®- *

A—1I bave already said that no one can bo sure.,

Q—So then, honestly sp(.nkmg,\you say, itiis vcr,‘,' difficnlt ?

A.—~In reply to the first; qncstmn 1 have z\h""f"' R
it is very difficult to estimate, s

u\A P

(u
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Q.—Thercfore, it is very difficult to advise ?

A.—But some change in the polioy is needed. There isa
Jarge body of smugsglers ; and you ean suggest another remedy
if you cannot accept mine,

Q.—The remedy you suggest for stopping smuggling is
to ensure Government gotting revenue that the smugglers are
now gotling, and you are not supgesting remedies that would
cradicato the ovil.

A —My main object is to legalise an illegality which is
persistently repeated for the last few years. I am not speaking
from the revenue point of viesw,

Q.—You say that opium consumption is going on through
illicit sources and therefore you must divert consumers from
illicit to licit sources, By that you will divert also the revenue
from going intoillicit hands ?

" A.—The question of money has not at all entered into my
idca.

Q.—I am very glad and it is very refreshing to hear it from
you. You say you are nob in the lcast concerned whether smug-
glors get it or the Government get the money so long as the evil
is going on 7

A—Yes.

Q.—You sce before your eyes that people are getting opium
stealthily and that they run the risk of prosecution. In order to
avoid all that you suggest as a remedy is that they should go and
take it from the proper source. That is all you want ?

A.—I say that instead of driving the movement under-
ground it should remain in the open.

Q.—But then you have not taken into consideration that
this habit has been eradicated to some extent.

A.—So long as opium is sold in other parts of India you
canunot eradicate it from Assam alone.

Q.—The advice which you are giving to this Commiitee now
~that the people must go to licit saurces—is not one that can
eradicate the evil.

A.—T have already said that you cannot eradicate the evil
so long as it exists in other parts of India.

Q.—I am asking you only this: You are not suggesting
this remedy for the reduction of the opium habit ?

A.—No. .

Q.—This remedy cannot aim even ~°  dual reduction ?
A.—1 suggest tha  ou should ery ud try its effect.
You should also - . en back to ‘ s of two years

ago, and then th atisfied.

f,v
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Q.—At one time, I heard you say that it is imporsible to
expect a reduction o long as it obtains in other parts of India ?

A.~Yes, I hold to that statement. You may not be nb.lo
to eradicate it completely, but you may very largely reduce if.
There are methods.

Q.~The methods which you suggest now is thiy that un.
registered consumers....., .

A.—Your questions are so framed that one_cannot give the
answer ‘yes or no’, I do not suggest this for reduction alone, bub
1 said it was for legalising an illegality.

Q—I am not coucerned with it. My object is to'sece
whether this opium habit can be got rid of ?

A.—1 have said again, that it is impossible to eradicate it
completely so long as other parts of India are allowing it. )

Q.—1s it possible to eradicate it to the extent of reducing it
in cases of persons under 50 years of age ?

A —TYou can gradually reduce it

Q.—Give me the method. You do not approve of the 10
per cent. cut ?

A —1he method is this : one method would be, as these pass-
holders die, gradually it will be extinguished ; then the whola
body of opinm-eaters should die out.

. Q.~We should wait till the death of all opium-eaters ; that
is your suggestion ? -

A.~—Yes, that will be a normal develepment ; and you won't
have to wait long ; it may fructity in your life time, Apd then,
you need not issue passes at all in future

Q.—After what year ?

A.~—Onco you have hrought the unregistered consumers into
tho register, you will say that no more passes should be issued,

But if the Government have already said that in 1929, you need
not open the register again.

Q.—That is one of your methods, namely, to wait -till tho
present set of opium consumers die out? S

A —Yes, that is the path of least resistence. That is one
method by which you do not annoy anybody.

Q.—But are you sure that no more passes should ho given to
tmyboAdy 1; any circumstances ? Tiven to persons above G0 ?

—Yes. .

Q.—You are in favour of cancellation of passes of persons
under 30 years of age ?

A—Yes, !
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(Q.—You mean except ¢n medieal grounds ?
A.—That qualification exists.
Q.~—Will you eancel those under 30 that now exist ?

0 A.—I have not examined them. But I should like to cancel
em.

Q—So that above the age of 80 if you follow this path of
least resistence, you will have to wait for 30 years ?

A.—In the meanlime you may have a smaller cut, For
instance., make this cut, biennial or triennial. As I Lave said,
the cut is far too drastic. And it is a question of method, rather
¢han of opinjon. '

. Q.—Do you think that as a result of all the methods that
you have mentioned you will be able to check smuggling P

A.—Yes.

Q.—80 you will not issue passes to those under 30 and you
will also cancel passes that now remain for those under 80 P

A.—Yes, it would be considerably reduced if those un-
registered consumers are brought on record. Smtiggling will
largely come down. 1 think that persons under 25 have, to my

knowledge, uever applied.

?

No. 12.

The Committee néxt ex'a;mfnedf'

Mr. W. MILBURNE, Manager, Dl}endai Tea Estats,
and

Mr. F, G, METCALFE, Manager, Bamgaon Tea Estate.

Txamined by THE CHAIRMAN—

Q.—Are you both of the same opinion P ,

Mr. METCALFE :—Yes.

Q.—You have read the questionnairé of the Committee ?

A.—Yes.

Q.—Have you submitted any written statement ?

A.—No, ‘ .
Q.—Do you wich to express any views on any particular

points that are in the questionnaire P ‘ o
A.—My personal knowledge on the subject is very limited,

really,

2
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«  Q.—How many, consamers have you on your garden ?

A—Two. ¢

Me, MILBURNE -—I have 19 on my garden

Q.—What is your labour force ? R &~

A.;—Ore thousand and two hundred adults VT V

Mg, METOALFE:—In my garden I have about 600.

Mr. MILBURNE :—Out of the 19 consumers, thers are 13

registered and 6 unregistered.
“Q.—~How do the unrevlstered ‘consumers get iheir opitim * .

AT can tell you only by ashing the unregmteretf con-
Sumers! ‘I think undoubtedly they get illicit opium from
villagers. But the lquestion which I cannot get them'to answer
iy where they actually get it from—ifrom which shop P

, Q—Do they get it from anyone who is dealing in foreign
opxum ?

A.~1T very much doubt if they know the difference Dbetween
foreign opium and treasury opium.

Q.~—You have information that they purchase their rations
from the existing opium shops ?

1« A~—~Thave got the mformntmn, but I cannot tie it down to

them., They ave not giving the opinionin that way, but I can

tell you that they can get it from the shops add villagers. R
Examined by Srtyvr MAHENDRA NATH GOHAIN :—

?,—Are vhese six umegistcred TODNSUMErs new comers or old
men

Al—Ono 1§ practically a new-comer, zmd the others have
remained here for some time.

Q.—Dia they acquire the habit in theif country ? !
** A.—TIn every case they acquired it before they came here,

Q ——Why do you not get passes for them ?

ATt 4 e‘{tremely diffieult.

Q. —~Why ¢

A Z_Tiest of all, you have got to get the man up 1o come to
you, For somo reason or other he does not come. Thenif he
comes you send him to the doctor. Then very often he has to go
to Tezpur and appear theie.

Q~~In any case, Government will readily give a pass to the
new-comer.

A—To certain eases, I have got them; but ordinanly it
takes obout three months 1 think that undar the m e«',em. s fem
it mﬁht to bo easier for the garden coolws to
quichly if medical caatificato is obiained.
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Q.—Probably this can be remedied by Government, But
}dog’tpyou think, these people would be able to give up the
1abit

A.—No, distinctly not.

Q.—T think you will be glad to have coolies who do not
take opium ?

A.—COcrtainly.

Q.—Did you cver try through your garden doctors to make
them give up tho habit by some means or other ? '

A.—We tried to make them give up. I have in one case
known a man give it up. He deposited the pass with me, 1
have that pass actually in my oflice at the presenf; moment,
It is three months now he. has given it up since, but unfor-
tunately he has taken to drink, and it is pretty much the same.

Q.—Which sort of labour do you prefer—the drunkard or
the opium-cater ? :

A.—DTersonzglly, I would prefer the opium-eater.,

Q.—Why ?

A.—Because an opium-eater is distinetly not truculent, and
as soon as he get opiam he works faithfully. Only when he has
exhausted his ration towards the end of the month, he bécomes

troublesome.
Mz. ROFFREY :—How many of these 19 are addiets ?
A.—T would like to know what exactly you mean by addiets.
Do you mean regular consumers ? i
Q.—Yes, regular consumers for some years ?
A.—The whole of the 19 are addicts with the exception

of 3.
Q.—What economic position do these coolies hold at pre-

sent—I mean in what status are they ?
A.—They vary. Inone particular case, he has actually

gone to bits, and certainly, I would hardly know him.
Q.—Are their wives also opium-eaters ?

A.—May be. .
Q.—Can you tell me roughly the monthly consumption of

each coolie.

A.—Tt is about 1 tola, Bubt after the 10 per cent, cut, he
exhausts his ration on about the 251;!1 of the month, a.nd then he
is absolutely incapable of work till he gets a sufficient supply.

He purchases it from the mahaldars, ‘

!
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Q.~1f he has the money ? ]

A.~—He seems to get it somehow. I am really speahing of
tho man who has money, and he gets it somewhere.

Q.—1I take it that all the opium.eaters have only the pay
they get and nothing else ? .

A.—Their pay, their rice and their land.

Q.~They can sell the rice ?

A.—~When they can sell it, they do eo,

Q.—With regard to the Governmens cut, are you in favour
of it ?

A=~ afn nots
. Q.—You consider i should be &topped ?

A~Yes

Q.—And have no further cut ?

A.~Yes, That s our view.

Me. METCALFE :—TI also say that the Tezpur Sub-Com-
mities are of the same opinion.

~—May T take it that the percentage of opium-eaters of
your garden i8 abnormal ?

Mz, MILBURNE : ~From the figures, I may say that they
are abnormal.

Q.—Have you got the figure with you ?

A.—T bave only one figure:  With a Iabour force of 907 six
Linve passes, and six have no passes. Further details I have not
the time to get, but Colonel Kitchie will be coming to-morrow,
and he will give you those figures then,

Exotnined by Sswor BRINDABAN CHANDR -
WA.MIL— A Gos

’

Q.—You say there should be no Hurther cut ?

A—~No. No further cut,

Q.—Your association is also of the same opinion ?

A Ao,

Q.—What are the reasons ?
. A‘..—Becanse previously, before the cut was started—1 am
speaking toughly about 1923-26—the majority of the opium-eaters
simply went on, and you--could hardly tell whether they were
opittdstafers Notv, the majority of my opinmsenters, during
the last {éw Gays of the month, simply cannot work.

Q~—You art speaking of the garden toolies.

As~Yes. Thoy simply lie down and ¢ -
working. Their brain scems to be almost
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, Q-—Drobably this can be remedied by Government, Buf
don.t you think, these people would be able to give up the
habit ?

A.—No, distinctly not.

Q.—I think you will be glad to have coolies who do not
talke opitim P

A.—CQCertainly.

Q.—Did you ever try through your garden doctors to maks
them give up the habit by some means or other ?

A.—We tried to make them give up. I have in one case
known a man give it up. He deposited the pass with me, I
have that pass actually in my office at the present moment,
It is three months now he has given it up since, but unfor
tunately he has taken to drink, and it is pretty much the same.

Q.—Which sort of labour do you prefer—the drunkard or
the opium-cater ?

A.—Personally, I would prefer the opium-eater,

Q.—Why ?

A.—Because an opium-eater is distinetly not truculent, and
as soon as he get opium he works faithfully. Ounly when he has
exhausted his ration towards the end of the month, he becomes

troublesome.
Mz. ROFFEY :—How many of these 19 are addiets P

A.—1 would like to know what exactly you mean by addicts.
Do you mean regular consumers ?

Q.—Yes, regular consumers for some years ?

A.—The whole of the 19 are addicts with the exception
of 3.

Q.—What economic position do these coolies hold at pre-
sent—I mean in what status are they ?

A.—They vary. In one particular case, he has actually
gone to bits, and certainly, I would hardly know him,

Q.—Are their wives also opium-eaters ?

A.—May be.

Q.—Can you tell me roughly the monthly consumption of

each coolie.
A.—Tt is about 1 tola. But after the 10 per cent. cuf, he

exhausts his ration on about the 25th of the month, a.nd then he
is absolutely incapable of work till he getsa sufficient supply.

He purchases it from the mahaldars.
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Q.—It he has the money ?- , ]
A.—He seems to got it somehow. I am really speaking of

the man who has money, and he gets it somewhere.

Q.—1 take it that all the opium-eaters have only the pay

they get aud nothing else ?

of it

T

A.—Their pay, their rice and their land.

Q.—They can scll the rice ?

A.—When they can sell it, they do eo.

9.—With regard to the Government cat, are you in favour

A =] afo nots
Q.—You consider it should bs stopped ?
"A—Yes.
Q.—And have no further cut ?
A.—Yes, That is our view.
Me. METCALFE :—I also say that the Tezpur Sub-Com-

mittee are of the same opinion.

§.—May I take it that the percentage of opium-eaters of

your garden is abnormal ?

Mg, MILBURNE: ~From the figures, I may say that they

are abnormal.

Q.—Have you got the figare with you ?
A.~1I bave only one figare. 'With a Iabour force of 907 six

have passes, and six have no passes. Further details I have not
thie time to get, but Colonel Ritehie will be coming to-morrow,
and ke will give you those figures then,

Examimed by Srur BRINDABAN CHANDRA  GOS-

WAMI i—

Q.~—You say there should be no finther cut ?

A—~No. No further cut.

Q.—Your association is also of the same opinion ?

A ~—Yes.

Q.—What are the reasons P

A.—Because previously, before the cut was started—T am

3 h
| speaking roughly absut 1925-26—the majority of the opium-eaters

simply went on, and you—could hardly tell whether they were
opitnttaters. Not, the shbjority of my opiurd-esters, during
the last fow days of the monti, simply cannét work.

.
3

]

Q.«~Yon art spenking of tho garden toolies.
A+—Ycs. Thoy simply lie down and they are incapable of

worhing. Their brain teems to be almost entirely gona.
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Q.—You have a medical officer for your garden ? -
A.—Yes. ' ' =
. Q.—Do you keep the consumers under observation ?
A.—No, beeause the Chief Medical Officer only pays visits.
Q.—Did you not consult him P ‘
A.—Yes. o
Q.—Did you conzult with him whether these persons could
be cured of the habit by means of drugs? B o
A.—No, I cannot say I have. _
Q.—Do you know that these opium addicts can go on with
out opium when they are convicted and remain in jail ?
A.—No, I have no information. But in the Army, they
used to get it.
Q.—I am not spcaking of the Army ; I am felling you about
the jails. -
A.—1I do not know,
Q.—The point is: Have you tried to cure them of this
habit ? ' ’
A.—No, T have no method of knowing how ta cure.
Q.—Would you try, if you know the methods?
A.—Yes; if T thought that there was a chance.

Examined by Rat BaAmapur NILAMBAR DATTA :——
Q.—May I understand from your evidence that there should
be no further cut ? ‘
A.~1T distinctly say that there should be no further cut.
Q.—The present policy of the Government to apply for new
passes for the coolics is very difficult P
. A.—It is difficult. I am talking from the opium-eaters’
point of view. '

Mgr. METOALFE.—And there isa good deal of misery
caused for the poor fellows who are waiting for their opium.

Q.—The ration is not sufficient for opium-eaters ?

Mzr. MILBURNE:—~They exhaust their rations by the third

"week of each month.
Q.—Do they remain incapable of work for the last week for
want of opium when they have exhausted their quota ? ‘
A.—They simply cannot work, and their brain is gone. I
%now the day when they get the opium. They get very bright
“and get to work well. '

-
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. Q —Do-youtsend'them tto hospital? “11 0t A
] KN
AN oti‘m'ﬂéss a'man is *really se’riously i1, ygu)cz‘txgjt)‘t send
» man to hospréal for merefrefusil fof work't* 7 ¥ U -
— 1L oLt fotl4, 500 adult: 1abbur “fared! you “have “Suly 19
addicts. 2 paeo g N /T C N Bt
- of. , _
. 'béh TYx:er’ t£321£ 11{1?(:‘;)/ \ B L N
“Q ~—Has anyone applied to you to tryi?r securing passes for
them from the Governméntp-¢ ' = ot
geore o A 1ot sy Sle o9 N
s Ac—Yes all of them have,npplied,in the first instance, but
generally T ‘make enquiries to know whefber {he ;mantis an
?pmlm-)eatet or not:.l 1

s Wi &)

, o w\g\ﬁ; £ s L ,
Q —Do you know at what rates, these unregistered opium-
gaters age taking optum from the neighbouring shopsP— 0

A—T cannot eXaotly-say that they are laking fromi 'thé
shops, but I think, they do take from the villagers and ‘the shops.
The usual amouut is two or three rupees per tola. [

Q.—Do they earn the wages for buying this required quota
by, the middle or third week of the month, ox before any time of
their pay day ? - « 1

v A—They may possibly run_out, but how they manage™-I do

not know. They often think, I would stop the sources from

}v}{fre they get 16, and as 1s natural, they would not—tell me
wily.

-

Lxomined. by ' Maviavi ABDUR RAHIM A
DEURL—. + 5 s | HATIM, | CHAT:
Q—~What is

very bad ¢ .

A.—TI certainly do,

your idea about opiwm. Do you think it 3s

" Q.—About this reduction policy, if it is followed don’t you
think it will belp people in getting tbemselves rid of the
babit ¥ Do you support the poliey ? . e

© A~—No; I do uot think'it will be successfal. T
Mzn. METCALFEE :~—Tt is difficult to control illicit traffic
Q —Have you got any iden about mohaldars ? Can you
g2y what sort of people they are generally ?

A.—T canuot really criticise them. T do not feel exactly
it to ariticise them

L



134

Q.—Somo people say, this system of settling shops wit
mahaldars should be abolished. Do you like the idea ? ps it

A.—1I cannot express any opinion,
Esamined by Spur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :—

Q.—How long have you been in Assam ?
Mn., METCALFE: —Nineteen years in the Assam Valley.

Mr. MILBURNE :—Twenty-two years. .

Q.—Do you know that formerly also the Assamese people
used to take opium snd that this habit was more gensral with
tho indigetious pevple ?

A~ can only say from hearsay. It i§ very general in
Assam,

Q.—Do you know that the Assamese pebple are trying to
give up bhis habit and reduce their consumption ?

A~~I bave kndwn of no body trying to give it up.

Q.—You have no idea ?

A.~No. .

Q.—Do you wish that these people should get rid of this
habit ?

A.~1I do not see why it should be suppressed altogether, It
cannot be done to begin with.

Q.~—Gradually ?

A —No.

Q.—By putting thom on a small ration day by day?

A.—Tt is a question for medical men ; but I consider it can-
not be cured. '

Q.—So yot do not believe in genuine cuie, even if opium.is
made unavailable ?

A.—I think, he will probably die. 1f you cut the man’s
ration, he niny die,

Q.—Have you seen such cases ?

A.—1I have seen one of my men waiting for his opium. If
he does not get, he is too miserable for words.

Q.= Tlgstors say, he will be in extreme misery, but he will
not die ? '

A.—Doctors ought to know. Copiotis athounit of tedisa
strong relief when he is in misery. It might make h&m more
cheerful for the time being, but whether the effect would be
permancnt or not, I do not know.
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Q.~These coolics ave fmported from other places, such as
Orissa ? ! °
' A~Yes, from Ganjam. ' PN
Q ~Dothese people also convert others to the hakit of
opium-eating ?

M7, MILBURNE —Distinotly not )

QHAIRMAN :—Do they administer fo the babie when
thoy cry ? -

A~They may, but that does not extend to coolies {n the
garden.

Q.—Di you make enguiries if thehrjwives got the habit 2 °
A.—They may have.

Q -—~Supposing the people of tho province wanted that this
opium should be entirely probibited ; would you gppese it on the
ground that the labour force need 1t ?

A—~TYes.

Q —~On the ground of a few opium gonsumers that you have
in gour garden, you want the Government to carry on this
trade ?

A.~—Yes.

Q.—Even though the rest of the people want it stopped ?
A~Why do thoy want to stop it ?

¥
Q.~ Because this is & poison ; they have realised it. As a
mabler of fact, this opinm has been » great ourse, and the bpinm-
caters are known as anias, which is'a term of contempt, 'Lhe
rost of the ather provinces look down wpon Assamese becausa
they are opium-eaters The Assamese people also now Tealise
this fact and they want the total probibition, whatever may be
the consequence, In these circumstances, do yow oppose it and
insist on the Government carrymng on the trade?

A.~1 have no objection, if the Assamese want prohibition ;

but I should say thatthe people who want to use it may be
allowed it.

OHATRMAN :—Tx it possible to know the eaolie who is in,
the babit of taking oprum ?

. A~Ttis very dificult. You could nof ~ an
opium-enter and who is n non-opium-cater.
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. Smgvr ROHINT KUMAR CIHAUDHURI :—Supposing I
d‘zscm'or that a particular coolic has the opium habit when he
first comes, and I say that he can go back as I do not want an
opium-eater. SRR

Mr. DAWSON :—A{ whoso expense will he éo back_é -
Skwyr ROLINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :—Af the
expense of Government. o ’

MR, METCALFE :—Would you send him away because
he is an opium-cater ? No, let him have his opium in moderation:
e may happen to be a very good man otherwise.

Srrsur ROITINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :—Can he take
opium in moderation ? - - .

Mzn. MBETCALFE :—In some cases, they do.

Q.—Do they not increase the dose. ,

A.—TUnder tho prese’nt systom of cut, they cannot. th

Q.—So you approve of the idea of cut ? 3 o

Mr. MILBURNE :—They cannot increase under °this
system, but I do not approve- of the cut policy. ' -

Q.—If they have a craving for an increcase ?

A.—I would not agree to give them an increace. e

Mr. METCALFE :—Lct  them be allowed in moderation.

Sr13vT BRINDABAN CHANDRA GOSWAMI :—Cannot
they have from villagers and other illicit sources P ' )

A-—They do get like that. |

Sr1our ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :—What prace
tical methods would you suggest to stop these illicit sources ?-

A.—Tt is impossible to make a suggestion.

Q.—1If you 'make opium unavailable, except at great risk
say, if there is a risk of punishment, orif a man has togos
great distance.to get opium, -or if he has fo incur great expense
and delay in getting opium—all these things may act .as & sort
of check. v R

A.—Yes, they will act as a check, butﬂthey will equally
encourage illicit opium to come nearer too. R

Q.—Is it possible for foreign opium- to qoxi;e into the
garden ? ©on . ' o :
A.—Tt is distinetly possible, but it is improbable. -
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’ " i3
© *d o you lldw these men to come mto your gorded
wda? s Yo
(S €]

:
'A—Wo bavo the right fo turn them ‘outs © o v“ ,
! 1Q—q¥duld youtum outls bmuggler ’or%'qmaba![dar‘ who
Jrings opum ? L ot . -
PA Y8, we whilid detainly Lurn bam out 9
s ' . [ '
L o, i roorf
0l ‘
No 13 i '

The Commit{ee next exammed—
¢ ! ERAMA PRASAD AGARWALLA ’
{n) Ra1 Bamapor A. O AGARWALLA |
(i) CHANDRA NATH SARMA

. Srefor QEANDRA NATH SARMA submitted a wrtton
statement which was réad out by the Charman. !

-1

3 T
LRI BAmadol a4 e deddrach o g gond kke to
sl that ol possib 1ken fo stop opum
srdohitig which 35, o vyon mow 1 nnow therg 1wa law
hgaihst 1t, bt that latr 1 a dead letter and very few ovases of
optum smoking are pumshed , , —
CHAIRMAN —Do you know of such cases from personal
Lnowludge ?

1 1 -
A—Yes -

3 1
Q —Have you ever helped b ving 1nf tion, to th
Dxaise Supenntendent ? L v gumg wlormation fo the

o 3 1 N Yooy -
A.‘—No;[ have not i?ui; 1 éugges:‘. that there should he a

a Th Y
#1gilance committee whic)

e should have power fo roport such
H it 2
Q-In other districts of ALss:‘xm, ire have l)lfe:;ui very bittlo

of oplum smoking ?

A —~May be, but 1 careful enquirtes are made, 1t will e
found that the habit 19 stall gotng on n othet patts also,

A "DAWSON 1 4
a rohred Supenmt e am sarpnised, Rm Babaduy, ﬂ;r:::‘rl:)cing

o mpthe u 16 of Pohiee anl knowing ¢
nst i, you have not matersally helpel i
mation to the Dxeise stafl, y pet ’
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. Rar Banapur A. C. AGARWALLA :~There are lotsd
difficulties such as haviug to go over to the Court for giving

evidence and so on. That is why I suggest that there shoud
be a vigilance committee. SR

7 <

CHAIRMAN :—It'is only by .co-operation of the publi
and the Excise staff that these thi{;gs cOIl)lld be eradibateg. I
is not the fault of Government, because there is already a lav
and the Government is entitled to look to the public for t
operation in the application of the law. So it would be bette
if influential and educated people like you always helped th
staff with information in such matters.

A.—Yes, I see that it is the fault of the people.

CHAIRMAN :—Well, let me come to opium smugglin
Do you admit that there is smuggled-opium coming into tl
province ? T )

A.—Yes.

In one case, last'year, one Atul Babu, a Bengali gentlem:
got a license for an opium shop. He got one V. P. recei]
but the Postmaster suspected that the ' parcel contain
opium. He informed the authorities, but then the man did n
come to take delivery of the parcel, Afterwards it was fou
to be a parcel containing foreign opium. “Some enquiry w
made and as a resuli he was not given a shop afterwards;
was given to some one else. ’ . .

Q—Was it addressed to him P

A.—Yes.

Q.—About how much opium did it confain P
A.—About three seers.

Q.—Where did it come from ?

A,—Trom the Calcutta side. I think, the Excise depa
ment would be able to give more information about the eca
T know that the license was cancelled.

Q —Are you in a position to say whether he was real
implicated in the smuggling ?

A.—All I can say with regard to the case is that the matt
ended there.

Q:—1Is that the only case P

, A.—That is one of the instances. Of course, we have g

hearsay information of many others, This Atul Babu’s case ¥
not a hearsay one.
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ki DS IE I I B ool
R ' Q'~Yon haye no other case besides what the Exemse officers
N £ o . .
A-LNo, o " L€ P S ¢!

Q.—~Then it is on this information that you base y.éur
pinion that there m st bea good amount of smuggled opium
oming into the district? 3 i

A~Yes

Q~—Then, don’ you think that' there will be a'-greater
wmount of smuggled opium coming into the pipvince .l this
wlicy is continued? ~, |, ;

A.—1f opium is issued in tablet form by Government and
w0ld throngh post offices or dispensaries or through pamd Govern-

mont servants, then tns will prevent shortweight, adulieration
aud smugghng of opium to a great extent.

Ty g

Q —Do you realise that after five years no more opium will™
he issued to persons below 50 years,of age if this policy is con-
tinued ?

1 A.—Yes,

’
: Q.—~What will the people below 50 years of age do who
would not get oplum ? Would they not get from smugglers p

A.~If they bnew that opium cannot be had from any place

they would try to give up the halnt, '
Q —But they might also try fo get more smugglers in P

( AT thik that thesa smugglers “generally sell in lump
quantitics  Thewr object is jo Ly to dispose of the drng as
:11;1011:15' as possible. 'They do'not give opium to consumers 1n
‘etot . o vl
i Q ~—Ascording to your information, there is no retail sale
of smuggled opium and smugglers do not directly deal with
xonfumers? i < i
» ' A~—That is so. '

. Q—There was a statement made before us at Jorhat by
tho Exeiso Superintendent who was in Behah that the smug-
Ters were  dealing with consumers individuslly and selling
piom at retail prices.  Would you take that statement to be

oirect 2
\d

A.—TProbably they might be selling to tome agents who soll
pinm to unregistered consumers  But 1 ° : that wem
v smuggler would sell opinm to ench ' ™ ;
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consumer. It 1;; likely that he might give it to some {riend or
. . , . . -, L v T ey . SRR L R TR A )

Lnoyw ‘:1 Pels]on 1\; )0 15 10 hjs confidence, 4nd that-’persohqn"@um
may go and sell to unregistered consumers and also in somé cases.

to sciylne registered porsons whose rations are considered- tq be
small. ’ i

1y

Q. —Is it your opinion. that if smﬁggleré deal I"-;vithil.cbﬁ-;

sumers directly, there would be a large nunber. of¢ people: who
would stop them.,

A.—Yecs, that is the risk, . Ll
Q.—Would you say that since they have ’beqome_‘veﬁ'y’ clever

»oith

it is becoming very difficult to the Excise staff to detéct heim;”

v +

tak al procautions poshible. R
Q.—They might be selling opium directly to consuthers;’
it may have been difficult to detect them., - ;- . - 7.0

A.—My information is that’ smugglers: send’ the: oplum;to‘,

their agents or to their tried friends.
Q.—Do you suspect that they give their opium"'tb's mahal
dars? -~ T S E S A O A
A.—T gnoted one 'cafscg jusﬁunp‘év'{% L
Q.—In that case? R T B S
A.—Thereé is one case of a Marwari—Seraram Mali; " — ¢

Q.—In reply to quostion No. 4, with, regard ‘to’,savings by
shortweight, you’ say—=% It is generally 'sold to unregistered
consuinersi-old ones and new convérts™.” Do you' think' th’g;;f
mahaldars are trying to convert men to the habit. -

CHANDRA NATI'H SARMA :—No. they,.do,not. convert,
but they help ir this way by seiling the surplus opium ®ayed:by
shortwéight they give encouragement to a&digjﬁg;h%&_d_@?g‘ﬂy
they do not tempt. o ST

Q1+ coines to this, that, tho addicts ask. thelr friehds.is
go'and take opium. ' L
Q.—Have you information of such ecases, and have " you
particular, knowledge ol .any. person, 'wh\o has 'been_:.‘ go;yeﬂed

newly, by suoh a method?: -

A.—Deteotion is'of,course a difficult job, because, smugglers,
podretoty - toed b 2 vE.S" btk STAF LY

il

/
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RarBamague, A. G AGARWALLA, . —1E s gengrally done
m smohang. | \'?,lx:x?x peqple gither jtozetlier, ﬁiyﬂ smokang, they,
take & greater quaplity also.,  Ofall, the ways (ip \flﬂ%h | Gpram
chn bé 05 sinohing 15 the wosh objectionable |, AN
. QThigos admtted. § Buy whetheps it 5 towe on_not is
what wp wapt,to be spre ahqut,  Could yoydlp vsfy oo
A.—T speak on very reliable wfornatioh  Corthin ihfdrmas
tipn T gob from some'of 15y 'rélnucns, nte T cannob cgivothelr
names, I may say that one of my relations 1s an addiet t6 smoke
mg T B [T S| y 0
crQ, - TWould ;you secretly give infonmatioh tb the Byowmo stafl
of these numes, and also advise your rdative to gho up thie
Yabt! ¢ g vs owmle o Sgqoa g [ ¢

= )
A.—T kngw, he addiutcdﬁto smohpg, and I 03}\\\0{\ (‘(is~
believe hum R 18 855 ;09 b i {

[ P
. Q~Why ngtitellihm that if be bofqund gub, he, would Lo
prosccuted and put wtp jal I SN T S
Lxammediby Srrror MATENDRA: NATIH GON;}I}N fray
r
Q —You can easily undarstand that if you b The ped, e
Exeso "st:?(’r,‘it‘“oﬁlgl,lr’mt,bp o th}liqplt ,gpb? tol sl}ix'px wsrnl“u‘q\
smokag, ' L
A.~Tt can bastopped af nigorons steps bgodnlions v+ 1y
CHAIRMAN —And also1f yoy dosire to halp® T' !
A~You meag to gay, the public F Yos | ! \
Q —You should givo mformation whanover yon jcomo (o
know of such nstanaes, vy
A~Thatns why.I advocate a villagos igilanae commiltioes

Q.—Tven without having all that paraphernnif, jon ean Aty
that, Thére 1 not o manglo porson 1n Abssm who wonld dafend

opium smoking  If you only &;wu informntion of onnen that
come to your knowledge, itnwould bb ailot of holp, i

A ~In spite of, the atlompts mndo by Gpvernuwund i
haye been ok conﬁumém duri?xg thoao fve yoars, ‘

Q —Although the Government jholp wi, w6 do ot Hke {
holp ourstives 7

A—~8molang isgoing on roorotly of conrsy

Q —Tt cannot bo #0 secrotly dono that nobody knpws
and thoso who kuow 1t should como forward pnid givy oylil it

i
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A.—But people want to avoid the botheration of eqm:
Oourt, The villagers generally try to avoid coming to C()(I)?x;?‘,.g b

Mavrnavi ABDUR RAHIM OHAUDHURY :—Ds you
mean to suggest that people are indifferent ?

A.—People wantto eradicateit but they want to avoid all
consequent botheration and they do not want to come all the
way to Tezpur to give evidence. It takes a long time in Court
and there is no knowing whether the case will not be adjourned
constantly.

Q.—You agree that it is an undesirable habit ?

; A,—Of course I do; I am telling you the fact that I know
of.

Q.—That is why you propose to have a village vigilance
committec P

A.—Yes, they should be given powers to report and investi-
gate cases of smoking.

SrRIJur MAHENDRA NATH GOHAIN :—There is no
doubt that peeple should change their mentality. What is your
opinion—is smuggling on the increase or is it on the decrease?
I may tell you there was smuggling before the iniroduction of
this policy, and I want to know whether it has noir increased
or decreased since the introduction of this policy ?

A.—Itis very difficult fo answer this question. Only we can
say that smuggled opium is brought by Nepalis and Marwaris.
The Marwaris are hard hit during these days, and if they can sell
opium secretly, they can make some money.

Q.—Has the field enlarged for smuggling ?

A.~—1T do not think it has enlarged. )

CHAIRMAN :—Do you mean to say that it has not increas-
ed on account of the fact that a new thing has been added, viz.,
the risk of arrest ? . ]

A.~—Smuggling has not increased and that is one of the
causes. ‘ Lo
Srryur MAHENYDRA NATH GOHAIN :—Naturally it
may be the other way. Formerly there was no restriction bub
now on account of the prohibition opium has been restricted and
demand for it has become greater. Theiefore there should be
a much wider field for smuggling now ?

A.—Even in the nineties, from my personal knowledge I'
I can say, there were cases of opium smuggling detected. In
those cases, epinm was brought from Chittagong by Muhamma-
dans. I know of one ease wheve 10 seers were brought. They
tried to take opium to Burma through Assam ; opium was’ nob
intended for consumption in Assam.
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,Q —What you suggest is not quite logical  You say,
smuggling 1s not on the 1necrease. You can easly understand
that the cut hasstrictly reduced the rations, and therefore, thore
must be greater demand for opinm, and smuggling ofight to be
on the increase ? IETRR . -

'A ~—With the decrease of opium-eaters, the demand eannot
bo greater | ; . .

Q-still you admit there1s a large number of unregistered
consumers ? , Vo s © e

A —TRoughly speaking that may be, and 18 a locality, with
100 consumeis there may be 25 per cent unregistered cases.
T make this caleulation 1m the Biswanath Gyhat village. We
made out a listand found that 25 per cent were unreyistered
consumers in the case of one village, Only a few days ago we
ascertained the fact

Q—Are they old addicts, or they took fo it recently ?
A —O0ld addicts as well as new consumers,
Q.—Who are in a majonty P

A —O0l1d addicts Some are so-called gentlemen and they
feel ashamed to take passes. There are some ladies also who do
not like to take passes out of shame and they have to purchase
surplus opium from the mahaldar at high rates
" Q.—Do you think these people would be able to give up the
habit ?

A.—Why not ? If therc be determination to give wp; I
think they can give it up. Of course i the case of ald persons,
they may not be able to pive up the habit. I had a servant with
me who was an old habitual oprum-eater when I was at Silchar,
I tried to cure hum of the habit and I was successful. He gave
up the habit aitogethor. He was an old addict and I was pleased
to find him now improved in health and laoking stronger.

Q.—How many years ago was this ?

A.—Itwas in 1916.

Q —And he has no}t taken toif ?

(A—No. '

" SrRyUr MAHENDRA NATH GOHAIN :—What do voz
proposo fo do with those unregistered consumers # (Vould ¥oz
Dike that they should be given pas-es ? :

A.~In the cace of old men over 50, they may be givec ®
chance to take passes within a certain bme’ Bui in &° ©=F

of young persons below 50 who can work well, they sbaié T°
be given passes. s

!



144

" MR. ROFEFEY :Whit abéut thots 814" et - i |
i\ OFFEY :~Whit' abéut thoie_ 6ld’ péople” who g

lashhinéd to come ‘and ‘ask for a‘pass P -
A:~All that we ‘oan do is that we'can 1 biFe that fhe
€ SR J ) f I
bo thse last‘chance and no furtherchahee Wil'l?b‘lé yé}?éﬁ’f this il
..., SRITUT MATIENDRA NATH GOHAIN :—Do.vou know &
Tox'a fatt that 'Government did ndtify like that'ia fl%ggu now 1
A.—That was the first attempt of the ki L e
‘may hé given another chance. B ° Ind,:aind,I think they
Srrrur BRINDABAN CHANDRA GOSWAMT :=Thes
was one attempt in 1925, -
Sr1ur MAHENDRA NATH ‘GOHAIN :=-You théan to
say that there is noharm in giving one more chance’ ‘

A."‘"YGS. ' :
MR. DAWSON —Including the so called gentlemen ?
A —Yecs. ¢ ' '

Srrrur MAHENDRA NATH GOHAIN :~-~Wlat-should be
the period by which time they should come in ? .

.- A,—TIt may be notified that_ within three months from the
Jdate or at the most six’ months, they should &omé and’ régister.
- Q—Would you put it at oné year ? :

A,—That is too loug a time. - ‘ C .
.~ Q—Do you think that persons below-50, do, not require
opium. ' R
~ A.—T think they ean give it up: Perhaps there may be
some sick petsons under 50 who on account of soime.. particular
sickness may require opinm:on grounds of health. - “. . -

' Q.—=Don’t you-think that such éases can be treated in. hos-
pitals ? . ; . Co o n
A.==So farso good if that tah be’ dohe But: theys @fe
some mufassil stutiond where thete'at¥e’ 7o facilitles fof hos-
pital treatment, and thtre .will be no relieffor then! - I such
cases, if found, they may be given temporarily on medical
certiticates until they ave cured. . = .o

Srrsur MAHENDRA NAWH GOHAIN.—If the “cut is
continued, do you believe that they would get habithiafed fo this
reduction and that they woulll rest satisfied, or doJou think that
_they!would ciave for more? - ' \ )

A.—Opium-eaters will never _
There are some opium-eaters waiting . outside and when they
appear before you, they will perhaps clamour for all sm;ts'of
things. If -you want to give them according to their wishes,

there will bé no use for this policy.

b satisfied with anythitg.

i



145

Q.—That §s not my guestion. I want to know whether they

would yest gatisfied wvith the redyced ration, or would they get
their ration supplemented ?
,  A—Thero is no possibility ordingrily. In some cases I hav®
heard fhat some opium-epters have gobtmore than what they
actually require. Swoh opium-eaters sell the surplus fo other
opium-eaters (who require a little more. I know of a Brahmin
widow of my own native village. She actually requjres one
tola, but ghe had a pass for fwo tolas. he sells $he syrplus
to ,other, persons.

Q.—What is her age?

A.~—Over 50.

Srryur CHANDRA NATH SARMA :—I know of an opiun-
cafor who {w hero outside, He used to take a lot of opium, Qearly
15 tolas .o month. ®He is now content with three tolas. Xis
neme is Lalu.

~CHATRMAN —}¥ill you pleage call him Jn. We wopld
hike to see him. B

(Lalu, a veteran opipm-eater then was brought in.)

LALU :—Before the pass system was intreduced, I used to
covsame 16 tolas @ month, bubtwhen $he pass was firpt dssued
I was given only # tolas. I mow get 8} tolas. My pge s
given in dhe pass as B2

Rar Bamavur A. O, AGARWALLA —This man hss got

three sons ondhis main profession ds cultivation ; he also sells
firewool. !

LALU:—T‘have not taken recourse to any illicit means to
precoure mage opium. - !

,Rat Banspur A, 0. AGARJWALLA :—8o you see, we have
produged jone gonfirmed , pddigt ~belora you to shay that this
opium babit could be reduced. It is a typieal case. Ho was
taking 15 folas of opium and now he takes over 8% to'as.

JQ.—Do you ithink .that paid servants can sell opium.
Supposing wo havo :Government servants and .make the post
ponsionphlo, |, ¢

A.—~Tho post need not be pensionsble. They should be
appeinted sonly for p period. . 4 )

Q.—What would you pay them? ;

A.—1 thiok Rs. 40 would do.

Q ~To you honestly believe that this system wonld.beybotter
than tho present mahaldori system. .
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Mz. B. 8. ROFFEY :—Why'sh
: ¥ should a Government serva
on Bs. 40 be more : e comi s
?:milsy r;1,0 be more honest than an Ass&nrae‘se co’mmg of a goo
A.—1I say in this way that if opium he issued in pill {
j . I S orm
tablet form with certain Government ‘mark there Ix)vill be 1:)(
chance of short weight and adulteration, -because mahaldars maks
profit by selling short weight and by adulteration and sud
chances will disappear. ¢ ‘
Q.—With tablets would not the present mahaldar if we hal
exactly the same form of tablets be as honest as the Govern
ment servants whom you are suggesting ? e
A.—These mahaldars are generally taken from a elass who,
I do not think, are honest persons. -

Mz. DAWSON—Don’t you believe that some Gf them. on
account of their respectability and of belonging to old families
could be relied upon ? Supposing you have to continue the present
cut without opium in tablets. Do you think that Government
servants on Rs. 40 would te more honest than mahaldars ?

A.—In that case, I do not consider .there is any advantage.

Mgz, ROFFEY :—During the last four years the reduction in
this district in the issue of opium has amounted to 654 seers
Can you tell me if that 654 seers has been supplied to registerct
pass-holders -and non-pass-holders from other sources. Has i
been made up from outside or in some other manner? You ¥
that this is a very large reduction.

A.—T do not think that the whole amount has been suppli
There may be some portion. That's all.

M=r. DAWSON :—We in this Committee are faced with ¢
difficulty about smuggling. Theie are some cases of detecti
and the quantity seized is very small and the question which
are putting to ourselves is how much smuggled opium con
from outside. You have great experience as a Superintende
of Police.” Could you help us?

' A.—My information is that some Marwaries and some fim
- some Nepalies bring foreign’ opium into this distriet.”’ As regar
the quantity I cannot give any correct information.
~ Q.~You find it as difficult as we do to make even a guess
v A~Yes. - '

Q.—What are the probabilities ' compared with the amoul
seized P .

A.—1t is not possible to answer that question.

Q.—You could not say ?
A.—I am sorry I cannct say.
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CHAIRMAN.—Do you.think that the s vigilance .of the
police and the Excise staff five years ago was as good as it is
now ? . :

A.—Since the creation of a separate excise staff the police did
not consider that detection df cases under the excise laws was {\él
important part of their duty. Formerly when I was first appoint-
ed to the Police Departmént, the Excise Department was under
the Inspec'or General of Police, and police officers used to take all
vossible care and paid due attention to the deteotion of excise
and opium cases But since fhe creation of a sepirate "excise
staff, the police do not consider it as a part of their important
duties and they are not keen on these detections.

Q.~In your opinion there is greater vigilance than ther®
used to be now that a special staff has been appointed.

A.—T think so. Now wit1 a separate department there ought
to be a grester vigilance.

Q.—TYousay that the price of smuggled opium is less than
that of surplus opinm.

A—Yes. ! '

Q.—Will you be able to say whelher the price is less or moro
than'thaf of the treasury opium ? )

AT may tell you that surplus opium is perbaps selling at
Rs. 4to Rs. 8.

Q.—What i3 the price of smuggled opium ?

A.—Rupees 4 usually. ’

Q.—That is certainly higher than the present price of the
treasury opium ? R
A.—Yes, higher.
Q.—If there be an abundance of smugzled opium then the
unregisiered consumers or those who take opium, without passes

would not have gone fo purchase surplus opium at a higher price,
js that not a fact ? .

A.~—Quite so.

B [
Q.—That means that consumers do not get sufficient quantity
of smuggled opium? ! v ’

o

A.~No. ¢ it 3 - B
Q.—That is why they go for surplus opium ? 3
A~—Quito 0. »

Q.—Accordiug to your caloulation, out of 100 roZisterad
consumers, 25 are unregistered. - ! s ' b
A.—Yes that is at Biswanath, . R
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Q.—1Is not. Biswanath in Behali ?
A—Yes; bt the thana js Sutia,

L :-—In' ]3qhn1i"t1)cre are 2,000 registered consumers aw
atcording to your caleulitions, thers will U8 750 Ghicoitere
Consumers. °

. A—=That may be. Wo caleulated only in 4 partictdar village

50 it is difficulf to sny whether that proportion will apply toal
villages,

Q.—Do you think, all these 25 per cent. of consamers ax
really opiuth consumeors ?

A.—Yes.

Q.—Do they not take it for traffic?

A.—T knbw only that (hey are uhrdistérdd constiriers.

Q.—Atec thete young peoplé athong them ? .
~_A~—There may be. We would fay oily ficm Fués. I
is diflicult to gdugt the dirg of 4 consumet.

Q.—TIlow do you suggest it can be stopped, supposing
Government could not supply tablet or packet forms?

A.—1In that ehsd, it would be difienlt to prévent short-weigh!
sales.

Q.—Can you give any suggestion at the present stage ?

A.—o are against the present mahaldari system because Wi
have bheard many things against the preseib sy8téhi,

Q.—You deery the present system. Can you now substitut
it by & butter ond?

A.— e suggest the pill form or the packet systei,

Q.—Except the pill system, have you any othet siggéstion!

A~Piactically now they do not get any profit.. They ge
T think, abbut Rs: 20 or so: If they get a larger margin thal
may improve the position.

Examined by Rat Bazapur NILAMBAR DATTA »=
Q.—1In your opinion, the cut should be contintied ?
A.—7Yes, as regard all consumers below 50.

Q.—For the Yeisining & years?

A.—Yes.

Q.—At the rate of 10 per cont: P

A,—Yes.
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Q ~Do you know {hat it has cansed a grest hardship ?

A.—Tit exceptional cases, where the consumer feels great
Hordshify) in that case, the Collector may make soma sort of
cxamination by medical officers, but the policy should be allowed
fo cohtinue, because after five years we hope to see a satisfactory
improvement as regards the Consdmption of opium.

QA I to understand from you that the Collestor should
hiave power to revise the guota of registered passes?

A.~—No I would give the power in excoptional cases,

Q—Do you suggest that a small committes should be
aypointed to help him ?  Supposing o man from Biswanath ghat
applies to the Deputy Commussioner, saying that his quota is not
adequate and that he wants the quota he was getting five years
before, who will decide whether he should be given more? Will
the Deputy Commissioner heep it uniil he goes there next time on
his tour, or would it bo better to form a small local committee
10 report on that without consulting tke Civil Surgeon ?

) A —Village committees may be formed with the gaonburas
or mauzddars,

G.—1 do not want to include mauzadars,

A —Well thén there may be some leading men of the village,
Thab committee should also be a vigilant committee and should
have poncr to repmt bieaches,

Q —Ybu dre also of the opinlon that Government should
opon the registers now with a fime-limit asking applications from
opium consumers, that they should apply or appear before the
Doputy Commissioner, so that their names could be ealisted now,
once for all, to get their quota for their life time ?

A —As regards 60 years or above I ndvise this; hut as
regards persons who are bolow 50, no pass should be given as
arnle, Of course, in oxceptional cases on medical certificato
given by & competont anthority, that could be considerel,

.., Q—By bringing theso unregistered consumers juto the book,
will i no$ elieve them from hardship as fhey aro now paying
exorbitant rates in buying their requirements?

A.—Cortainly, because in some enses, they bave to pay ove:
T5. 8 por tola to'the mahaldar, T v . pey ever

Q~Do_you think that confirmed addiots cannot reduco the
quantity they consume cvery day?

i
Al.a—Wo liz‘x'yu prgduccd beforo you one confirmed nddjot just
now ; he gave his evidonce and you have yonrgoly i
That shows that rations con be brought do::m. voi nsked bict

o

e
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Mz. DAWSON :—Mr. Chairman, T was 1 ioni
' :—Mr, , just:questioning th
old man outside, and l.ze tells me that when he toc?k 15 tolags hg
Was a young man, brisk and more vigorous; but that ‘now he is
an old man and he wants less.

. Q —Do you think by forming temperance association it will
do induce the public to give up this hahit ?

A.—These addicts are not amenable to request, and it i
very difficult fo induce them to give up the habit by sweet words
or preaching,

Mr. DAWSON: —

109 {Q_;mWere you here during the Non-co-operation days in

A.—T was Superintendent of Police in Gauhati.

_Q.—In your experience some people certainly give up the
habit ?

A.—But afterwards they took to it.

Q.—That is exactly what I wanted to know. How far did
they give it up, and how far did they come back to the habit?

A.—The first thing is that the Kamrup district is not so bad
as regards opium consumption as the upper districts. In
Goalpara and Kamrup, we have got less number of opium-eaters.
Nowgong is notorious. Some people gave it up, but I think
about 25 out of 100 went back to the habit.

Examinel by Maviavi ABDUR RAHIM CHAU-
DHURY :—

Q.—Do you take a very keen interest in the matter?

A.—During my service, I had no occasion to trouble about
these matters. I retired in 1980, and since then, I am living a

retired life. I am taking rest and enjoying my pension. Iam
working now as an Honorary Magistrate. I am a member of
the Local Board and a member of some of the committees here.

Q.—That means you do not take so much interest ?
,A»—I am not a public man. .
. .Q:—(to Chandra Nath Sarma)—Do you take much interest
in these matters. o
. Spijur CHANDRA NATH SARMA :—Yes, whenever Ifind
opportunity, I tell to the people not to take opium. b
. Smisur RAMA PRASAD AGARWALLA :—T also fake
greal interest in these matters. e .
‘. Mg.'DAWSON :—We have heard repeatedly that the mafz
who'takes opium is looked down upon with contem]?t. Is tha

putting it too strongly ?-

{

.
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A —~ An cpium-Gater i8 looked dofvd: upon cortainly. No
body believes a kania (opium-eater) and he «i5* considered a con-
temptible person * > - 4 [P 9

Rar Badgapur A. C. AGARWALLA :—When I was &
little boy, X remember that Lanias were considered as honoura”
blo persons, because I have seen that in cértain places it was
considered a privilege to give gils in marriage $0 Aanias,
but those days are gone and times arve changed. This is o time
when opium-eaters are loohed down upon with contempt by everv
body. Things were quite different in my younger days and opium

.consumers used to take it in public and offer it openly to all
visitors. ‘Lhat state of things has disappeared and the opium-
eater is gradually Josing hiy place in society. Even the priests
who were originally tiking 1t have now ordered their disgiples to
give,up the habit. That 18 a good sign of the times. .
+ Mauvzavi ABDUR RAHIM CHAUDHURY:—Do you
know of nnyone that smokes opium ?

RAMA PRASAD AGARWALLA :—T have known cases of
opium smoking in my village Bigwanath, but I have not reported
them. Ifitis ordered I can report.

‘Examined by Srrsur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :—

Srur CHANDRA NATH SARMA :~-There has been o
good deal of temperance movement in 1930, and many people
have given up opium.

Q—7You are a Satradhikar of the Nikamul Satra? You
took o great part and asked people not to take opium ?

A.—Yes.

Q.~—Thers i3 a very considerable publio opinion against it};
A.—TYes. i i :

'f. Q—A lot of confirmed addicts have been compelled to give
it up. ‘

. A~~They have roduced their ration due to economi
sion as they could not pay for it. ,
. Q—Yon work among them?
" A~Yes, when T go into the village.
Q.;—People also desire to give itup? e
A.~They have often expressed their desire to give it np.
They now repent having taken to it at all. ‘
. Q~—If opium is made unavailable, areyyou sure they will
give it up. 7 I -
Rt Bamanur A, C. AGARWALLA :=Y but# 7
want o substitute. )

i

¢ depres-

\

»
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RAMA PRASAD AGARWATLLA —~If it is: ;
ble they will cease to take it. A = If 4t fsmade wnavaile

Q. —Would they not go to smugglers to take opitm ?
A.—Smuggling should be stopped.

this \(3(;;];]?)0 you believe that the special staff have been doing

A.—Yes.
Q,—You are a jail vjsitor?
A.—Yes.

Q~—Do you think that persons in the jail can get .opium
smuggled into the §ail ? ! gt op

A.—No. I have met a lot of men who have been convictel
and who are oplum-eaters. There was a case of a man who was
convicted for six months; e did not take opium in the jail; he
came out and he gave up the habit ever since. He told-me that
he thanked hisstars because his jail life was beneficial and helped
him in stopping the habit.

Mr. ROFFEY :—Has he been -cured ?

A.—He is now dead.

Q.—Tor not taking opium P

A.—No, he lived for about 4 or 5 years -afterwards.

Srrsur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI:—We heard
some suggestion at Nowgong that if you take advantage .of the
present economic situation and immediately stop opium amongs
people under 45 or 40, it would be,a good to the country. Do
you agree ?

A.—Yes.

Q.—1Jo you agree that it should be stopped at once ?

A.—Yes, I agree to stop it at.once if possible.

Q.—1If it is not pessible ?

A.—TI approve of the continnance cf this;policy.

Q.—The presence of 25 per cent. of unregistered consumers
is an extreme case in Biswanath ?

A.—Yes, itis notso in all-villages. [They.are all Kaibar
fas (fisher caste).

CHAIRMAN :—Ave they more addicted to opium than any (,

other caste? ‘
A.—Yes.
.Srrsur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI:—They are
actually fishermen ?
A.—Yes. They bave-to work at night.
The Committee adjourned titl next day-
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No. 14 o ruiSaturday the 8th July 1938, - - .
The Committes'than 'examine(‘l, Mz, C. HEARN, Bﬁorf)heel"l‘. E,

B P .
P IR

Exomited by the CHAIRMAN:—
"~ " Q.—What is the {fotal population of your tea estate ?

A.—THho total population {11,400, Out of them 1,000 are
adult working population, There are 118 opium-eaters.
‘Q. —Have all of thom got passes ?

A.—TForty-six have got original passes, tlatis to say
they took passes when the scheme was first inaugurated ; 19
have recéntly gob new licences, 23 have applied for lcences
and the necessary medical oertificates had been produced but
‘they have not received the passes yet. .

Q.—When were they applied for?

v A.—J cannot give the date. it may bhe a fortnight ago.
Then there are 30 more left and these I suspect take opium with-
out passes.

Examived by Mv . DAWSON : —~

Q.—Do you know if most of these opium-eaters came up
from their country with this opium habit ?
L A.=-T should say, when these people came up—the majority
. of the opium consumers are Cuttack Uriyas—the number of
) opium-eaters was negligible, possibly two or three. They lla
acquired the habit on the garden since they arrived.

¢ QDo you still recrnit from Orissa or Cuttack ?
A.~—No, Inrecent yearswe'sent down a fow Sardars for
reeruiting but without any suceess.
Q.-—Do you try to prevent opium-eaters from coming up to
the garden from the recruiting ‘country ?

. A—The question has not arisen bacause we hLave been re-
ceiving no reoruits, !

1 Q~The'resson why I ask that question is this. Last night

X was talking to my brother who ssid that in the recruiting inst-

 Tuctions which were sent down to the recruiting agents by his

- garden there is a provision that™no opium-eaters should be sent
up. KO S

_A.—Such instructions are not incorporated with regard to re-
eruitmont in my garden, !
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Iixamined by Srrsur MATTENDRA NATH GOHAIN :—
~ Q.~ITow did they contract the habit, from the dustee wallz
(villagers) or from the garden coolies?
A —Thal is difficult to say. They may have contracted the
habil from the oneor two that originally came up to the garden,

Q.—You have no reason to suppose that the coolies contrace
ted the habit from the Assamose people living nearby ?

A.—-I have no reason to presume that, _
Q.—Then thoy may have learnt from the one or two coolies

d »

that were addicts before that ?

A.—TI say that is in all probability true. ‘

Q.—Do yon think these people can give up the habit ?

A.~1T have one casc of a boy that wasa big opium-eater of
the ago of about 18. Ile was jll and in the opinion of the mec
cal oflicer it was considered that he should give up the habit.
He was kept in hospital snd all supplies of opium were
prevented from reaching him, He was gaven other drug
whieh I do not know about, not being a doctor, and which pre-
veated him [rom fecling very ill. Eventually the boy gave up @he
habit altogether. But he resumed the habit again after a period
of two years. His {riends induced him to take to the habjt agan.
That is the only case I know of.

Q.—Do you desire that these people who take opium with
out passes should be given passes now ? .

A—If you are going to stamp out contraband opium it 18
essential that confirmed opinm-eaters shonld be given passes.

CHAIRMAN :—Do you suspect that any contraband opium
meaning forcign opium which is not treasury opitum, 1s coming
into the garden P

A —1I suspect very strongly, yes.

“Srrsur MAHENDRA NATH GOHAIN:—
Q.—Harve you any reasons for the suspicion ?

A.—In the course of the last three years I.have been able
through company servants to help the Excise Officer in apprt:
hending people with opium on ibem and there havé been one o
two cases run in Tezpur,

Examined by Mz. ROFFEY :— |

Q.—How long have you heen in Borbheel ?

A.—Ten years. ' o - g ,
Q.—These 118 cases that you mentioned are they all addicts?
A.—Yes.
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~ OBAIBMANg—:s:s aor "y Y 577
Q+=You d6 not theah that the 80 whom you suspeds to be

getting opium from elsewhere are also hddivts ? ¢

.1 1A—1!alse suspeet thaf they have all been addiots to the

habit. ” ’

' Mz. ROPFEY i— ~o ¢
Q.—Wkhy do you suspeot them P Don’t you know they eab
ppiam P

A.—T have no positive proof except that I have been told
by other opium-eaters.

Q.—Afe thése’ 30 cases &1l coolies of your garden ?

A ~~Yes.

Q—And you have not applied for passes on their behalf

A, —I took it to be @ new scheme for issuing passes.

Q.—What do you mean by new scheme ?

A.~T understand that in recent years freé passes were issued ©
by Government and sifico I bave known about fhem I have told
Merena't ‘hat if they are opium edters they must come for-
<=l 1y v passes, ,

Q- % & say that you have applied for passes for 23 and 80
are tinrdgistered. That malkes the tofal 58 without passes now 2

A.-L¥¢s st the momeht.

Q.—Where do they geb their opium from ? \

A.—They, get it chiefly, I suspect, from the Nepalese
living rovndabout, \ ,

Q.—Have you ever asked them where they got it from ¢
How jar away 1s the nearest opium shop ?

A —Roughly about 3 miles,

, ¢ Q.—Do you know ot suspect that some of these 53 men are
getting aﬁiu(m‘fmm this opium shop ?

A.—No. Idonotsuspeot that they do. Not direttly cer-
u}inly. . )
Q.—What do you mean by directly ? .

A.—Tt is only suspicion of courso. But I think it would be
wssihle funt an opium seller might give shorfw cight, colleet the
surplus and dispose of it possibly to one or tuo people who would
in their furn redispade of it to coolivs in tho lins. . .

Q—You donot suspect that particular vendor ?

O,
- Q.=Tiave you heard of any ramours |, °

A.~Rumours, Yes,
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Q.~~I can tell you that the evidence received ~upto date
sorhat, Dibrugark and N owgong is that shortweight sale is univer-
al, You do not agree with that ? -, . . .. . 1

A —1I have no data to go on, ' I have only heard -about it,
only rumours. T

Q.—You sny that these 53 opium-eaters get their supply
rom the Nepalese ? . : N

A —Yes, indirectly.

Q.—From outside the garden P:

A.—Yes, ot :
Q-—Would you like to see opium eating given up ? .
A.—1T should.

Q.—You know of the present policy of Government, namely
ihe 10 per cent. cut policy ? o ‘

A.—Yes, gradually decreasing the rations.

Q.—Up todate the scheme has been carried ont for 5 years
which means that 50 per cent. of the issue of {reasury opium since
1928 when the policy began has been -actually cut. Would you
agree to the continuance of this cut for another b years ?

A.—I should suggest the continue being discontinued: for
period and resume again later on. In that conncction, I knov
one or two cases where an opium-eateris getting his supply from -
the Government shop and is supplementing it from contraban
saurces. . o |
Q.—How would that affect the Government policy if the Go
vernment policy was continued for another five years and the :
whole of the issue of treasury opium stopped so that no one could
get any treasury opium at all ? '

A.—T think the cut istoo rapid. It has encouraged contr
band opium to a very lage extent and,as I have said if - affects
more particularly the cosly who pays, I believe, Rs. 2.a tola for
the treasury opium because for his contraband opium he le?'z
anything from Rs. 4 to Rs. 6. Secondly, as a consequence I
wife and children suffer. 5
Examined by Srisur BRINDABAN CHANDRA GOS

WAMI—: , ) . \

—When did you make this enquiry about opium?. .

E%.———It is not anyenquiry conducted on oné- day. Iz 1sﬁ,f;}1;g}
radual accumulation of knowledge. I enquired frome tim 10 U5

since I have taken an interest from last year.” - '

Q.—What was the special occasion for “you to“quuire‘ffom
Jast year? . ) .
}:A.-—Since I became the Manager .of the gfurdcn_ I bav

taken more interest naturally.
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Q —Were younot a Manhgar for the last 10 yerats ?
A —1 have ‘only been Manager ahout 18 monthf
i
Q —8ince then . you were takmg mterest ?
A~Yes. : L—
Q~Before that you had'no idea # ! L4
A.—Before that I had no particular knowledge =
Q.—When did you first come to know of these 53 persons
who were opium-vaters ? .
A —That enquiry was conducted partly by myself und
portly by my staff
Q—~—Wkhen ? o 1
A~During ¢the last fortnight. Yo
Q.—Did you duestion auy of the coolies whether he gob bis
supply of opium from the Nepalese or from the shops ?
A.—1 have asked questmns bub ] have received no satisfac-
fory teply.
Q.—You asked all these 53 men ? ; ‘
A.—~No. When I met them on fheir work 1 questioned
them on the subject ; but naturally it is very dlfﬁcult to elicit
any satisfactory reply. o

Q.~What Jed you to think that they got the supply from
the Nepaleso ?

A—Because in tho cases which I mentioned previonsly the
persons arrested by the excise staff were all Nepalese.

Q. —THave you any idea of the Behali opinm shop ?
A~—Xo ' '
Q—~Did you ever enquite of the eXcise staffwhether the
Jessee sold the surplus opium to these unegisterod conspmeors ?
A—No, Lhave never enquired.) - R

Q.~—You say that this cut is too rapu}? S Iﬁﬁ'_
»
A~In my opinion xb is too rapid, I think so. .

-Q~—Will you let me know what will be a ruuson'\blo cut ?

3 « .

A —Tho reasonablo cut is T consider 3 per c(:'mL
the rest of the period.
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Sr13vT ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURT .—

Q.—Do you mean that in all cases of all ages-? -
A.—Yes it should apply to all ages. 8

Sr1syr BRINDABAN CHANDRA GOSWAMI :—
Q.—According to your opinion it is & bad habit ?
A.—1 consider it is an evil hahit. Co -
Q.—You consider that it should go? .
A.—7Yes,

. ?Q.———A nd you consiler also that there should be a 8 per cent,

cu

A.—Yos.

_ Q.—What other proposals do you wish to advance to check
this contraband opium ?

. A.—~1I have oue suggestion and it is this. ~ Government
opium should be issued in pill form wherever possible so that you
could tell at a glance which is Government and which is con-
traband opium. Whether it is possible or not I do not know
But I think it could be made up into a packet with a Govern-
ment stamp. Also that would possibly help to checkinate the
opium seller in the Government shop from giving shortweight
and making a profit on it,” If the consumer knows that he gets
io many {ablets for a rupee this difficulty of shortweight could

e met.

Srxsor ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :—
Q.—You suy that would help'in checking smuggling ?
A.—Ycs because contraband opium would be recognisable
at a glance.
Srzsur BRINDABAN CHANDRA GOSWAMI :—Then you
say the excise staff would be able to recognise it ?
A.—Yes and also the Manager of the garden.
Srrsur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :—

Q.—But even now I think there are tests by which the
excise officer can say whether it is smuggled opium P

A.~—But tothe inexperienced men it is not possible. 1 do
not think I can tell. All opium looks alike to me.

: 8 SR I .
Szzror BRINDABAN CHANDRA GOSWAMI :+-
© Qi—Any' nioré suggestions ? S
A.—T have one, suggestion if I may -put it forward for an
effective way of cutting down the amount and that is this. Tll,z‘
opium that is sold in the Government shops might be ' in table

[
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form which would be made up of a certain percentage of 3piugx
only snd adulterated for the remaiming Rather than giving
them & smaller quantity of pure opium you wmight adulterate 1t
10 larger propmtions gradually 1 these tablets so that no one can
eay 1f 1t 18 oplam or anything else mixed  As years ago on these
tablets would possibly contamn nothng but say sugar The
amount should be reduced so gradually and adulterated so that
1t would be impercey tible

Sniror ROAINT KUMAR CHAUDHURI —That1s an
1dea but that would lead to people never taking optum from
Government at all

Suzsgr BRINDABAN CHANDRA GOSWAMI —What
dy you think of the price ? Do you think 1t sufficient now or do
you think that 1t should be mcreased ?

A —1T should suggest that 1t should be Lept at the present
figure.
°Q—Why ? .

A —The present price s Rs 2 There 1s a very large diffe.
renco between that and the price they have to pay to contraband
scllers that1s Rs 4 to RBs, b  If the treasury price1s further
enhanced then it would ba more difficult to get the men 1n the
garden to take pisses Tha difference would be very small

And they can get the supply from the smugglers without the
need to take passes

Q —Supposing you raise to Rs 28 ?
A —1I should have no objeetion
Mz B 8 ROITEY —
Q —Can vou tell ue Auvthing ahout the opium-eaters on the
gardens 1n the Behah distnet P
A—T am afrmd I have no information as to that X
}\now there arc opium caters but I am afraxd T have no informa-
100
Mz DAWSON —

a %}.-——You do not know abo it Ketteln garden whioh 1s next-
oot

A —Barrog the fact that there aro opium eaters, I hnow
nothing further o

Mr T 5°ROTFLY — . -

Q —Have you discussed the question with  the surroupding
garden Managers ¢

A —Yes .
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Q.—Can you say whether {beir views are generally the same
as yours ?

A.~-Certainly the views I submitted for issuing licences are
the same as mine.

Q.—>More particularly with regard to the Government
policy ?

A.—Yes. Ispoke to one or two people about it the other
day. They quite agreed that the Government policy should be
continued.

Q.—You say that the cut should be a smallerone ?

A.~—~Yes

Q.—Do they think with you there ?

A.—1 did not discuss the question of cut with them. TIat
is my personal opinjon. But we discussed the Government policy
of culting down gencrally.

Examined by Ra1 Bavapor NILAMBAR DATTA :—

Q.—You cannot say the neighbouring people agreed {o the
present cut ?

A.—No,

Q.—Mave you reported to the Deputy Commissioner, orto
the Excise Superintendent, that you have 30 unregistered opium-
eaters in vour garden before filing applications for passes for 23?

A.—I have been a Manager only recently.

Q.—Do the ¥xcise officers visit your garden occasionally ?

A.—T personally have not seen the excise officers for some
considerable time.

Q —Even this fact was not also reported to the Deputy

Commissioner ?

A.—Nothing has been reported to the Deputy Commissioner
except that licences have been applied for. I think I apI‘).hed for
43 passes in all. I'wenty-three for whom I have applied for
passes and 19 who have, I think, recently been supplied.

Q.—Excluding all these you have stiil 30 according to your

figures ?
" A.—Yes.
Q.—Have you not reported to the Deputy Commissioner ?
A.—I have not made any official report. ‘
Q.—Do you think that any hardship has been caused %o
their families on account of the very large price they are paying
for opium ? .
A.—I certainly consider that they are hard hit especially
now when the wages are low. ‘
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g ish (hat {hey should be registered so astosave
hemqf;on? ors\ﬁ: ‘z‘:htggir inc:(y)me is not suécien{; to meet their
emged? ¢ ¢ 1 L . -, ;

A.—That is one of my, reasons. ’ . :

. %.—,\-Is this the principal reason in the interests ofL the labour
ore - R
" eA.— his is ope of the principal reasons. Thq‘oth‘er ‘reasdt
1 of catirse to help the Government. ¢ bt
HAlRMAN ' S o

Q.~To Heip the Government ih what way ?

A—By piving them revemue. It would enhance-their
revexgiﬂ:{e) if the unregsteted cm}sum:ara tule’ oplum from Governs
ment! . !

* Rar Bauinor NILAMBAR DATTA :— TN

9:’51—0&11 you sy i the Depuly Commissioner visited
your garden ?

A-Yeg during the cold weather! tt

Q.- Havé you veportéd fo him that you have n large
number of opium-eaters ? | i

A"There was o report in writing on the subject.

Q —Huve you menfioned to him in the conrse of disoutsions?

A.—We diszussed the subjeet, T can remember, of; licences.
Bu}ﬁ I c&o not remember to have discussed the subject of allieit
.opitim, .

¥ Q.1 ihink you have a Resident Medical Oficer with
lxnuropean qualifications ¢ . v J

A1 have one but'hie does not reside in the girlen.,

3

<

Q.—Have you any visiting Medical OQff ith !
nk‘h\a\'\ﬁeaﬁons 'x‘y ¥ visting Tedio cor With fidropesn
i AcYes.

Q~—Have you consulted at any: time with.your Medical
Officer as regards the opium eating coolies of your garden P
. “14.-.'1[ have not consulted him on the matter, of cure. But
tHb"6uly 'donstltation I had with him on the subject was that
he was rather averse to signing the necessary declaration forms
that theso coolies should have opium, Ho asked me if L cousi~
'deml it was neegssary and Isaid it was necessary. (That is all-
tho consultation I had with him on the subject. .
t  Q——Can you tell me why Lo hesitated to sign fo recoms
¢ xaend passes to the needy persons ? 8 (e d '
5 A~ am unablo to say. I think it was the largo nums
s ber—it was 23 on that date and he thought it was ga large'
number,  Barring thyt I am unable to give any other reason.
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Q.—So no attempt was made in yonr card i
officer 10 cure them of ihis habit ? your garden by the Mol

.A.——-No cifforts have been made to cure them of the ﬁabit,
barring that one case that I cited just now. w
~ Q.—What is your knowledge abovt the work of these
opium caters. Do they work as well as those who get their
quota in right fime? .
A.—1I[ they did not get their quota ’the)y become i1l and are
not able to work until such time as they can get their opinm.
Q.—Surely it is a loss to the garden to some extent ?
A.—Yes. L
Q.—You know the Government policy which is to, out
the rations each year by 10 per cent. so that at the end of
ten years therc will no more opium except to those gver 50
vears.  The policy has now run for five years and there are five
more years left. Aro youin favour of continuing the policy?
A—1 .think I have said that I was in favour of a three per
cent. reduction instead of the ten por cent. that is now preseribed.
That is my personal opinion. :
Q.—Do you know that those whose rations have so far
been cut down to the extent of 50 per cent. are getting their
supply from purchases from the mahaldars or the smugglers?
A.—T have previously said that I have that information.

Q.—You have a laige number of opium consumers in you
garden. And you realise that these men have to pay mol
than double the treasury price for the illicit opinm. Do you nt
consider that if they can get their opium from the treasur,
besides the gain to Government the coolies also would bé abl

to get their proper weight P :
A.—That is a question T should need notice of, I think.
Q.—What is your opinion ? .
A.—T consider that it would be possible.

Q.—Tt would be beneficial in the interests of the opium
eating labour foree ?

A.—TIt would be beneficial.
.. . Q.—TFrom what place is opium smuggled into your garden !

A.—Barring that I believe they get it from the villages. 1
cannot venture any further opinion.

Q.—Can you say whether that opinm is treasury opium
or contraband opium ? ;

A.—No.
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Q.—Have you'at any tirie examined $hé ° opmm fram any”
_coolie ? e
sonAeT, ha,v‘e egamined :contraband r oplom. JThis "was a
case which oceurred some time ago when a *Nepali was arrested
-with opium.concealed'in amgarette R N A RN

Tar CHAIRMAN — R

Q.—Is it different from treasury opmm P '

A1 am unhble to say. i - : -

Q —What means do you suggest for the prevenhon
of opium swuggling by the bustee wallahs?

infr Al do ot *agreo entirely that the opium is smuggled
in alwags, I should say it is moro a case of the coolies
,80ing ot from the garden and . purchasing it outside. In that
way,lmxght my that it is mnot generally brought into the
garden. It is only during the " rains ‘when they cannot “get
out that opium is brought in’ hecause the rivers are full and
rthey aredifficult to cross. ‘

Q.—Da you think that the conﬁrmad 'xddwts cannot reduca
their quota ?

A—1 would suggest the throe per cents to take the place
of the present ten per.cent. and provision bemng also made for
vigorous measures to bo taked against ‘those that sell contraband
T SO N R

Eramined by Mr. ABDUR RAHIM CHAUDHURY :—-

Q.—Did you explain to the coolies-that opium eating”is a
bad habit ? .

3

- -
sy AT have, often ex‘plainod‘ to them but if, has lmd no
éifes, > 1 75 A

Examined by SRIJU[ ROBINIKUMAR CHAU DHURI :—

Q—Caiyou' p!case toll’me when these 68 eoohes came to
ryourigardon P (s r3 SE g gniryd 0 ‘ -

A.~-These coolies chiefly come from the Outtnck arens almost
without an exeeption,:, Ouitack  nrea recruitment took place
very largely 11919, I ‘am nat.urnlly uuuhle to say whethez
all the 53 camo up at that time,; =+ 8

titnnQer-Shall Tihe bonect in saying that at uuy rate’they. cnmo
'beforc 926 2 uic o orupeie RATE Fon)ul :

A.~~Yes that is right.( -0 B RPHA RN IR
¥ o, Qe=You.know, that theso passes were given from timo to
tiwe since 1926. Andin 1929 it was anuounced Mso t\mt no'
fore passes would be given after Septomber 1020, .

A.~—I was not aware of that. ’ .
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. Q.—Were you notManager-at that time ?

A —No.

Q.—You cannot téll us whether these people were consumers
at that time in 1929 ? , . .

A —1 can state that a ‘largo number of them s certainly
were. ]
Mr., DAWSON :— .
Q.—You were on the garden as-Assistant at that time.
A.—Yes.
Srigur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI i

Q.—When did the rest of them, the 46 people-get their
passes ?

A.— You mean those that have passes? New licentes hdve
been only issued fairly recently, within the last few months.

Q.~1I am speaking of the first lot?

A.—The original passes were 46 and they were taken when
the passes were orginally issued.

Q.—In 1925 ?
A.~=May be. |
"Q.—When were thege 19 passes issued ? o
A.—T should say six to eight months ago. I think withis
tho last eight months.
Tax CTAIRMAN :—
Q.—7There are no new comers among them P
A.—No new comers in the way of opium-eaters to ihe
garden ab all.
Srisur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : —_
Q.—You cannot say whether these 19 as well as the- 53 were
opium consumers at that time ?
A.—1 should say that a number of them were.
' Q.—Have you got information to that effect ?

A.—T have information to that effect in that tliese’people
who recently took passes and their witnesses mgﬂed that they'
were taking opium for the last seven years.” ~ -

Q.—They have to do something like that'in order to getb
pagses ?

A .—That is all T have togo on ?
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. dy-no know-

—_Agtually the-authonties or r Government had,

dgeQ whether onyémally they were consumers at tl;e time passes

3.1 sued 7 o -
T [ S I f

A —No B ’ ;ove F 8
+ Qo-vAt that, timeyy mrhnew thalpasses had fo be faken out
nd‘thé Manager must have given that-anformation? P

" ALY es} i 1995, Ttake'it that ths Danager' did gire that
nformation. "' ! ! ,«0
€ Q —Doyru think fopium eaters’ of 7thé  garden have any
wmrticular objection to take passes ?
A —1n that respect thny have no objectionrmow akall!
» ¢ Q—=1f theyhnow thet passesywould be issued. they wauld be
va glad to apply: for them ®

A —They are perfectly anase that pastdywould belissued
Q —They must have been aware 119253 2 '
LA —They were undoubtedly aware of 1t
i

Rar Da=ir = NTT T T 7Ty Isabnot a'fact
thatmtt + gerned ever);ﬁnng
1]

s'done £ - " .

Mz DAWSON :—Whiat 15 meant by say ng that everylhing
is done through'the ‘Mandger’s office? -

Rar Birapor NIUAMBAR DATTA-—My poiht-is that

the doolies may not have been aware of it at the time, I will agk*
tins guestion, ] )

: Isat the practice in your garden that.,all Government orders
aund cirgulars which the Government assue from; hime. 10 time to
the Gaonburas {are csent through the Manager or wathout his
knowledgo ?

i !

l(‘i —-g‘hey are addressed to the Managers '

—Summonses are sent throurh the :Manag nd nob

directly to the garden coohes? BT mndno
A—~Lwduld put it Uke this  *~-"*

dence from the Deputy Commissio

goes through the Manager.

Q —Ts it a fact that no Government’ servaht or~ poon with
summohs 6r warrsnt shonld enter:iniosthe gorden without thp
Permusmon of the Manager?

A~ am not aware of any suckiordor bub they!d
the Mangor first v o como to

bt
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smm&: ROBINTI KUMAR CHAUDHURT :—

Q.~—If T say that these 72 mnersons (viz., 118—46 i
—I1 1 2 “ —46) acquired
the habit since after the passes were originally issued) in qléi%
shall I be very wrong in saying that ? ‘

A.~—As I say in 7925 I was not the Manager and I can give
you no definite information on that. But at the same time al
the coolics at the time were undoubtedly, informed of it. Why
any of them did not come and take the passes I cannot Bay.

: Q.~—Are you in a position to say- whether these were addicts
at the time ?

A.—T am unable to say.,

Q.—If these were actual consumers at the time,-T must
assume that the Manager must have informed them and they
would have taken passes ?

A.—I would not say that definitely because there might
have been a fecling of shame to come out and take passes. You
may assume that a few peopls that were opium-eaters did not
come and take passes because they felt a sense of shame.

Q.—Do you mean to say that the majority of the opium
consumers were ashamed to take out passes ?

A.—Certaluly some of them did feel like that presunfébly.

Q.—Doa you consider that to be the cooly mentality ? .

A.—Not the majority certainly. I do not say that alltbe
72 were opium-caters af the time. I cannot say that.

" Q.—Atb the samc time these people may have taken ‘to‘th_e
Labit again. My object is this. I want to know whether it
not possible that a fresh lot may spring up aud ask for passes
saying that they were taking opium for the last five years? |

A.—1 should say yes, there is a possibility of that. Anda
definite limit should be put to the time within which passes
should be issued. .

R Q.-'-—-,Yoﬁ still want to give them one more final chance?

A.—As fat' as my people are concerned, I do say so. “

. Tep CHAIRMAN :— = Lo
; ’Q.s—-—Did I understand you to say that there were some gpmm-

eaters in the garden? .

'« A.~They dequited "the habit -from the one or. w0 th‘n}t

originally came up in 1919.
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Q —Would that not be an additioral danger Jn, registering
hem now 7 A little tume after some more \vould'acquie”the
abit and ask for passes? tovel o

A —1 think certainly that genuine addiets do temph others .
o take to the hait, But 1f you stop your contrabaod opium
hen the habit will not spread. [ S
PR

8z1sur, ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI—If genuine
ddicts make conserts and if new passes aie 1551}ed fiom time to
ime then they would havé to be registered also’and- ﬂ}e_re is no

md? s .

t no
A.~1 should say such a things possible. -

Q —What would be the sounder policy in the circumstances:
do you want the policy of making opiam more diffienlt to get or-
the policy of making opium more and more available as each set
acquires the habit ? r

¢ A.—~1T think the present policy of medical certificate and two
witnesses meefs the case very well rile
iy

QS0 nobody should be given a pass? '
y p r

A.~—TUnless he can produce a medical certificate and, attest,
bis application by two witnesses, There have been one or two
cases where the coolies have come to me and asked for opium
passes. I bave sent them to the hosp tal and the doetor Babu
who has been there for a long peried smmediately sud that he
was not an opium eater.  Isay that you can tell and the staff
know who nre the men that are addicts I think it 1s easy.

. Q.—Dosou depend on s fellow opium-eaters on that
point ?

1

A.—~Aprarently Government s satisfied. TPersonslly if I
had the means of Rnowing that he is bringing men who are
porjuring themselves I would immediately take action,

CHAIRMAN —

Q —3Might ho not also get a pass to scll it to othors ?
A~QCertainly he might do so.

k "So .
Q.~—And also bis fellow 0pium-catcxls may bo witnesses in
order to procure him tho pass? ]
i . s
A —Xagree. But then yon have the medical certificaie.
How far medical certificates can tell whether o man 33 an nddict
1 eanuot say.
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'Serrvr ROHINI KUMAR CHEAUDHURT . —

Q.—You have suggested that the reduction sh‘o;uld \he at 8
per cent ?

A.—Yes.

~ Q—Evenin that case there would be. some. contraband
opium coming in ?
~ A—There would certainly be and thiere is now. But I think
that $his opium would not be so much in demand. . |
Q.—Do you think that if all restrictions are removed there
would be no smuggling ?
A.—1TIt is difficult to say.
Q-—1It.is very diffienlt fo s1y.that the prevalence of smug-
gling, is.an. outcome of this policy. , }
A.—1 think smuggling would cease tohe such-a profitable
business as it is at present. But 1 do not think it will stop it
altogether. These. people would carry on but without. such
profits. e
MER. E. 8. ROFFEY :—T think that one of the methods you
have suggested with referencs to the Governmedt policy was to
cry-a- halt ? L
* A.~T have said a gradual halt.

Tae CHAIRMAN :—

Q:~~In the‘term contraband opium do you intlude opium
that the mahaldar sells to the non-pass-holders ? _

A.—TIn all that I spoke now, actdally I did not mean that.
T meant; fureign smuggled opium.

Q.—You said that you conld not distinguish the treasuty
opium from the non-treasury opium ?

Ai—Yes: I could not.

Q.—Would.it not be possible to come to the-conclusion: thab
opium which you thought to be contraband opium was really
treasury opium P :

A.—Thatis; quite possible.

Q.—Therefore, it might be considered that there-is not really
any smuggled foreign opium ? )

A.—On these grounds, on that théory, you are quite cc')rref_:b.

Q.—Then the opium that is illicitly consumed by_thé coolies
might be only-treasury opium which was saved by the mahaldars
from- their short-weight-sales?

A.—That might be so.
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Vo 15. . - - .,
Tho Committce then examined— )
() Corover, W. D, RITCHIE, M8, Chief Megdical
Office, Empire Tea Company. -
(i1) Yagur,Coroyer H. L. BATRA, 1.8 ,.Olvil Surgeon,
Darrang. .
(i) Dr. % Hay ARTHUR, P.°0. Binduluri, .
OHATRMAN .—Colonel Batra, I want to have your expe-
jence in the jails, regarding the sufferings of opium-eaters when

wddicts go into the pricon, and do not get their optum.
r . b

A.~Those who are taking small quantities’ do not suffer
much. But those who are addicts do saffer,

Q.—Do they geb ont of the habit ?. -,

A.—Yeg, they do. ,

Q —Have you seen any body who has given up the habit
when n'{ail, but ha, later on, gone back to it.

A—Asilong os they are in the jail they continue without
opinm, but T do not know what bappens outsidé the jal.

Q.—'—You copsider that opium has an ovil effect on the-
system of o man?

A—Yes, ) :
Q.—Do you think. it desirable fo got out of the hakit ¢

ATt woud he hotter hedause it affects the man mentally,
morally and physically. ,
Q—Do you consider he would die? T
A.—No, o .
oS TR R Ay 20 nd s, v
A—Not likely, i '

€

[
[

Coronen RITCHIE :—I know of men dying’ -
forcible obstincace, g s yitg on aceount of

‘D, T BAY ARTHUR :—N
stopping opinm,

b}

o man’will dio actunlly by

Q—Do you think’a man can be cured of tho opiwmn habit ?
A.~—Ycs, a8 long as ho is willing himself, ‘ :
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Q.—Have you heard of the Modino treatment ?
A.—T have not tried it.

Coroner BATRA :~-The circular was recently received and
I have not tried it yot.

CoroxzrL RITCHIE :—1I have also not tried.

Mn. DAWSON :—You heard what Colonel Batra has said
as regards the jail experience. Do you agree with him? °

Covroner RITCHIE :—

A.—Yes.

Q—If & man applics for an opium pass, will you find any

difliculty in certifying that he was an opium-eater and requires 3
pass,

A.—We shall have to depend on his statement.
Q.—You could not tell it from his looks ?

A.—Not if he is an opium-eater of an average quantity.

Coroner BATRA :—Tt is impossible, if he is only taking 4
small quantity, to tell it from his looks. The ordinary dose i
one or two tolas. It does not show any signs on the man, and %
is difficult to distinguish him.

Q.—Were you in Jorhat in 1929 ?
A.—Yes.

Q.—You sat with the Deputy Commissioner on a committeo
for giving passes P

A.—Yes.

Q.—Did you find it impossible to say to your satisfaction
that a particular man was an opium-eater?

A.—I found great difficulty.

Q.—You protested that you were finding it very difficult
say whether a man was an opium-eater or not ?

. A.—Yes, honestly. If heisa man that takes a moderate
guantity, I could nct tell.

CoroNern RITCHIE:—In 1922, when passes were freely
jssued and when the Civil Surgeon went round with the Deppt_}l’
Commissioner, I was the acting Inspector General of Civi
Hospitals, and Colonel James who was then Civil .Sul:geon;
gomplained to the Deputy Commissioner, who at the hm‘(fi Wtf;
My. Cosgrave, that he could mot honestly give a corfcats:
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. Coserave ashed me about it and I entirely agreed with. Colo«
EJ(:J&EI%SV Hekhad also written to Mr. Dennchy gmbout it and
ntioned all this and protested that it was very difficalt to spob
opium-eater. .

Q.—You belong to the Indian Medical Service?

A—~Yes.
. —You have just retired?

- f -

s

- A~=Yes. - N
Q.—1 asked you if you could get some figures for the gardens
ou are in charge of ? . f

» A.—T am in charge of the Empire Tea Company; I have
ot figures. Outb of an adult labour force 8,378 in nine gardens,
have found that there are only & opium-eaters with passes, and
here were no opium-eaters without passes.

Q—Dr. Arthur, how many gardens have you in your
sharge?

Dr. Arthur.—Ten. ) .
Q.—What is the total labour population on these gardens®
A.—Sevon thousand six hundred and twenty adults.
Q.—How many opium-eaters ?

A.—Twenty-two with passes.

Q.—How many without passes ?

A.—None.

Q.—Do you give any drug to an opium-eater t
of his sulferings when in prison P

Corover BATRA :—No. Whena ] i
moderate ration, we do not give him a:;u?h}:f:- bf)?lz; ?ﬁéﬁg hg
suffors very much, because le had been taking ;’]arge quantit,
wo give him a small quantity of opium not directly, but in "
indireot form to relieve him for the time being, ’ some

o0 relieve him

Q—What do you give him ?
A.—~Tincture of opium.
Coroxer, RITOHIE :—B i it agal .
rclease.  There is no doubt ubt;ﬂ;tlit.mu tako to B e after his
CoroveL, BATRA.—I kuow of
who havo given up the habit in tl\oojuﬂc
ashod for the renowal of their passes i
thiat they should stop the habit, '

ases where opium-eatéors
have ,come to me ang

T sont them avay saying
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again(.l.-‘You suggest that registers should be thrown. open
A.—7Y¢s and only for one more time. -
. Q—Wehad it in 1925 and again in 1929 we reopened the
register. Do you still want it to be opened once more for the
last time ? '

A.—1I say you should keep it open permanently. Instead
of cutting the ration give the man what he wants. If hLeasks
for 1% tola I say give him that.

Srxsur ROOINI XUMAR CHAUDHURI :—Yesterday
we had an instance where a man was taking 15 tolas and now he
is put on ration and he is taking only 81 tolas. Would you say
that a man should be given any quantity he wants ?

A.—Within reason opium does not harm the man.

Q.—Who is to decide that P

A.—I think the medical officer.

Sr1yur BRINDABAN CHANDRA GOSWAMI :—Do you
find any difliculty in fixing the ration ?

A.—When a man is taking it within reason I have found
some difficulty. If a man wants 2} tolas cut it down bya
quarter of atola and give him 21 tolas. That is what I have
been doing, always cutting it a little.

Q.—What amount do you consider sufficient for an addict ?

A.—On the average about 1% tolas.

Q.—7You would not try any cure ?

A.—Tt would be possible if you could take all our opium
addicts into our hospital. But, as both the Colonels have said,
they would come back and take to opium again as soonas they

are out of the hospital.
Q.—Do you agree with Colonel Batra when he says that

opium taking brings mental, moral and physical deterioration ?
A.—Yes when taken in excess.
Q.—What quantity do you consider an excess ?
- A.—I should say three tolas.

Q.—Whatever the age ?
A.—According to age. The older the person the more he

would waunt,
~Are you in favour of giving opium o young men of 20
years and below ?. . .
- A—I do not think that very many people of that age take
~ opium, ‘ _ ,
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Q

Wil you be in favour of giving them opiuu‘x }f they

nke?
A—No, » D )
, Q—What is the ago in your opinim below which opium
should not be given ?
¥

40 should
— thet versons below the 2ge of
ot g%(. pisss::.ml?\hi?e that :Eg,e they should get ¥heir full dose.
Cxomined by Rar Bamepun NIDAMBAL DATTA-+—

Q.—Do you all agree that the opiunm habit can o oured
by drugs? .

Coonzy  RITOHIE :~1 have nob tricd and Iﬁ have 1O
experience, g

Cotanen BATRA :~—1 have 10 personal ex;\aﬁénuo ‘exeept
what 1 told you ahout the

jails. I have no experience of an
aldiet coming belore me asking to be cared, ¢ -
Pa. ARTHUR :—1 have not tried sny casc.

Q.—Have you given thocture deeoction instead of opium in
ihe jaal ?

Corowst, BATRA —~ .
A.—~Sometimes when the person shows symptoms of distress,
. k‘}.——You always indent for a quantity of opiuem for usein
jod

A—~Yos for use in medical préscriptions tn jails, Now-a
Qdays it is vory fitthe,

Q.—WWhen you have to grant passes do you genera

\ y liy go out
of the station with the Deputy Comuissioner for that p\yngpeso?
A—~Yes sometitaes

Q —~You generally see the applicant for {wo minut '
whether ho is an@mic, see his eyes and see wh ho Goughs or
not, Is that not genémlly whatyyou do ?ee hether B cqughs ox

A~That s what T have always complained i
you want to pive an opinion hy " S et the man
5;53;:_ from{lym;;xterypand ifymﬁe ag:& o see'whether the man
mes, Youhave o ses whether he is ansemi
; mic &
‘;}:;gcx‘cir liti i?:vits? ‘{.:xig :\m\){:& haléib \vi‘t)hout seridus trggblzlig
<. 0y 0y i
jsan éddx;t and whether he shouldbb: :anzﬁ?;i‘(‘lz&v ?;:h; ;:s;n “
op \\c:;)-t s that the reason why you rejected 93 per eant 3
P % whon you ware in Jorhat ? cond. of thde
A.~1 do noy Temember if T refused 95 non pant

mot be cured by other

«
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‘Q.—That is what is generally done ¥

A~I can not speak as to the practice in the wholeof
Assa. -

.Q.—Have you at any time represented to aovewment the
it-is very difficult to certify P

A.—Nof in writing but I have spoken to the Deput Com:
missioner and the Inspecfm General of Civil Hosp:tals I beliere
that I told Mr. Mullan when I was in Jorhat,

Q.—Even then, you do not agree that niedical: exammatm
is & sure guide ?

A.~1I do not agree.

Rat Bartapur NILAMBAR DATTA :—Do the coohes know
how to secure passes P

Dr. ARTHUR :—They are not keen on coming for passes:
Q.~Do they know the system how they can secure pftssesﬁ

A,—1T could not tell you that.
Mzr. DAWSON :— ‘
Q.—1 wonder why they are slow in coming up for passes?
A.—~—The answer probably is that no one wants that he should
be consmered an opium eater.

Q. —Am I to understand from your evidence that you ar
not in favour of continuing the present cut and it should he
stopped P

CorLoNerL- RITCHIE :—TI am not in favour of the cut at '111
That is one of the reasons for people bemtT slow in coming. up for
passes. The first thing is delay in issue.of passcs—-some‘ames
three months before they can get them. ~The next yreason is the

necessity. for renewing themi annually, And' bhen they will Lavt
their rations cut When they apply. There’is algo the reason thab
there is adulteration of the stulf by vendors and shortweight
I was told by two Europeans who-had shops (I will not give thcir
names here), that there is this ad ulsemblon ’l‘hese weﬂtlemeﬂ
bave not got the shops now.

Mgz. E. 8. ROFFEY :—You-say they had shopsw'r’

A—There" is nothing extraotdinary about it. IT- know them
-perscnall _

y Q. --S':’ths is the ‘first time I have'ever heard of it ¥
A.—T know of two in this dlstnct

The reasons which I hzm?f enumemted dlscomaoa men from
¢oming forward and applying.for passes.

RAT BAHADUR. NILAMBAR DATTA ——Are the other tWO

gentlemen of the same Opinion ?
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; =~ ==+ 7 =% ell youTabout the garden
hou . public ‘are :concerned { they
din yegmnipg for some? trouble,
ch as dysentery and then keep up the habit, &Th(f‘l‘e are, cases
bere they have given up but 1 caniict bay How fir {hey have
)t resumed. Peronally spesking I give passes onlyto rthose
Lo'teguite if.forihealth and to the aged. » '° cdt o~ Y

Q—Have jou gob instances where complaint arises on ac-’
munt of whnt of adequaté quantity ‘of dpim}i Pt

Dr. ARTHUR :— ) !

A—Yes. [ R ‘

1 Q—Dd you consider tHat opium does good to the health of
20ple if, allpwed in modgrate quantities ? '

A.—1 do not think it does any harm. «

Examined by Mr. ABDUR RAHIM CHAUDHUGRY :—
s it true that the people are. cured of any disease by taking
pium ? . , N

A.—It is benefipial to the health,

OotoNer’ BATRA !—It 'has done good in certain disenses
dch as” dysentéry, mialaria, nburalpia, ‘rhtumatism, chromic
sughs, asthma, nervous 'djschsed, étﬁ. As lohig us opium is
rken under medical ifstrict'dn's it” dogs not become a ' habit.
Sut'once a man gxbedds thatdimlt and beeomes ah addict, he
3 liable to excitation ; he Joses his will power and the time cotfies
’h‘?.r; s« po_good for works That makes him continue the
abi .

¢

1 CHAIRMAN :—That is what makes doctors careful in
dministering it oven as _medicine!? 4
. A —They ro altvags Garaful (-
3t ABDUR RAHIM. OHAUDHURI :—Do you say flinat
L is very difficult to tell by looking at a man' whethel he'is'an
wdict? Ifso how to aseorlaih that'®~ < ¢ - !

A.—1t i Very difficalt to say. ¢ e ‘
Jar Bananur NILAMBAR TATTA :— - 0
Q.~Do you think that a small non-official committce would
>0 moro useful ? - '
\ tA,_—It will be useful, you rmust haye, religious propaganda
YOork. * :

SO oA A (T R nann anmn ab annovtain the exiséonoe of
o' for his* Health, it
will ' BN wo fo KRS
ay i

A—If the contmittee is feliable, | o
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Srryor ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHULI i~

Q.—-Did you make any attempt to cure the § addicts in your
gardens from their opium habit ?

Corvovcy RITCHIE :—

A.—No,

Q —Did the Managers of these gardens think that the
should be cured ?

A.—No, not at all. The Manager does not consider opiun
as the biggest curse in his garden-

Q.—The Managers do not mind having it ?

A —They do not mind at all in the case of a few they have.

Mr. B.S. ROFFEY :—You mean the Managers of the
gardens for whom you act ?

A~—Yes.

Q.—They consider they have only 87

A.—The problem of opium does not worry them.

Sarscr ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :—
Q.—Shall I be right in saying that the existence of a few opium-
caters in these gardens is due to the fact that the Managers @0
not want to have opium eaters in their garden ? '

A.—They came up as opium-eaters and they were recruited
as such. They are of middle age and over.

Q.—Prohably they were not known to be opium-eaters 2
the time they were recruited ? '

A.—T hesepeople come and complain that they want opiu.
There is a man, for instance, who has heen recruited six months
ago. He las becn getting opium from the central godovl
because he is not getting the pass although it is now three months
be has applied for it.

Q.—Do you keep a supply in the garden ?

A.—Yes, T keep a cerfain amount in the garden. . '

Q.—You keep that supply to carry on when there is delay 1
getting passes. -

A —Where necessary.

Mp. DawsoN—1¥hat exactly do you geb, what kind «
ium ? o .
o A .—Tincture of opium, morphia, and solid oprum fo-rtm:dléh
u os.es I can tell you that omcemy predecessov WIo ? grox
Z%erput Commissioner saying that it was irregular t0 suppc_iy‘fte
thepsto%k and asking that the issue of pass should be expecitet:
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Srisvr ROHINI KUMAR OHAUDHURI +—Can 1 take
.t ik this ? At times there is delay in gelting passes for the
1 Jddicls in the garden. During those days until the passes hav‘a
irrived, you indent for a quantity of opium Wll'lch you supply to
hese addicts P
A.—When the patient is in great trouble you issue from the
pedical stock. The Medical Officer, on common sense grounds,
hitissues it from the medical stores.
Q.~Supposing the man applies for two tolas of opinm till be
myets his supply do you supply from the medical stores? °’
! "A.—Tn one case only was half a tola issned during three
nt\)ntl})s. That is not even a pharmaccepical dose.

CHAIRMAN: —
Q.~About how much do you keep ?
A~T cannot tell you at the moment,

" . Sawyr ROOINT KUMAR CHAUDHURI :—~Do they not
10 in for smuggled opium ?

A —~Xo, he docs not know how to go about it. He does
wt know bow to steal fea even,

Q.~You keep him on by giving him medical dose ?

A.—He was given 25, A0 and 10 grains in all. Tle was not
wle to do work and he was fairly nseless. ,

Q.—In your opinion anybody who wants to take opium
mght to be allowed to take it P

A.~Yes. Justas inthe case of alechol it is only when o
1on takes in excess that there is abuse.

Q —Would you confine it to those who are intelligent and
1o clucated so that they can keep within bounds?

A.—Why should the literate man only get it? Why should
n cdueated ‘man get liquor and the illiterate be refused lacpani
Jxice beer) ¢ |

) The CHATRMAN :—Is it & habit forming thing ?

' A—Ttis n drag which tends to incrensing doses. Some
seople would go to the wall on anything ?
! Sruur ROHINI KUMAR OHAUDUURI :—

Q—Would you agreo to give opium to anybody who can
Je oxpected to use it in moderation ?

" A~—Yes.
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Q.~ And not to others? o ST
A.—No, T would not issuc it. If opiam were frep we do'nif
know who would get it. : ' o
Q.—Opinm eaters would like fo increase their dose >
A.~Yes if they haye the money, N R
Q.—You want to allow 2 man to spend on opium if hege
mongey ? o
A.—Education is the cure for it. L
Q.—If you Imow that thercare a large number of péop
who have been brought up in the beliof that opium 1s good fo
their health ? : - .
A—~They are gradually being displaced and being killed b
more intelligent people.  There are opium-eaters who haye bee
dispossessed by others who are not opium-eaters. | .
Q.—38till you desire that Government ought not fo ,in@ga;fferE‘
A.—TI have scen these resirictions in foree mow for about !
years I think. 1 have not seen any improvement in the peopl
at all. l . .
Q.- In furmer days do you Lkndéw that even respeotabl
Assamese people took opium ?
A.—They are getling it yet.
Q.—Can you name anybody ? .
A.—As o matter of fact one of the worst districts in Upps
Assam T have seen many opinm-gaters but I have seen o haro
doune lo anybod+. I am speaking of Goalpara.
Q.—DBeeause there is much less opium in tha
A.—1 do not know. ,
Q.—In Goalpara there are anly § -seers issued apnu&lly n

the whole district ? : S
A.—DPerhaps it is much less than in tlie eastern distriots.

Tup CHAIRMAN :— « L
Q.—Do I understand that you have not seen much of the

evil effects of opium ?, _ . . o T

A.—T have been in every distriet one fime or oher.
have seérved in three distriels,: the Lushai Hills, Goalpara and the
Darrang distvicts. Opium is not the? chief dozpe Th{ﬂ“_@. it

Afr. B.S. ROTFEY (T wa t'fo clear one point‘_H,O({lO}l";)
Ritchie,and I consider “itiis very important, You 'have 'iem
telling us that two Furopeans had ‘some connéction ‘with 0pi
shops ?

A.—T sailthat I knew two

t d‘istxjiut:?

Europeans who had opium shops,
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Q—Whet do you mean pctaally, dofyou pican” that the

licence was aclually § jo thejr pames? 4 . 00,

A.; T do not think Jdf was in their names® 1, ol

Q ~How many Europt ant’ were concerded ? 3o

A~—Two were in this district #nd oad iras in another
{rict. One is not alive now and two are living.

Q.—How riany Ruropeans ih this district had 6pium shops ?

A.—~Two. -

Q.—Were they both tea plantets ? v

A—No. T

Q—~One was g 3 "\I'mager of u AW mill ?

A—THe was in another district. You see they did not hold
y shops in their names but I understond they bad shopa.
ne of then have at present.

Q.—Yon say that one of the two in this district is dead, Oan
a tell me for what reason he took it 5P Y8 it for the Jbenefit
his cooles ?

A.—1 would not like to say whether it was for bis own pro-
of whether it was for the benefit of the coolies.

Q.—Auny European other than that P

A —No

Q-—You do not know whether the other two took it for the
nefit of their coolies P

A —~No. .

Srisur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHDRI—On the whole
"y ore 4 7 R

A.~—No, they aro three, two of tlis distvict and one in another
drict. I won't give tho names but T got 1t from themselves.

Q.~Would you be surprised to learn that a mumber .of
rsons have given up the habit and not taken to it pgain,

Coroviy, BATRA :—

A.—T won't be surprised at all.

Q —Thers was an instance of o Gurkbali f)oy suffcrmg {rom
ronit malarin and he was an ‘opitm-enter P ¢

A.—~There aro very m:my ‘cases 6( chitodic'malarin'l do'not

nember, 1 ~ o LR L 9 ot -
Q.~Iun that casc ho was not gwen op\um nndv'ho was”
red of the disease of malaria'? Y o310

A~TI do not remember the ense.  AsT said we did not give
fum except in extreme caces,
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Q.—Would you be able to fix the ration of 4 map ?

A.—T1 will have to ‘take into consideration what he says, ani
then from my own medical opinion I will come to the conelusio
whether what he wants would be bcneficial or not.

Q.—Then it should be left to the medical opinion ?

A.—Yes. .

Q.—Do you think that we should perpetually go on givin
passes like this to anybody who wants them ?

A.—A- long as you cannot control illicit opium coming in ]
would not advise closing the register.
) Q.—If you canuot control it to a finish then you mustg
on :

~A.—Yes. Because you will be producing more and morn
addicts. 'Why should they suffer if they have taken to it ?

Q.—Dont you think that if you can make opium unavailabl
you can prohibit it at once ?

A.—If you can make it unavailable, then yes,

Q.—1Is there any great harm ?

A.—The only harm is they will suffer until they get ovel
the effects.

RAT BARADUR NILAMBAR DAT[A.—Don’t you think
that some of the opinm eaters will die ?

A.—Most unlikely unless they are suffering from some othe:
disease.

Q.—But they could be treated medically ?

A.—Yes in the districts. But there are places where medical
treatment is not available for 40 miles.

frrsur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :—These cases
in your gardens, are they suffering from any disease ?

Dr. ARTHUR :—

A.—No.

Q.—Since when have they taken to this habit ?
A ~Some of them came with the habit.

Q.—Could you not treat these cases ? . ' .
A —You cannot treat them , it isa question of strict medie

cal supervision.
Q.—But that is for a fortnight or so ?

'A.—Yés, it is possible.
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e OHATRMAN $=I¢ opfum put’in the-list-of /poisons m
England ? R I R IR Aetiip e Seng g
ot 0oy g v S— L

Cororerl RITCHIE :—Oh, yés. . W e
Q —are poisons’ allowed to be’taken fréely by ‘people in
Tngland? ¢ H oL VU b dandt T
v A~No! - : Corr i (LRI TR
"yl 1f thét is the ease in Eubladd’ would yon alldy poaple’
in Assam to take freely whot they want'? ¢ - iy e i
. A—Técause it is the fashionable dope of the place ; opium
grows freely in Assam and does not grow in England or Scotland.’
Just the same in the case of alcohol. -
Q—Alcohol s not in the list of poisons? o o
A.~But then there are many that are added to the original
(list. Indian hemp was added; 1t did not use to be on tha_ Tiet:®
i Q.—1I want to know why you would give opiam’ freely in
Assam when it §s harmful in England and other Europsan
countries ? .
A.—~1I never said it is harmful any more than other dopes.
Q~Opium is not issued freely to people in England ?

e

A.~No. N
Q.—~Then why do you want to allow it to p.ople here in
Assarm 50 freely P Nyt

1 A.~Because they are accustomed to it snd it is not harm-

‘ Q~Do that i -
ful ofeates You mean to say it does not produce any harm

A.~European nations do mot grow po; to that extent:
In excess it will produce some evil offcots. Porey :

Q—~Would you advise that the Ewopean nat ?
to opium in moderate quantities ? PONE nelions may Sake
A.—~No, T would not ndvise them. But I’ would allow
} people to take reasonable quantities if thoy want fo have it. v
? Q.~-Even those who could fiot control themsolyes ?
i A.~Then educate thom.
Q ~You have seon opium-catorsin G : f {
Have you como in contact with many :f thgsxlp?am and Dafrang:
A~—~Yes,
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Q.—Would you be able to fix the ration of a man ?

A.—I will bave to take into consideration what he says, and
then from my own medical opinion I will come to the conelusion
whether what he wants would be bcneficial or not.

Q.—Then it should be left to the medical opinion ?

A —Yes.

Q.—Do you think that we should perpetually go on giving
passes like this to anybody who wants them ?

A.—A- long as you cannot control illicit opium coming in I
would not advise elosing the register.

Q.—If you cannot control it to a finish then you must g
on ?

A.—Yes. Beeause you will he producing more and more
addicts. Why should they suffer if they have taken to if ?

Q.—Dont you think that if you can make opium unavailable
you can prohibit it at once ?

A.—If you can make it unavailable, then yes.

Q.—Is there any great harm ?

A.—The only harm is they will suffer until they get aver
the cflects.

RAT Bamapur NILAMBAR DAT[LA.—Don’t you think
that some of the opinm caters will die ?

A.—Most unlikely unless they are suffering from some other
disease.

Q.—But they counld be freated medically ?

A.—7Yes in the districts. But there are places where medical

. treatment is not available for 40 miles.

*r130T ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :—These cases
in your gardens, are they suffering from any disease ?
Dr. ARTHUR :—
A.—No.
Q.—Since when have they taken to this habit ?
A.—Some of them came with the habit.
Q.—Could you not treat these cases ?
A .—You cannot treat them , it is a question of strict medie
cal supervision, )
Q.—But that is for a fortnight or so ?
"A.—Yaes, it is possible. .
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i Tite CHATRMAN '—15 ojfum put’in the list of poisons in
Bagland ? ! a o b

[

Coroner RITOHIE :—Oh, yes. ‘

Q —Are poisons allowed to be'taken freely by "peoyile in
Lngland ? [ i i i1 -

A —No! : B NI
Q' that is the ense \n Engluid would you allow people’
in Ascam to take freely what they want’?

A —Because 1t 18 the fashionable dope of the place ; opium
grows freely in Assam and does not grow 1n England or Scotiand.
Just the same in the oase of alcohol.

‘Q, ~—ATcohol is not in the hist of poisons ®

A.—But then there are many that are added to the original
list. Indian hemp was added; 1t did not use to be on the list.

Q —J want to know why you would give opium fréely in
Asam when 3¢ is hormfnl in Baogland ond other Europesn
countries ?

A.~—T never said it is harmful any more than other dopes.

Q-~—Opium is not issued freely to people 1n England P,

A.—No.

Q.—~Then why do you want to sllow it to p.ople here in
Assam so freely P
fal A.~—Because they aro accustomed to it und it is not harm-

ul.

Q.—Do you mean to say that it does not produce any harm-
ful effects P

A.—FEuropean nations do pot grow poppy to that extents
In excess 1t will produce some evil effcots,

Q —Would you advise that the Emopcan nations may fake
fo opium in moderate quantities ?

Ao~No, T would not advise them. But I ‘would allow
peoplo to take reasonable quantities if they want to have it.

Q.~Xven those who could not control themselves ?
A ~Then educate them. -

1 " .

1

Q —You have seen opium-eafors in  Gonlpara and Darrang.
Tave you como in contact with many of them ?

A~Yes,
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i 1Q.~Tlicn hiive you known that people who have: been takin
in moderate quantities go on increasing gradually ? .

A.—7Yes, there are men hke thp.t; )
Q, —What do you thmk 1s an excess dose ? : . .

A.—1I think that 6 grajus a day is a beneficial dose if a .ma
wants a dope. But if a man gets to the stage of requiring thre
or four tolrs in the- month then he  feels :sleepy-and begin
nefrlec(,mg his work, Lvex ybody admits, that.

- +Q~Do you :consider that it :is, desuable to- get r1d of thi
habit ?
A.—It is not by any means the most harmiful of dopes: ?

Q.—On the whole would you agree that it 1s desnable to ge
rid of dopes ?’

A ==Y es, . | ‘ ,
Qu=Opium first of all ? ’
A.—1I do not agree.

No. 16. :
(After lzmoh) Co -

7y

The Commlttee then examined :— - >
Seigur .LAL MOHON CEIAUDHURI Tezpux Loca

Boaid Meniber, and

Sr1sur MONMOHON CHAUDHURI, Mauzadal, ~Bali
para.

. The two gentlemen are brothers and they submitted. separate
but very similar-statements.

OHAIRMAN: —Are these opmm -eaters Aseamese or. mostly
non-Assamese ? ‘ .
.-Ai=Both.. = . C .
Examitedby ME,DAWSON i— - . L
To Srrsur, LAL MOHON OHAUDH'URI fi.

Q.—1In your statement, which is méte.or lesssimilar-to. that
submitted by your, b];’OthEl you_ say :. “ Smugglmg of opium in

.....

Asstiim  exists to 4 very, laigé extent.” ; on “what, you ,base
this statement that sniliggling existsto a very 1a1ge extenﬁ ?

A.—A good many cascs were detected ab several pIaces.-

f
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+ Qurlp what year ’ -
A~FEven in the current year, within the Tast six months.
InBalipara_also, therg are two or fhrgo cgges. -~
+Q ~~Are yon falking of 1932.7 .
A.~1982. In 1931 also there wera cases.

Q.~Your mauza is at Balipara. Have you known of any
cases of smuggled opium detected in Balipara area P -

A.—2 or 8 Ghinamen have been deEectcd durm" the-lzmb stx
or soven months.

1Q.=—What weye the quantities ¢

A.—TI do not exactly remember the guantities, They are
not very big.

Q.+~But then _you say, sm\wglmD exists to 8,very - ls.rge
extent ?

A—1 also heard from several sources anda.good many‘
cases ywoers defected.

Q.~From whom did you hear ?

" A.~—Bometimes from excise people nnd sometimes from outs
siders. -

" Q.—Did.you hear of big quantitics ?
 fe="1, heard f pven 10 sgers pr 12 sceps.
1Q.—~—Where was fhat ? Do you remember ?

_A.—At Jorhat su}e, or,somewhere like that. About 18 seors
in ohie cass was detécted.” ' ’

Qe Whatyear;as that2
WA ~T:ido.not . remembar.
R Was that mong, yeare ggo ?
AMay be 8 or 4 years ago or oven more.
+ Q~Havo you. heard of any more such cases P

i tA ~One seer .or twoseers. I, heard often of jcases, like
ha

Q==Tow.often do you hear of such.cases.

A—Ouco or twice a yegr.

Q.~Do yen,eall it aften ?

A~There wero o good many t}u\t could not bo deteoted.
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Q~If they could not be detected, how di 2= oW
they cxisted P cted, how did yo‘l.l k}lO“‘ Hont

A.—We know it from opium-eaters that the ‘ ;
. ) ¥y gebt smuggled
opium from the Nepalis who sell it to th '] i
difficult to detect them. o thom privately. Lok

Q.—Do you mean Nepalis in your mauza ?
A.—Yes.

Q.—DBeing a mauzadar, did you take any steps to bring it to
the notice of the Deputy Commissioner ? Ve lg

A.—Beveral steps were taken to detect, but it was ver
difficult. S !

Q.--Did you re.port ?

. A—I gave ipforma.tion to the Excisc staff as well as to the
Deputy Commissioner. All efforts were made to detect them,
but the smugglers were very careful. A

Sr1sur BRINDABAN - CHANDRA GOSWAMI:—In
how many cases did you submit a report ?

~ A.—1T told them generally ; 1 did not mention any particular
case. ' :

Mz. DAWSON :(—Would you reopen the register of the
unregistered consumers P ’

A.—Yes, because there are unregistered opium consumers
getting opium from illicit sources, either from the lessees or from
the smugglers. . .

Q.—Will you open the register for a fixed time or keep it
open for some years ? .

A.—These should be temporary passes, first, for at least six
months, and after watching what .quantity is requircd, they
should be given passes for that quantity. .

Q.—My question is for how long will you keep the registers
open P - , .

A.—TFor a short time. One or, two months ; but then the
fact should be published widely.

Q.—The argument on thé cther side is this : if you open the,
register, people who are not addicts may apply for passes and it
may be a sort of encouragement to spread the opium habit. -

A.—At the time of issuing passes, of course, careful fanqui-
ry should be made to see whether ihey are really “unregistered
consumers. But there is no difficulty- here, because no one will
pome forward, I-belicye, who are ot addicts, to
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Q —We have been hearing to-dvy and also hearing. before,
that some people who are taking opum are ashamed to come
forwardfor passes. Is that your experience » s .

B
A.—~T do nof think so. o Y}
Q—~Do ‘you think they would come forward quite willing-
Iyt [PREYI:E B N w » Tt
A~—Yos, ' v Cuk

. QLYo shy some of the people aveSo-calied goitlemen,
and there are some women that may not come, Wi} would nof
these gentlemen come P

. A—They will not feel it worth while applying. They dd not
like to cxpose thomselves.
Q.—1Is there any opium smoling going on in your mauza ?
A.—Privately, of course, and very carelully nowadays,
’ 1
Q.—~How do you hnow that smuggled opium is brouglht into
your mauza ?
A~ hear of if, but it cannot be proved. There ave Some
Assamese in the interior and generally they smoke sometimes!

Q.—1 do not want you to give menames, but do you really
know instances of persons who smoke opium P ’

A.—Yes, I know them porsonally.
-Q-~Do you think that the opium labit is bad ? v,
A—Yes

Q.—You would liko to stamp it ont(? !
A.—~1f it is possible, it should be stamped out.

Q —TWhat is the real difficulty if it be stopped abrapily ?

A—Old people would be in great difficulty and some of
them would even die.

Q —Iave you any instance of any onc who died ? s

A~T have not come across auy man who ldoes no§ manage
to get opium. e will find it somebow, ho will nob de. .

Lxomined by Srzsyr MAOTNDRA NATH GOITAIN = T

Q.~Your mauza is in a backward fract? 2
. A.~Ycs, adjoining the Baliparn I'rontier Tract, .
* Q~Is it in the Tezpur subdiv i:ion? N -

A

A.—Yes, in the Darrang district. ]
i Q. —~TWhat do you think about the 10 por cert. reduction }ﬂ
A—Tt should not be for peaple above 40 or 50,

P o
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Q. —~Below that 4gd ? T
A.—Below that age, if possible, some reducticn should e

made gradually. o ,
. Q.—Can you estimate the numbet of uniegistored con-

sumers in your mauza ? ' ,
. A.—T cannot give you any accurate figure, but approximate:

ly it would not be less than 150, I believe. . '
. Q-—Arc they opium addicts from before, or have they

taken to the habit recently ?

A —Mostly from before.

Q.—How is it that they did not register théthselves befdre? )

A.—Because at that time, many were afraid; Thére Wers
all sorts of rumouss and some people said that thére would be
difficulty and so forth.

Q.—Tor this feason they did not come out?

A7V o |

- ,Q.—Do you know that the register, was reopened in 1929

and that it Was said then that that would be the last time?

A.~-I do not exactly remember.

Q.—Were you not infornied by the Deputy Commissioner? -
A.—I do not rememler. ) '
Q.—If the register ,was. openéd and ‘as many péople were

taken in as was possible in 1929, then do you again want it to

be opened now ? ) y o ) _
A.—1t should be.. closed afterwards for ever. It can now
be reopeng_d for a }ilffﬁﬂl or two. . o
.. Q.—Then People may complain that it was kept open only
for a short timbe ?
A.—There will always be some reason for them £o grimble.
Government Eafinot satisfy ahy and every Body.
Q.- Whit do you ot Siggest? 0
A —Tliere should be wide publicity, HhA ‘tlen Tt ‘Should be
kept opén for two-or thrée months.
Q.—Could not thie pebple Eive Gp thé Habit?
A.—Somewhere, ditHer fiom the Sdiigleis'or Hom shorts
weight, they get opium. ~Thit i§ the reason Wwhy smlagglers take
advantage to demand high prices.
- Q —How do-you distingaish between a real consumer and
a supposed one? . -

te v e e - WL ‘: B
A.—DPasses should be given “affer the fullest enquiry,
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7. Qi Who bhould enquive? ; - 1 - .
A~—Some local people. ot
,Qu~—As 1 mouzadar will you be able” tor d:sﬁngujé‘ﬁ your
rmyofs 4R sy WHethel & person is ar HAdTeL r gt 2 ol ’
A~—Ti T get the time, I shall be able ta dé tiat, |
Smyur, BRINDABAN CHANDRA GOSWAMTYon
aseribe the danys of “sihugeling to {HY destifotios- Oh”geﬁmg
opinm ?
A.~Yes, I think so. Ty
I@ieDé 60 nob kndw thab muggling Gxisted beford the
restnchon policy was introduced ? H
X do 1ot kiiow thats
Q—Wiil you torreet thd stateriont 36 I eay that sestriotions -
existed before the mtroduct)on of the present pohcy P~
-1 take i fhom jou, o
QD Yoty tid ambhg the regittered éohmmers there
are some pass-holders Fha ‘take optum for. selhug a portion of :
theis fafiondd quantity to othdms? ;| B
A ~They may be selling a pomon, but not all.

Q‘ L:Bit tueié are others nwmongst the unregistored cone
su‘x:mrs who would ulso like to purchuse in order to bell fo
ot! érs :

3=

l?TO‘\M(")II()N bT[AU‘DHUnIuThcy nte very Tow in}
number.

Q—Did you moke o survey of the ‘wntegistered k!b'usdnmrs
m your mauza P

=1 8id’ nof tinko Bayisuteey,
Q, Then how can you say ? ¢
A,—The men who have passes and who sell n portion 10 the

reftEred i} Nintégistaed consimers ate “rery few.

Q.—~Havd you ‘hny Jden how ‘miny ‘persons thors ere in

ﬂ!;:t Exhgﬁa ﬁ‘ho me’dbmbh']y msml ‘gopshinbrs, bit who traflic
s 4

A.—~Ido not, Lnow. A roxxmutol the may be about,
siX'bF eveh, pp % v

Q-—Do you Lnow Lhem? ) -
—'i [: N . . -

QDo youknow {hem- by name? R
‘Yes. o egen

,
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busm(;s;—PI‘or Low lonﬂ' bave you known {hem traffic in'this
~A.—~Tor the last 8 or 4 years.
Q.—Did you submit -any repolt giving the names; to the
Excise Superintendent ? . ' ;
-A,.—No.
:Q.—Did you report to the Deputy Commmsmuer?
A.—No.
Q.—Why? :
. . A—Because it will not be proved, and noxe of them WlII
admit; it will be of no use.
Q.—~—These unrcgistered consumers are supplied with 0p1um
from short weight cales, as well as from smuggled opium ?
A.—Yecs.
Q.—Do you consider that short-weight sale is universal?
<. Sniyur LAL MOHON CBAUDHURI:—I cannot say it
is universal ; there are a few honourable exceptions .
Q. -—Havc you any instance of exceptions. in the Danang
distriet ?
A.—TI think the Excise people know beiter than we do on
this subject. . .
Q.—I should like to know your experience in the matter? = .
Srryur  MONMOHON  CHAUDHTURI :—There. .are
honourable exceptions. One is the lessee of Bahpara-— one
Nabin Chandra Chaudhuri. :
Q.—Are you related to bhim ?
A.—Yes.
Q.—Are there any lessees who are not related to you bemdes
this gentleman ?
"~ A.—No.
Q.—You say that there is a large mﬂux of smuggled
opium. On what basis do you make that statement ?
Srisur LAL MOHON CHAUDHURI:—Last year T
defended a case of three seers of 0p1um The man was sent

<

L . .
,.' f
‘ . t

'

¢

to jail. .o
Q,.a-Do you t}unk that was smuggled or shoﬂ; Welohh

? C Lo
e it was Malwa

.—That was not Government opmm
o mﬁ There is also another case of 10 or 12 seers detected

allzout two years ago by Srijut Ba]am Bora' near Behah - Phat
was the case of one Serang. o
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Q —When wasit ? = Lo T T 7T D
-——It“m!ght be in 1930 or 1931, o T

Q.—Do you khow of any other case?

A—Many cases; almost oncoe or twice a m(mth &nd the
quantity ranges from ono or two tolas. - PR

Q —1s it all smuggled opmm? ‘.,

A.—Not all smuggled opmm-—some treasury opinm, 180mp
Malwa opium and some Cooch Behar opinm,

Q —TFor the last three years, 'how many cases of smuggled
opium were detected ?

A.—~Taking approximately two cases a month, 1t conies £o

24 o year.

Q.~—And that gives 72 cases during the last three years?

A~—Yes. -

Q.—Are you speaking only of the Tezpur subdivision ?

A. —Yes, I havo experience of that only. .

Suryur BRINDABAN CHANDRA GOSWAMI:—On this
very giound only you base your statement that there has becn

o huge influx of smuggled opium and if possible this should be
detected ? -
A,—Yes.
Q.—Do you know how many mannds of treasury opxum
aro issued in the whole province ? .-
A.~1 do not hnow, )
Q.~Do you know the amount for this district ? e
A.~1 had some idea, but I forget it now.

Q~—When thero is a-fotal issue of 422 maunls, if thorc bu
only 72 cases of smuggling, will it be alarming ?

A,~—TIt is not alarming.

Q—Would you ho able fo say what would be tho quantity
of smuggled opium in all the 72 cases ?

A.—T cannot say that, becouse the quantity varies from
110 3 tola. I cannot cven give it approximatoly, t

Q.—(Addressing Monmohon Chaudhuri) Can you give mo
an ides ?

Sr1rur MONMOION CHAUDIIURI :~I do not know.
Q.—~Do you know the price of treasury opium ?
Serrur LAL MOHON CHAUDHURI :—Rs. 2,
Q.~—What is the price of contraband opium ?
A.~Ts. 4 to Rs, 6.

b
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Q.—What is the price of surplus opipm ?

A.—Almost the same. "There is,no fixed yate-for _this I
the demand is _high,.the price is-also jincreased. It is so‘n{étime
Jess.and sometime high according to-the demand. o

Q.—lel it in any way affect canspmers ifithe price of the
treasury opium be increased ? '

A.—It will affect the poor people. Certainly the prico
should not be increased. -POSF peope. - Serainy P

_ Q.—You a(.ivise us not to increase the, price of the treasury
opium,-because it affects the poor consumers?

A.—Yes. Already they are very hard hit.

Q.—Will it not do if the register is opened as-you say-?

‘A«—The register ;shquld ‘be opened: for real-consumers -only.

Q.—Supposing the price is increased to Rs. 2-8-0.
 A—=No, Twillnot agree. On the other hand, T should
like the price to be decreased because there ghonld be no com-
petition-between:treasury opium-and contraband opiym.

Q.—You know that in'1925-26 she register was opened'?

A.—Yes.

Q.—In 1929 it was opened and it was definitely mentioned
that that would be Jast time P ) ’

A.—Yes. .

Q.—Then again in '1933, do you advise that the Tregister
should be opened again, beeause there are supposed to be some
unregistered consumeys.

~A.—T say that passes:fare .already- -given:to -the ~appiica_nts
who come under, medical.advice. '

Q.—You advise that opium should -be given.uznider medical
advice ?

A.—Yes.

"Q:~—DBo you:say ‘.mediea] -advice’ or ¢ medical  prescrip:
tion ’ ?

A.~=Affter consulting ~-medieal-authorities passes ishould be

iven.
s - Q.—That is to-say, if he-requires it for his health ?

A.—Then:and only then passes should be jissued ; other wise
not. We know that people in the villages: out of some luxury
take to the opium habit and:we-want, that . this :habit .should g¢
once for all.
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$nour ROMINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :—BothTof jou
agreg fo thigp ¢ « o ¢« ' 0l .

Sruvr MONMOHON CHAUDHURI :—1 do not agree fo
that, because I know there are many unregistered , consumers
in my mauza and I think after careful consideration they should
be given pagses.

Q.—Ara not 'passes given even now ?

A.—They are not given passes.

Q/~—On medical grounds 2.

A.—They are given passes under great restrictions and
there are many who do not come in on account of theso restric-
tions.

Q —Then you like that these restrictions should go ?

A.~XNot totally, but I ‘should say, they should bea little
mo:e libotal.

Q —Do you not apprehend that if you open your register
now and keep it open for some time, say, for three mounths, more
people would' wish to come in Iater ?

A.—If you carefully examine cach case there will not bo
that 1isk.

Q.—Thereafter you would finally shut it ?

A —But it should be published very widely, and then after
three months it should bo shut finally.

Q-~—Do you not apprehend that thero may be again n lot
of unregistered consumers even after that

A.—1I donol think so ; hut 5f theie exict still some naregis-
tored consumers they will have to be ignored.

.. RarBamapur NILAMBAR DATIA :~—You are o prac-
tisirg pleader in this Court ?

A—Yes.

Q.—Have you gons to the rural areas ?

A—Yes,

Q~~On what business.do you go to rural areas ?

A.~Sometimes fon Tocal Board business; also I have a
pormanent home at Balipara.

Q.~THave you to go to the rural areas very oftcn on Local

Bowrd business # ¢

A~—~Not very often.

Q.~—That you do at your own cost ?

A~—Yes

oy
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Q.—What is the price of surplus opinm ?

A.——Alrposfi the same. _T;lerg is.no fixed rate-for _this. If
the demand is high, the price js:also increased. It is sometime
less.and sometime high according to*the demand.

Q.—-Will it in any way affect conspmers jf;the price of the
treasury opium be increased ?

A.—It will affect the poor people. Certainly the pric
should not be increased. - peopie. Leriainty P

. Q.—You advise us not to, increase the price of the treasmy
opium, because it affects the poor consumers?

A.—Yes. Already they are very hard hit.
Q.—Will it not do if the register is opened as you say-?
‘A—The register shquld.be -opened: for-real-consumers -only.

4

Q.—Supposing the price is increased to Rs. 2:8-0.

A.—No, I will not agree. On the other hand, I should
like the price to be decreased because there ghould be no  com-
petition-between treasury opium-and contraband opiym.

'Q—You know that in'1925:26 the register was opened'?
A.~—Yes. )

Q.—In 1929 it was opened and it was definitely mentioned
that that would be Jast time ? ] |

A.—Yes.

Q.—Then again in '1933, do you advise that the register
should be opened again, beeause there are supposed to be some
unregistered consumeys.

A.~T say that passes:fare .already- given:to -the-applicants
who come under, medical: advice. "

Q.—You advise that opium should be given.under medical
adwige P

A.—Yes.

-Q:~DBo you:say ‘smedical -afviee’ or ¢ megdical | preserips
tion ’ ? ‘

A.~+After consulting ~-medieal-anthorities passes !should bg
given.

- Q.—That s to-say, if-he-requires it for his health ? '

A.—Then:and.orly then passes-should be gissued ; other wise
not. We know that people in .the villages out of some Juxury
take to the opium habjt and wewant, that - this :habit .should go
once for all. - ‘ .
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t

Q.~You come info. contaoct with rural people very often ?
A.~—Yes, as o momber of the Local Beard and also a

a pleader. : o

'~ Q.—On these occacions you discuss often about 9pi‘t,1'm habit

with the village people ? . ‘
A.—7Yes, when occasion arises. _ .o
Q.—Do you know their mentality as regards the present cut

of Government ? - L
A.—Some of them af least say that they 'are very hard hit

by this cut. .
Q.—Becaure they do not get their full rations 2
A.—Yes, that is so.

Q.—And because they have fo pay very exorbitant price to
make up for their difference in rations ?

A.—Yes, and some say that they do not get any.-

Q.—The treasury price is very low ? '

A.—Not very Iow,'but it should be: further lowered.

Q.—You know the present rate is Rs. 2 and that smuggled
or treasury opium saved by shortweight is sold up to Bs. 8.
The unregistered consumers have to pay this high rate, and
thereby they are hard hit ?

A.—Yes.

Q.—You consider it is ruinitig the pcople, because w he
they can get treasury opium for Rs. 2, they are compelled to pay
Rs. 8. .

A.—Yes, they are selling their hearth and home.

Q.—In view of this fact you advocate the register to be,
opened and people given some “fixed time to file applications
and get their adequate rations ? ’ _
A.—Yes. The real consumers should be given ' their
rations. R

Q.—Would: yow give opiwgn to whoever wants it

A.—No. . | ‘ I i

1t should be given to those who are real consumers and-”
who have soifar failed to: obtain' passes. ‘ -

Q.—Do you think that the Deputy Commissioner and the
~ Civil Surgeon will be the sole aathority: for deciding applica-
tious? PR D T s
' A.—Yes. And another member from the ‘public_?. N

3

St
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Q—Tako it for pranted that thoté are 100 applications
from tho Behali circle. Do yon suggest that the, Deputy Com-
missioner, the Civil Surgeon and other gentlemen from tho town
would consider these applications and would it be possible” that
they should consider these in town becatse they may fiob Know
the people that are in thé iaterior? v

A.—The applicnnts should apptar before the committee in
the town. R '

Q.—~Would you compel them to come to the téwn?’

A~ thoy are kean they must come.

Q.—Are you not in favolir of » small Incal committen ?

A.~Yes, I havo stated that. .

Q.—S0 you are in favour of a small local committeo and
that the Deputy Oofdmissioner dnd tlie Civil Surgesn will come.
to enquire into these applicatiods ?

A.~—I do not mean that they should go into the interior.
The local commitice may enquire and the Deputy Commissioner
will act 0a the report of tHat enquiry and on the certificato of
the medical offfcer. Now, the npplicant gets a couple of wit~,
nesses and the Exeise Superintendent takes down their state-
monts, and then afterwards sends themi t¢ the OCivil Surgeon.
The sathe procedute may be follbwed ? .

Q.—1 want to know it you desiro that these ipplicants should
go to headqusrters ? -

A —~—TYes, .

Q.~—You agreo that there should be o locdl committze.

A —Yes. Bub tlie tonimitted that [ have suggested for the
town should function for the wholo district.

Q.—You meod b say that this comnrdities would B2 like the
advisory board thdt sits for ligtor shofs 7 -

Ao—~Yes.

Q.—Do you think it wonld serve the p=tI=?

A—Yes,

_ Seryer MONMOHON CHAUDHURI:—3 €ifer frrm 2%
opinion.

Q.—~You s, probably, in your repesi Scl 22 prow s o 7er
of the Government is a success ? o

Serstr LAL MOHON COAUDETZIc—Inil il & ¥
not mef with universal success.

Q.~1In your opinion, the ef fuenfl e o st

A~Yes, for those below 5 poe o7

that age, there should be noecy -

>
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‘Q.—Is Balipara shop a big one or a small one ?

A.—Not very big. N o

Q.—Do you know the total allotted ration ?

A.—~7Yes about 4 seers,

Q.—Is it far away from mauza camp ?

A.—Not far away ; it is within two miles.

Q.—Do you know from what places opium is smnggled into
your maugzu ?

A.—Mostly by the Nepalese. I cannot say where they
come from. Perhaps they come from Cooch Behar.

Q.—You mean contraband opium ?

A—Yos.

Q.—How do the lessees dispose of the surplus?

A.—They give it to consumers.

Q.—In addition fo that you have smuggled opium ?

A.—Yes.

Q.—Then there mast be a large number of unregistered opium-
eaters in your mauza ?

A —-Yes, not less than 150. ( ,

Q._How is it possible for that small sliop to serve all this
huge number of unregistered opium-eaters P

A.—Tt is not possible, and that is the reason why they get
smuggled opium from outside the province.

Q.—Has this fact been reported to the Deputy Commissioner)

A.—7Yes, and one or two cases have been detested.

Q.- Can you say why there are so many unregistered con-
gsumers in your mauza in spite of the fact that there was a
potification in 1829 to bring them into the register?

A —T1 do not remember that notification, and probably it was
not widely published.

Q.—You do not remember lo have received any notification
from the Deputy Commissioner ?

A.—1T do not remember.

Q.—That accounts for the large number of unregistered
opium-eaters?

A.—Yes, . .
Q.__Another reason is that they are paying a high rate ?

A.—Yes. .
Q.__Tt is ruining the village people ?

A.—Yes.
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Q—And they default gencrally in paying land revenue ?
f  A—~Yes. Mostly. " 2T ek s

Q —They have not even movable property for attachmen
‘oend except tho land there is nothing? ;
| A—They have already sold what thoy posscssed for pur-
chasing opium. :

Q.—Buying at this exorbitant Tate ?

A._Yesa

Q—By bringing them into thoe register wnow, they will
receive the advantage of getling their opium at a lower price
and of having an opportunity of saving themselves?

A.—Yes, that would be a very great help.

Q ~That would also indirectly help them in paying their
tand revenue ? i .

A.—Certainly.

Examined by Mavravt ABDUR RAHIM CHAUDHURY :—
‘Q.—Do you'hold the view that opium habit is bad ?
A—Yes.

‘Q~—TYou also consider that it should be stopped nader all
<circumstances, and if possible at once?

A.—7Yes, if possible at once.

Q.—Would you be prepared to advise usto recommend to
Governmont that if possible some logistation should be framead to
atolish this habit ?

A—If possible.

Q.—~Now, you have said that we ought to open the register
{ov sometime. Do youthink that by clesing the Togister there has
beon no effect at all in checking the habit ?

A~1In some cases it has been beueficinl.
Examined by Srryur ROUINI KUMAR CHAUDIURI :—

Q.—~The present Government polioy has succeeded in chiecks
ing this habit amongst the younger generation ?

A.—~Yes, certainly, )

Q.~—And this is a very great gnin ?

A~Yes,

Q —And the quantity of consumption hasalso considerably
decreased ?

A—TYes,



198

Q—And you do not imagine that all this reduced amount
has been coming from outside the provincd P

A.~+I do not understand.

Q.—I am asking whether you consider that to the extamt
the quantity has been reduced asa result of this policy, the
actnal consumption also has been reduced ?

A.—Not in all cases, but to some extent.

Q.—You want that smuggling should be stopped ?
A.—Certainly, anq smugglers should be punished.
Q.~—TFor this you have suggested 2 remedies that the smug-

glers should be very cavefully punished as also the mahaldars.
A.—Yes.

Q.—Perhaps, you will add that we should strengthen the
preventive staff ? :

A.—I am not in favour of it.

Q.—What do you think of the preventive staff? Are they
corrupt ? . : :

A.—Ido not know about that, bug pdople think them fo

be so.

Q.—Yon say that i regard to both district staff and the
preventive staft ?

A.—The general public do not distinguish ' between the
district and the preventive staff. Similarly, also; the people say
g0 many things against the police.

Q.—So you do not think that even if you strengthen the
stalfl you can gain anything ? .

A.—TIt will not help. - )

Q.—You kriow nothing about the special preventive staff ?

A.—1 have no idea. _ '

Mr. ROFFEY :—How do you propose to stop smuggling ?

A.—There should be sterner legislation. ‘

Q —You have to eitéh these simugglers first béfore you
bring them under legislation. My question is how do you
propose to cateh them with the sameé staff P .

A.—1 cannot "say. o

Srrsur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :—Tkese opium-
eaters are fond of converting others? -

A.—Yes. Especially in regard to smoking, they sit togethar
in a den, and they smoke more opium. . .

" Q —Do you try to report against them ?

A.—But it will be diflicult to prove.
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¥
|
? Q.—~You are hasring more of smuggliag eases since the year
1029, or did you hear of them beford that year ? .

A—Only for the last thees or fuur years. |

Q.—Sinve this special preventive staff iras infrodneed in the
year 1029, are you hearing more of ‘these detection easés, or
hnte you been Learing of it even hefore the appointment of
the stafl. :

A.—1 cannot say that definitely.

Q.14 is contended that there was morasmuggling iv the
previous years than after the introduction of the special staff.
Do you hear of these cases because of this staff P

A—~Yes, that may be tha reason,

Sn1svr ROHINI KUMAR QHAUDHURY : —1f {t be found
beneficial, have yon any objection to increase the presentive
staff, -

A—To hring in good result, certainly.

No. 17. T

The Committee then cxamined t~—

Rar Bamapur PADMA NATH GOHAIN BARUA,

Q.~—Do you approve of the present policy ?

A.—TYes, it is a success, and I wish it to be continued,

Q.—Aro you not nfraid that the policy may be defeated by
smuggling from ontside ?

A.—T do not think so,

Q —Have you ony idea of any smuggling in this district ?

A~ bave only heard of it, but T have not. come acrass any
smuggling cases.  Lhat is the information I gof as an editor of &
pajer. ,

Q —You think that smuggling Iins provented the success
of this policy ? . .

A.—No, it hay provented many peoplo from faking opium
and I have received much information, as I am connected with
the paper. ot

. Q@—Tou believe also that thore are many people whe bave
given up opium-eating on account of these siringent measures ?

A—Yes,

Lxamined by Rax Bansnur NILAMBAR DATTA -~

Q.—Are you in favour of opening the rogisier to unregis-
{ered opium-eatars ? ! ’
A.—No. '

.
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Q —Do you think they are paying cxorbitant ‘rates f01 bu
ing their rations from mahaldars 7 -

A.~—Thoy may.be paying higher rates than the treasury
price, but I do not think there are many unrcolsteled consumers =
Q.—In headquarters ? - :

A.—DBoth in headquarters and in‘villages. There is no con-
siderable number of unregistered consumers. ‘

Q.—Do you go to the Behali side onco or twice a year?

A.—¥Xcs. T am connected with the nllaﬂe people thlough
the organ of the mowspaper.

Q.—Have you visited Bechali side ?
A.—7Yes, I have visited many times.
. Q.—Don’t you think it will glve 1e11ef to the poor people i
we open the register ?
A.—1 do not think so. ‘There are no such persons requiring
to have their names registered,
Q.—What is the source of your information ?
A.—Because I do not know of any unregistered consumers.
I bave not heard of any such. :
Q.—Do you know Ram Prasad Aoarwahn, a leadmg mer-
chant of the place ? :
A.—Yes,
Q.—Trom his evidence, I may tell you that there are 25 per.
cont, unregistered opium-eaters in the Biswanath locality ? .
A.—I do not know, |but I can say that it must be much
fewer.
" Q.—Have you any genuine information on. that pomﬁ ‘and
have you any personal knowledwe ?
A.—My information, is based on the contubuhons to my'
newspaper.
Examined by Mavravi ABDUR RAHIM CHAUDHURY ==
Q.—You] have said you have got no mfmmatlon about
smuggling. Some people have said™ before us, including.. the,
Excise staff, that smuggling 1s gomg on_to a great extent DO“

you _believe that ? ,,
- " A.—I do not believe it. My information is that smug vlmg

was going on when poppy cultivation was stopped in 1858 At
the beginning we exported oplum and did not import it. :

Q.—Have you information of -any other- Cases’ of- smugghno
than thoss that have been detected ?

A.—1 do not know.
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Q.—What is your opinion about shortweight ?

A.—Tt is iojurious to the people and I hear of this also.

Q~—How can you stop it ? !

A.~—Of course the department is best'known to be the best
adrisers. As for me, I wonder how it can exist in the faceof o
strong Excise staff and the so-called preventivo staff.

Examined by $r1sur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :—
Q.—You were a moember of the Legislative Council ?
A.—Yes.

Q.—85mo time you were one of the prominent public men
in Assam ? '
A.—The public knows whether I was & public man or not.

I cannot say.

Q.—Are you the cditor of o paper for a long time ?

A—Yes

Q.—After considering all the facts that have come to your
knowledge, you are of opinion that this policy ought to continue ?

A.—Yes.

Q.~You say thatit will be advisable for Government to
continue the policy ?

A —~—Yes.

Q.~That is your considered opinion ?

A.~ It is my considered opinion.

Q.~—Now-a-days some people say that opiam-eaters have not
been ablo to purchase even tho ration whieh you allow them
licitly, beeause they have no money to purchase it and they aro
getting on without it on scoownt of cconomic depression, What
do you' think of the suggestion that taking advauntage of the
cconomic depression you should immedintely stop opium except
In cdses of persons wlhoare vory old and of those who require it
for their health ?

A.—Tt may bo a hardship for soms time, but thern is no
danger to lifo. ~ As for instnce, you can see the cases of persons
vho are convicted and who get no apium in the joils, T am o
Jail visitor and T have questioned them on opium-eating. They
told me that for o weok or so, thoy felt some uncasiness but after
that they go to work,

Q.—Yousay that it would bo great mistake to throw open
the register ?

A~Yes.



202

.NO- 18 oo ST, "" 4 e '- a
The . Committee .then examined ' Maviave N A AZTZ,

B. Sc., Nurbari Tea Estate. Co et R
.- CHAIRMAN :—Have you. seen f,hg questionnaire ?

. A.—Yes, but I'want to speak- only on- three magters out of
it. : CoL e T o T e e T )
Q —What ig that? -~ -~ - . . ool
A.—The first would be, whether the pass system.is adequate
and whether it answers the purpose. I consider that. the present
opium policy is not adequats. It does not achieve the purpose
for which it has been crcated. Firstly, the veteran opiam-eaters
do not get their full ration, and, secondly, some clever people
awmongst them incite other pcople who are non-opinm-eaters and
#ho apply for passes, and thus they secure passes and “make up
for the deficiency in their own quantity. Nextly, when the pass
system was introduced, the opium-eaters underestimated their
consumption for fear that passes might be relused .their full
amount and some of them did not even apply for passes, thinking
they may be refused. There were about one per cent. of opium-
eaters who thought that the habit was a degrading one.-
'CHAIRMAN :—Are you speaking generally or’are you
speaking about your tea estate ? : ' -
A.—1I am speaking for all Assam. My home is at Jorhat.
These people take opium secretly, and they do not apply for
passes at all. As for the present pass system, it has™ not .serve
the purpose for which it was brought into being, because they
could not get their full ration. Besides, also it results i the fall
of revenue, and it is only acut in the Governmen} revenud
and not a cut in the consumption of opium. The present opium
which they get by passes does not last them for 15 days, and
for the remaining period of 15 days they take recourse to
smuggled opium or opium got otherwise. There are three
sources—first, the savings by shortweight, secondly, smuggled
opium and thirdly, opium from non-eaters. '
. Now I am going to assert that the pass system should be
abolished ; I want that it should be brought into line with Bihar
aud Bengal, and that there should be no pass system. . .-
Q.—You suggest that opium should be given freely.?. . .- .
‘A.—Yes, whoever wants should have opium.- It is nob
certainly worse than the gasja habit. | _ o
- Q.—Would you advocate people taking ganja, because you
say, opium babit is not very bad P
. A.—Smoking and drinking are very bad.
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Q —We need nof;have a* disoussion now about the opium
Wabit 8 n 5y g cor 1 1 g
Z Ai—1 am only saying that' opium habibiis only like all
alhaloids. 40 oL o 0
- Q—If your son takep opium, would you preveat him
A~T would preventhim fromsmuggling. -
Q —You won'tsforce him to give up opium if he takes it ?
A —Yes, it is an alkaloid.
Q —You mean that it does harm aud that you jwon’t pre-
Vcnf' JOULSONL ; fy ingf, 4ot
A~ will prévent my son.
Q —But you will allow all others to take it ?

. A~—My point js this : my grandiather was an addiet of
pium,  At! that® time thete was no pabs bystem. Now, who
provented us from taking opium ? It was eduecation I got
ducation and I koow that the hsbit is,bad. So mahe your
plimaty, educatjon compulsory and then opium wiil disappear,

Mr. DAWSON :—You say that the pass system hére should
0 doneIaway/ with @nd: that conditivns here should be as
o Bilar and Bengal? Do jou know that in Bengal the
ondeney is fo introduce passes? Duringlihe last 18 months,
hey havo introduced the pass system in Cacuttn and Hooghly,
A —If so, they will have the same bii{er result as we have.
CHAIRMAN —Perhaps the whols of India will soon be
oming in for the pass systom which bas been recommetided by
he League of Nations Do ,ou think that in that state of affairs
t is wise for you to follow your advice, or shonld we not follow
tho advico of clever heads of the whole world ?
(No nnswer.) H o
Srrsur MAHENDRA NATH GOHAIN :~Do yez consider
hat opium is good to the people of Assam ?
A—No. | -
Q.—What means would you adopt fo abolisk <2
A~ T haye said that education is the only ==,
Q—How long will it take to educate tk= pec
A.—~Tt is up to Govornment, and if
nade compulsory then in five years' time 2 vt
Q.~Have you any idea of compulery prizsry elnsatis
A~—Yes,
Q~—Tt is easy to introduce it ; &3 yom 2%
A —TIf t} at 1 2o Zp - e TUTT
ot ot ie nan that introduce. & & —m=y rrozz i

I

3
"

{



204
Q.—That is a question of ©ifs *." “Will you take it from
that I did :}c;tually try to introduce compﬁlsory education l:ll]lg
had to-abancon the idea as I did not get proper support. Do you
think that compulsory education is an easy matter P

A.~In a very short time yoir will“have an independent
Government for yourself, and you'can do what you like, -

Q.—Are you-a member of the Tezpur Sub-Comuiittes of the
Tea Association ? i EEEE

A.—Yes. ’ I S

3 ( . A

Q.—Were you present with them when they ‘discussed this
subject ? Lot

A.~—Yes SRR

. . . IR -
Q.—Did you put forward these views. before them ?
-An'—YeS. o { T

Q.—And they agreed with you.? : -~ .o

A.—Yes. Mr. Metcalfe asked me to see ‘you' and present
my viows before the Committee. - st

Sgiyur BRINDABAN CHAN DR{} GOSWAMI :—You

say that opium is an evil thing ? ‘
A.—Yes. L '
" Q.—As also all alkaloids ¢
A.—Yes.

Q.—What do you think about whisky ?

A.—Tt is an alecohol. ‘

Q.—What is n alkaloid ?

A.—Quinine for instance is an alkaloid.

Q.—Drinking of liguor is a vice. Isif not ?

A.—Yes.

Q.—And taking of opium is also a viee ?
-  A.—Yes. I would say, smoking of ganje is also a vice, and
amongst the three, the worst is gazja.

Q.—The only panacea to wipe out this habit is educatios
according to you P

A.—Yes.

Q.—Do you know that this liquor habit which you call ¢
vice is prevalent amongst the educated people ?

A.—They are pseudo-educationists. '

Q.—Do you know the percentage of literacy in England ?

A.—Yes, practically all are literact.
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Q —TIs it not a fact that the, drink vice is prevalent there
also ? . e -

A —But in England they drink liquor when they give a
torst. 1n regard to our people if you teach them to give a toast,
the mullas will give us a chastisement, and they will' excommu-

nicatn us. 3 ! o p
, Q.—~Wonld you substitute opium by anything P "
* A —T1 would suggest no sabstitute. .
. Q.—80 you sy that if you have primary education it will do
away with the vice of opiom ? '
(o Ao—~Tes. ; v

1

-Q.—In spite of the fact that high edncation in other places

has not been able to do away with such vice as liguor ?
1A.—1t'is not the fault of education. There the people want
1o have it and it is a question of their own line. For insfance,
Mr. Gandhi went to Englond. He took nothing that hewused
not to tako in India. ’
QDo you know of instances of literate people smeking
ganja.
A.—I do not know ; I have not come across literate pgople
smoking gasfa, but they smoke bir1s and cigarettes, '

Ottt

No, 19,

'

The Committee next examined—
Srryyr BHADRAKANTA SARMA of Mangaldai,
Examined by Seryor ROHINI KUMAR OHAUDHURI i~

" Q-—~How old are you ?
A~~1 am 27.
Q.—What is your professisn ? !
A.—I am businessman.
Q.~Aroyou a graduate ?
A—~No.

Q~—How far did
o id you read up to ?

Q —Havo you n shop ?

A.—1 liavo a photographic shop.

Q- —Wero you a lesseo at one time ?

A~~No.
mcnl??wvo you know the present opium policy of the Go
A~Yes,
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Q.—Do you think it is a suecess ? \
A.—It is a success at least in my subdivision. .

Q.—TIs there a lnrge number of unregistered opium-eaters in
your subdivision ? s

A.—There were some, but there are none now.

3

Q.—Ts thore smuggling in your subdivision® And do, you

know that contraband is coming in ?

A.—Belare the pass system was introduced, we' heard that
there was smugsling of contraband opinm ; these men used to
take opium from Conch Behar and from the TEastern Frontier,
and from Tangla to North Lakhimpur ; some men were detected
bul no local smuggler was detected there., DMen were detected
with opium in their possession, but none were detected selling
opium there.

Q.—You think thal the opium was intended for Upper
Assam ?

A.—TYes, especially in the garden areas of Upper Assam.

Q.—Do you think that the register should be thrown open
now ? : r
A.—No, on the other hand, T am for total prohibition now.

Q.—Don't you think that it will cause great hardship if you
stop opium at once ?

A.—TIt will cause some hardship to the old people, but not
in the least to young people.

Q.—TIs that the feeling of all young men like yourself ?

A.—That is the feeling of my subdivision.

Q.—IIow do you know that ?

A.—Belore T came here, I went to some eight mabaldars
and the people there. They all requested me to represent their
case which is that if Government did not give them any opium
they would not take opium, and thereby they would be saved.

Mz. ROFFEY :(—

Q.—Did the mahaldars tell you that ?

A.—I met the opium-eaters in the shops.

Srrsur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :—Don’t you
think that if opium is abolished, opium consumers would go and
take smuggled opium ?

A.—Then detection would become easier, because it is only

muggled opium that we have to stop. .
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+  (—What do the opinin constmers th'eu'JSel%gs(ﬁuy ? Do tlfey
oxpiess a desire to refrain from their habit ?° R

A —Yes, they'are ready to' give it up, ‘they want that there
should he mo “opuim available aud ‘then they say they-will ant
tave opinm  They say that if it be issved by Government, they
will not-, be, able Yo 'stand; the tmptation. + If rGovernment
vemoves the temptation, they would willingly make up their

winds and leave the habit. -, P
Mz, DAWSON :—Are " you speahing for the ivhole of
Assam ? Lo

.« A.—T1 am sponking at least for my subdivision, t— )}

Srrpr ROEINT KUMAR CHAUDHURI :~Why do'theen
opium-eaters want to give up opium now ? .

A.—They have realised that the cause of their misery is
only opium. Also, at the present moment, on account df econo-
mic depression, they find, that their position is getting more and
wmore miserable. Some Zenizs have sold theiv small holdings
and have nothing to live upon. ot

Examined. by Mavravr :ABDUR RAHIM OHAUDHU-
RY t—

Q.—~WWhat is the opinion of the mahaldars,? « /...

A.—~T consulted the mahaldars and some ez-mahaldars. The
er-mahaldars say that opium is a vice as also the selling of
opium. They also told me how they gave shortweight. I am
sorry I cannot give any nomes. They say they are” not gaining
any money, and what they get by shorf-weight sales they are
unable to scll now. One of my young class mates, a mahaldar,
sold opium for less than the price of the treasury oprum, that is
for Ro. L8, N

Q-—Do you think that therc is any section of the people
which likes that oplum should remain ?

A~There ave many veteran smugglers and those who make
wmoney from opium they get; in the town there are two or three
peaple lihe that. Except those self-secking men no one wan's
that opium should remain, I can say that so far as my subdiv”
sion is conecerned, this is the public opinion.

Q-—As regnrds short-weight sales vo that £
woholdars ndmit that ? B & you eay i

A~Yes. . ¢ -

Q—~Can you suggest any remedy how to sfop it ¢

A.~—You havo to stir up the Extise officers. 1647
ablo ta stop it, this only proves their inability =
situation, They Lnow it, and vot T wander

>3

e
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fostop it. You may also engage the Op T
Department to watch the mahalgagq iminal Investlgatmn

Examined by RAT Bauapur NILAMBAR DATTA — .
Jcém 0(6;;, ;—You have come here to convey the request of the
i i ;—;ﬁ t}rll:l;)igpga maha]da,rs and this is the opinion of the

Q.—You know that there are 17 maha, s in your subd ivision
and out of these you visited only 8 ?

A.—Yes,

Q.—Have you any idea of the total consumption of opium,
in Mangaldai subdivision ?

A.—Yes, last year, it was most probably more than 17
maunds ; in 1928-29, it was 44 maunds.

Q.——Wha.t is it at present ?

A.—It may be less than 17 maunds,

Q.—That gives an average of a maund for a mahal ?

A.—~Yes, about that. ’
o Q. P_I want to correct yon by telling you that it is 1 maund

seers

A.—Yes, it may be so.

Q.—Coming to short-weight, it is universal in your subdivi-
sion P

A.—Tt is universal. . /

Q.—Why do they give shortweight ?

A.—Because they must have some money and they must
make some profit.

Q.—What profit do they make by giving shortweight ?

A.—Formerly, they used to sell at from 4 to 6 rupees per
tola to unregistered consumers; now it has gone down from
Re. 1-8 to Rs. 3.

Q.—Do you know that the treasnry rate is Rs. 2.

A —Yes, the mahaldars have to sell the opium that they geb

by sho1twe1ght at any price that they can get.

Q.—Is the decreased price due to economic depression ?

A.—Yes. '

Q.—Do the opium-eaters, so far as then* ration has been cuf
down by this policy, make up the difference by illicit pumhases,

or have they reduced ‘the quantity gradually ?
A.—1T have no information that the consumers-make ap theil

rations from illicit sources. ‘
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Q.~1hen’ frgm what pourge do von-lmse yout evidepco
which you gave before us that the opium habit could bp stopped
at once P e

A.~T say that because they ape nof taking illigjt opium and
Jam cony@u}:ed tha{ they have given it up gradually. ,

~Have you known of people who have givén if upip

your subdiyision ? . , ~

¢ A—Inmy Yi}lage there ore five Lanias of Wh&;n o ara
about 70 gfj:fug of'sge and onb is about 80, * 1hé dldest man nved
to takd £ 1ofts uk Tho beginting of the pass sydtem’ buk now ho
is taking only 1% tolws. I know him and I'can say thathéls
not"hayin}t dny illet opium. ’

. Q-1bihat yotir only source of informnti?: on which you
‘basd Yo at reply that opidm halitt can bd checked

A~—That js not the only source. I shouid like to ﬁei_l tho
Commhittée that fx‘o&n(‘lﬁ)Zl, We are trying to thEck tHiy'habif.
In that conncetion, we have come across various pdofile, and When
v visit viltaltS wo come in touch with kenige, ’

Q.—Aro you a momber of ahy temporance association? Do
you go and preadii ? '

A,—Sometimes we go and advise these kantas.

Q.—When did you go last ?

A.~—Lost month I attended n meeting convened by the
Barthagurbari Sadhini Sabha T think that is tho name. They
jcalied the meeting and I attonded 1t

Q —At present you are of the opinion that the Goyernmaent
cut of 10 per cent. for the noxt five years should be continued ?

A.~If the Habit cannot be totally abolishad, tlie cut should
be continued, |

Q —Do y6éu’ babo your belief on any other reason for which
you think that this opium habit can be driven away from oulr
Jprovines ?

A~TWo have got lots of ovidence that pricohers are mot
faking tpfumih the joilss Byen p veteran fanfe, when ho goes
to prison, has $o givd it up I should likd o tell you horo that
most.of the thjoves prp Fanias.

Qa~1Woultl youdalo it from mo that I om mysclf o visitar
of tho Dihengarh Joil far the Jast 10 yoars and I find soarce'y
3 Aamia in the 32l ?

A ~~Tliat ma¥ ot Dibtugarh.
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Exan‘){;xglnlz)i Sr1Jur  BRINDABAN CHANDRA GOS-
Q.—7You have mixed with villagers ?
A.—T always mix with them, -
ImbitQ}U).»”.You say thal many opium-caters have given up the
A.—TYecs, even the pass-holders.
Q.—Iave you come across any casss where these people

imyte ?nh'ezuly given up the habit, but have again taken recourse
01 :

A.—No, in 1921, wa had great trouble in inducing a boy of
about 18 years of age to give up the opinm habit ; when he went
;)u{, of the jail ho was forced to give up tlo habit. Ile is now in

own. ,

Q.—ITave you come across any other instances where people
havegiven it up but have again taken to it P

A.—1T can givo you another case where a man took 1% folas
but later on he gave up the habit.

AMRr. ROFIFEY :—You say that pass-holders also gave if
up ?

A~TYes.

Q.~—Ilow many?

A.—1T have three instances.

Q.~—Are they recent instances ?

A.—T think it is last year, most probably, an old man of 70
also gave it up.

Q.—What became of their passes ?

A .—1ost probably, they have surrendered their passes.

Q.—Or could they have given it for the purpose of sale ?

A.—1I do not think so, They know it is a very dangerous
business. , ;
Sr1yur MAHENDRA NATH GOHAIN :—Do you repre-
sent any association P .

A.—Actually I do not represent any association, but I took
the view of many leading men of the town before I came.

Q.— Can you tell us why we have been denied the honour of
any elderly people coming and giving evidence before -us ?

A.—1I think the fact of the Committee visiting Tezpur has
not been widely published. I came to know of it, and went to
the clerk in the Excise office and tho result is, I am called.

}
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! The kanias whem I"consnlted told me that they were unable to
! maintain their family and they wanted that the price should be
d Towered, !
Q~1In that case, they donot want thaf opium should go #

A —No, T was going to say that not being able to find funds
¢ for purchasing their full ration they had to give up iaking a
portion of if, and they find it very easy now to give up tho habit
i altogether, -
! Q~—~You have mentioned before us only a few such instances.
T think about 8. '
{ " A.~If T ehquire, I can produce even more.
’ Q—Are there any unregistercd consumers in your suh-
division P
f A.—1 do not hnow. Most probably, there are none,
Q —~What is the source of your information ? )

A.—There is ono mahaldar who is my class friend. I was
speahing to him and he told me this,

' Q.—You nlsb said that tho mahaldars confided their sccrets
to you. Did they tell you whom they sold their surplus to®

A.—2Most probably mostly to non-#amas and to Nepalis.
Q —Is it for their consumption P

" A.~No, for export.
Q~Is thero no smuggling in your subdivision ?

it A —Certainly, but nof as much as ropresonted by the Ixoiso
staff,

Q.—You think, the smuggled opium is intended for export ?

A~—~Yes. .

Q~~How da you say so?

A~This is an open scoret and eversbody at Mangalda
knows (hat opinm saved by mahaldars is sent to ten gordons in
Upper Assam,

v, 13 g1
Lxamined by Mz. DATWSON 1—

.. Q—~Wheredo you live? Do you live in Mazzidal &b
division

A —Yes.

Q.—In what part ?

A—My home is two milok from Yo%l fown

-
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Q.—VWhere liave you got your bitsiness P - "
A.—In Mangaldai T have a shop.

Q.~Ts it a big business ?

A.—Not very big.

Q.~Mow do you manage {o tour so much P
A.—1I amcalled by people oulside to take photographs and

as a malter of 1act, I remain on tour, on an average, for about 2
out of 30 days in the month. :

Q.—You said that most probably there were no unregistered
consan-ers in that st.hdivision, I havo got a statement sent tome
by the Fubdivisirnal Officer in which hie says thnt the number of
uhregistered consumers in tle subdivision would probably be
about 500.

A.=That is only a staiement.
Q.—7Yov are also making a statement.

A.—T have got information [rom the people, I enquired in
the 7 or § mahals that not a single Zanic nor villager told mo
that there ave unregistercd consumers. I would bave known if
there were nnregistered consunuers,

Mrn. ROYYEY :—Dut they wovld not bave told you if you
are a welfare worker ?

Mnr. DAWSON :—Yvyaosud that you have a friend who is
a mahaldar ?

A.’_‘YOSs

Q.—Did you cver apply for a lease ?

A,—No, I consider this business is bad.

KA BATADTR NILAMBAR DATTA :—Did you receive a
copy of the questionnaire from the Subdivisional Officer ?

A.—Yes, )

Q. —Why did you mot give & written statemerit ? '

A.—1I Aid not know that T had to give written statement.

Q.—How do you know that this, visit of the Comumittee
published to interested persons ? ’ ' !

A —Tven the Chairman of the Local Board told me.that ke,
had no information. I saw most of the plerders there and none
of them knew anything about it. M. Rajkhowa told me that

Exci g 5 d give evidence
he was asked by the BExcise Inspector to come an ve |
" but he did‘ nob ‘zom‘e here bécause. he was.not directly invited.
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No.20 * ¢ .
The Committee next examined 3— !

(i) Mauravi MIR BAKAR ALT, Local Board Aember,
(i) Srigur P. C. CHAUDHAURI, Mauzadar.

(6si) Swraut THANESWAR BARUS, Local Bomd Membor;
Bebali,

Tehmided by Smwor ROHINT KUMAR "CHAU-
DHURL:—

Sruyur P. 0. CHAUDHURI:—The present policy has
not been a success, bocause opium-eaters are gatting their
requitements in spite of Government’s intention o cut it down.
They get their supply fiom the mahaldar apd from outside
from ,eputeahand sources, from short-weight sales, from sthe
mahaldars aho get opinm and sell at a high price. They sall,
it even up to Rs 8o tolr I cannot say what the price is at
preserit ~ Opium which is sold by “persons other than the ™ Tnahal-
dnrs looks generally hike treasury opium and is sold by Nepalis.
One outcome of the policy is that younger persons havenot taken
to this habit.

Q.—1tf would be & good thing if the cut be nbolished and
bence no opium from any source is available ?

A.—1 do vot think this could be abolished.

Mavrpavi MIR BAKAR ALI:—It is desirable to reduce
opium Lradually and as n matter of fact, opium is not being sold
now a9 it used to bu done ; nor is itboing consumed as it used to
be consumed. I recommend a reduction in the number of opium
shops My information is that smuggled opium is generally
disposelliof in plrcesnear the hifllsbut not In the town or in’ the
ncighbouring places. Inthe town I think only the surplos is
sald. ~ This ration should Dbe gradually reduced and the yelicy
cgn?n;cdd for the noxt five years, so that oplam habit Woll{&o bo
abolishe :

. Srupr T, C. CHAUDHURI :—Those who nre now taling
opiem, I mean the unregistered consumers, arg getting ther
supply without taking opuam licenses. I, therefore, consider
it befter to bring them into the rvegistor and to gromt them
passes, In my opiniun there iv no other alternative. Theso!
poople Iy e topay very high prices, and since wo cannot stop
smugsling the register chould be perpetually hept open.  To pre-¢
vent short-weight sales, you can introduce opium in pill form.

for smuggling of forcign opium you should keep & strict watch
ond inflict detorrent pumshment to the smugglers,
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Q.—Viere liave you got your business p - "

A.—In Mangaldai T have a shop,

Q.~1TIs it a hig business P

A.—Not very big.

Q.—How do you manage to tour so much P
A.~T am called by people outside to take photographs and

as a maliter of 1act, I remain on tour, on an average, for about 23
out of 30 days in {he month, :

Q.—You said that most probahly there were no unregistered
consumers in that si.bdivision. I have got a statement sent toms
by the Fubdivisirnal Officer in which he says that the number of
uhregistered consumers in tle subdivision would probably be
about 500.

A ~That is only a statement.
Q.—Yov arc alse waking a slatenient.

A.—T have got information from the people, I enquired in
the 7 or 8 mahals that not a single kanic mor villager told mo
that there are unregistered consumers, I would have known if
there were unregistered consunsers, ,

MR, ROYTEY :— But they would not Lave told you if you
arc a wellare worker ?

MRr. DAWSON :—Yyaosud that you have a friend who is
a mahaldar ?

Ao'_"‘lTGSt

Q.—Did vou ever apply for a lease ?

A.,—No, I consider this business is bad.

KAt BaTADUR NJLAMBAR DATTA :—Did you reveive a
copy of the questionnaire from the Subdivisional Officer P-

A.—Yes. ]

Q.—Wby did you mot give & written statement P*

A.—Iid not know that I had to give a w“rit‘tezi;s’t'a’kez_nen,t.f ,

Q.—How do you know that this, visit of the Committee
published to interested persons ? ~ 1

A.—TFven the Chairman of the Local Board told me.that he,
had no information. I saw miost of the plerders there and none
of them knew anything about it. Mr. Rajkhowa told me that

he was asked by the Excise Inspector to come and give evidence
- but he did not come here because. he wasnot directly invited.
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No. 20 - - Q

The C;)mmittee next examined :— !
() Mauzavi MIR BAKAR ALY, Local Board Member,
(i9) Swigor P. C. OHAUDHURI, Mauzadar.

(#ii) Srpaur THANESWAR BARTUA, Local Board Membor;
Bebali,

Tighiided by Srwur ROMINI KUMAR "OHATU.
DHURI :— :

Srrrur P. 0. CHAUDHURI:—The present policy has
not been & success, bocause opium-eaters ave getting their
requirements in spite of Government’s intention to out it down.
They get their supp'y fiom the mabaldar ard from cutside
from cputenband ‘sources, from short-weght sales, from ,the
mahaldars who get opinm and sell at a high price. They sall,
it even up to Rs. B8 a toly. I cannot say what the price is ab
present. ~ Opium which Is sold by persons other than the “mahal-
dars looks generally like treasury opium and is sold by Nepalis.
One outcomo of the policy is that younger persons hava not taken
to this habit.

Q.—T1t would he a good thing if the cut be abolished and
benee no opium from any source is available ?

A.—I do not think this could be abolished.

Mavravi MIR BAKAR ALIL:—It is desirable to reduce
opium tradually and as o matter of fact, opium is nct being sold
now as it red’'to bu done; nor is it boing consumed as it used to
be consumed, I recommend a reduction in the number of opiom
shops. My information is that smuggled opium is generally
disposeiiof.in places'riear the hifls Dt not in the town or in the
neighbouring places. Inthe town.I think only tho surplos is-
sold. Phis ration should bo gradually reduced and tha policy
continued for the next five years, sq that opium babit would bo
abolished. Cooni

Srisur P, C. CHAUDHURI :—Those who are now iaking
opivm, I mean the unregistered o 1ers, are getting therr
supply without taking opium licenses. I, fhercfore, consider
it betder 10 bting thom into the register and to grant them_
passes. In my opinion tbere i8 no other alternntive, Theso!
poople Iigve topay very higl prices, and since wo canuof stop
smuggling the register should be perpetually kept open.  To prest
vent short-weight sales, you can introduce opium in pill form,

for smuggling of forcign opium you should keep & strict watch
nnd inffict deterrent punishment (o the smugglers.

—

?
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Q.=Wliete have you got youtr biisihess P
A.—In Mahgaldai T have a shop.
Q=13 ita big business ? - - -
A.—Not very big.
Q.—How do you manage to tour so much P
"A.—T amcalled by people outside to take photographs and

as a matter of 1act, I remain on tour, on an average, for-about 23
out of 30 days in the month. . F

Q-—You said that most probably there were no unregistered
consuners in that stbdivision. I have gof a statement sent tome
by the fubdivisirnal Officer in which he says that the number of
uhregistered consumers in the subdivision would probably be
about £00. )

A —=That is only a statement.

Q.—Yov afe also waking a slatement. . = -

A.—1 have got information froni the people, I enguired in
the 7 or 8 mahals that not a single Zanie _mer villager told me
that there are unregistered consumers, I would have known if
there were unregistered consumers, i

MWr. ROFTEY :~But they weuld not bave.told you if you
are a welfare worker ? ;

MRr. DAWSON :—Yyaosud that you have a friend who is
a mahaldar ?

A.—Yes.

'Q=Did vou ever apply for a lease ?

A,—No, I consider this business is bad.

Bir Barapur NILAMBAR DATTA :—Did you receive a
copy of the questionnaire from the Subdivisional Officer ?-
A.—Yes. )
Q=W by did you mot give & written statemert P

A.—1 did not know that T had to give a Writ‘teﬁgs't,a'tement.i y
Q.—How do you know that this, visit of the Committee
pablished to interested persons P - ,
A.—Even the Chairman of the Local Board told me.that-he,
had no information. I saw most of the plerders there and none
of them knew anything aboutit. Mr. Rajkhowa told me that

he was asked by the Excise Inspector to come and give evidence
- but he did not cornve here because. te Wwasnot directly invited.

t
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The Committee next examined :—
() Mauravi MIR BAKAR ALY, Local Board Member,
(¢)) Srrzur P. C. CHAUDHURI, Mauzadar.

(¢3i) Snraur THANLSWAR BARUS, Local Boaid Membor,
Bebali,

Fxhmined by Bmwur ROHMINI KUMAR OHATU.
DHURI:~

S8ruyur P. 0. CHAUDHURI:—The present policy has
not been & success, bocause opium-eaters are getting their
requirements in spite of Government’s intention to out it down.
They get their supply from the mabaldar apd from outside
from cbutrahand sourcoes, from shori-werght eales, from ihe
mahaldars who get opium and seil at a high prnice. They sall,
it even up to Rs 8 a tolr. I cannot say what the price is at
presetit. ~ Opium ‘which is sold by ‘persons other than the” mahal-
tinrs looks gencrally like treasury opium and is sold by Nepalis.
One outcoma of the policy is that younger persons have not taken
to this habit.

Q.—1Tt would be a good thing if the cut be abolished and
hence no opium from any source 15 available ?

Ac—1 do not think this could be abolished.

Mavravi MIR BAKAR ALI:—It is desirable to reduce
opium gradually and asa matter of fact, opium is not being sold
now as it weed to be done; nor is it boing eonsumed as it used to
be consumed. I rrcommend a reduction in thonumber of opium
shops. My information is that smugglel opium is generally
dispbseiliof in places'néar the hiflsbut not in the town or in the
neighbouring places. Inthe town T think only tho surples is-
sold. T'his ration should bo gradually reduced and the policy
continucd for the noxt five years, so that opium habit \vouﬁ) bo
abolished [ ! -

Srwor P. C. CHAUDHURI :—Those who are nowv faking
opivm, I mean the unregistered consumers, arg getting their
supply without taking opium licenses. I, fhercfore, _consider
it bether to bring them into tho registor and to grant them
passes. In my opinion there is no other alternniive. Theso:
poople bgve to pay very lugh prices, sud since we cannot stop
smugshing the register chould be perpetually kept open.  To pres
vent short-weight sales, you can introduce opinm In pill form
As for smuggeling of forcign opium you shoul({l %eep a strict

and inflict” deterrent punishinent {o thoe smugglers. ’

!

B
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CITATRMAN (To ‘'lhaneswar Barua)—Have you read the
questionnairel?

Srur MIIANESWAR BARTUA :(—Yes.

Q —You know the opium policy of the Government ?

A.—Yes, x .

Q.—1n your opinion, is it a sucress ora failure ? |

A.—It is a success, becanse it has stopped t1e younger gene-
ration from taking opium. . °

Q —Do you know of anybody who has given up opium on

account of the stringent rules ?

A.—7Yeos.

Q.—Where do you come from ?

A.—TFrom Behali. . .

Q.—Can you teil me how many you know that have given up
opiam ? '

A —1I know of about 50. These were opiurﬁ-eaters to whom
passes were granted. , .

Q —You think that there is not much smuggling going on
in Behali circle ? .

- A.—Not much.

Q —Or could it be that there is a demand for smuggled opi-
um which is nct detected ?

A.—T do not think there is much smuggling.

Q.—How many unregistered consumers would there be ?

A.—They are very few.
. Q ~——These few people, do you think, are buying opium from
the mabaldars or from the smugglers ?
A.—TFrom the smugglers.
Q.—They are not buying it from the mahaldars ?
A.—T do not think so. -
Q.—Then there must be some smugglers ?

A.—Yes. They go from place to place and collect opium
from mahaldars and other people.
¢ Q.—Do you think they collect foreign opium or do they col-
lect treasury opinm P , ' :

1

A.—T cannot say.
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- Q. —Doyou think that-those- ‘panple’ who'! are’ taking-épiame.
without passes® ard being- 1u1ned by the high,” price nhey -havo
top'\y? s dgeee EERE ISR

i »A_-—-Yes, theyxm-a being - mmed s candoa sy

Q. ~You think- ﬁhere is a desice to give up thc Inb\t ?

PR 1Yp4 thiby eipress tho desire to gw’e it“ap, s

Q.~You are not afraid that il the pohcy 1s coutmued 1&
would fail ?

A1 think the present policy, if continped, wouhl be mors
succesqful o 1 h

Q—-Revardmn revlsters, do you w’m(‘. that tlxese opmm con-
sumers should be brought under the register ?

“aii'A 2-No, T do notlike, because, if new constimers ‘are-brought
into the rcmster, Lam afroid that other people who do ' not tako
opium will Lalso come in to register themsclves. e

Q~—What i Is your COBSKILI‘E(I opuuun 7 Y
AT think'the tc'f’xster should hot bé opcned
wb QI-AY 6y wanit'them! to'let: them ‘suffer like that ¥ | ,
A.—THow long will they suffer ? They will nét sulffer vcry
long.; they will ceusa‘suﬂ"crmﬂ very soon and they will be hcalth)

Q—Wlll they not go a long W'ly ‘to buy opium from the
smugglers ? C ooty

s A—No, thoy,won't takc,the trouble ot‘ seekm" for: smngg]ers
to get opium, PERTERIAY

Exomined by Rax Basapue NILAMBAR DATTA :—
« Q=-You are a landlord.of Belali? .

A—Yes, T°hivo some’labd.’ ER TN
Q—Huve you uny mougy -lending busmcss ? -~
.A.—-Nd Lt R O N e JEE R

Q.—Thero are 11 shops in tho I}clmh cxrolo P ) o
, 'A-Yos. _:!
~Q —And tho nvcmvc consnmphon is about 5 SBCI‘:? e, s
A~Yocs, LT e

Q.~Whero dotheso mahaldars sell their surplis \vluch thoy
get from short. «weight sales P - Haveyou any idea ?'. - |

A —Thcy sell i in vuuous Ways. R
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Q.—Do they sell it {o unregistered consumers ?
A.—Yes, they sell it to unregistered consume.s,

Q.—Is it a fact that there is a large number of unregisteted
constuumers in the Behali circle ¥ I may tell you that the evidence
which we have received before the Committee from responsible
officers of Government is that there is a large number-of opiua-
caters in that ¢irelo ? S

A.— T do not think so.
Q.—Yonu do not agree ? SR

i

A.—T do not agree. In my opinion, I do no’ consider that
there 1s a very large number.

Q.—In all these 11 shops how many unregistered. congumers
do you reckon ? ’ ,

A.—Hcew can T give the exact number.
Q.—Can vou give me the approximate number ?

A.—T cantot give you even an approximate numbers The
total will be very very small.

, Q.—Can you say whetherit is 5 or 10 per ceit. of the num-
ber of registered consumers ?

A .—It may be b per cent. or 10 per cent.

Q.—Have you any idea of the number of registeted vensum-
ers in that cirele ? o

A.—Yes, I think about 500 in Behali shop.

Q.—Then, ifit is 500 in Behali shop, 10 per eent: of itis 50°
So there are ab least 50 unregistered consumers-?

A.—May be. )

Q.—Then in the 11 shops, there will be 550 unregistered con-
gumexs ? Is that right ?

A .—The calculation is right.

—But all these unregistered consumers pay Itquily"qé you
say up to Bs: B-atola -to the .mehaldars for fhe-opitin ~they get
by shortweight ? PR

-~ AYes: R R
Q.—Don’t: you think it is avery ‘f.m‘ihm}'s -pé’l-iéy ?
A.—Yes. ot c e
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; ! Q. =Doydu like to stop it in'thednterests :of the poor vﬂ

lagers, nnd do yoR wxsh to’save thein from the *trouble?' [
1A ,I ODDSI[I(‘!.‘ that it 15,501; prnchole;xlel fo, étop that nll at

onge., , .5
1

JI . ,;mp), oot bre ‘,w(} g b T ..{

-—T'\ké it Tor| giintdd that wi w!ul give them' passed'and’
th(e ‘will “ba euubled to takd’opmm at Rs from theu- nugh«
bounug hhups pril " .
vl oo f e o fo Tt
AL —-—I do not agrea'hecause it; will be very (hmcul(:xtoqdutm--
guish who is an opiumieater and whd i is not.  In this opium! mat-
ter I' am\not in'favu ar of hclp\nr’ thens,” ¢« :
L] LS
n Mu. DAWSONx L Have you got any opl‘um shepvm Behuh
! A——N my brothér had onc.‘ . . . '
N - s . by
'Q, [‘or how muany yoars ?, ‘ Vv e sty
Pleote N sarw, ;e . L .

1 -——I‘or one year. . . !

, QP[JUT 1IBRI\DA.B‘XN CHANDRA GOSWAMI ——Werc
yon Jomtly with him | N .

A.—No, 2o

* 1 {fhe Committee then- adjourncd: to meet at Ganhati .
o'clock: On'tbo 10th of July ) i ¢
LT e e 4 B

ND.]'UH) [ N
Thev Committee rcasscmblcd ot the Circuit Touso ‘at
Ganhati at 12 Noos on Monday the 10tk July 1033
.1 Thoy oxamined - '
GUNA KANTA \[OIIA\TA )I*v*v'\dar of Sennpar.

1 N
IIxnmmed bv thc OIIA.IR\IA\‘ the ‘mtucss depsedas

fOAlO\\s '_'v '; 1y P P B YN U Yo

ll]u\ve séen the questionnaire issued by the Committeo. »The
present poliey is a partial suceess. The reduction‘in consumptio

5. dug), firstly t0 the, offects of,thr &+~ -~ = -i-miont
conuectcd with f.lm non-cmopcmhun R L :
is due to ,the ceonomio dopression ; 1 santfeoer L
very mlscmble sand he is compe lod i+ .t o

’llun(h the, prcsmt reduction pohc) has also conlnlm(cd to lho
m&luchon. That'is why 1 eall it a partial snecess beealise it
has not “wholly contributed to the suecess that hos now been
ashioved, * In my opinion consumers of over 5O years of nge
thould also be subjected fo the cut. "I know, from pmchcnl
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knowledge that séme of them  whose rations are” above 3 or 4

tolas did nol consume: their- full ration and they dispose ofa -
portion of it to other persons. The policy should.be continued

for the next.five' years But at the same fime efforts should

be made to prevent smugsling and short-weight sale. Smuggling

of opium exists and also the practice of short-weight sale. -But

1t exists to a very small extent and even there it has decreasrd-
to a great extent during the last five years. I “say this because

of the vigilance of the special staff and of the reduced purchis

ing capacity on the part of the people. To prevent,short-weight

sale the mahaldari system should be abolished, A Tresponsible.
Government officer not bslow the rank of a Sub-Deputy, Collector,
assisted by twojamedars on pay Rs. 20 to Rs. 80, should beallowed

to sell opium in a centre consisting of two or-three mauzas once a

week. This, I cousider will put a stop to short-weight sale.

The Vigilance Committee should survey and take a census of

the real consumers in each village in co-operation with the

Excise staff, whether they are registered or unregistered. This

will help to find the real number of actual consumers and then

the Committee as well as the Excise staff willbe in a position

to keep watch over the unlicensed consumers and to know

really the rources wherefrom they get opium. In this way

smuggling can be checked.

The smuggled and surplus opium is sold at a price_ varying
from Rs. 2-8to Rs. 8. Those who have attained the 3ag®
of 45 and above should be brought on the register provided their
case is recommended by the Committee and they get a certiioate
from the Civil Surgeon. I suggest that they should be subjected
to a 20 per cent. cut so that the whole amount would be gone
within b years, Passes should not bé issued on any ground
to persons helow the age of 45 years. As for those who have
already got passes and those who are in the bouk, their passes
should not be cancelled unless they are below 45. I donob
hold the view that the registered consumers have got passes i
order to sell the opium. But owing to economic depression
and as an effect of temperance movement, they sell a portion of
their ration to others.

T am not in favour of increasing the present price of
treasury opium, There should be a local Committee consisting
of 4 or & persons in places where there are opium-eaters and
there is no need for such a committee where there are no oprum-
eaters, The personnel of the Committee should consist of the
Gaonburas and two or three honest and leading people of the
village, The 'mauzadar will be ez-gfficio Chairman of - the
Committes; The Committes ‘will keep a close watch over the
registered consumers as well as the unregistered consumers.
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~ Government should also try to persunde the consumers to
giveup the hahit.! The people have not till now been ablo to
know the renl mind of the Government whether they aro in favour
of eradicating the evil or not. 1n fact my view is that if the
people know that Government want to eradicate the evil then
the public would not lag behind 1n their endeavours to join the
Government,

I am nét in favour of strengthening the preventive staff as
the Committee that I have susgested 15 more effective to serve
the purpose in view. I suggest that detections should be
rewarded. Y do not know of men who have given np the habit on
account of the reduction policy. 1 know of some Mikirs addicted
to the habit. Some of them have leff the habit on account of
cconomic depression; I khow also of some in the lown who
haye givell up the habit. They hnve not now got back fo {he
hobit. They may get supply frum outside, But I do think
that if opium is stopped from treasury then our people are not
such that thoy wo ld get it from outside. If they could not
got opi 1m easily they would give it up, If treasury opiunm is
stopped to-lay then the Committes that I have propased will
take effective steps to provent the coming in of non-treasury
opinm.

Examined by Rar Bamanvre NILAMBAR DATTA :—

I am a Mauzadar of Sonapur for the last five months. The
opium shop is withir a distance of less than a hundred yards
from my quarter. There iz only one opium shop in the mauza
and they sell less than two seers. ‘Lhis pohicy hns dono great
bonefit to the Assamese people, I think the disparity in the
number of consnmers b.tween the Upper and the Lower Assam
Valley. is not due to climatic conditions but it is due to want of
tomporance movement_ in the Tpper Assam  Although the
sources of cash mouey in Upper Assam are greater than in
Lowor Assam, thero the heterogenous people are less educated
than in Lower Assam.

Ixamined by Snryor ROHINIKUMAR CHAUDHURI :—
1he policy has nothing todo with the disparsty of the
number of consumers between Upper Assam snd Lower Assam
‘as it affeots both places equally. I have not scen that thore is
any good in taking opium, On tho other haod opium-enting iy
ad in the young particalarly ; they become wuseless for their
wives with the result that the addicts indwoes their wives to take
to opium st>that thoy may be docile. On the recommendation
of the local commitico supported by the medical certificate of
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tl&% Civil Surgeon opium passes may he granted to the cenuina
addicts of the age of 45 years and over. There is 0o moral
improvewent in the opium addict.

Bxamined by Maviavi ABDUR RAHIM CHAUDATRY :—

1 do not think thereis much smuggling, there is cer-
tainly not as much smuggling as the kxcise officers wish 0
make it out. I have already said that on acecount of want of money
those with full rations arve not able to purcbase them fally. I
do not remember of any parficularopium smuggling case,

Examined by Sriyur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI:—

I was anexcise mahaldar.six years ago before the initiation
of this policy. Trom my experience- I say that the policy is
not responsible for smuggling ; and in fact smugeling is very
much less than it used to be.. I am not in fay-ur of immediate-
ly stopping opium. It ought to be gradual in five years as’
I mcntioned already. In my opinion there will- not be an
Increase 1n consumption even if economic conditions improve.
2? rteason is that people have now rcalised that it has bad

ects.

Examined by the CHAIRWUAN :—

lhose people who took to the habit ten years ago did so in
the impression that it was goud to the health Now they hive
realised that it is bad and they are not keen. This change is due
to the economic pressure and also tn : the socizl pressure.
There may be a few unregi-tered consumers but they are not by
any means large. I have been a mauzadar only for the la-t
four or five months, and I shall be able to give a list of
unregistered conswmers if desired iu about a month.

Examined by Sxryuvr MAHENDRA NATH GOHAIN:—

Since the adoption of this policy people do not take tothe
opium habit because they say that it is almost impossible to get
a pass. The registers I consider shonld be opened for the un-
registered consumers for the last time. Previously they did
not come out for a pass for they felt shame. Also they did not
think of this pass very seriously. I know that Government
once before reopenéd the registers in 1929 and informed the
people+that it wonld be the last time/ But T do not think that
there will be great danger in Tecpening the registers for
once'only.” I think that people have -gut accustomed tfo.the
reduction and they can remain satisfied,

I was a mahaldar for two yearsin the Bethna opium shop.

Mv salesman. was fined Rs. 50 and so I was debarred from
getting the skop settled again. This was about five yeais ago.
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Ko 22. .- - | Prteen vy ¢ T 0
The Comrhittee next examined Srijut’ JOGENDRA NATH'
BARUA, B L., Honorary Secretary, Assam Assodiation, Gauhatit
" Ezanined by -t¢ ‘CHAIRMAN— - ! e,
Q —You'hiave bibmitted a statement ? ' L <0
A £¥0s it Is atage 92, e T
. Q—Yon.s1y that this fon per cent. reduction has been a
sncegss ?“ Wllna,(: are your reasous ? i P
A —DBecause there has heen arpductionin the consamption’
of opium. I'his is snppoited by the Admnistration Reports,
. Q—Is that (the principalirearon why .you think it is ar
suceess ? t M,
Al~Yeg, that is one of the ‘main reasong ¢ ¢ f L
Q.—Bat don’t you fthink that’ n reduction‘ift' the treasufy
opium may not be a realindication of success of the policy if the
people who do not take oprum fiom the Govermment tressury
supplement their rations from smugglers ?
;A1 think that smugeling is less than one per cent, of the
freasiiry issues and that is supported by ,rep yrts also. i
it @—You obase your belief on .reading the Adminivration
Reports ? ot o . 1
. «A.—Mainly yes, N v
Q ~—Do you think that all the smugglers Have been canght 25
A.~—That I cannot say but'st the same time all of them
should bo caught by Governmunt. . 73
Q ~If they eateh one suiugelor do you think it shows that
there are others in the province that have not been caught ?
A,—Yes, there might be soms more than hate not been
taught but there will not be many like,that. ,
Q —Why do you think that there are not many ?
A ~Becanse till they are dotected Government cannot s1y
that there are many more still undetected, Of course,'I admit

that there may be o very small number. . P
Q.—Can you give us any tangible reason for your holding
that view 2~ R I3

A.—TI arrive at that conclusion nlso from the information
thet I get from talhs with friends and also from tho fact that
Governmont themselves sy that thoy have tried all means jn
their power to detect them. If there are many more a very
mueh greater number than have hcg‘,n caught must }m\'u ticen
found and punishel. h
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Q.—1Is it not the opinion of a large number of penple that
the Excise staff is somehow or other in league with the smngglers?
I find that that statement Las been made by some officers even.
So lask if it is the general view that the staff is not doing their
duty properly and therefore the smugglers have not been caught?

A.—T have got no personal knowledge but I can say that
there is some such belief. '

Q.—Dn you believe, therefore, that according to your state
ment the Excise staff have done their very best and they have
been able to catch all smugglers or at least 90 per cent. of them?

A.—That is the general belief. I do not subscribe to the

vievz that the staff is not doing their duty or that they are cor-
rupt.

Q.—You helicve that they have done their duty and they
huye been able to prevent smuggling about 30 per cent.?
r A---—Yes-

-+ Q.—Then you say that the policy has been successful ?

A.—Yes.

Q.— Now if the cut is continued for five more years andifa
large number of the consumers do not get their opium, don't
you think that there will be smugglers coming into the provinee
to supply the demand of these consumers ?

A.—No. Because it would be a risky business and they
would not get purchasers for their opium.

Q.—Don’t you think that the vpium trade is a very lucra-
tive oue and if ithey get Ligh prices they would take the risk?

A.—But there will be no purchascrs and the risk will be
great. My view is that smuggling will be less.

Q.—It is only a matter of opinion ?

A.—Certainly it is a matter of opinion ; everything isa
matter of opinion. -

Srwur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :—

Q. —You mean to say that the theory that there is a large
amount of smuggling is also an opinion ?

A.—Yes. ,

Examined by Srrsur MAHENDRA NATH GOHAIN :—

' Q.— Is the opium question acute in your district ?
'A:—1It is not so0 acute.
Q.—There are very few smugglers you say ?

A .—Y'eSf

Q.—There is no stz ong- demand ?
A.—No.
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Q —Don't you think that it is extremely difficult to detect
muggling ? e ’ y it

A.2It may be'diffienlt. 'The subject is ucually shadowy and’
10 ote can hazard any opinion? o A :

Q—Do you think that it is rather endy to detect émuggling ?

A1 cannot give & general anwser to that question.

Sryur BOMINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI -—

Q.—Do you believe that it is as difficult as any other detec-}
im? |

A.—~Tt is not so difficult as it is made to appear. .

Sxrrur MAHENDRA NATH GOHAIN -—

Q.—Tane an instance of a case whora a wan is b inging
pium from Cooch Bebar and is moving by road and fout teact.
[s 1t an easy thing to catch the man ?

A.—If there is sufficient staff it should be easy to detect.

Q —What should be the staff to keep vigilant watch over
Wl the 150 mites of frontier ?

A,—~This is u subject for the depariment.

Q.—Have you giten a thought to it ?

A.~I bave thought over it and I consider that when there
is » ten per cent. cut policy Government should not depart from
it

Q.~—We only want to hknow some facts from which all these
conclucion are arrived at. I think we had better leave the Go-
vernment alone. The whole thing is in the hands of the Council
and we ave asked to enqure ?

A.—By tho Government I mean the department generally.
There is o suspicion in the minds of the people that the opium
policy is not complete and defined.

. Q.—We can mnke it complete aud well defined. The ques-
tion is whethor the object will be achieved by the policy ?
. A~It will not be defeated; on the other hand the policy
will succeed. ‘
Q-~—You say that smuggling is only one per cent.? ,

A.—1] mean it is very small. ‘ .

Q.—I want to put fo yon this question. Tt is so very diffi-
cult to detect smuggling and, therefure, ano section says that
only & por cont. of smusgling is detected ; whereas another
section says that it onnnot bo true?

A —~T ngree, itcannot be true,that. only & per cenf. has
been dctcc(eg.m

Q.—Do you consider il casy to detect smuggling ?
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iy ATt is as: easy as detectionsgiin dny-othericrimes; : 1- think
there are other crimes which are more dificult to detect liut
which are being: :detected.. ‘This., subject is:more or-less ‘2 theores
tical subject and in mw y opinion it cennot.,be true that -only so
small a per centage of smuggling i is.detected.

b 0 00 .'E

Q, --We have to deduce some: conc‘uslon from facts?

3

A.—The- actual detectlon 1n 1931 isd only 31 seexs accordmg
to:the:Administration Report.- YT TN B

Q.—We are trying to ascertain uha‘r quantlty is undetected
We want some data to work upon ?

RS e

A.—You havethe ﬁgures glven in your reports

- Qi~Yes. Butbthe: point is how: much. is left undctectéa
You draw your conclusions " from the number of cuses 1eported in’
the Administration Repoxt? -+ : - . .

"A~Yes." B

Q.—You say that if there ba(l been other cases of smugglmg
they would have been detecbed P

A.—Yes.
Voo LTt

» Qu—Do you admit- tbat the numbcr of unregistered: consus
mers is very large ?

1 o !

A.—No, it is a very gmall number '; . P o ':‘
Q, —Are they new addicts ?-. cota e
A, —They are most]y new recrults ' R
Q. -—How did they talce to it 7. Co . L
A.—In these matters the conta,glon is made iv c0mpany

o

o1

TQ— You say that after the pass system has been .1nt10duced
they have taken to 1t ? _

/..

A'—There are some Who suppressed thelr names. befme the
passes were introduced and there are many who bave taken to it

]

recently ' - : ;

1”4: P T S L

.,\;Q, -—There may be old addwts too ¢ 'r’ o e

JnA ——Very few ‘The. majority’ are new.. "
Q=D you think” they would be able to g1ve 1t up 1f they
are not given opium?

et Al=-They ‘should Tiot be ‘givein anv 'paisses.’ * Then they would.:
be able to give it up. I have known conﬁrmed oﬁlum eaters

given up the habis i dwive o AT e T i

N
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‘Sp1ypr ROWINT (KUSMAR CHAUDUURI:—THave {hey

tahen to it again ? s e T ¢
A.~No, .

¢ 8r1rvs MAHLNDRA NATH GOITAIN :—TIs'it due to

‘emperarca movement or is it due ta the poliey? + - )

A.—Both, T should <ay.r It is mainly duc to thejehinge in
he mcntql'i,ty o§ the people. . , . ,

" Q.4-You do not advdeate giving’of fresh Passes? ,

o A.‘-,—NO;\" " g 7 n‘ A " i
s—As veguds this reduction, do you {link that opiam-
caters wiljremain contont with their rabidns after reduction ? *

A —Thit mehtality should uot be looked into. ;

'Q —1 want to hnow whether ﬂ\)cy remain satisied with ,thé
reduction or f they have the craving still ?

A —Ce tainly thero is the craving. The smoher s the
craving, the drimkard hae the eraving ; everyone has the craving.
Thoy »iil be able fo remain content and you shonld look to it
from that standpoint. B

' Q.~Does he remain content ?

A—Yes.

Q —Have you any personal hnowledge?

A.—Lverybody , whese ration has been cut remains ccntcn’L
with his reduced ration, -
Q.~Do you speal from your personal knowledge ?
A.~Yés from my personal knowle lge.
‘]ﬁmmincd by Srwor BRINDABAN CHANDRA GOS-

P

T

WA
Q-~Do you mgree with tho Superintendent of Txcise,
Kamrup,sho thinks that there will be atout four or five hundred
unregistered consumers ? ‘
Al—T hase no definife idea’on this peint. ¢
Q~Caxn if bo less?
; . -
A—TItImay be loss; but it may not be more,
-Q —Do youTagreo ,ihat! ihese consumers get their supply
from shortweight snies as nelf as from smuzgled opium ?
A—Generally the _existing rotion is divided alio amongst
others, ° ,
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‘Q.—Trom {hat fact you toncludé that ther
quantily of smuggled opium ?
A.—Yes.

Q.—Do you-consider that the price of treasiiry opium is
adequate or should it be'increased

A —1It should not bo increased. T

Q—Why? Will it not help the success of the policy it
opium is made scarce by prohibitive prices ?

e is a very small

A.—It will of course make the policy more successful. But
it would cause hardship to others who are in the registered list.

Q.—You agree that it is very difficult even for the registered

consumers to purchase opium on account of the economic depres-
sion P

A.—Yes.

Q.—Do you agree when I say that many of them have given

up the habit or aro reducing their rations due to the economit
distress ?

A.—In many cases they have bzen compelled o reduce their
rations.

Q.—Don't you consiler it & very opportune moment to stop
the supply of opium at once ?

A,—I would certainly advocate it and without any hesita
tion.

Q.—Will it not encourage the smugglers thereby to smuggl
opium ?

A.—No.
Q.—Why not ?

A.—Because at the same time there would be, as T ha
advocated, a Vigilance committee.

Q.—Do you tlien think that you would beable to stop
effectively ?

A.~—Yes excepting that opium will be given as a medicin
dose.

Tzamined by Rar Bamapur NILAMBAR DATTA :=
Q.—You are the Secretary of the Assam Asstciation ¥
A--:Yes.
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{ Q—Do you think that opitm is.mof -a problom in this
district ? "Also do you consider thot the experienco in this district
is not o safe guide for other districts in Upper Assam ?

" A—~Opitm’ ovil in this districh is small as compared with
what it is in the Upper Assam districts. But according to the
p%!icy adopted by Goyetament, I think, itis the sawmo every-
whera. . =1 . o R :

Q.—Will you tell us the zood results of the present poljcy as
yowapprove of it fmd sy that it is a success?

- A—THo good results of the present policy arc that it helpy
people from roining themselves morally. But for the policy they
would ruin themselves, their community and their country;
Again there bad been lots of opinm consumed and as a result of”
the policy many of thom have had to give it up resulting in their
prosperity. In many cases those that hava not been able to get
their rations have diverted their funds nnd nre now paying their.
land revenue regulatly.. - ; :

Q.—As regards jssuing of passes do you thiok that tho terti
ficate from the Civil Surgeon is o snfe guide or would you like té.
have o local committoe ?

. A1 am notin favour of issuing any passes undor sany-
tircumstances except on medical preseription,

Q.—Don't you think that consunption of opium from illicit
sources will then increase P

+ A=<1"d6 not think s0. It may inerenscto nsmall extent
but that should be checked. On the whole I consider, whether
there has been smuggling. or not in a greater or less quantity,

Yink s v Piemidem yaesivu,

Q~—Aroyou aware that opium consumers whose rations,
are cut down now get their supply from illicit sources ?

A~~They cannot .do it undor tho present out.
Q.1 shortweight common in Kamrup ?
A=Yes,

Q.~How do they disposo of the surplus?

A.—] havo got personal oxperience. In some 8ases ithey-
100 up and thoy cannct sell. Thers ia no demand.

Q.~Is it due to the-ceonomie depression
A—~Yes.
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Q.—Do you think that passes should not be gwen even to
veteran addicts ?

¢

A.—New passes should not he given to any pers son_what:
soever. ’

Q.—Don't you think that hy s(oppmrr the supply to, needy
persons it will mean great bardship to them, and it may .meak
even risk to their lives ?

’

hd . . 4 N * » 1
A.—T have said that on medical ceriificate when it is a
case of rizk of life they may Dbe given a medicinal dose. In such
extreme cascs v hat thcv necd is looking after Tor the first few

days and I bave no objection lo giving ‘them opium on prcscnp
{ions.

Q —Do you think that it is easx for a ponr villager to come
for medical passes from the interior to the hC'ld(}U'lI‘tCsS?

A —~—TIven an addict dees not die by merely giving up
opium. e will certainly live and live a better life.

Q.—1f they do not die; then do you "mean to say thab this
opium habit can be cared ?

A.—1It may be cured and it has been cured in many cases.
Q.—Arc you speaking from personal knowledge ?

A.—1T have personal experience and I am mentioning it
the Committce.

Examined by Mavnavi ABDUR RAHIM CHAUDHU
RY :— ) R .

. Q.—Why arc ihe Excise officers very anxious to show ‘tha
smuggling oxists to a very large extent ? ’

A.—Tt is a matter of theory for them also.” They want ¢
say also that there is so much work for them to do.

Q.—You -consider that detéction is not; 50 dlﬂicult ‘as the
wish to malke out ?

R

A.—Detection is undoubtedlyTdifficult. But there ough
10 be detcctions anyhow 1f there were, cases and 1t is, _not 5
difficult as they make out. ;

Q.—Some cases of deteetions there are.- Bub do you, tbm
ihat there are not many more cases’ of Smuvo"hn“ not detecled ?

A.—1 do not say there_are none ; there are some- I aﬂrec
But as I have already said, to carry oonjecture so far and fo s
lots of cases are still undctectcd is too much.

U E
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Q - Do you apprave of thé idea, as someboly lias sugmested
before us, that the mahaldari system shonld be réplaced ?

A.~T approve of it. Opium should be sold' by post offices
and dispensaries and so forth, I also consider that it should be
sold in pill form. ! ! ! .

)

) IS

Txomined by Srrrar ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHU-
. o L
Q —Do you think that the few unregistered consumers ave
casuals or regulars? O
A.—They are mostly casuals. 1hey have been converted
nowly.
Q.—Fven making allonances for undetected cases do you
consider that smuggling may be very small here ?
A.—Yos, at least in Kamrup it is very small.
. - \f €
1 Q-—Do you thiuk that the smuggling cases that you \hnvn
henrd-of are mostly detcefed on the way and that the opium is
not meant for Kamrup but for other places ? e
A.~Yes, for other places wlere they may find como conve-
nient sale. . -
Q —Do you think that you nou]d make a special cise for
Goalpra and Kamrup and stop opium altogether at least in
these two districts ?

A.—That can be done and there is no hardslup.

XNa. 23, T L -

Nest the Committeo examined Dr, A. B, AYAZ —<

The witness'submitted a statement which was read by tho
Chairman, . . i -1

Q.—When you sperk of *consumption of opium’ do you
mean consumption of opium o};tained from the treasury or do you
mean consumption of opium obtained from any source ? ¢

A,~—T mean treasury opium.

Q.—Do you {hink there is any -smugglol opium consumed
by people -

A~ know of ono or Lo cascs,
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Q.—Tor how many years have you been o deelor
A.~Tor the lnst 40 years.
Q.—Can n Lania be cured ?

A.—Yes many of them have been cured. I have treated
MANY CAses,

Q.—ITow did you effeet the cure.

A.—T have given tincture of opium, They have altogether
beon cured.

Q.—They have not faken to it again ?
A.—No.

Q.—Tlas this policy stopped the younger generation from
taking to it ¢

A—TYus,

Q.—7You know of rome that have given up the habit on
account of econcmic depression and also of the stringent policy
of Government?

A.""'YGS.
Q.—You are in favour of the 10 per eent. reduction ?
A.—1It is hetter to stop it altogether after five years.

Q.—You know that after five years no more opium  will be
given to anyone cxcept those over 50 years of age?

A.—Yes, that is what I want.

Examined by Rar 7"* TADUR NILAMBAR DATIA -—

Q—Youarca G . t penginver P
A.—No.
’ )
Arc youap
practisc
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Vo, 24. N
(4f er tunch) N

The Committco examined Smizur GOPINATH BAR.
DALOI, Advocate.

Tisamined by the CHATRMAN—

Q —You have scen the questionnaire issucl by Ihe Coms
nittee?

A—Yes.

Q.—~Whut is your opinion regardiag the preseht Government
nolicy #

'
¢ -~

‘

A.—My opinion is that as far as it stands it is & success,
Ty view is that it 18 much too slow in so far at least as the
litrict of Kameup is concerned. I chnnof give a definite
opinion about Upper Assam.

Q.—Do you want this policy to continue ?

A.—T will go further and suggest that opium shonld be
dopped at oncw. 16 may be dene teday if Government will take
ndvantage of the present economic depression. At least so far
ns Kamrap is concerned, and in so far as the same conditions
would apply in other parts of Assam, this should be done.

Sr1yur RONINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI:—You menn
thit the economic deptession is as acdte in other parts as in
Karhrup ?

A~T am disposed to think so. Siimply hecause eortain
coolies get ready cash; thete is no veason to suppose that tho
cconomic depression is better elsew here.

Toe CHATRMAN :—

. Q—1If this is done, don’t you fhink that smuggled opium
will come in

4.—1 do not really think so, At the present moment very
litle smugeled opium is coming into the district 8o far as my
experience of previous years goes I do not think that the quantity
of smuggled opium here is very largo.

Q-—Horw long huvo you been a pleader P
A —About 17 years now,
Q —Did you take poart in propaganda work ?

A—TYes, I havobeen going round places where the opium
hbit was particularly prevalent,
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Q.—You come in contact with opium consumers ?
+ A.—Yes. My evidence will be more or less divect which I

get from the opium-eaters diréctl&’;
it QS,;(-)-L:]?)o you think thab thg c?piun}.ea{;erg would ed-opersts
A.—There are (}iﬂ?erent kinds of" Opium-eatérs. The first
are those who are seriously thinking that it is a great evil snd
that t_hey‘ would do well to give it up. Others there are who admi
that it is a bad hgblt but do not soriously think of giving it up,
And thpre is a thn:d qla,ss who are fortunately few in number,
fvho wish to go on with it, With thera the habit has become so
inexorable that they cannot give it up. ' ,
Q.— Which clasg‘ is in. the majorily ? .
A.—RBurely the class that likes to get rid of it.
Q.—Why do they not give up their passes without. being
.compelled to do so ? - \ : —
A.—That is the difficulty in human nature. So long as
opium is available they would like to take it. Some malkean
‘honest attempt but often times their courage gives way when
in company. S '
. Q:—Supposing treasury opium is not available, would they
not be tempted to get opium from other sources ? :
A.—There may be a very limited aumber who wounld do so.
But the majority would not. .
Q.—Are you able to give us any definite information regard:
ing smuggling of forcign-opium ? : '
A.—T do not say, as my friend Srijut Jogendranath Barus
‘has said, that it is a.matter of theory. To me if isnof a matter
“of theory. 1 will admit that there is smuggled opium only when
I know that the consumption in a particular locality is more
‘than what Government Uas ,-allowed “for. Unless I knov
-definitely that there has been some increase in the consumption
of opium among the people, I cannot suppose that there has been
any increase. ‘ -0
Q.—Could yod tell us whether there are opium-eaters who
have not taken their full ration from the excise shops ?
A.-~There are some but not rné'a,ny. On the other hand there
are alsd of course alimited number who would like to supplemel}f
_their brethren's rations,” ¢-e., the rations of those who " have theil
wota and who want a little more.. I have got a lists from Bethna
of those who have given it up.

!
v
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Rar Banapur NILAMBAR DATTA :—

Q.—Do you mean to say that thers are many pass-holders
s have not been able to fake their fully allotted quantity of
1m 2§ Terorn .

A ~There are some but not many. Some have beén come
cd to give it up altegether, i '

Q.~ Havo you any knowledge of those or are yun speaking
ply'(rom your own idea ?

A‘.—:ﬂmve personal knowledge,

I want to tell this Committeo Jthat not merely one or two
sons have given it up in Bethna mauza which was tho greatest
1m consuming centro with 16 seer~’ rations some five or six
18 ago; it is now selling only about 8% scers.

Q.—There is only one shop there ?

A.—There are two, one in Rangagaon and the other in Be-
2.~ Some years ago the Bethna shop alone sold 15 seers. X
told that cven the guantity that is now beicz isken by the
wldar could not be sold. It is the same iz iz ease of the
*tri shop which used £o sell about 8 to 9 resws. Gledarze it is
Inally diminishing but it is diminishing in zrower Froportion
ho Bethna shop.

?Q.--Do you know what they do with > o=t that fx

’

about 80 persous who have given up the 1z
en Lasked him for a list of their names 3
m all and gave me only 35 names t2 e gy
16 ho would be able to givethe other nomm

the mouzadar is Golapehandra Chanfio
ich 45 in Dis handwriting, T kave oo
1 you realise ‘tho dificully in beingmre -
thna,  They aro among thoso that Fr =orr
£1s from the town and his name i

Jmlﬂu have given up thehabit bess=

z =
e gl 2

Top CHATRMAN 1

D!Q.—Yo.ur idea is that advazerss 2T 5 s = 7
Cconomio situation andtls coom momrwr <

A was just goi -
Just going fp e1r T Terere -
) tonce and now is the bgc=£ Gy e
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Q.—Supposing your advice is followed and opium is st
for the Khetri cirele. Do you apprehend thatpopium wiﬁ]pig
taken by smugglors to that civele for sale? .

A.—1I am disposed to think that even if there be illicit s
it is buund to be very little, © 1ot st

Rar Baoapur NJLAMBAR DATTA i —
Q.—Do you know what the price of illicit opium is ?

A.~—It may be a bit higher than the treasury price. Bul
Lthese people are still storing the treasury opium for want of sale,
‘What chances are there for illicit opium ? -

Q.—What does the vendor do with that opium ?

A.—TI am told if is being stored now. In Khetri shop thy
are not taking the amount of opium allowed by Government,

Q.—1Is it a rumour only ?

A .-~In many shops that is the conditién.

Q.—You are acquainted ouly with these two cases?
A.—T am generally acquainted with many people.

Tag CHAIRMAN :—You "said that there are some me
who have actually given up the habit. We would like to &
them and ask a few questions. "Will you please call themin?

(These men were broght in).

1. BHAGOTHI :—My age is 70. I come from Rangmal
village in Bethna Mausza. 1 do not take opium now. IW
taking opium even in the great earthquake of 1897. I gived
this habit in Magh last. I used to take 2 to 8 tolas. I bad
pass and it had been eaten up by white ants. I gaveup ¢
account of the economic depression. I could not maintainm
famwily and pay Government dues properly.

9. KAKHOM :—My age is 80. I gave up my habit¢
opium-eating a year ago. I have not enough money to mainta!
myself. I would not take it even if it is given free to me. 1€
not know whether it is good or bad but now that I have given !
up T will not take it again. When I stopped it I felt unwell &
a few days and there wastrouble in the stomach for two mgntbf
T do not do any work ; I am too old to work. T was taking!

tolas but the last amount I have been taking before giving up !
one to two tolas. . N
T know there were about 700 or 800 opium-caters in Bethna

Now there are only about 200. The rest have given up th
habit.
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¢+ Tormorly I used to take illicit opiuq; but now I had not
goncy for even my ration, Secing thit it harmed me to a great
xtent I gave it up. The idea among opium-eaters is that
‘overnment want us to give up the labit. "We all belong ta
he ‘Saru Koeh' caste. . .

3, ANDHAR :—I bave nof totally given itup. I havea
atfa yet, but T am deterniined to givo it up I have taken half
he ration givea in the patfa aud Iwould not be abls to take
ko other half, My age as givenin the pass is 60, Formerly
6y ration was 3 tolas but now I take only 1% tolas.

4, MAGHUR :—}ly age as given in the palle is 50. I am
wt tnking opiam now. I gave it up six months ago. It isa six
nonthly pass and afterwards it was not given me back. Ihave
wen tnking opium for the last four yeors and hefore that I did
ot take opium. I started it when I gota painin my stomach.
have not sold any portion of my opium. I would not take
pium eveun if it is given without monoy. 1t is such a bad'hdbit.

gave it up voluntarily without outside persuasion. Ido not
now of anyone who takes opium without a pass,

5. SUMBORA XACHARY :—My azcis 40, Iam Rabha by
aste. I gavo up opinm 2% yeors ago. I gave it up bocouse of the
conomic depression and I conld not cven pay my Iaad revenue.
[ do not ke my wife and children taking opium. 1 took it
wizinally because I was suffering from some disorder of the
rowels, There are some six opium-eaters in my village whbo
wve given it np, There are no unregistercd consnmers in my
villnge Tumlihat in Bethna Circle.

6. RUPSINGH KACHARI :—I am 60 yearsold. I took
opium before but I do not take it now. 1 left off the habit when
I was convicted and served in the jail. 1 wasin jail for only n
manth, I came cut of the jail about sisx months ago. I took opium
till I was taken to the jail and I was taking it S years prior to that,
In the jail I was not allowed fo take opium,” I fult discomfort
for only five days and I could not do any work then. But I wos
given somo medicine by the doctor. Formerly I was taking 2
tolas and then it was reduced to 1 tola. I suffered from dyson-
tery sometimo ago and then I started taking opium. I had two
tolasin the paffs ond it was reduced to ono tola nnd a balf, I
do not know why it was reduced : my ago in the patfa also is
given ns,G0. Somchow it was reduced to 1% tolas. This wag
the amount which I used to get regularly. I never made up the
reduced ration by nny other means,  Ono can ensily give up the
babit by geadual reduction of ration,
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Q.—Supposing your advice is followed and onjum §

' OS] : g ana opium is sto
for the Khetri circle, Do you apprehend thabpopium wilg)p%(‘
laken by smugglors to that circle for sale ?

A.—I am disposed to think that even if thep illicit s
it is bound {o be vory little, n if there be illieit sal

Rar Banapur NILAMBAR DATTA . —
(.—Do you know what the price of illicit opium is ?

A —It may be a bit higher than the treasury price. B
these people are still storing the treasury opium for want of sal
What chances are there for illieit opium ?

Q.—What does the vendor do with that opinm ?

A.—I am told it is being slored now. In Khetri shop the
are not taking the amount of opium allowed by Government.

Q.—Is it a rumour only ?

A .-~In many shops that is the conditien.

Q.—You are acquainted only with these two cases?
A.—T1 am gencrally acquainted with many people.

Tne CHAIRMAN :—You "said that there ‘are some mer
who have actually given up the habit. We would like to set
them and ask a few questions. ~ Will you please call them in-?

(These men were broght in).

1. BHAGOTHTI :—My age is 70. I come from Rangmah!
village in Bethna Mauza. I do not take opium now. I was
taking opium even in the great earthquake of 1897, I gaveup
this habit in Magh last. I used to take 2 to 8 tolas. I bad &
pass and it bhad heen eaten up by white ants. I gaveup o
aceount of the economic depression. I could nobt maintainmy
family and pay Government dues properly,

9. KAKHOM :—My age is 80. 1 gave up my habit of
opium-eating a year ago. -L-havenot enough money to maintain
myself. . I would not take it even if it is given free to me. Idg
not know whether it is good or bad but now that I have gwenflr
up I will not take it again. When I stopped it I felt unwellt h0S
a few days and there was trouble in the stomach for two mon S
1 do not do any work ; I am too old to Yvork. [ was takmgis |
tolas but the last amount I have been taking before giving up 1§
one to two tolas. . S

1 know there were abont 700 or 800 opium-eaters 1n Bethtnj;’i
Now there are only about 200. The recst have given up

habit.
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Formorly I used to take illicit opium but now I had not
money for even my ration.  Secing that it harmed "mo to 2 great
cxtent I gave it up. The idea among opium-eaters is that
Government want us to give up the habjt. We all belong to
the *Saru Koch’ caste.

3."ANDH AR :—I have not total]y _r;iwm it up. I havoa
patta Fet, but T am determiined to givo it up I have taken half
tho ration givea in the patfe and T would not be able to take
the other half. My age as givon in the pass is 60. Formerly
y ration was 3 tolas but now I take only 11 tolas.

4, MAGHUR :—1ly nge as given in the paffa is 50. I am
not taking oplum now. 1 gave it up six months ago. It is a six
monthly pass and afterwards it was not given me back. I bave

heen taking opium for the Iast four years and hefove that I did
not take opiuz. I started it whon I gut a pain in my stomach.
I have not sold any portion of my opium. I would not take
opinm even if it is given without money, It is such a had habit.
1 anve it up voluntarily without outside porsuz\siou. Ido not
know of anyone who takes opium without n pass,

5, SUMBORA XACHIARI :‘My age is40, Iam Rabha by
caste. Tgave up opinm 25 years ago. I gnve it up bocause of the
economic depression and I could not even pay my land revenue.
1do not like my wifo and clildren taking opium. 1 took it
odginally beeause I was suffering from some disorder of the
bowels. There are somo six opium-eaters in my village who
have given it up, There are no unregistered consnmers in my
villago Tumliliat in Bethna Circle.

6. RUPSINGH KACHARIL :~ am €0 years old. I took
npium before but I do not take it now. 1 loft off the habit when
T was convictod and served in the juil. I wpsin jail for only n
month., I camo out of the jail about six months ago. [ took opium
tilt Iwas taken to tho jail and T was taking it 3 years prior to that.
In the jail T was not allowed to take apium.” I felt discomfort
for only five days and I could not do any work then. But I was
given somo medicine by tho doctor. Yormerly I was taking 2
folas and then it was redunced to 1 tola, T suffered from dysen-
tery sometimo ago and then I started faking opium. I had two
talas in the paffa ond it was reduced to one tola and a balf. T

do not know why it was reduced : my pgo in the patts nlso is
given ns . G0. Somchow it was reduced fo 1} tolns. This was
the amount which I nsed to gef regularly. I never made up the
reduced ration by nny other means, Qne can easily give up tha
“habit by geadudl 1eductivn of ration.
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(Examinatio g , T
ihen l'esumod.)l n of Snrsur GOPINATII BARDALOI wa

YN\ (1 . . ) .
ncacc? ‘{'érlzLS'S”.—~I would like to explain this. The above wi
AR called before yon at my snggestion, The Exei
Superintonrdent asked if 1 ¢ RN ‘ .
the o il 1 could suggest witnesses and 1 suggest

wse pevple.  They were brought hove by the excise peon?

Q.—Are you in favour of the re-opening of the registers ?
A.—No.

Q.—You suggested that opinm should e stapped altogether
now. Suppesing that is not accepted for some reason, then what
is your view as regards this policy, do you think it should be con-
tinued for the nest five years and in the meantime addicts be
brought into the vegister ?

T . 3
.‘\.:-'--IJ nder no cireamstances woull I recommnend the regis
ters being opened again.

Q.—3uapposing they ave ?

A.—T have nothing to say with regard toa matter whick
1 do not rdvise.

Q.—Supposing the situation is otherwise in other dictricts ?

A —Tiven then my view is the same. The people that ax
{aking opiwm without passes know that they are taking optun
seeretly and they are iu a position to cive it up. I have
doubt that from my experience of what I have seen they cd
very well romain withoud taking opium.

Q.—Suppasing in other distriets they want fo have opiul
and it is not very difficult o get it from smugglers—the condi
tions there being different from those in the Kamrup disbrict
would you not, in that case think it reasonable t0 bring thes

people into the register ?
A.—No. I think the remedy will be to stop smugglin
instead of re-opening the register. As a matter of fact I has

serious objection to give cvidence before this Committee on tb
point. My objection is simply for the reason

that the whol
thine was done on the assumption thab ib is not possible
stopa smuggling. On the other hand the point 18 that if it
considerad an evil as it has been ©

onsidered to be, t'hen th
only remedy is to stop the evil and give 1o further latitude
the people.

~
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Q.—What ahout other districts where smuggling is easy.
Veuld it not be better to open the register ?

A.—T'do not know how it would fmprove tl}le position of the
onsumers,© The thing'is smuggled opiam is Lound to be hapha-
ard, ut times they will get it and at times not. If you regu-
arise consumption they will always get opium. -

Srwur BRINDABAN CHOANDRA GOSWAMI :—But
hey will always got it from the shops from shortweight salep

A ~You must sco that they donot. It is for the cxcise
taff. - v

" Mavravt ABDUR  RAHIM CHAUDHURY :—What
neans do you suggest ¢

A.—1 think you can issue it in pill form, The thing is, ns
have said beforo, if you regularise it they will always get it and
f you do not, the consumers will rarely get opium as the smug-
fers do not come regularly. But thenso fur as Kamrup is
oneerned the number is very small,

Q —Then you do not agree with the Excise staff whon they
ay that theroe is a Iarge amount of smuggling ?

A.—That is more or less a conjecture on their part. As far
s T am concerned it is a fact becawse there are not many
cases of detection and therefore the onus of proof is entirely on
those who want to establish that there is so much smuggling
undetected. If they cannot prove it definitely before this Com-
mittee, then all their plea of more smuggling is a vaguo theory
which need not ho taken seriqusly.

Q-~Do you think that by bringing the ncedy people on the
register they could be induced to give up tho habit ?

A~—In the case of these ilfiterate people, the Rabbhas, yon
hare seen they have been reduced fo the'posxtlon when they have
to give it up themsclves. But the difficulty is the more you
Xploit them the more temptation for t}xcm to get addicted to
thehabit. 1 his habit is found to persist where we find that
‘there are persons who carry on this exploitation. Take Khetd
for instanco, There are thoso who want Iabour and, thereforo,
the habit is persistine. In Upper Assam again where there is o
arzo demand for labour you will sco the habit pcrsistm". At
tast the ton gardon cmployers cannot beas iatercsted as others

2 in the matter of sceing that the evil goes.
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Tne CHATRMAN :(—But th
‘ MAN (— en we have Befor '
from somo fea garden Managers and they deﬁn;(t)g;ess ; ;}IYI%G%@
gscc;zlz cn%1 ]%(Ll:}llt and it should go. One Manaw;z:y fol?l tnii
cretary that there are instruetions j rdens
opium-cater should be recruited ? S some geudens that

A.—~Tvis all to the good. But I i
5 . am saying that this i
of ihe reasons why the habit continues. "And it is ééiffﬁ
1t s not the Interest of the labour e nployer to see that the
. 3’1{1}1)117 disappears in the same wny as it is the interest of the
1C1'8,

Mavzavi ABDUR RAHIM CBAUDHURY —

~ Q.—Do you krow instances of places where it is very
difficult to get servants ?

A.T—~Yes. In Khetri, for example, the best way of tempting
a man to I_)ecome your servant is to give him the tamptation of
opinm. What I mean is that there are opium-eaters whn woull
be tempted 0 accept service by the offer of opium,

Srrror MAHENDRA NATH GOHAILN :—We have heard
some people come and give evidence before us that they have
given up the habit. Don’t yon think that they are solitary
cxamples ?

A.—Certainly not. I have already said that the mauzadat
told me there would be about 80 to 100 cf them who bave ¢ivel
it up but on the spot he was able to jot down only 34 names
which I have produced before you.

Q.—Are they not exceptioas to the rule?

A.—S0 far as Bethna mauza is concerned this has becowé
the rule.

Q.—In spite of all that they said before us do you think that
they have really given up the habit on account of the policy ?

A.—There were a lot of people during the Non-co-operation
{ime who gave it up. May be that a small percentage of them
went back but there are a large number of them who have
.entirely given up the habit. In this case, there is no question
of policy but they have been compelled to give it up for the _

‘economic distress.
"Q.—Have you any apprehension that they may revort 10

the habit ? ,
' © A.—You have askel them questions yourselves. T h“."‘; ne
‘olher {resh opinion than what you could have formed yoursell
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. "Q.—TIn other parts we bave heard.that they take ilticit
opium paying a high price. They are not able to give up the
habit, just like these men that say they have given up the lm,bxt
In thosc cases af Jeast what would:-be your advice? | - -

“A. —Humzm nuture is tho same everywhero, If théso:
peaple couldedo,ib, I do not see any reason why others should not
be ablej;o giveivup,, , Y

Top GHAIRMAV ~— P

Q-—These peoplo may not ho addiets in thn xtnct sente.
You have heard that one man feok to the habit only 4 years
ago?

- ¢

A.—~One of them was 80 years ol? and I met that manin
conpection with o case in 1917 and ho was then ah opium-eator,
He was under remand for o short time and when he camo out
he was actually prostrate. It is this man llmt I seo to-day so
well and T could not recognise lim at first.

--8rraur MAHENDRA NATH GOHAIN :—

'Q.—If the facts that T have moentioned before are assumed,
namely that in other parts there arc men who rounld not pive
it up having ticen nccustomed for a long time and that smuggled
opium is easy to obain, then what is your advice ?

* A.—I'have already given a reply that the man who gets
his supply from illicit sources eannot have it regularly and he
depends on & precarious supply.  So it should ho possible for him
to !cwe ‘the habit,

Q.—Probably you do not realiso that there are people who
will give anything to get their opium. 1If yo't pay the proper
price there is no difliculty in précuring opium for use?

A —~That issll the more reason you should immediately
stop it.

Q. ~—One mon wont to the cxtent of solling two of his
dnughters for the sske of getting opiam ?

‘A.—Ever then I would not advise. My own idea is that
such & man is not fit to be in society if hc cannot give it up even

"~ when reduced to that plight.
. Q—That would you do with such men, would you shoot
them? .

A~ would doall I canto induce themto give upthe
habit
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CQ~If v
e vou hﬂ?C a larea nu 2
. o pEES T m} 4 "o 3 ‘
would you not thirk that ther wo ;flr of men demanding cpian
opium 2 7 Wouls create 2 field for smugsled
A.~Ttis an evil { s -
A% 18 ! demand. An evil 1
¢ ) - A 13 an evil and must ba
stopped by all possible and available means,
p 4 ~ -
(S)RIJII?)T BRINDABAN CHASDBA GOSTWAMT :—
J —Do you admit that there is 2 lare 3 y
. A : : arge n ) regis.
tered consumers in the provinee ? ge mumber of anvegh
. A.—So far as Kamrup is concerred it is very small. I can-
not spealk for the other parts of the Assam. )

Q.—Do you adwit that th 5 {

) 2 at there are from 4 o 5 dre
unregistered ccnsumers ® bundred

A.~1T do not thin.k 1t would be even half that number. The
most important place is the Bethna circle and in Chaigaon,

Q.~TYou know thrse two places well ?

A.—T know the places very well.

Q.—Why do you go there ?

A.—TI am a member of the Local Board for the Khetri side.
People wanted we there in connection with some organisation,
I am also a member of the municipality.

Q.—So you say that you come in contact with them very
often ?

A.—T come in confact with them in connection with my
profession. They aiso often come to me at Gauhati and see me
and so there is a mutual contact and we meet very often.

Q.—You have a large clieatéle among the people of Bethna?

A.—Yes to a ceitain extent. There is no question ofa
large clicntéle nowadays.

Q.—So vou can tell us with authorify that there is nofa
large nun ber of consumers in that place?

A.—T can certuinly say tiat.

Q.—You are of opinion that these unregistered consumers,
whatever their number, should not be bronght to the register ¢

A.—No. TWhen I see people can give it up and have given
up the habit, I cannot have a soft corner for these others who can

similarly give it up. .
Examined by RaI Bamapur NILAMBAR DATTA :—

Q.—Do you know that shortweight isa common practice in

vour distrief ?
" A.—TI am told that was so when

circumstances.

the country ¥as in affluent
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Q.~TIs that practige in forcenow?® ,, ., | ¢
A.—T do not think'it could be like-that now. '
Q —You have no knowledge ? .

, A~Lhave knowledge that it is unot 50. But'eved- if thare
3 some_ shortw cight’ it cannot ;be to such a high degree. .These
ire days when eve ., thr «etna] -atisne o~ -1 not be,soldjand how
an I believe that - T *vo laego degree ?

LG e R )

Q—Canyou :-- *- : =~.. .-* (\ling'this problem of
\hortheight_?‘ 01 e gt I e DR s e d
L Al ﬁpvergmegtnw'oula‘ only ,he prepared, tq spend more,
noncy ,and give opinm in, pilt form the  little shortweight dangér
bat thero is will disdppear, _

Q.—Have you'poy other moans? o e at”
L AT haye, not given a thought over this matfer. , My
oint ‘is that so far as the vegistration” of new pconsumers is
ncerned that is not pb all affected by this shortweight.

Q.~TIs it not'a fact that you base your® views" on  your ex-
erionce of this district? |
oy g A

L Su ik oo

e C f opium you deposed only':
rom istrict ? o e
i\' A—Tes. But  that,does pat afect, the, jssue, , Tuman
a:fn;e is not vory differont 'in other places from what it is in -
Kamrup.* Cyta

anﬂ%.—-\‘vou}.d you agree that what you suggest hero applics

J o Kamrup ? L, [ SRR I
- A—So far ,as human nature, is, conogrned, if it is, p-ssiblo
e -~medy In one place why should it  not be possible

ot er a0 ) thosi ea2 F1VYE 812
you any experignes of tho Upper Assawm districts ?
A ~1 have some epericnce but ‘not much.
}  Q~—Did yougo there ? . .
i A~—Yes, IwasthoMnhdging Direofor of Gévindpur'Tea
Butate. Lo -
i+ 1Qe—Djd you gointo the interior in Upper Assam to preach
tﬁlﬂﬁemncg ? PRESRVIOD R 15 1 SIS 4
AT think I wont oncg or twice. I have moved with the
people in the Uppor Assam distriots. .ow, 2
Q.—At the b(:ginning‘of your evidence yousaid that thero
are two classes of people.  Ono wera co-operators and the other
¥ere non-co-apdrators ?
A.~—I 53id there were three classes.

oy
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Q.—You are a very busy advocate in fhis district ar
you have a long experience. Why did you waste your time }
frequent visits to Bethny ? ) ‘

AT told you why already.

Q.—Are you fond of doing public work ?

A.—1I canhot give that certificate to myself, .

Q.—You said in your ‘evidence early that the number o'
addicts is diminishing ? What 1s that due to ?

A.—1I have already said that it is due to the economic
depression. I have also already said that Government should
take full advantage of the situation and stop the evil at once.

Q.~—You also said that 80 to 100 addicts gave up tht
habit in Bethna. It is due to preaching of temperance there?

A.-—That was a long time before. Just now it is dus ©
the economic depression,

Q.-—Have you any other business at Bethna ?

A.—Nof much. ‘

Q.—1Is the mouzadar there your relative ?

A.—He is not my relative. He comes to me now and
then just like anyone of you will. T used to go to Bethna in
connection with some work of publie utility,

Q.—Excuse my asking you a question as a member o
this Committee. Have you any connection with any opmd
shop ?

A.—You can certainly put me that question. I have abso
lutely no connection with any opium shop.

Q.—Do you go frequently to preach temperance ? .

A.—After the adoption by Government of this policy ¥
are not really doing such propaganda as we used to do befor
Because we considered that this policy was doing somé fgf);
and we were quite prepared to wait for its normal life o

years.

Q.—Did you join in picketing?
Au""No' . . th U
—Did you preach or visit any other places in the * PP
Assam districts ? o -

A.—T visited Jorhat particularly. '
Q.—Have you any experieénce that tlie habit can be cur
? C ) T s . 3
o dfzg—s—N o drug is necessary. Indulgence in opium 182 psyeb
logical question.
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Q.—Has the Government policy done auy good fo the
public ? - .

A.~—~Tt has done good to the extent that it stauds for.

Q.~You mean by following the t2n per cent. cut 7.

A—~Yes. \ -

Q —You are now in Javour of the continnance of the 10
per cent, poliey if Government deside not to adopt your recom-
mendation for the total prohibition jmmediately ?

A.—~That is the obvious implication of my answers.

———

No. 25.

The next witness examined was Sriyur LOHIT CHANDRA
NAY AK. !
Examined by the OHAIRMAN .—
Q.~~You have seen the questionnaire. What is your idea
nbout the success of the policy ?
A.—If bas been sucoessful in my opinion. It should ba
continued for the next five years.
Q~—You think there will be no fear of smuggling®
. A~—It may be hert and there but that will not affect the
ypoliey.
Q.~—Do you say that peaple will not resort to illicit opium ?
A.~There mny be iflicit sale of opium. But that will not
cause much harm, Tomy mind the number of such sales is
few and far between.
Q.~~You have heard Mr. Bardaloi’s ovidence. Are you of
the samo views os ha expressed ?
. A~Thad already formed my views when Iread the ques-
tionnaire. ¥ have also now hoard his evidence.
m?ﬁnYmincd by Mavnsavt ABDUR RAHIM OHAU-

Q.—Do you net think that smuggling has inereased as o
rosult of this poliey ?

"A—X donot think so. Ifisonly iho plen put forward by
Jthe dopartment in order to justify their existoneo.

Shrror BRINDABAN CIHANDRA GOSWAMYX :—

Q.~You mean to say that in spite of our Penal Codo and
the police foree you have not been ‘able to stamp out erimo
completely, So atso thero muy be somo Rmupel  but that s
0 plea for allowing opium more -~

A~Yes.
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k7 —-*q . . -
Q.—So also smuggling may remain. in some.quarters?

o -—Yes, say that all attempts {should be made to stop

Q.—You are an ez-M. 'LC. P

A.—T was an M.L.C. was also the. Chmrman of the '[o
cal
Board for Barpéta’ and ‘1 was ”also a w’ar thra As%xstant Com-

missionerr for- bémetlme T am noxLV practxsma at. Gaqhagth
. i 1% [ 1 T

Examined by ,'RAI ,BAHAI)UR NILAMBAR DATTA :—

Q.~Is it not a fact that sho:twelght practice is going on
in your subdivision P ”

A.—T have information that 11; is. .
Q.—How ‘do "thé "Tessees” ‘Qispose of the shortwmg}a,t -ur
plus? e
A.—I am told that if a pass-holder goes 10 the shqp for o
tola he gets only 12 annas. © Bo far as My ‘information ’gopa iti
disposed “of in supplementing the' ratibns that have been’ cht”

-Q.—And also probably- it 18 glven to the umeglstered opium

Al Tun gt

consumers ?
A.—May be.
Q.—Have you any jdea as to the rate-at which this su}p}us

is sold ? I

- A—~—Jam informed that the price is higher tnan the' trea-

sULY prjce. 1 think it is sometlmfas Rs. 3 or Rs. 8 0

Q. —-—Not more than that?’

A—1 have not heard of 1t ‘ ‘ "
q. —Have you any knowledae of the pqmbgr of nnregispered

opmm-eatefs P

Ty fThere may be some pub their number 1s feW and fa

NI s SR
ax

'?F};vyesn' Doy ble for G nment 0
**"Q.—Do you think it would be adﬂsa ¢ for Gover
for1 u? to recgmmend to open the’ registers and brmg t’heni 1n

A—Llam dead against it. If you g° “on openmg the rcgi

ety O

' Suwill nevedidave’ fbe ’n{mom '
o YQ Donﬁtar%u{ }il k that it would reheve these, poor peop
— -°
who &TC ﬁd’dv pa ’y‘mo“ exor jitent pn‘(‘:es 4 N

9 o1l bet
RS ;Qchew pjmlon that at times it is f
‘sa‘cnfilc:s%uf} n‘l I}e ‘sake. of the many B h thcn peop
ot die Tor mob lt“ king oplum-
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Do you think {hat the present price of treasury opmm

pbigive ?
, —It sometimes geerns to moe to be s0.
od ond the duty 18 Jessened 1 think 1t WO

vo check

Q—Can 1 take 16 that you know many mnhpldars ?
A-- I know these people 1 thiok that 1f thewr moralo 18
o ymaroved then you should get & better sort of mtn to whom
ghould give Licepees.

q,——Are youin favoyr ‘?E ean

it

1f the pmeo 18
uld act as 2B

: towng the present cub for
jer five years
A —Yesat ghould pcominue ‘for the next {iye years.
Q —And no new addicts should be given passes?
A—No
dical grounds?

Q—You will make provisin for cases on WE
A1t there 18 pecessity and 1f the doutor certifies 1t to be

ecessary for s health
Q —Would you advise any 886
A —T would put 1t st 40.
Q —Arg you 1o favour of grantin
A —T have already soid that 1 am pot
Q —You a.e of OPIHCR thgt after these five years thero will
be no opium ? .
A—Yes1 would Lihe to 8¢ {hat we AT

ymat for g1V308 passes?

g new passes at all?

¢ free from tho oprum

poison

tae CHAIRMAN —

Q —According 4 the prg.sqnt pohey opipm will continud
to remaatt Tor fhose who aTC over £

A—1 saylthat mo peW pacses should be gien 0 porsops
below 40 - -

Q —Ypu say that Jessees soll thay shortwm%ht opum f0

pass holders whose {z\tions‘lqu péen yeduce

A —1 Lnow §t from & friend qt; ming .

Q—The Government olicy has up {0 datg rcuqopc}! l’ig p‘c;
cent of th rationS T th: gorisumors do ot geb USBe mt 1\)0
redneed quantity then 1w do you poppose {hat the hiobi ¥
gronvp? - 3, So v

A L7hat connob pe oured must b codpred 0 W :
they find thal thpy will m;ft hxm ok opam tho H!fg&\% i‘: el
sl hie' Dow they or¢ petting v sup

1d

they cannot geb 1t 1& OB o o trophye
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0.—-~Q L »
¢-—=S0 also smuggling may remain in some _guarters?

A.—Yes
it ~Yes, I say that all attempts should be made to stop
N R A

Q.-—You are an ez-M.L.C. ?

A—T was an M.T, :

Board for Barpéts and (]? . “:)as; lso the Chairman of the Tocal

nissoner for Ii'é‘ineti ne. ]v:s'as 250 & “Ja.r Lxbra“Assistant Con

fomelime. Tl oy priciting of oyt

gm’;med by Rar Bsamapur NILAMBAR DATTA . —

. ~-Is it not & fact that 1 tice is eof

i your subdivision ? ! ‘sé(_)'x:twezght practice is going on
A—I have information that it .

s ?.-—How do the Tessees ‘dispose of the shortweight . sur-
A~—I am told that if a pass-holder goes io the sh;gp for ome

tola he gets only 12 annas. So far as my information “goes it is

disposed of in supplementing the'ratidns that have been’ cut= ~
"Q~And also probably it is given fo the urregistéred opium

consumers ? SRR R
A.~—DMay be. o

~ Q.—Bave you any idea as to the rate.at which this surplus

is sold ? TR
A.—] am informed that the price is higher than -the trea-

sury prjce. -1 think it is sometimes Rs.3 or Bs. 3-8-0. — -

4 1,
o

Q.—Not more than that? "
A.—1I have not heard of it. ' .
Q.—Have you an} Iinbwfédgg of the number of upregistered
opium-eafers ? -
A There may be some bub their number is few and far
betwegn. R - -

[ QY

Q.—Do you think it wo

for us to recommend-to open ud brin |
A.—TI am dead against it. If you goon oRgngzg _t}:g regise

ters you will ievei! R :

uld be advisable for G(ﬁernmgpt or
the registers 'an"d'Qging thept in ?

R

gave-the pations -

s e gfe ] i e ,

Q ..._.Don“’t“ryoh {hink that it would relieve these poor people
- ¢, . :‘_l RROK 1S T e n® .....,r) PSS YA N

176 doty payiig” exorbitant pricest )

‘who 4T fidty paying exorbltant Proes

A

- Ly y ’i : . L4 [
A CLILEIJ 0'{ %hé opinion that ab times it 15 beﬁt]ir‘ég
- sacrifice some for the sake. of {he many.’ 31{15 then people.
not die for not Jt'él;zgqg opinm. c .

M
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Q—Do youthink that the present price of treasury opium
s probibitive ?

A~—It sometimes seems to me fo be so. If the price is
refuced and the duty is lessened I think it wouldactas an
offective check.

Q—Can I take ib,that you hnow many mabpldars ?

A-Z T know these.people I think that if their morale is
to be improved then you should get & better sort of men to whom
you should give licppees.

Q r-Are you in Tayour of continping the present cut for
another five years ® -

4 +7Xes it should continue for the next five years.

Q —And no new addicts should be given passes?

é.—;-NO ro

Q—You will make provision for cases on medical grounds ?

ATt there ,is necessity and if the doctor certifies 1t to be
necessary for his health.

Q~—Would you advise any age-limit for giving passes?

A~1 would put it at 40.

Q-=Aze you in fasour of granting new passes at all?

A~T have ulyeady soid that T am not. )

Q—You aie of opinion that after these five years thero will
be no opium P : i

A~Yes I would like to sec fhat we are free from the opium
poison, oo o

InE CHAIRMAN — , . . )

Q —According tq the present poliey opipm will continue
to remain Tor those who ‘are over 507 .

A1 sny that no mew passes should be gwen fo persons
below dp, - % A

Q—~Ypu sny that lessees sell their shortwoight opium to
Pss-liolders whose Fations havg béén ;?duceq ?
A1 Lnow §t from o friend of ming.

. duced 50 per
Q —The Government policy has up fo dumgﬁg‘éxsi% to g)lfo

€ent, of the atjons, - If th corsamers do niot 3 to
_,ncgg ;?,f,ﬂ;?ﬁ'cnlhow‘ 46 you supposc that the habit will be
Ri¥enypp - *v o~ "7 7 . )

o Ao g b2 st B SN T
§;‘;i‘ “‘i‘j‘:“ﬁ’f;;‘,gc""gcg’:i;g ool craving supplied but 1f

they
LT i
°F cangot get it 1t would be B trophy.
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Q.—Dov’t you think . .
place of treasur}y’. opiu&ngh that sranggied opum will take the

A.~ There is the Excise staff to prevent it

o ”Q.-«Do you think that hg, increasing the Excj
gting could be driven away from the province ?

A.—The existing staff is qui i
: g st quite sufficient to st i
WI}en there is no shortweioht sale, There will onl;pb:h:milz{
gling and the present staff is sufficient, )

Mavziavr ABDUR RAHIM CHAUDHURY :—

Q.—Tt scems tha‘t you have no faith in these mahaldars ?
A.—1 have very little faith in them.

Q.—Do you sucgest that the shops sh . .
educated people? shops should be settled with

A.—1I suggest it should be settled with people of 2
character. . pecpte o approred

Q.—Do you think that prople with sufficient education
would ccme forward ?

A.~May come. I bave seen one B.A. offerinz for settle-
nmient.

Sr1svr BRINDABAN CHANDRBA GOSWAMI :—
Q.—Do you know a graduate lessee was convieted ?
A.~There are black sheep in every fold.

Mavravi ABDUR RAHIM CHAUDHURY :~

Q —Would you like Government servants to {ake charge of
this selling ?

A.—Why not sell in tablet form ?

Q.— We had better leave that suggestion for 2 moment ?

A.—In that case the idea of Government servants selling
them may be tried. But I am not in a position to say if it would

be a success. '
—TYou have sufficient experience as a man of the pablic.

Could you tell us whether this policy should be continued or the
whole opium stopped immediately ?
or five years and I would

A.—The policy has now run on i
advise that it };md {etter run on for the nlex{; t}'j‘et yglé's.bel’; Iy{gg
ddenly it may affect the revenue aiso. L€ _plain
ig‘z)%;;, Ie)lelrzonally yI should consider that it should be stoppec

it i i t to ration the com
at once. But it is the policy of Governmen [
sumption annually and, therefore, I recommend that it m]

se staff smug-

‘continue.



247,

e OHAIB'MA.N —DoY ou think that we ghall be yaoro
ssful by s\oppmv at onco or bY going on liko thia for the
fivo years?

—1 donot think it » ouldl not be s\\cce>s'i Bt 1 thivk

copld chould have 88 opportun ity of 8 duully hrm"mg

n theu ration.

Fsamined by S1IUT ROHI\ I KUMAR C}lA. UDHURI—

—~You are perhap o ware thot @ {airly 10780 number of
the z\b % on accow

h(:ts Lave beon © elled to give up nt of
nomic osmou ?
L Q—In somo onses they have rbduced their Tations consider-
)

A—Yés. o

Q—would yoh pot toko advantag® of this eituntion and

top the opium habit? At
¢

s already come to BelP us.

AL T think we had petter toke advantage of it
er 10 wait for tho noxt vo years {s thero

—Again sW osing WO ;
not & dunger of thgpecon%m'\c condition pettering zmd the peoplo
asking ¥ his qncstmn.

would be tem ted to go ok ? g you thG
We have heel:x she dgt,o review the whole posd X Would 308
not rather advise us by terios s dofinitely whuol yOU profor?

3 Cons'\dcring

A—T am no¥ petween the horns of & 418
that the cconomiC §itu:\tion i

ttopped the future Wi il be brigh!
views to the exien at thot this € ghould be Stoppe! nce {abin
';g“f;mgc of tho orldwide €@ onomi® Jdopression

o. 20.

.7
Next the Comm\uco examined GA
DAR, BD. Pleade

Tixamincd b the OIIAIR\IA‘I
—You say that tho polioy ¥ js o BW nocess ? 1n whot way
isitn ‘suceess ?

A—Lcall it o suc! ccess ) bocnuse the quontity of opium has
béen much xcduec 1t lns 10 [ o evil cfiect °2 tho peopie
Q—' 3t prevonted tho younc ¢ generotion com tohing

opium

' A —Certainly- They CrnT ink of hinving oplum 0o
more. whes they avo come \ \ o of this olicy they shn}
Yinvo to think X thrice be l‘ ro \bhoy lh\ uk of opiod: phercfort: 1
N opped their tcmpm\ion. Jrev
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say. that it bas checked ‘the spread of the habif?’
A —Certainly, it h ' g 0g
rainly, ag checked its progress am e
ig:l;gber generation. Not only that ; even]- in:t’ending g:éssmtge
e ;c;?] 'sctop_ped\and %hslcouraged. Even addicts have given ii
y 1'some cases ab least have brought do > Tations.
These things are being voluntarily d()ne.g oy the o

Toe CHAIRMAN :—

Q.—Have you personally come ac ien who were i
rate addicts that gave itup? ross men who were inete

_1%.———Yes.. During the Ncn-co-operation in 1921° Lhad to
work in-many mauzas, - I approach many people and I"am glad
to say that many people Lave given it up. Some of them havs
taken to it again but their number is very very small,

Q— S\}pposiyg Government say that they are determined to
root ont this habit and say that no mote opiam ‘will be available
to persons below the age of 50, do you think :thétlphblic”oijiﬁiohl
will be behind” Government anud the-public’ also “would ' come
forward to help Goveérment in proventing stidggling?
A.—TWhile the public will be, withi the  Govérnmient in all

Raz Bawaprr NILAMBAR DATTA :—Do- you mean {
DATTA 1~ nean fo

this, I do not see what the public” could "doin preveling- smug”
gling. The first thing is- to prevent smuggling af “tlie_voot, af

laces from where the opium comes.- That ought to be done by
the Government of India.

Q.—You mean in the Sfates ? ‘
A .—1 think a-strict .wateh should'bé

will not co-operate. ‘ ) o g
—You realise' that it is very difficult to know  all the
They may take one ‘route

routes by which the smugglers come.

foday and another another day- .
A.--1 appreciate the diffculty. What, T say:-is. first the
manufacture of opium in the provinges §hou1d be ,sgqppei(‘l: _ _Aftgr
all, all over India it is Bﬁﬁsh_“Grovernnmnt:l They *can theck 1t
in Cooch Beliar orin Marwar. )
—You are making the question t00 big? —

A-_1 do not consider that his Conitiftet Is a Smallms ter.
You Agan:'[n(iglieoi‘ebdmmend‘aﬁoﬁs to the i;é.ssam'(?rq?exg}m;?n ?igd
tlies Assamy Goverinien e * Goverpment® of 04

keptif the" Prineés

‘At MOVE ] :
b ) of the Govera-

. . 3

thing is that ib depends upon the will of
A’n’o?er'm:éy? rast be determined that the, habit, <& Ou‘ltdth}?:
D ed 4 't because it is an evie They fust see 82 1 AT

stopped at any €0
the opium'1s not:
1% 1. rices,

had- even though
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Q~—That'is begaing the question. How is it to bo douo?
ot L e T

L - + ' . That the Government can do.
oF we nave gol but o very mnild type of lecislation. If this
s pushed a little. more” and if opiwm-eaters are pnnished, ns L
lieve those with illicit ' possos-jon of opium are punished, I do
Athink it chn eXxist. Of course provision will be made for
owe that are to” have it for medical rcasons. Ay position i3
a I would penalise tho opium-eaters equally with the possessors
opium, - ‘

Q.~—Any more suggostions ?

 A~There can be propaganda work by means of hand bills
aed literature describing the pernicious effcats of opiumj leaflets
o veraaoular containing similar articles so that the information
may reach everyholy and be undeistood by them ; Government
ofictrs could advise” and if necessary might preach amongst the
bublic ahout the evil offects of opium. Also Government should
eitomage the public to preach against opium-eating without
rsorting o pioketing. I am certan there are lots of peoplo
¥bo would come forward to du it.

Q—1Is there any bar now ?

AT consider thete is. Pcople think that they will be ar-
Il ¥ . That is the reason why honest people
) P prople and some go to the leugth of

e
“1... - ent i> honestly wanting to radicato

Q 1t this policy is continued, after fivo yenrs there will be
0 Mre treasary opinm except for those over 60 years. Do you
ansider th (¢ there will then boa volume of public opinion to
“ck op Government and to prevent smuggling ? .

AT say that o lob of people will do their utmost. The
“‘.‘“‘0 of Ass;\ym will be hcm‘;\a PGnvcmmcnt in fighting smug-
402 in two ways, First by inducing people not to ko opium
ud socondly Yy trying to belp Government in the maiter
1 Sungeling, I cun-toll you that publie are voiy tmxlmli
? help Government., But now they cannof doit. I have goo
35008 for thinking so. , .

H
. Q~To you thinlk then thnt the public will help aud smug.
Sz will stepy - :

ATt will stop and it mu-t <top.
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Q.~Do you think
be as corrupt as the ’Ill:\g]q?t sst‘o‘xgist::emberz o bl will
A ~The assumption u'ob("xhl s tlat{ oo comupt o
of the abiie e proba : ¥ is lhaj; there arc some membe:
o 1 Hh whose connivanee opium  would be smugelel
vnr{nin'):r]:-;m'rfyﬂr cm?not agree ‘with that assnmption: I am q;nt*
. nilthe presont policy he continued, -or aven, if th
Wele opium 1= stopped at once, smugzling and corruption wil
emain to a certain degree. T am quite certain that aipall ime
there will be some smugelers bringing opivm and some copl
triying fo take opinah,  But that would be absolutely i'ns?_q'ngﬁg

cand.
Q.—Do you think that a member of the piiblic ill d"fzrek}
come and give evidence against a smuggler? c
.-'S.‘-—~Cm‘€mn]y.. ¥ven the smugglers are not such dangerous
prople as the bad livelihood men. Also the smugglers would b
an eye sore to the people beeause thoy only are getting money.
while others are not. There may, bowever, be some places, when
the people are eallous.  But I do not consider this will be the
stute of affairs thronghout the provinee. {
Q.—You are a member of the Bar. I would like to ask
question which I hope yeu will not take amiss. Will it not he
helpful if the pleaders will net take up cases and defend te

smugglers C

A.—Whether the pleaders take up the case on behalf of the
smugelers or not, there is a provision of law that no innocent
person should be punished. That is the main principle of jusiict
and one cannot be sure that all the smugglers that come to cowt
are culprits  If anyone will give such a guarantee then I believe
the pleaders will nct take up defending the smugglers. Where
is the sanctity in justice if innocent people will have no chance

of defending themselves?

Q.—7That is when the man arrested is
Arc there not cases where there may be some
the minds of the pleaders that after all they m

{hose who may not be innocent ?

A —There may be such cases, | .
Q.—If he offers a Jarge sum of money you will try your bés

: . A 5

tosave a smuggler, won't you! , -

N i : canno

A.—Even in cases when he pays in ]1ump ‘(gi'o}q J giqqthe o

gave him il he is proved a culll)l:;t. gt alll;3 t(ﬁfroﬁesisgeaﬂy il
: » e man is a rcal culprit and W ally

e e oo : e their case, the man 18 innoces

If the Excise oflicers cannob prov
and e must be frec.

Ampran

actually innocent
doubts lurking It
ay be defending
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Sprivr BRINDABAN CHANDRA GOSWANMI i
Q —Even arenl culprit if he has the legal bolp in defend-
g himself ds at times ncquitted ?

A.~Is if desirable that witnesses shonld mot bo CTOSS.
esamined and theacoused convicted ?

Smisur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :—Con you
s lawy ers combine and say that you would not defend a certain
dass of acoused? 1 7

4 ~AVe aremot allowed to say so nnd ne ought not to sny 80

Tee CH'AI}III\‘IAN T~

Q.~Is thereany farce in {he argument advanced by some
pople who <ay that Government und thur staff do not get any
inlp from the pubiic ?,

A —Supposing there is nobody coming forward to help the
ohes  Will that be a rea on for the polica to say that they
il not keep peace and order ? S0 the Excice officers aro bound
0 secare the co-operation of the public  If they fail thea thero
 comething wrong in the way they stk public co-operatsn 1t
- for the GoYeroment to find 1t out and rechfy.

., RauBARADURINILAMBAR DATTA .—TYouagree generally
ith the views.expessed by Mr. Paxdalot before this Uommiltce ?
A —T cannot agree with him in some nnswers
Q—Generally in the matter of the cntinuation of the
gsent pelicy and the piohibition of oprum ?

A—~X shall o glad to answer your questions if you put
°m one by one,

l ?,-;Yo\\ bave deposed fron your cxperience in Kamrap
v 7€

A~ -1l bo able tatell you as rezards any particalar
ter you have in‘mind if you put me a question on’ that.
Q~As regards the unregictorcd oplum-eaters ?

“.—X have not smd anything about the unregitered opium-
1.

Q —As rogards bringing them mfo the registers thoco that
needy ?

A~ have spoken about them in my stntoment and I have
 nothing bere 1n evidence, )

Q —Ys that reply based on your personnl experience ?

AYex,
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Q.—~Youl :

LI [HAZY gnren 1h . e

not be one . e opinion ‘that t S0t

. pened even to needy persons P the _reglsters shoul{

A.—1 say that opi ‘
. -1 say the pmmshoull]; 1 . .
e glad if the Government Stop( i t)o& ?Igsgggthen §toPPed. I shoul

t"""Y o agal i
Q ou are againsé opening the registers P
A—Yes,
—You  opini
Q base your opinion on your experience in Kamrup?

A.—I have gathered m i
¢ y experience ne
h]&ve seen of the peaple of Kamx?up but‘3 ;11(;:3) ?S&ﬁ, from what 1
e T b ol the people in the whole province is a oottt i
il. ave actually seen people being ruined in all dist;)ict;:hls

Q —Take it for granted that in the Lakhi

. ¢ k i i |
arc lots of .opmm-eatcrs and they pay heatill;lgg) 1‘1; Cf{l:tlswf t g
surplu.s opium. hat canses great hardship to them. a é)l tlt]he
arc boing ruined. Take it for granted that it is a fact e

A.—T1 am very Sorry for those people wl '
for their opium. [ am also very SOl'Il)' i %or theloGg?Zrn]g%]rlxt rgtei
has not taken offective steps to stop this and save thé eople fr '
beiny exploited. 1 shall also be very much more sgrr v if 11%?
Committee does aot emphatically make the 1‘e06mnzend3,t’iol‘
to Government to put a stop to this smuggling. If smug le
opinm 13 sold ab Dibrngarh at Re- 8§ it speaks much agngim
+ and they ought to wake up now at least. L

Governmen
SRIJUT ROHINI KUMAR CITAUDHURL-

Examiucd by
against the peaple of Dibragarh ?

Q.—Does it speak
a.—That goes without saying.
y take it from me that smuggling will go o

Qiys, you may
cternally sud it would be Jarger than it is ab present.

Q.—You 82y that smuggling willgoon ? -

A—Yes cbernally and with greater force.
Q,-——Would 1t he wise for the Assam Gnvernment to frame
rohibitory legislation 1NOW when no opinm  passes areé require
in the neighbouring

A.-—-—That is the reason w

hy Assam ,Governmeut should
rohibib it Other people W

ay manufaeture poison

thev
:&gg:end it? to Assam. In Cooch Behar 1 heard that they mant:
T,ep Cooch Behar and Bengal take cate tof
t entel

facture © jun. \ ng
themselve-g Tor ourselves, let us sce that 16 L}oes,no

here.



Tue CHAIRMAN :— ¢ -
Q.~Suppocing that smugglers ave punished in such a way
asto T.ain them altogether and’then they are deported ? .
© ' A.~Tf other methods fail, probably’ they sball havoe to be
trehted like Gosnias in Bengal - o P ‘
‘' Q-—As a mémbier of the Bar do you mean ‘tosay that
‘deterrent “punishment would check it 2 ° v !
A.—Yes. 1t must also be possible to keep opiom fiom the
pecple. There'shoull be no apium <hnp and vo facility for the
peopls 1o buy’ Thun the habit will die, ns fue is cxtinguished
for want of fuel, ’

'

No, 27. '

The Committ ¢ neat examined Spiyvt AMBIKA GIRI
ROY CHAUDUHURY, General Secrctaly, Assamiya Ffanga
Rahshini Sabha Y.

Fxawmined by the CHAIRMAN :—

Q.—You think that the Assa n Government is not in favour
of aholishing the opium habit. Why do you say that ? L

AT huve littie doubt about it.

Q.—The Guverninent have started this ten per cent. cut
and that they bave been following till now. The ohjeat is to
ensie, even as they have declared, thit after the full ten
yenrs are run ont thete will be no more opium eacept for the
nged.  Why do you suspeet their bona fides ?

A.—~My doubt arises irom the fact that without giving full
effest to their declared poliey thev should have sturted all this
enquiry uy dappomted ¢ Committee to enguire _on this very
matier after fivo years only have gone by.

Q~—You aro looking atit the wrong way, The rencon why
n Committee was found necossary was beeause some matters have
erept in during these five years whicn the Government  justifia-
Dly apprehendel mizht defeat the policy that they havelauncbed.
That is the only reason why this Commitica is here and, after
all, eves this enquiry 15 in fwitherance of the policy ywhich they
want to he sure is n.ado successful, So to find out wmeans =0
that the policy may not bo defeated it is but natural they should
taheall precautions.  Agnin you must remember that in a year
or two you will Lave your own Government. Now that I have
explained the situation I hope you will not any more surpect the
bona fides of Governmont.

A.~—As o publio man I should say that the Government have

“}Wﬂ » wrong path if their sincerc objeot was to eradicate the
ovil. Instead of getting at the root of the problemsithat confront
them thoy hiave canght hold of n branch. This will not solvo
their difieulty.
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Q.~Just, as medicine is given from dispensaries ?

A~Yes. Thon the smugglers will not be able fo mnke a
profit and they wonld not come here. As regards the unregis»
tered consumers 1 do not think there are upregistered consnmers
in Aessm, If there are snch people I would have known
becauso T come in contnct with all sorts of pesple. I do not
know the price of smuggled opinm,

Q—Do you mean that if opium is distributel freely thed
the smuggleis will not come in ?

A.~—They will not come in.

Q.—You suggest this for those who are alrealy in the regis.
ter P

A—~Yes I have said that there aro no unregistered
consumeors. But let me be clear. If the intention of Govern-
ment was to «top smaggling, then I say this Tiee distribution of
opium would meot the fear of smugglers. But I am for total
probibition of opium at once.

Rar Bamapur NILAMBAR DATTA —Supposing Gov-
ornment do not nccept your recommendation of total prohibition
immediately. 'fhonare yon in favour of continuing this 10 per
cent. roduction policy ?

A.—~Tshall agree to this it I can bo sure that Government
will remain sincore to the policy for the next five years.

Q.—So0 in & manner you will agree ?
A.—T1 have no other nlternative,

Q.—~Do you think that by continuing this cut theve will ho
;ndm'; opium smugglcdinto the district in which you aro interest-

A.—T have given an answer. I think smuggling will
disappenr.es..eee.

. Q—Tdonot wanta long reply. Supposing wo continne
this polisy. Do you think that smuggling will increase ?

ATt will decrease if opium s given fo tho registered
cansumers,

Q.—Do you know if the precent pass-holders  whoso rations
are bejng cat down, thoy supplententst from the mahaldars or
from the smugglers ?

AT Qo not think s e,
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Q' "Ol'iq jt t‘hat
g b rou d 3 ‘
A.—T do not kng\v. 0 nob enow ¥

" Q.~1luve you gi
. i LY you give " 3 '
Sabhs > you given your statcment as the Secretary of the

(). I]‘l ‘ (, :‘
\l’ » e

Q.~—Ilas this s
g is statement  be ove’
Commites 3 been approve! by the Executive
-‘XONS.’(‘SO
Q.—~—Mave ¥ i
~TIlave yvou any proceedings book ?
A—Yus. s .
‘) —— R . . L] .
‘ Q.—Mave yon noted in the preceedings book that this state-
ment has been approved by them ?

f\ "'“"Y(‘S.
eppe O 3 g
Tur CHAIR ALAN :—ITow many members ate there ?

(‘»\-——- %Iht‘rﬂ are many branches thronghout the whele of Assam,
). =Ilow many memnbers will there be inall?

e N
A—Till now nearly 2,000. I may say that in my statement
T am backed up by the whole Assumcese nation.

) hibition altogcther. And
your position 1s that the other argumentsyou have produced aré
.‘}"nply what you think of the problem from the Government
side, atherwise you do not mean that opiam should be ditributed
free?

A.—That is the corrcch re

MavLavi ABDUR RAHIM CHA
mahaldars P

O.—You are in favour of total pro

ading of my cvidence:
UDHURY : - What is

your; idea ol the
A.—Now and then [ read from the paper

say that mabaldars are not 80 honest.
Q.—What is your idea of the Excise staft P A

{heir duties honestly ?
A.—Tt is a very hard thing to say-
Q.——-Buﬁ you have said many things against Govemment?

n about the Golaghat Excise staff ?
sen dismissed.

s and also friends

re they doing

A.—1 have personally seen &
Tiveryone knows that one Tana Singh has b

Q.—You say thal they are corrupt ?

A—T1 do not like to go 80 far. Opium
:th it beeuneés gorrupb

that whoocver com.es in contact wi

‘is such & had thing
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+Q.=You /get no assistanee from the public?
A'—They do not want to be dragged in aund they do Iikdfo,
~eomo snd give evidence. o
Q.—At least thoy do not stand in your way #- *
A-—No, 1 have never said that,
Exomined by Bawor » ROHINI XKUMAR CHAU-
DHURI -
. Q~—You snggested that the only means,of cheching smug-
gling and shortweight would by removing the demand 2 ¢

A.~That is one. ‘

Q.~—~And give opinm to those who want*it. Then you ssy
thureAwill be no smuggling, nodemand and no shortweight ?

—Yes.

Q.—I am asking whether tho present policy ism faiture ?

A.—TIt ispartly a failure, '

Q —That failure- consists in the fact that it has created a
dc{nm;d which is being supplied by smugglers and by short-
sales

A~Yes, ; , 4 >

Q~~And in order fo do’ away with that failure you say that’
Govérnment should remove the demand ? .

A.~My advice fa not to remove but I am nasking you' to
considor these difficulties nlso, ' : ‘

i . Qe—~Dayou wantto romove the demnnd ?

A.~If you want to check smuggling you should romove it:
*  Q~Do you think that the chject 6f the Governmentiis to
prevent smuggling and not o stamp ont the opium habit ? <

A.—To do away with the habit, .

Q.—You consider tho presont policy has been n failute
beeause the smugglers are supplying opium ?

A—-Yes,

Q,~And in order to meet that would you like to remove the
demand ? .

A.._That is one way. oo,

Q.—By supplying the demand wo get one, offcctive method
of doing nway with the smuggling ?

A -

—es o A=Y,
Q.—But if you go supplying the demand how yéu can do
swhy with opium and stamp out the ovil ¢ '

A.~—~Yes, if you restrict the ngo, you can stop it after s few
Jears,” I you say that below the nzp of 40 there will Yo no
tazses issued you can do away with tliis ovil in say 25 years. .
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Q.—O0ris it 1)
N : t you do n ,
AT do not know., o know 7

X ’.“.JI.I,('\vc \.Ol( f’i 7o) » .
Sablia 2 e SIVen your statement as the Secretary of he

[

(\.-—-—-\'(xs'

QO —Tlive v

N e younan Exeeouti .
Ao N ! Exceutive Committee

n -v]lgtt 3

e us {his state )
Committee ¢ ment been approvel by the Executive

Jx'“l’“s-

Q.-——que AX2) .

b you any nroee .
A Y s, ¥ praceedings  book ?
Q, —~ITave von n i
‘ i oted in the preecedings ool :
» . N av g thafl t} 5 -

ment hus been o pproved by them ? 7 s state

A—TYps,

Meyge

Tun CHALL M AN .—Tow many members are there ?

A e Ther

(-) Fhera ave many brnncho's thronghout the whele of Assam,

8. =Iow many members will there be in all P

4 84 N

A ~Till now nearly 2,000. I may say that in my statement
I'am backed up by the whole Assamese nation. '

Q.—You are in favour of total prohivition altogether. And
yonr position is that the other arguments you have produced are
sinply what you thiuk of the problem from the Government
siiie, otherwise you do not mean that opium should be distributed
free?

A.—That is the correct reading of my cvidence.

Mavravi ABDUR RAHIM CHAUDHURY :-What is
vour idea of the mahaldars? :

A.—~—XNow and then I read from the papers and also friends
say that mabaldars are not so honest. 2

Q.—What is your idea of the Bxcise staff ? Are they doing
{heir duties honestly ? )

A.—Tt is a very hard thing to say.

Q.-—But you have said many things against Government ?

sonally seen about the Golaghat Excise staff ?

A.—1T1 have per at |
! anu Singh has been dismissed.

Everyone knows that one T
Q.—You say tl:at they are corrupt ?
A—T do not like to go 8o far. Opium 18 such a had thing

that whocver comwes in contact with it becumes corrupt-
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Q.—Doyon think that you too will, become corrupt if you
aro,Exeise Superintendent or Tuspegfor ot & maheldar ?

A1 will not nccept o po;t unlesg it bo, definitely to orndi.
cate the evila . '
. Qe—Are you in {avour of total prohibition at once P

A.—Yes. Tecauseif you heep it on for five years there is
chanco offnew addicts, coming .in. Thereforc I favour prohibi-
tion at,once. ! ! o

:
No.28, = -

Next the Gommittce examined DHADHIRAM DHULANG,
Kaibarta, Kukurmnia, Saigaon Mauza.

He deposed as follows :—

Tam 60 years of age. I am taking opium for the lost 11
years. Xlave got no license. I have got no opium now with me.
Itake ono rati per day. I purchase my requirements from
other pass-holders. T applied for pass but Twas refused o pase.
Iam trying to.'givoitup and { like not to take opium. But
temptatin is great and I am taking it now. I took opinm
first as I suffere} from dysentery I had business in timber and
Tam also n cultivator. I caid that I get my requirement from
other pass-holders and I pay Rs 2a tola. I get my supply
from my father-in-law Anandh, from my son-in-law, Matharam,
from Khukhhiran and from Jayaram.

- T applied for a pass in March Inst aud naddressed it to the
Buperintendent. I filed the petition for opium with him jwhen
he was at Saigaon on tour., L icceived noreply. It must have
been rejected,

HHIDIIRAM GAONBURS, Kaibartha, Jinhur :—

., Lam pver 60 now. Iam tahing opium for_the last 20 or
B0 years., Iﬁl;‘\ cgota pafl(i for § tolns now. Trom the begin.
ning I get 3 tolds and my ‘ration ywas not reduced on accoant of
“}lylv"ld age. Theérp aro wo opium-citers Without passes in iy
Millage. ' R ‘

NAURAM, Kaibartha:—
50 years old.s 1 have been

1 belong to Jakul and am above L
taking opi:tram fgr th::l]asf. 15 yearsa 1lhave 3 tolas in r;{'oamw
and T'am still getting threo talas- There are LO opinm-faiLrs
without passes that I kaow ol

]
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Q.—Ouris it that .
‘ nat you do not 5
A:‘___I (1'0 n,()t k}‘;ow‘ kHOW I

{ Q R
’ —have you given . S '
Sabha o o 40U 8IVen your statement as the Secretary of (he

o ’
aP
A —Yes,

Q.—Have you an Exccutive Committee ?
A—Yes, |

"""H( H i ¢ o . ; .
Co‘mlgitbee ; WIS statement been approvel by the Executiye
A.~Yes.
Q.—Have you any proceedings book ?
A.~—Ygs. .

Q.—Have yon noted in the preceedings book that this state-
ment has been approved by them ?

A.~—Yes.
Tar CHAIR M AN :—How many members arc there ?

A.—Thera ave many branches throughout the whele of Assam.

Q. —~How many members will there be in all ?

A.—Till now nearly 2,000. I may say that in my statement
I am backed up by the whole Assamese nation.

Q.—7You are in favour of fotal prohinition altogether. And

your position is that the other argumentsyon have produced are
simply what you think of the problem from the Government

side, otherwise you do not mean that opium should be distributed
free? ‘
. A.—That is the correct reading of my evidence.
Mavravi ABDUR RAHIM CHAUDHURY :-What i
your, idea of the mahaldars? '
A.—Now and then I read from the papers and also friends
say that mabaldars are not sohonest. -
Q.—What is your idea of the Bxeise staff P Are they doing
their duties honestly ? ‘ §
A.—Tt is a very hard thing to say.

Q'.-—But' you have said many things against Government ?
he Golaghat Excise staff ?
jsmissed.

i

A.—1T have personally seen about
Evcryone knows that one Tanu Singh bas been d
J ‘Q.-—You say tlat they are corrupt ? y

e , -

A—1I do not like to go so far. Opiam 18 St.lf,h)? had thing

that whoever comes in contact with it hecomes corrupit.
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Q.—Doyou think that you too will , becomo_covrupt if you
Frxeiso Su},cri;&tengent or Inspeotor ot n mnhaldar ¥ '
il

AT will not accopt & post; unless it bo, dofinitely to orpdi-
athe evila 2 !

Q—Are you in favourof total prohibition at onoo ¥
Q= L

A.—Yes. Becouseif you l\egp it on for five yenrs thore In
wee ofingw, addicts, coming -in. Thmeforo I favour rohthl-
n,af once. e

[t} -

vy,

) 28, h

Next the Committee examined DITADIIIRAM DIVULANG,
nibarta, Kukurmara, Saigaon Mauza,

Te deposed as follows :—

Tam 50 yearsof age. I am faking opinm for the last 7}
ars. Ihave got no license. I have got no'opium now with me,
tahe one rafi per day. I purchace my requirements from
her pass-holders. Tapplied for pass but T was yefused o pots,
am {rying to, give itup and L like not to take opum,  But
mptatin 15 greatand_ I am taking it now. I ook oplum
rtas I sufferel from dysentery. I had husiness in timber and
smal:oa coltivator. ¥eaid that I get my wquirement from
'‘ber pashollers 20l T pay Bs. 22 wla” I gt my supply
om ey fatherin-law Anandh, from my son-ip-law Sathuram,
om Khukhiran 2nd from Jayaram.

1applied fora pess in March Izst awd aliressd it 40 the
Suerinferfect. T filed ke pitition for opdum vith him srhon
twsat S5y en tour. I opecivel moweply. It mud beve
been rejeetat

P
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AL'REUA RAtp 4, -
.. My 8C 18 40 and T gy taking opi
12 JEAIS. 1 4m' getting fopup tol
still having 4 tolzs, T ere are no unregistered Opium-eaters,

LThe age in the DPass is put down g 50).
Xh(cgqse I used to'take 4

I did not sey any portion of my' fation to anyhogy ‘
. . : ybody, ' Even
Ji; anybody asked T did not 8ive. My wife does not “éat opidm,
Nor do my children eat opium. I smoke apd 1 smoke alone,
I.(;]ever ©at oplum but I smoke it, T buy no opium from ont.
side, ’

The Committee they adjourned to the pegt day.

——

No. 29,
— Tuesday, the 1127, July 1933,

The Committee examined RAI SamIz D, C. BARUA‘, retin
' Deputy Superintenden!; of Police and Honoiary Magistrate.
Examined by the CHAIRMAN—
Q.—You have not submitted a statement ?
" A.—No.
Q.—You have seen the questionnaire ?
A.—Yes. .
Q.—What is your idea of the present Government opium
policy ? ]
A.—1I think it is a partial success.
Q.—In what way has it been a success P o
A.—1Tn the beginning when the ten per cent. cut xlmz }dng
. duced, I can say, from personal .experience that, ’Piop (; tslwe:
realise the full implications of the policy; but x‘x(fihen Cit fa‘éions e
being made they were not satisfied with the re ugfﬁ ot o
they had recourse to opium from other sources. e
place either from one shop to another or fm‘m 01; sl o
they got their reduced opium from other consumer.
who made a saving from shortwmght.p
—But not from foreign opium ? |
AQ...—IB (1110 not think the Assamése peqple h:d recoursé {0
foreign’opium. May be there have been rare cases.
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Q —You aro speaking of this district 2,
A —No, I am speaking of the whole of Assam, from Goal-
ara to North Takhimpur district. :
Q —TYou are stationed in this distriet? -+ ;¢
A.~—1 have beon here for the lnst five years,
Q.~—Whera were you before ? |
A.—My, home is in Dibrugarh town. That,is the district
here opium is mostly consumed by the xngriculturist people
Q —Bave you been to Tezpur ? B e
A.—Not during this timo. T had been there bofore
Q.~—You stayed there for somo time ?
A.~T went there on business,
Q~—Did you hear, anything of smuggling in the Darrang
istrict ?
A —1 should eay that only one case came to my notice there.
here may or may not be more, I am not certain
Q—In your contict with pcople have you come across
eople who have actually given up the habit and not taken to
t again after the introduction of this policy P
A.~—That is a very diflicult question. Specially the agricul-
tarists ; they have not given up. There are somo rare cascs
where people have given it up by force.
Q—What force is that ? Is it the force of the pohicy?
A—Not by the force of the pohiey. I mean by forco of
stures and such other ways.
Q —You mean they have been persuaded to give it up ?

A—Yes,
QI want to know whether you know cases of such people *
A—1 have seen them, I cannot name them.
Q—In what othor way has this policy bccgi fi}ucclfsrtz]: .
A —Givi sam-cating is o very difienlt task. Tn
ihingeners{i‘::gpeggleo({’ol know themselves whfxt ls'good and what
stal. Sl why do they tahe fo these things ¥ Becwuso in
ther view they think they are getting somo benefit out of it.
Q—You said that the policy Bas been partially sulcc:ssgul_
Tvantto kmow jn what other way you consuder the yolicy has
boex snocessfyl ®
v {helalut. T lLave
A~ITave reen yourg prople cl?lFSEIL( tlcfc' any hrirose

"E“m‘mmme man who W ]C(z;nr:ic‘hc was imprconed and
Crent . : s I
it for eaucing gricvou .

1
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‘convicted., T wag then™iy alimdn.i
onvicted. I was then'in” chardes NI PPN
ufs-the habit 1 jail. - Buit thy 51 ﬂi%f ltzle Jailand "I kniowhe wav:
his passage money and i T Uity 118 that “on release he oo
back oape ! y and immediately ; purchased opinni: oo
ac and Sa:ld that he o L 2T ‘ | ()Pmmn He came
Was convistod was: feelingt very. bappy.. . Brer since e
talcs victed, he, complained; that be had n i
aking opinm all the' foud vearc taint, oy 00 LOpportunity o
roleased he fook opium o dyearg n jail; and whien hé was'no;
G Tou 4 vt g Cory bappy. - His agewis
. 77 Xou do not know of “anyhody' who have ei¥én up
s L0 ok know olTanybody  who'have’ givénup t
habit and neveér ‘took *torit again P’ ' o7 "“.P b
I ret{-‘:'ﬂ“l- have known some casés: B‘l’lf;l: gann:ot“ name ther
ired some five years ago after serving 30 yéars and now
cannot remember their haiiies. oo |
9.——,1,1} What'{sexvice were JOu.?
. A—D'pasied the ik of the"Assivtdit Sib-Taspeciar au
ccame ?gll_vln,Sp{egt‘o‘r and then a Depuaty Superintendent of Police
I'miXed ivith ' various soits of people. '
gt [ -
~Q.—Have you heard of sinuggling ?
W I S T O USRS
i OA 41.}1}191;1&‘! was a Deputy §}lpgyzntenplent of Police I -use
o getb telegrams saying -that Marwari opiuii was’ being - distn
huted. In , I recei " telegian saying that a pavce
uted. 1n one case, received a_telegram’ 'sdying that a’paite
said };o;cggta_qg“qogmfy cloth“hiad ‘opium concealed in'it. It ba
phassed througll sevéral bianld and the police and the Excisc stal
were on the alert. T}.].e, man o whom it ‘Wwas addressed " canie tc
know' of it'somehow and he did not cotmé¢ and take delivery/of the
parcel. Tt was taken delivery of by the -police and when cpenel
it was found to contain 85 seers of opium: This might be in
1925 but I canuot be-sure of it.

Rar Bamapur NILAMBAR DATTA :—Do you mean the
Khemani case ?

A.—1I do not 'ré'r_nem*b!éi’ the nanie.
Q.—Have you heaid or Known of any-othér case like that?
A=About: thied yehri- age-there” was ‘smuggléed- opium

brought: hetbiand it 'was detected by the Excise-staff owits way to

Shillong; I~remember: thé: case’ very well gs- I-had to- recorda

confession There’ is alsothe Tezpur case.

Q. —Teli thle- wholeqitéstisn is* thiit onlyt a smal quientily
js‘séized -of’ w]iétfié’sili)pbsed to e -foréign copiull.- Cquld-) Olfh cle
us ‘whether youlhavé’ reason to+ suppose that that s ﬂ‘e,“ gre

uantity that is being smuggled or there1s a large quantity m

that has gone undetected ? ' o
A:—On the whole I should- say that smuggling of foreis

opium has largely gone down!
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Q —TFor what reason ? E
. AX-ridéo the, introddetibn - of the *special staff wilo-are on
W wlert T AR 2
Q —Ts it also d}xe to trade depression ?

R A .
£—X6, ¥ 40 not thinkso,” Brit it’mey, also,bb 'dd6 16 that
oasmall extent In thé previous times they used td‘import
ek buly b+ railways- but also také it fiom iplace- td: placo by
ouatry boats ; I perconally delected some .boatmen withiopinm,

Q.—Was it foreign opium ? PR

A.~—T connvt borsuretof that «+ vy . )

Q.—~Youn cannot give'ustan ideal how 'much contraband
pium cotnes in ? )

A~F canmob sny? My opjnion isqitis going down.. ,,

Examined by Mr, DAWSON— ’

Q.—Supposo the cut is continued, I mean, for the next five
cars, do you' thinke the demand for smuggled opjum mny in-
reaso P

A.—Idlo nat think that forcign opium will comein. Bnt I
onsider that if the cut is given effect to, smuggline from one shop
o another may go on The consumers will buy opium from the
wings of th'e mubaldars by shbrtweightt or Irom such other
,ency.

Q.—~'hon you admit that if the cuat is continued there will bo
\domand from thoso who think the reduced ration is nof suffi-
aent ?

A—~Yes,

Q.-~You admit that the demand will bo met by shortweight
pom? |

Y

ArYest y
Q.~~Not from”outsido ? . 1
AN, Co »

~You admit there will be a demand ?  But why do you

sy tHiat'itE will mot partly be mét by outside epiam ?

A~T Bavo alrendy snid'thatrsmuggled opium is very mro
todit Has'gone down. : - N

Manzast ABDUL RATIM OHATUDHORY i—

Q.—Why has it gone dotrn ? . N

A~ Ix;’;o already cxplained that it is due to {he. activities
¢l the special staft. e
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Mgr. DAWSON :—
¢ Q'"—'DO VOlL. knOW,that, last ot e :~ o . —_—
opium were found on the railway .month, 9 :seers of,; smuggled
gI:)mn ! re found on th,? révllway ?etween Golakganj and . Ag;rqin.’

. . &~T have heard f R R
. o Al haye neard or ,cagse of smuggled opium _cau
Goalpara. - Buf I'do not know if that iéiﬂ?e"éésé?" st
i ".Q.~Do you:think:there iv'alar or . of opium seios
‘ : : g ‘a;large: number . of, opium -consu-
mers wha have.not. got passes P - - . P o
A.—Yes, S
Q.—1Is it a good number or .a-stalle number ?
- A;—Asregards that I-have.no knowledge. : ,

Q.—Assuming that there is & certain number of unregistered

copsumers,"wduldi-you ré-open the registers for them to come. an
take passes ? , ‘

A.~I, would.

QI you do not do 50 what 'would be the effect ?

A —The effect would be that these people would purchas
opium {rom thie other consumers OT from thosc bhab make.a suI
‘plus by, selling shortweigh. :

Q —But they would nob take to smuggled opinm ?

A.—DNo, I do not think so.
Examined by M&. E. S, ROFFEY :— |
Q.—On this question of smuggled” opium, you just to
Mr. Dawson that if the cut is continned the deman
will still continue ?

A:—Yes. : |
—What is going 10 happen if the treasury opium 18 ¢

out a%:ogether andgceases to exist. If the cut continues Jou
alise that treasury opium Wou d go oub. 11 five. years,; but, t&
the demand will “till remain. Where will the consumers, g°

from P~ o _
' A.—From: y they,willy
A —From;some, ofher.- souxec: Perhaps.then Shey-Hic!
i 1 they may. geb treasury op;pm_fppx,n,o erj
g ey :y]'] 'a‘lso'zaké' z‘ogﬁoppy cultivation. .Aggy;hpw‘ £

vinces, They m
ly is sgﬂug‘g}cgl;l opium

i

will get sogg,sqrt,,of.,supply. . ,

,Q,.--The' only other possible SUPP
I?O,P,_Py;? L
7 A —-If the treasary OP
these tWo0 methods.

. stops albogether fhey may take
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Exaiiided by Sz1sor'BRINDABAN CHANDRAIGOSWA-
i 3

- 2 i )]

Q-~Do you not know that due tc' the -¢coriomic t depression
many conshmers have given up the haht ?

A.—T do not think so, ! Tor instance I will citothe casv’ef a
woman 1n Palashari. She is a wretched woman ;-she has no hus-
baud and she has no enltivation,! For the sake of getting opinm she
ravelled all the way from Palasbari to Ganhati paying s1x annns
fo~ the bus hire and another six annns forthe return  She pur-
*hasas oprum from an outside sourco. She was found ont and ten-
enced and T tijed the case, I givethe case as an instance to show
that, these consumers must get their ration sometow at any cost,

Q ~"Hdvo you got otherlinstahees ?

A-—Yes ¢

QDo you know how many consumers there arein this
Histriot ¢

¢ A.~No, I‘hdve nd idea of this district.
* Q.—How many hre thére in‘the Lahhinpur district.

A.~—T think more than two-thirds of tho registerod consu-
mers ard unregistered constimers

Q.—Bo faras Lakhimpur is concerned ? .

~—Yes both Laktimpur and 8.bsagar,

Q ~—THow do you say it is two-thirds ?

A —Becauso I bave seen* people taking opram for smoking
nod eating, i

Q.~0On what facts do you como to that conclusion ?

A.—~In many cases I have seen people approaching other
consumers for opium

Q.~~In how mony cases ?

A~~Icannot give you tho number of cases. Itis so late
now aftor I have retired.

Q.—Can you give tho quantity saved by shortn cight ?

A1 cannot. They uscdto save by shortweight and that
ismy personnlroxperience.

Q~Can you give the quantity of smufglel opium in the

rovince P ¢
? A.2-No'During the present year up {o dato I have heard of

ono case iu’ Goalpira and oro mn the Darraug district : theso aro
the two,

QA-That is 1hb quantity saved by sh'oylwcight wle?

ATt may be in some ca<es 4 annas and in s0me cases tivo

annas per {ola. ”

.



264

- Q.~=Doyou know, if that ’
. “the{whole savines in . R
consumed in that district aloﬁe ? @ Savings dny Lakhim UL ere

' ‘13"7”'?;0' li{t l?a,y., go to other distriets also
~Q.—On what facts do you base that g o |
of'the conshmers must ba unregistored acf?::sal’;gzéigi th@t,two-thirdg,
- =T know of many.taking opium:iwithut Hhetr v <
ing on’ tho rogister, T ~‘h€5;70.‘ seléz ;2111);1;111? : m_th@ﬁ::them names:, b..
. "Q.~From that‘are youn able to-savith o
two-thids P yowable to-say'thiathe number. wilke
.A:i—Yes.
Q.~Can it not-be one-third ?

- A.—1It will be moro : than..that. , Tt may he . one-third f
alf. : o ’
Q.—You have no idea of Kamrup distriet ?
A.—I have no local knowledge of the 'Kérn}rup-district. ,

Q.___-yon.have not.also:heard that.many.people,, due do the
temperance:movement; have given upithe habit of opium-cating >
.«.A,~It may-be temporary. : |
Q.—Have you not come across any..men: who have, gfyen up.
the habit ? >
A.—Iknow many people:who promise that they would not,
take opium but they again go ard take opinm. - :
 Q.—We had before us some veteran - opium-eaters who said
they have given up;thehabitialtognther ? «
A.—I have not come across any such cases,
Q.—Are you in' favour‘of doing away With the opium-passes
in this provincé ? ) S
A.—TI do not think so. I am.not in favogrfof; that_ wgg‘eg..
tion.Q Ty ? '
Q.S Why P
A.—Assam is.a da
that they need opium.
© “penefit. Lo o . '
' bene(}\\,.——-])o you know ihe early history: of: rAssamand thergwas.
. yio habit formerly ? - R T A
"o hﬁlf_l knowythe early “history but there Wa? thzsn.fhlablé;hpé
- ritam taking evet then. - It is: .not--ther aipsountry people
! gg:g?ﬁgﬁ%%ed‘cpiu‘m'eating-v . Iihave ihea.rd- from, the; .older,ge:
“perations that there used fo be opium-eating in Assam, }Flrlél?'
vious days- If yow-go-into the. i‘?t."*“.io.?:.‘l)f t}ée?al;hlglp:r V:Tse
O O nix With the Mataks you Will undersiandaan o -
ilc;?(% Sir? 1‘]t%e’ papers” that” it~ has “beer.-introduced by up country
peoples

wmp place and the agricultirists beliéve
"Dhey feel -that -they: are ‘getting some
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Q.—Beloro ihut the ngncult\n-xsls dxd not know nnythmv of
pmm [
. A—What T hear i$ ﬂmt cven before 130 - ve'us, opmm was
bo practice of ihe” noble 'men. as .well as {hie agricilturists of
ssam.  They also used:to take it for bowel complaints:and chro-
ic dysentery and,, not ¢ merely. for «pleasures. And you will be
stonished 10 hear. that now the younger generation suy that they
re taking opmm for various other reasons.” = . !
LQ—\thtremdns? S B R S
- AL gannot mcnhon them heto. T Foo
L Q ——You may ‘mention it Were? '
A.~You go to the interior of the Doom Dooma tea gardens
e younger generation, you will hear, tnke opium for increasing
esexual power.  All those who are  suffering from 1mpo€eucy
y they find a henpfit in opmm )

Q.—Do you llke thut llns opuim hnblt should go on m th\s
ovined ? Or would you stamp it out'?-

AT do uot think it should be stamped out.
. Q. —-—Is 1t beneﬁcml to the a"rlcultunsts ?

A.——Thoy are expomd to the hot sun, to therains ; they' can-
ot get filtered water.  This opium brings them some rehef

.Q.—Do you advocate this should be given free ?
A.—T do not mean to say it should be given free. Those who

¢ in the habit of taking opmm, thioy should be allowed to take
pium.

Q?—Accordmv to you whoever wants opium should be given
plum ?

A.~—Not so. ’l‘hosc wlm aro; suHermD from disenses, Ehose
ddxcts who are old and thoso who cuunot do without opium, these
hould ba given opinim, ‘- o

-Q—Would you| lmuh tho af'e Pt Ty 4

" A«I ﬂnnk 40 should bo ‘the Timit, it should be nllowed
oy Em'oly in cases boloy: 40 an“d only it thcy suy that’ lhey get

3ot opg oy
Q,.—And (ho<o 15 xmd upto the ngo o£ 40 xf thcy suy they eb
mncﬁt “'ould you give thcmp? . g

A -I £aid 40 Ferdrs. Bnt in-Fare cases below thut n"c “'hnro
: mn I uddnclcd to 1t :md caunot g\m 4t up ho. 5hould bc-
¥

L R Cor e



266
Q.—~Supposing a b 5
& ! g Oy.of 15 years says th
xctei to 111:,\ and asks for opium because hey;oulllcil Zoltledoh?:itl?gsg (t1
Q‘-““;}Vboy 1.5 has no incnme. How can he afford it ? o
A. ‘ oul('i it not be beneficial for him ? .
Q.——'éi;a,t is'a matter to be ascertained by medical evidence }
A. en you won't allow without a doctor’s certificate ? |
—T would fix a 40 years ag Jimi ]

\ t g Y
would not give without a d%ctor’s cceerltlilgilc;,t:.nd below ot x5
Q.—Your position therefore is thi l ink that
. - . is this, You think that the a3
ucrnltuusts do want opium ? but they should not get it'iat thleev l:lle

under 40 if the doctor does not certify ? S '

A.—Yes.

E

1
)

Tixamined by RAT BaEapUr NILAMBAR DATTA :—

Q.— You are here since the last five years?

A.—Since my retirement. Rather I retired here afte

taking leave preparatory to retirement.
Q.—Do you agree that opium is no
district P
A.—Not like Upper Assam.

Q.—A nd in view of the fact thatb climate here is diﬁerenf
the experience of thi

the temperament of the people here,
district, I mean Kamrup, are all different, all these would not)
o safe guide for Jistricts in Upper Assam ?
A.—T do not +hink there should be any
this district than in Upper Assam. People wan
opium is the cheapest that they can have.
Q.—The people in Gauhati also have renlised thab it is tt

cheapest stimulant and they peed it P
here are no 8t

T4 is the ohes Jest stimulant and the )
. 1 1 : ot 1ike theye are 10 ‘Upper Ass¥

£ at all a problem in thi

more safeguide
t g stimulant af

habitual consuniers in $his distric
Because they take only when they need it
afe guide for U8 to consider tl
n Kamr

,Q,.-——It,would not be a 54 f

‘problem for Uppet Assam
because in Upper Assam they Cons
much greater experience of Upper Assald an
‘here only for five years ?

a that only those who ne

—Tn this district I have know
it 80 and take opiui.
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Toe CHAIRMAN :— i

Q.—Do you mean that the people here have understood that
sopfum 13 an evil habit and the Upper Assam peopls do mot yet
realise that it is & bad habit ?
, A~—Yes. Tho people here are more cducated and have
more understanding than the people of Upper Assam.

' RaiBanappr NILAMBAR DATTA :— .
Q.~1It is said that the registered opiam eaters whose rations

have been cut on account of the ten per cent. cut policy supple-
mont their requirements frors other sources ?

" A—That is what T olready said.
Q —And that they pay an abnormal price for the same ?
A—Yes.
Q.—0Oan you say approximatcly what they pay ?

A—~The Government rate is Rs. 2. I have known of a case
where the opium-cater gave Rs. 2-8 or Rs 2-12.

Q ~Da you hnow that they were paying more than thab
before and they are paying less now on account of the economic
depression ?

i

A.~They must take opium and they do not mind for the

cconomic depression.

Q —As the monoy market is not easy now they do nat get
money. s that tho reason they are paging less because wo have
evidence before us that they were prying abnormal rates for
opium P

A~—Those who aro accustomed to it must tahe opium nt
any cost.

Mz, B. 8. ROFFEY :—

Q~You wera spenking about the waman that came all the
vy from Palasbori. What rate did she pay ?

A.~She paid Rs. 2-12.

Rt Banapun NILAMBAR DATTA 1— .

Q.—1In view of the fact that the registered consumers whoso
rations have beon cut supplement their rations fro n ather sonrces
by paying high rates wouFd vou not rather like to stop cutting
and help these poor people?

A.—~ At lenst for those of 50 and nbove I do not recommond
any cut, B )
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Q.—You are in favour of continuing the cut ?
A.—No T do not want to continue the cut.
Tre CHAIRMAN :— o
Q.—TFor whom, for all ?

A.—Tor those whose ages exceed 50 years.
Q.—What about those below that age of 507 -

A.—When they reach 50 and if the ey
i y cannot
{heir cases they should bz allowed to take opium?n v

Q. —What about those below 50 P

A.—The present cut should continue and the cut shovld oo
be more than that,

Q.—Are you fully aware of the present policy ?
A.—I am not fully aware of it.

Q.—The present policy is this. There will be a ten p
cent. annual reduction and the object is to get rid of opium at
the cnd of ten years except for those over the age of 50, This
policy has been worked already for five years and Government
have given passes for those over B0 years and their rations are
not subjected to cut. For those below that age the rations are
subjected to a ton per cent. cut each year aud this am;ual out
has been going on for the Jast five years. Now do you think that

those people whote rations have been cub feel great havdship and

are supplementing their rations from other sources ? A:{)l ?&?
ise that 1

your expericnce of the previous five years do you advise
ut should be continued for the next five years for those belov

the age of 60 ?
A.—If you stop opium
once.

you cannot change their habil

gpiyor ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI:—

Q.—But after five years they can change ? '
A.—From my experience people increase their doses every

fifth year.

. RaAI BABADUR NILAMBAR DATTA = —.

My question is this. We have gone?
yearsQ and ywce1 have another five years 1%019. B
adyisable to continue or to stop the cu‘t now ¢ - o

AT am nob in favour of stopping the cut aballs =

n for the last five
unld it be
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Mg, DAWSON :—~ b . '
Q —But would you make exceptions ?
A—Yes.

Q —In what cases? o ,
A.~Those who are suffering from diseases or those who are

d and above 50 ¢

Ra1 Bamapvn NILAMBAR DATTA :—

Q —Are you aware that the opmm mahaldars sell short-
eight ?

A —Yecs they dispose of it by seores sale.

Q.—To nhom ?

A —To willing purchasers who engage in the traffic and to
nsumers

Q.—Do they scll to registered consumers as well

A.~—Not only registered consvmers but to the others who
el inat, !

Q —Iave you any idea ?

A.—Yes They sell to registered consumers and to ofhers
tho go on traflicking.

Q.—7You are still of the opinion that the ten per cent. cut
hould not be stopped *
. AT have always suggosted there should be some cxcep-
fons.

Q ~When you were in the Dibrugarh 8adr subdivision do
you remomber there were somo riots at the opium shop at Chabua
and olso in other plages for the mahaldars not being able to
supply surplus opium to the unregistered consumers nnd then
the cases were sent up and the accuscd were imprisoned ?

A ~—Yes.

. QDo you remember the big leoting case at Dhemaji for
opinm ? i 5

A —Yes. ) .
Q —You wnnted now to continup the present cut policy ?

A —1I did not say in all cases, I want that there should
be no cut after the age of 50.

Q —Can you say if there are any good results of the policy ?

A.~The good results of the policy are thst those who traflic
in trensary opium or smuggled opium arc -

s

«
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Q.—Do you know i
, ) that s sntraduct
policy opium offences have i;;f;:;f?mhouuctmn of the present

A—Yes. T i '
Zons by the %%%?zlﬁfi%f?%f”%%%?:iiﬁidézsiz,fa;s‘gsﬁ%“# "
at‘tCntion tO_ Lo pa’l‘ticuﬂz xscl;abqougd not make. time to pI;; xm
present policy with increased S%Z(%f.hass?loxtz];eg;%tg()dumon o
of Op%’—;'g:(i!toggtnges have increased on accoun;ﬁ of the scaily
A.—Yes, because illicit opium is now being larg;rely detected

Q.—1f opium is sold by Gov
. e g i
it would be good for the puglic andr Ilt?eergoi:éiﬁgegg ?you oot
A —Yes; you can sell in pill form.
Q.—WNot by pills; let us confine to the present cake system?

A —Thal will mean additional ex i

n ense and
U}c consumer as the price may be incp.'eased on ]:cc‘::gt :fﬁ tGliz
higher cost of production. 1 think the present mahaldari system

1 nob bad and there may be more strict supervision.

Mr E. S ROFFEY :—
—Ts he honest ? '
A1 do not think.
PLATLAVI ABDUR RAHIM CHAUDHURY :—
. —Can you say that there is a very strong pubtic feelin

against the opium habit?

A —Yes there s, that is public opinion. I have seen it ]
the papers. In some CASeS I read in the papers that this hablt
not desirable. But I think that opium i8 needed by the agrict

turists.
Q.—You do no

A.—The educated people think so.

t admit that this is a bad habit ?

ON —

. o that among the oducated people who genere’
1y do not take opium and who really cannob realise the so-called
Denefits of opiung; b .5 considered ba

A —Yes. , '

ABDUR RAHI - "
MAULAVE hin like that
re not subjee

Q.—May 1 know Why the educated classes
he classes who &

—Theedn ated classes are t i
B ha g the agricultumsts an

to the diseascs that are comD n among § i
O 7 ot fully aware of the di Jties of the agrioulburistss

M CHAUDHUBY
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Q.—~In your opinion are théyright in thelr opinion ?

A.—~They may be right or ‘they may bé wrong! I’ con.
iider that the agriculturists know better, vt

Srpr ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :—

Q..~Yon are one of the educatel class ? -

A —YCH. PNy

Q —What is your opinjon ? -

o

A~T thinh it is needed fof the sgricullurists who~ecannot
ford all the amenities that the educated classies can' cdmmand’

Mavlavi. ABDUR RAHIM CHAUDIOURY :— -

Q.—Yon do not like them to give st up ? )

A.—Myopinionis that those who feel it benoficinl should
et it

N i

Srrsur BRINDABAN CHANDRA GOSWAMI ~

Q.—Bnve you seen the Mymensingh scttlers ? ,

A—Yes ! ‘

Q —Are they not better Inbourers than the Assamese peoplo ?

till they are nat opium eaters ?

A.~That is not the only eriterion.

Matravt ABDUR RAUIM COUAUDIIURY :—

Q —You have rceommended that the registors should be
opened to those who are unregutered Do you think that it will
not encourage the opium halit ?

A.—You cannot aveid people taking opium sccretly, Al
that you can do is you can try oand stop smugghug as far as
possible,

Q.~1If you open the registers would ;muggliug be stopped ?
A~—Tt willtend to dissppear gradually.

Q.—~You sz.\:v that short-weight sale exists 7

A.—Yes. "

Q —Have you got any suggestions kow & check it

t weight, T think, frequent visits re
ncc;;:'\_%so ?ﬁ?m;.m/md moro detective ideas should e in-
‘Wlucw’? The police may bo acked fo co-operate fY‘llh the excico

aff when the Iatfer go to the villages

.



272

agmg‘m' ROHINT . KUMAR ‘CHAUDHURI.—
Qi he statement you laid before us is- “baged on’ youz'
periences of Upper 'Assam five yearsago? © 7 - f-yu‘ "
A.—Yes., o ‘, o o
Gove?nment ¢ is before the : introduction of the:, present, poligy of
A.—Yes, |

ior. Qe—And you h o 40 e o S i
Bas worked in ppé?;d Asanrs rbunity to see how.tho presont ol
A—No.. ., | | o
N Q~And you say you have no experience of thiéud'iéti{ic”t)z;tﬁall?
© - A—~T have no local experiencé. = - |
. Q.—All that you have deposed hefore us is & matter ¢
opinion on the state of things you remember of Upper Assam ?
A.—7Yes. o oL
Q.—You cannot say definitely that there are a lag
number of unregistered consumers ?. _ I
'A.—Tor the last five years I cannot say. | o
- Q.~You know that registers were thrown open on two occa:
sions previously and you cannot definitely siy now ‘whethet
there are still-unregistered consumers ? ’
5" {A.—I cannot ,say. : |

- Q.—So the statement you made that there are two-thirds of
the registered consumers as unregistered consumers canuot be

your recent experience ? o
.A.—For the last five years I cannob say. . i
Q.—On the whole you are of opinion that the policy,that
has been introduced by Government five years ago shoglfi bg oone

tinued for the next five years P - e

.
[

~ -

A.—Yes. L S T ST R VRO

Q.— Your idea is that ration of those over 50 syould not be
oub ? R
gy that is the present policy

e PR (T 3. N . t

Q. ~-You will be glad to know -thaf that

of the:Government also, . But for those gpﬁe:{

vocated the cut? ° S T L A

I AR olicy a8 regards. those over

.. Au_T entirely agree with the policy a8 egarcs. O

50. %ut for'xéhoge%:eliw that age I do 1ot advoeats 99!#,1’11_ B
¢ases.

50" you have af-



t

f 273
¢
I; Q ~—Yes, you have said that you would not have the eut for
tiose who cannot do without opium on medical grounds ?

A—~Yes. s .

i Q~—Take a case that Tnwill giye you., Supposing;n man of
Jeomes and s1ys Tam 45 and I am an addict. Wil you giye
dm the opium that he wants ? C .
: A.~1f you aro going to reduce his rations he will manage to
hko opinin from some other source. . t !
t Q—In what cases would you 1kao exception ?
A.~Thoso who have some sort of bowel c(;mphﬁ‘nts or some
nch disensd,’those who have disabilitics due to climate) those
hat ore used to exposing themselves in the sun and rajn aund
hos‘c who cannot avoid taking opium.

]

Q —Now who will judge these applicants ?'[r . vy r

,A.~They should produce o medical cortificate in support.

Q ~—Tt comes to this.r If & porson complans that ho has ill-
essan him and if he produces & medical certificate supporting
ihut he say8 t}xcﬂu you will give him ?

K3 ’

A —~Yes . N

Q —Supposing hecanuot proluce n medical cortificate or
ho medical cernficate is against him ? !

A~—S8uch cases should be judged by circumstances

Q —What would you do ?

A~T will have local enquiries imade where the medieal
pinion is ngainst him. But when it 15 in favour of him I would
0t htnr(?i any local enguiry.

T t

Q.~Who will say that this is a question of lifo and denth
nd that modieal opinion is the best ?

1 ’ 3

A —~Yes, it may bo done by oxeiso officers or the police
ficers by local investigation.

Q —Your idea is that the number of opium offonces has not
nerensed but thare aro more detections beoatne you ltwe an
xuse siafl who are sololy employed on the work of detection ?

A —Opium offences have rathor not decreasel.

Q ~—You base {hat opinion on statements about detections ?

A.~Nao, I shonld say that the number of casts have not de-
cread and I say thus from the number v

-

i

i

Y
-
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' Q= Dont you'sbio bikit'it is only -t detécten casli-ti
reportcd ¢ y sbo' thAL'3t s ‘oﬁiy the &e{tec‘teﬂ caslsthit ar
A.~~When a case is detected it is reported.
'Q—TFobtheily Fou Ul ot Hellr of! sb i
{botdd ? ‘ niot Her of' so thatig‘cses "heing d
A.—That is so.
QB o you T of Hhe dtoorsd odses e T
a spooial stafl ? : scted cases because there
A.—Yes, that was what T said.
1533 [ DR S B S [ G man . G ne
Q.—That does not show*that the offerices have incréased
‘A’—No. :
__Q—Have you heard of a ¢ase of 35" seets which cnie Al
with personal olothing ? '
AT lHave'hot héavd of such's ase dviring trebish fivetyean
o Q‘Z—lYou‘s'eem‘ to-be bf the 11dd that:dpihmids “hésessily fo
-tlie-health bf the agticulturist class ? ’ '
- kI FEE PR e e ot weged
A.—Yes. Also for others who suffer from some sort 0
complaint and who derive any benefit from opivm.
Q. Don’t you think {hiat the ophirieating’ ag’fiqﬁ’l't:ur'ikt ol
not put in so much work &s the n'o'riéopi'u’m-ea‘tiﬁg‘agmcultunsi
A ~=If youPut il dr’ dpitiin-enting-mén withoot “his * opit
he does not turn cub o0 much work. He falls sick.
Q.—What troubles doeshe-get P
: .= iBofel "cotfiplaints 'and Gther
(%.—-—-You geem to think also @hat' )
"o With opiuim éating ? o
A —Nob in o]l cases, What1 ear Fioi the people s 18
- Q n a‘ .-, . et o e :~ LAY i
Vghey Want souersort oP SHTUIERT iid0 opiuin s the! Glieapet |

b .
o 33 . | A ;,

T n

t poubles hedording "0 B2
' WP S we e died., ).'i
limate has “someﬂ}x‘ng 0

all. i e bl o
“Q, You-say that these' agrict lﬁu’fxsts'wahtfs‘ém sort'o
-qilant P e '
‘A it is what they say: Ry
A at, why pot liquor ?

. s imulant that they Wa !

Q.—If it isa stimulant that they WET obiqn’
A.--Orig’inz;lly ‘hey indulged in drinking an‘d now thiey b3
tgnken to opium- o ‘
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‘Q=Don’t ,
rep O“Lod 5 You seo ‘thats 13'\9111 tlxe déteeted ca’sés*bhh“t an

A.~Then a case is detected it i reported.
téctv’Q wl‘Ol‘ﬁlerIy You T’ n’oi: Hear of'sb ‘nﬁahy’ o‘tses %emw de

AR : . .
s [ TN PR

--Tlmf is so.

Q--But e’y you hear of the deteatid sisce it s
the detected cases becmuse there: i
a smomlsta&? -uybU CASES because . there 1

~o.
a—‘._\

A —--1 s, that; Was what I szud
Q. —-'.l‘hat does not show-fhat tbe oﬁ’ences have moreased |
‘A™-~No.

Q.—Have you heard of a case of 35 seers wblch oame alont
with personal elothing ?

AT Have'hot héavd of such‘’ dase diiring tlienst five'years

QYou'seem'to o bE-thie iddd that dpitnrds ’-’he’éessé?‘y fo
"tlie hiealth of the agricultarist class? a ’

A~Yes. Alsofor ofliess who suffer from some soit o
complamt and who derive any benefit from opium. -

“Qu-LDon’t you think thidt the opiiiii-eatitig’ “agriclintidt can
not put in 50 much work as “tlie non-opium eating agriéulburist]

A ~=IFFoupu i an' opittneating m#n without “his “opiun

he does not turn cut so much work. - He falls sick.

Q.—What troubles doesthe-get ? __—
A.ZBotvel ‘eofiiplaints'ahid ‘other troubfes "ac‘eordlﬁo to B.u.
—You seem to think also that chfnate ha,s somethmg “bo

“do Writh dpitim éating ?

. “Heople 18 that
A.—Not in all cases. Wnat T hear “From tﬁe e
Yhey want sonie: “gorb of stintuldht and“oinum KE 7i‘.he %p:ea es 0

all. .
“Q.~Y6u tay that ihese ' dbiiettlfurists’ wzmt sdine soxt’af siz

*mulant ?

A—That Is What they say.

Q- ~Ifitisa stlmulant that thev want “why not hquor Ph e
A -—Orwm&lly they mdulo'ed in drmkmv qnd now the) av

“thken to’ opmm

3
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Q~—Would you like to hear of your son taking opium ?
, A'.—-Nfle does not hg'vg ,tg' dg’h_u}:d‘rg_nrgl_x'u! Iabour. )
Q.——Bo}ou want {ho agriculturist Iu.bouring. class to take
pinm ?
A.—That jawhat they wont.

Q—Have you consulted the doctor about the effects of
M

1

plum? 77 o
A.—Not during the last five years.
- Qu-Haye you, exporignce in Dighot about the lnbouring
lass people P * !
A.—There are fewer Assameso thore.

1
—

No. 80,

The Committee nexs oxamined Sriyur GOLAY CHANDRA
MAUPHURY, Maozadar, Bethpa.

Examined by.the GHATRMAN—the witnesssnid :—

Srijut Gopinath Bardaloi ashed me whether thero were
rsolis it wiy> whauza who liave actuslly given up the opium
bit. Isaid yes. Thon he asked me to give a list of their

names and gave him the list. They have all given up opium on
account pf ggor}pmi’e depression beeause they haye no mone{.
s smugeled opium is dearer than tressury opium I do
g0f thinK that they aro'gétting their supply from olher sources.
’I'E:\vi}-e’zirp gthers besidesthoso mintioned fnthe list. Whether they
vill iake to flic habil in futurg s more than I cap say. v
Fappined by, Mg DAWSON o

1 have got a pass for 4 tolas of opium amonth and my ago is
sbout ). Opium eaters in my mauza pay their hand rovenue all
tight. The Kachari péople have been pntin{'; opium for & lon
time nud I canfiol say if thoy derive any Denéfif out of it.
would not like to give up my own orium und g logg s 1 lhave
wioney 1 shall take opium, LR Nl

\ﬁ;nmincd by Smuor BRINDABAN CHANDRA GTO&
4 fome

o~
,

'Q‘!y spn is & graduate and £ do not Jike his taking
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No. 31. ’ ' e
- SRLIUT KABMKHYM?AM BARﬁA, Pleadér: Gauf;aﬁ

Examined by the CHAIRMAN .— “ ‘
Q.—~You wore a Member of Legislative' Councilp - .-

A —Yes.)

Q.-»..YOu have ta’ken a . i ., - 1’\

: ' reat doal : s
quostion 7 g of interest in this opium

» A.—1I tako some interest,
Bar IgQ,.-—wYou are now a practising’ pleadér in' fhe Gaghat
A.—~Yes. .
Q.—TYou bave seen the questionnaire of the Committee ?

A.—Yes. .
Q.—What do you think of the present policy, has it been a
success ? ; g
A.—Yes. Tam personally in favonr of total immediate
prohibition of opium.,  But so far as the Government policy is
concerned I think it is better than what it was before,
Q.—Supposing immediate prohibition is not found - work-
able. Do you think it is advisable to continue the present policy

for tho next five years ?

A.—3urely. x

Q.—Then would there not be more smuggled opium ?
. A.—My idca is that there was smuggling even pefofe his
probibition policy started. Even uwow there is some smuggling
going on. But I think this question of smuggling
has been very much exaggerated and the quantity smuggled
is not as much as the quantity suggested by the staff. It falls
far short of the quantity that has been reduced by the cuf

policy. ,
Q.—Then you mean to say that many people who bave

had their rations eut in the pass have not resorte’({ to i%licit

AR

sources ?
A.—That ig what I mean. - -
.—Don’t you think that after b years when thers will Do
no m%re opitm lelowed them, they would be tempted to obtain
opium from some source ? ' o d
~Iti diffeult to kill a habit bubt we have fo do
At e e lo from this evil habit, Of course

it. We have to save the peopie evilh
%herc would be some difficulty in the beginning.
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* Q.—~Bupposerwe are not able to defént sthuggling, the poople
will still take to opium’justthesame P 74 - 7t g 5 o 5 T

A—Tt will be up to us to tuk'a‘stringent‘ fdéashrés to prevent”
smuggling and stop-thid'babit * o Y andv: %172

Q~Have you any°suggestions P'ii 1y T3 1Ty

A T'think {hb Presont thethods mdy be improved. - Thero
should be stricter ‘supcrvision’ and the &aff alsd fasy bef
strongthbhell'if necessary. s <1 Vot @ o b i — g

Q.—Any more suggestions P 5 01 T rre o ot

A.—My idea is this Unless there is total prohibiﬁor':. the
ovil will be there and the present set 'of ‘opium-eaters will teacly
others 1 take to,this habit, W, -

Q —What do you mean by total prohilution ? Do you mean
fhat opium should not be given to mon below o certain, ago ?

A —~Yes Unless thoy requira on medieal grounds. ’

Q/~1he present policy is to allow opium without cut in the
case of those over 50. (Do you approve of that ? ) o

A.~T would hhve prohibition irrcspcotiva' of ago. Vit

i f A N - 1

. Q—Under tho prespnt policy theré aro only b more yenm’

left and they will piss ayay soon.  You say that” opium should
not be given fo thoso’who are old to ailow thém to pass their
old ngo peacefully ? el } '

A.~My oxperienco is that even old people cn‘n‘ give up the
fiabit. They ‘vould suffer for 5 or 6 days aud after that they
will improve in, their health, - ") !
Q.—Do you know of old pc'oblc who have given up tho
habit ? . !

+ A~Yes, Thnow. [ met 'about 8 Kacharees in Bohg who

liavogiven ‘up the habit. P !

T

1 1] ’
1 Q.—~Xavo they not gone back to the habit? |, L
A—1 do not know now, I found they were improving in
their health. v Y ’
Examined by Mz, DAWSON :— e

Q —The quantity ‘ot smuggled opinm soized is coml{tm_mivcl_v
tmall, a' fow scors overy year, not very much, Indmit that,
But do you think that thero is much more opium smuggled
which is not detectod ? , -
A.—~Personally T have got no idea © But T suppse probibly
the quantity not detected is more then the quantity detected.
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say whether, 1, would be. mogz‘tge Toantity. Aeteoted., Oan gk
A.~1I do not think it Y;V’O.l‘lll‘dl be sp n'mol; ? | ‘
Q~What do you think.it, would ba,p.

. A.~T have.no exactidea, But i oui ‘
g AN GRaGhildea,  bul in my ion, i
mgre(g»h@n 15 to 20,@@%‘@1@1%&3{%)’} 117, opinion, i canugt b
~The fact of the matter is that it is very diffcult.to
and both of us are conjectur?ntge? 1o that 335 verydiffenltily. sy
+ A"MYg.SS . N ‘- N ’ .f ,
Examined by -Mr. B8, ROFFE¥:—. .
Q.—~You take & great intevest in this.opium question ?
Ao"'"“YQs. B 1 ' [ . § \ -
Q.—In' what way ? : ol
A—As an Assamese it ooncerns me. When T was a
nmember of the Assam iAssociation we used to. pass resolutions
to take steps tocheck the habif. The number of opium-eaters
is gleoreasmgap oup district and in other.djstricts alsp. From my
childhood I distiked this opium habit and in the Council also, I
took part in the discussion'and I have moved some resojutions,
_ . Q.—Don’t you think that this would cansea gréas, deal of
suffering immediately ? ST
. A~Itwillbeforafewdas oly. = . .
Bxamined by Smigur BRINDABAN CHANDRA " GOS;
WAAII:—' ) - ' ! i g b oa v
Q.—Do you admit, that there are nnregistered congumers ?
A.—1 think there are. '
Q. —Are there a very large number,?

t .

' A—They would be very much smaller in number than the

registered opium-eaters. ' 3
Q.—Do you like to open the registers and-to bring them

in ?J R I3 . )—i t ot « ‘
A.—Surely not, certainly not.
Q.—Why ? e .
A=y ideas toprohibitopinm totally; -
Q.~Suppose it is not poessible 0 prohibit opinm - fofally
would you continue:the policy for the nextuﬁ\(g y:ax:s,a o ;).6
AT would try and stop opium. Instead 0 ingreasing th
anmber of «eonsumbn{l you should deerease:’ That ds 1 supposs the

policy.of the Governmens and:the Qoungil. .+, o ¢

-

et
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Q.~~Ydu db notiike to bring=thivib"into the register 7
A —Qertainly not. 3 1
Q.~How to stop their.continning ‘takinz opiuam ? .
A —I1f they purchase opium without licenso ’prosceute
"them, « i ! -
Q.—Which would you préfér, proftbsliny ‘them or register-
ing them'? 1 w 0 u -1
»A —To prosentethoin’vould ‘be dn'act of nfetoy “on ¥heso
people [N
“Examintd'by Rat Baanve NILAMBAR DATTA:=!
Q.—All that you have stated hero 1s from your cxrpnrience) in
Gadlinti ® ! !
f Ar—As‘amttér bf fact Iknow-something of Tpper “Assam
tdlso, T (frequent the Upper dstéicts also. My idéa‘is ' that
opium 18 pot good for any people, whother they hve in Uppdr
-Astam or Lower ‘Assam., ' !
Q—Abart from that “ohat you ‘have tlepased now 'is from
your exporicnce of Komrup ?
A.—On what poidt do you wean, do,you nsh about the
undesimhility’ of tghang opium ?
Q.—1I am asking ahout total prohibition ? ,
“A —Yes T'advtate tofal prolisbition boeatise'it wodld bo
best for the opium-eatels themselves.
*Q:~2 Do’ you thisk this is only o sentimontal idea ?
A ~—Surcly not  These pegple suffer a great deal in mate-
“¥ial discomfort. Thoy lose their money and their all.
Q —So far as my district is eonéorned, the opium-eaters aro
‘midy. “Do you ypréach temperance? Do you“go fnto tho
villages ?
A —T used fo but not now.
Q—"You'have given it up altogother? I
A.—~Yes because I ,do not find it convenient ffor me for
" personul grounds. +All tho samo I have not Jost enthusiasm for
it

.

Q —Are th,o people stll anxious to hear these leoturescin
the intorior of Kamrup? ‘ !
+A.~They aro tired of lectures ofiany sort, ns a'matier of
fact,

Martavr ABDUR RAIIIN CHHAUDHURY :;—
Q.—Do yout think that short-w olght salo oxists'? ”
A~Yes
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Q. ~Oa
Have you got any suggesiions to make o stop it ?

‘ﬁ-c"“I Oﬁ.nnot i
give any su i 3
be better supervision dnd igmt ?geSti? " except that there shonld
e awarded. all cases punishments should
Q.—What about the | b
. ma] v .

Do abolished.  Whatie rour dlgid;u system. Som‘e say it should
A—My idea is to mako opium available in medice
Trom hosniind ] qmake opium available in medical shopg

n piials and dispensaries .and, pharmacies i P
poisonous drugs. T and, pharmacies just as other
Q.—Do you think . . L
wall N you think that this'mahaldari system is ot working
g.wgn the prosent circumstances it is not Worki;gd?ﬁ‘e‘ll. )
. W —auppose total prohibition is not ibl
8 ' s iition 18 npb., possible, -Youn ma
K ﬁf:ﬁ ?uxe some unregistered consumers.,  What to do ,witl};
" A—T have already stated that exc; ‘Dels wisi
—1 ady st he pt better supervision
:lr}z‘ilgeiinctu methods of dctection, T have nothing else to
. Q_.-—-Dn you not . think that the present staffl is sufficient fo
deal with the situation in the matter of detection? . :°
A.—I have not got any clear idea on the point.  _ -
. Examined by S;&I:IU'P ROHINI ;&UM{&R CHAUDHU-
~ Q—Do yon hear that there is a large ameunt of émuégling
in the province? R L
" Al—There is some smuggling but it is not as much as i
is supposed to be by some people. -

1

, Q.—You say that it is nob soli

‘success of the present policy ? -
A .~—Surely not to that extent. - .o .
Q.—What are your reaspné why you Wmi,d not open the

registers to the unregistered consumers [ -

wri A-—Because that will only go’ on adding to the number

-in the registers already. -~ Whereas our object is to reduce the
number of opium-eaters and fo doaway with the gplum-euter
completely, . ¢ ‘ : ‘

Q.—Do you think that if the regi
4o time :there is a further danger of n
register ?

A.—QCertainly thers wou
habit. If the habil is killed ©
no shortweight. ’

- L. "‘)
arge as to be a menace fo the
[ 1 s - I3

sters ave opened from time
on addicts coming into the

1d be more people taking to the
here would be no -smuggling as
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Mr. DAWSON :~You say that new addicts would come in

if tho register is opened and ‘there would be more smuggling.
But if you bring them into the rogister they would all get cxcise
opium from Government and I should have thought there would
be less smuggling 7. -, [
. A~T1 ghall oxplain in o moment. Theso unregistered
opium-eators are there: because there are tegistered opinm-caters
and they are in their company. For instance in England there
are 00 opium-eaters because there is not the habit, When you
have got some apium-eaters, there would also be another bateh
of unregistered opium-eaters in a fow years' time. ’

Sursur ROHINI KUMAR HAUDHURI :—

Q.—Your objection to the ten per cent. oot is that it fosters
the babit and it gives a lense of life to the opium eaters ?

+ ‘A —Tcannot say that it fosters the habit but it docs give
a pow lease of life.

Q.—~"1his policy was adopted by the Council and was tho
result of a promise mate by Government?

A.~"Whoover is responsible for ihe policy, it is there.

AMz. E. 8. ROFFEY :—

"Q ~In what year were you in the Council ®

A.—In tho second Council in 1924.

. .

No. 82,

The Committee then examined Mr. PAMPA SINGH,
reticed Bxfra Assistant Commissioner.,

Lxamined by the CRATRMAN :—

Q.~1n your opinfon is the present policy of Government
a success or not ?

A~ consider that although there has been n reduc™on of
about GO per cont. in consumption ns shown in the passes,
T do mot think it {s nll ‘real reduction entirely, The
rednction in consumption so far as it has gono may partially ho
due to the policy.  But {hen it has given rise to various other
maipractices, On tho wholo I should say thut wo should stop at
this stage,  Botter arrangements should be made and the short-
weight sales stopped.

Q.~Why doyoun want the reduction stopped# Do yr3
consider that,’if continued, the objects of the policy woull ie
endangered ? o~

AYes, 4
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Q.~In what way P
é)l.—«'.l‘his has given rise to shortweigbt: '
-"—‘DO ider Mwei | l‘

policyh? you cm?snlu that‘.s‘hmw elgh.ts wotyﬂd en@anger thi

A.—Shortweight will no{ but smuggli ] do ui

) gling from out i

f:tndnqgol. The more you ocut the mgré will be the dzlggee;vgi
1ts being supplomented from outside. T see there hag heen ay
merease in the detestion of contraband oplum. In the
year 1925-26 there were 26 seers detected.  Thereafter it hag
been doubled and recently it was as' much as 77 seers.  Of course
in 1931 and 1932 the detections have heen less but that is
probably due to the economic depression, ‘

Q.—We are ina great difficulty to find out about how
muoch smuggled opium is coming into the provinee ?

A.—1Tt is very difficult to judge. OF course it is less than
the licit smuggling, by which I mean smuggling within the
provinee.

Q.—You mean to say that smuggling from outside the
province of foreigh opium is less than the distribution of llicit
savings saved by shortweight ?

A.—Yes. 'the mahaldar sells to the registered men who
find their rations short,

Q.~Don’t you think that the people would get used to this
cut and finally after the next five years are over the opium habit
will die out?

A.~So long as illiteracy continues fhere seems no hope.
When people are more educated the habit will be eradicated of
itself. You must have public propaganda as was done m.the
non-co-operation time. I do not know if people that have given
it up on account of the social pressure may have taken to it

again.

Q.—In previous day
thought it was good for the
and a luxury. But now:t
many people are now thinking that
be given up? . X

A.—~Itis never a luxury or a necessﬂ:x.k Som}gl;ggi nte ej;sr
first acquire the habit and keep 36 up. Just Ii 1e a e
aiven for curing a disease and then stopped so Bf ) 12 PBut o
have left opium as soon as there was 1o needf or ; éality o
has not been done. Trume there 1s & changeho m:stion o
still it requires a strong determination and the qu

s people took opium because they
ir health and a source of enjoyment
there is a change of mentality and
it is a bad habit and it should
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many peaple have that strong desire. This labit is a second

{ nature and very few addicts will give it up on account of & mere
abange of mentality. - And the prohability is that many will net
giveitup as thoy‘Qc- not have that strpug determination.

t - Q—If.morestrict measures are pursued, don’t you think
 that same people at-least irill be able to give it up?

| A~ do mot think s0."

| Qy—Yestorday some ‘opium-eafers nppeared bofors us and
Iasked thom if they would take it again if opium is given fo
them free. They said, No. They said plso they renlised that it
was & bad habit. ’

A~f doubt i they mado correct statemenpts,

Q.—You pelivyo that there are some people who have given
itup?

A.~~May have given it up; but the percentage is very
small,

Q.—If it i3 your viow to call n halt now, with regard to
thoso who are on the register, what is your opinion regurding
those wha are supposed to bo not registered ?

A.—T shonld like their names to bo registered. I undor-
stand when the registers were first opened poople did not under.
siand it clearly. Some of them who got themsclves registered
underestitnated their requirements. -

Q.—For how long would you keep it open?

A~Tho faot should bo widoly published that this is the
Ist chance and no one wouid be registered if hef C9%S after-
wards, But then there may bo some foreigners €0IINS In now
and then and if they have the opium habit _they should net pe
refused registration. Of course you will sotify yourselves after
:nqniry that they nro really opinm-eaters 32d then regiser

hem,

Q —~Suchn chanco was given them &2 1629 acd fhen it 5w
elearly montioned that that wonldPet:2 I3ST fime god the
would bo no more chances, Do you =0¥ 35ToR2 {hag aqclr
chance should ho given them?

i

AT would ; because, op m1sy SXSRIS Ty §=s 'ES
orcrlooked. - .
Q.—It would Le overfoakef sy ¥ es

- A—T nw in davour of soedir ==
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Q~Don’t you think that there is a risk of new addiets
coming in P )

A.~—Those who were not taking opium for five years should
not be given passes as a rule. Also those 'below 80 should not
be given passes. I put it at 80 for this reason. People ordinari-
ly enter service at the age of 25, Allow them 5 years more
when they are earning. If they are not taking opium at that
age then they have been convineed that it is bad. Some standard
has to be fixed when you open the registers. I say that - people
who have been taking it for five years may be given.

Q.—1Is it your desire that the habit should be stopped ?

A.—Every sensible man will say thal it should be stopped.
I do say it should be stopped if possible.

Examined by Mz. J. A, DAWSON :—Did you start as a Sub-
Deputy Collector ?

A.—Yes,
Q.—When did you enter Government service ?

A.—1901, N

Q.—When did you become an Extra Assistant Commission-
er?

A.—1917. ,

Q.—How long were you in the Excise Department ?

A.—15 years. .

Q.—As Sub-Deputy Collector you toured a good deal in the
pufassil ? . .

A.—Yes. I wasin the hill districts, in the Naga hills.

Q.—And not in the plains ?

.A--"’""NOA .

Q.~—Anyhow you have had a good deal 0
the pcople themselves ? ,

~ A.—Yes,.

Pxamined by SR

e there any smuggling at the time W
— are .

Sub-%épugaéollector or Excise Supermtendent?

and,
A.—Now it is more. The supply depends on the dem

£ experionce with

vr BRINDABAN CHANDRA GOSWA-

hen you woro
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@ ~—To you not aseribe this fact:of more tletections to the
creation of o preventive staff ? " S S T T
A.~—To the preventive staff'as well to theout., 1._ »

5 TS ' »
Q.—Do you know that duo fo'the céoﬁomic condititn of the
people at-prlesent’oven'tho 1registered cénsumers -aro ot able to

purchase their full rationed quantity ? PO Y
A —T Lknow some of the consumers, some of them who dre
over 50 cannot tahe their wholo quantity. y o

Q —For want, of money wnd purchasing power many of
them are not taking the entire rationed quantity ?

A.~T'won’t sny moany. Somoare not taking., !

Q.—Even in Now gong distriot ? . +; , 0

v 0 4
A —I know Jaluguti. Thatis the largest shop, L
i I -
Q.—Do you know the present ration of that shop ? ‘
A'—1 o ot hnow. LR R
+ 1

Q —Will you be surprised to hnow that it has come down tca,
three seors ?

A —In many shops it has come down.

Q.—Ts it not due to the want of purchasing capacity of the
people ?

A —Not only that, There is o combination of circumstan.
ces. Supply from outsido sources and the present eConomic

r

N

condition have oll combined,
.. Q—Don’t you think that tho prico of smuggled opium is
higher than the price of treasury opium ?

A~Yes. e s

Q~—Will any consumer go to purchase smuggled opium
when its price is bigh ? o

A~T coannot pive nny accurate idea of smuggled opium.
Its price may be doublo or treble. !

Q1 am ashing whether any r’cgi}fem‘l consumer will go
and purchase smuggled opium at that price when he cannot even
purchase his ration from the shops ?

A.~Thoso who can afford tahoit. Your quedien assumes
that thoy nre not all taking even tho rationed quantits,

3
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Srysur ROHINI KU
assumption + 1t s & fach? MAR -CHAUDHURI:~That 5 not

_ A~—Those-who cannot affor . :
tity will not purchase it from t%ledstr(z)l l'fguglﬁalﬁse the rationed quan-

8r150T BRINDABAN CHANDRA GOSWAMI ;— ‘

— .
Opiun(% 0 o automatically they have been forced fo giveup
A, —Yes.
' Q.—On account of the economic depression ?

A.—Yes.
Q.—You already stated that this habit should be stamped

out ?
A —T desire it should be confined %o medical requirements.

But I do not think it can be so confined.
Q.—You desire that smuggling and short-weight sales'should

be stopped ?

f&.-—-Yes. What T want is that instead of increasing chances
of crime and then trying to stop it by strict measures, it is better
to go gradualiy.

sprsur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI:—

Q.—Are you in favour of gradual prohibition ?
A.~Yes, if effective check is made to stop shortweight. I
am in favour of introducing the pill form system.

Srrsur BRIN DABAN CHANDRA GOSWAMI :—Don't
ou think that people resort to these two evils, I mean smuggling

and short-weight sales P

A.—Yes. '
__Now if we stop the licit supply the short-weight sale

would go aubomatically ?

:A--""'Yes- .
Q.—And the whole department will be able %0 concentrate
{heir attention OB contraband opinm ¥

A.—Yes. Then you should s
SRIFUT ROHINI KM ARG

Q—If opium is qlﬁogeﬁher stoppe
the Ghort-weight .pvil'is gone?
A.—Yes. Ouly smuggling will increase.

trengihen i;he,-siga.ff;

HAUDHURT :—
4 from fthe treasury then

v

R
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Q.~Then you concentrate the whole -attention on smug-
gling?
A.—Yes you can do that,
Rar Baunapur NILAMBAR DATTA :— )
Q.—~You are not in favour of continuing tho present cut ?
A.—Certainly not and I bave given my reasons.
Q.~—You are also in favour of bringing the large nuwmber of
unregis{ered consumers on the book ? o )
A~—Yes. !
Q.—On nccount of the various reasons you have stated P
A.—Yes.

Examined by Szwur ROOINI KUMAR CHAUDDURI:—

Q—Youridea is if you want to stop opium youstop it
altogether at once ?

A.—Not at once.

Q.—You stop at onco and get rid of the thort-weight fale ?

A.~You cannot stop short-weight sale. It requires new
mothods. First experimont on that.

Q.—Do you wish that this evil should be stamped out ?

A.—Yes I desite that.

Q.~—-How many years do you want?

A.,—1hat depends on circumstances.

Q.—TYou are in favour of gradual reduction ?

A.—Yes.

Q.-~You know tho Government has already starfed this
policy of gradual prohibition ?

A.—Yes,

Q.~You do not agreo with this policy of Government?

ATt is not a full success as desired,

Q.~—Do you agroo with the policy ?

AT ngreosubject to the views expressed.

Q.—You know that the present policy nims at stamping out

the opium hnbit in ten years by a ten per cent. reduction of
ration ?
~  A—TYes. Tagree with that. But now I want a balt made,
1 do not mean that the policy should be stopped.
Q—If you cry halt now when do you want fo resumo it

3gain P .

5 A~ want the Inlt il you devise a better system for
stepping shortweight.

’

f

.
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 Q.—Is it till the pill systein is-introduced ? .

A.—Yes.
Q —That is your idea ? -
A.—Yes.

* Q.—Am T correct there ?

A.—Yes. Tfthat move'is sucees _— \

you (gn ‘.dfglt]with_ﬁ)utsig?;?; lllsg ;i‘i(rslc;‘ssffl thén with a strong staff
o 1e 1 » 3 oy

halt for the Presgilt i)%sltlzl;l ?15 nob practicable the you W'Il_l o

A .—Then it should be seen what, other methods conld be
taken up. 1If there is no alternative then I would wait $ill the
older generation passes away. :
. Q.—Do [ understand you to mean that till this older gene
ration who are not yet 50 die out you will stop the present
policy ? ‘ ‘

A.—Yes.

‘Q.v-And those under 50 should not be given passes ?

A.—My idea is 30. '

Q.—So you will wait so long P '

A.—T want the people to start propaganda. Then the mass
will be better educated. _

Q. —Yon want the present generation of opinm-eaters to
die out before you would revive the poliey ? |

A.—Yes, ifa better system could not be found. In the

meantime have propaganda’
1pg CHAIRMAN :—
Q.—If you can check sh
present policy P
A.—That is my idea. _
Q.—What is your sdea. Tell us what is your opinion sup*

.~ i1t shortweight could be checked ?
oSt ¢ tom should be gollowed. The cut system

A .—The present sys
should be continued for another five years.

M=r. DAWSON :—

Q.—What about smuggling ? .
i ' 4. One kind of
—Smugglin will have to be stoppe
sxﬁug%linw Wiﬁgbe sgfopped if shortweight 18 stoppedé, ihoelr]m i(;nliyé
outside snbmggling reraains and the staff can concentid

ssary with extra staff. -
necesgilIf ‘shortweight cannot be stop

the present generation pass away
A.—Yes.

ortweight will you goon with ,the

ped then you will wait t
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Satyur ROMINI KUMAR CHAUDIIURT :~—

Q —You probably knew that in 1929 we were given to under-
stand that no more passes should be issued ?

A—Yes. * !

Q.~—If persons who were not opium consumers in 1929 apply
for passes now ?, . : ! .

A~—I won’t ive them now if they are not addicts for five
seams before.  When the nomes ore brought inte the list they
should be put under the snme conditions as those whose rations
are cut. ¢ 3 3~y { L4 R

Q.—You want thesonew entrics fo be subjeated to tho samo
cut as those who are now in the registers ?

A.~Yes. Then all together would gradually give up the
habit in five years more ¢

Q.~—Do you think that the smuggling has increased or datec-
tion bins incrensed ? "

" A.—~Both., There can be no detection unless there is  smug-
gling.

Q —Do you hnow what amount of opium was smuggled into
the district in 19.:5-26 ?

A.~1T have no figures about that I think contrabsnd opium
smuggling in 1926 was less.

Q.~—In 1023-24 ?

A1 eannot give the figures  But I think it is Jess

Q —Iave you heard secently of ony case where as much as
38 seers wero smuggled ?

A —Yes.

Q—Where 2

A.—Nenr tho Shitlong road or somewhere.

Q.~—TNave you heard of 38 seers ?

A.~T do not recollect the quantity.

Q.—Do you know that in 1923-2¢ in Dibrugarh there was in
ono haul 88 scors ? . ©

A.~1 think they said it was China opium .

Q.—That was heforo tho present policy wns infroduced 7
~ A—Ycs, but by that timo shop rationing was introduced
ard tho shops could not supply more than that ration,

Q.—Do you object to the rationing of the shops ?

A~~Wo havo now advanced a furthier elage.  And now you
#re rationing individun) consumption. 3 vom

.
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No. 33.
After Lunch.

The Committec then examined Mz T Rt 1 s
tendent of Police. ined Mr. FURZE, Spgclal Sg{iomn.

Txamined by the OHAIRMAN ;= * * . =

Q.~—-You have been in the Sadiya Frontier Trach ?

A~=Yes. T

Q.—How long were you there as an officer ? .

A.—T commenced in the Sadiya Frontier Tract during. the
Abor expedition. Tt was there that I first started -the vegistration
systom in Assam.

Q.— What year was that ? ) )

A.—1912-13 I think. That was the first experiment in
registration in Assam. '

Q.—Were you there in 1927 ?

A.—I was also there in 1927

Q.—There was big smuggling at that time ?

A—Ves. There the Mishmis bring in chiefly Chines
opium. ’
Q.—What year were you last there ?
A.—TUp till Marchlast year, 1932,
Mr. E. 8. ROFFEY :—

Q.—From ?
A —December 1927, I think.

Tap CHAIRMAN :— o

Q.—Last year did you have someé smuggl}ng thﬂer{e?

A.~I had alarge number of opium igpoyving cases_ there.
caught not less than ten villages g‘rowmg opinm.

Q.—You mean POPPy ?

A,—Yes, pOppy- N,
Q,.-—Wh,y did they aultivate™poppy if 'they A—get ‘qp;um, eas
from()hina? ) e
A.—There is & tremendous Qegl?and and ﬂ;;
he cultivation. They say i1 ‘pitich easicr 0
their poppy cultivation than for ahy O
Q.—We inderstand it is _ act

+ ? |
" Om‘ﬁf ?—Iil';.‘yhey get together all 'theigi 01(%1 rolot}%;g?@é;aégsél?;dtﬁl;;

o th when ripe ‘and, soax. these. T ‘
sslclﬁe%;egoag; make nice 1008 stripes. '

il

o Yromen -Folk ¢
geb - moniey i
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L] ' Tt

Q.—Yon have seen that yourself ?

A, —Yus, they have shiown fno the process. . 1% 1§ 3 pleasuro
to thom to oltivatethe poppy? They all © ° ™ °7 ¥~ = 1itaik
tered area. I was actually in the hills -
information reacked me Tn the villag y
dxﬂ}cu!ty in finding out this cultivation .You would dever
believe that there was any poppy gtowing. Il the placos Jook-
od Iike virgin jungle. - :

Q.—What year was that ? s

A—ZEarly in 1932, T think. .

. Q@ —Would not the very existence of this poyipy plantation
indieato thdt the pedple are ndt getting opium from Chind’or tho
Hulong Valley ? . :

A—It i§ very difioult to say. All'thése eople dfo'confifn.
ed opium addicts ~ I doubt if you can over stap them until tlicy
dio out. Onec of the reasons’why they want 1o grotv dhium “is
that it is vevy difficult 1t tho 1ams to pet to the opiam rshop;
communications a1 so bad., The other reason is that in the
Sadiya Trontier Tract we hiave‘cit down the cpium _passes ‘to_ s
sery great extent, Tho pass systews in the Sadiya, Frontier has
been in foreo much longer than in any other didtricts in “Ass%n,
Tho system of cubting down ritions was prevaling long befors
the ton per cent, dint wasintroduced. The Political Officor gocs
round on his tour. One af the ruethods adopted for puiishing o
man if he has dene anything wiong is to cut down’his ratién.
For o lodg time wu have heen trying to vestrict tho rations
beeausa it is far and away tha worst place for opium and the
population js very small. [In ihe matter ‘of opium ovil next to
Badiya is Lahbimpur and then edines Sibsagar.,

Qe=That is the number there ?

, . P A

‘A'—1I could not tell you. I havo'not comio propared {o'give
evidence. o ; o

Q —We just vant to Know whethier'ysu think that stigdgled
opium s commng in larger quantities than it used to conic nboitt
4 5 or G years ago ? s - o

A ~That is a question which is difficdit fo answer, Tt ghg
prohabilities are that in the ycir 1930 there was more smuggling
than usual, -

" Q~—Did you catch several eases ?
Ao got a great deal of information.
Q~Werc'they punished sevirely ?
* A —You capnot punizh untif you can prove.
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Q~What did you do ?

A.—The Opium. Act i not in force there- and
to the spirit of the rules, Y ere- and you only keep
mionths ander section 198, ou can ordinarily give him sy

Q.—These smugglers knowing the are-caught and puni
were they afraid of coming in Ia,rgg nun:gbers p - and punishot

A.~They are all Mishmis and a very diffic
I y difficnlt people to deal
with.  They have got a very good organisation,, ik

Q.—Are the smugglers Mishmis ?

. A~—Yes. The opium hasa ready sale. If you go to tlis
Mishmi hills- you can get opium in any quantity. When you
have addicts whose rations are cut it is very difficult to. stop
these people from smuggling. I had one Exocise Inspector and
two excise peons in my time. Isatisfied the Government as to
the necessity for a. little extra.staff and after great difficulty I
could. get only a small increase in the staff,

Q.—Cases. of detection have been fewer in recent years ¢

A.—OFf smuggling, yes. Butthen you have not got it
staff to do both jobs. Last time they were busy on keeping dow
poppy cultivation.

Q.—It is not very difficult to keep down poppy ?

A.—Had you been with. me on-the trip, I doubb if yo
would have said so..

Q.~— We heard the other day that in the Assam Valley POPP
was grown in the compounds of houses onthe banks of the river

A.—T had to deal with cultivation ab the foot of the hill
whero there are no roads of any kind. They have their sple% al
round. The cultivation is right in the thick of the Junglle. . l;
less you have got a man who knows the way tborouglf:i yd i |
absolutely difficult to get along. It is very difficult to fin hytb:
way. Itisonly by chance that we can get and punis

growers.

i Mz. DAWSON :— L
gﬁﬂﬁle&: yadministered avea they are mostly all opie

addicts ?
A.—The Mishmis are. -
Q.—Do you think there is any hope of their giving up
habit ? » o

A.—Not unless we take them 0ver and train them
np., It must be done gradually.
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Q.~They do not realiso I suppose that it is an evil liabit ?
“vy

t A.~They Yook apon 1tas a hind of medicino. o e s

Q —About thed {Chinese opiuw which comes from' ‘Vunoan'
¢ and other places, do you think it fssent intd Livkbimpui or does
it not go beyond the Sadiya Frontier ? A

A—{ think a certain amount goes into Lakhimpur and
Sihsagar also takes something. I have never been able to cateh

them there bt my belicf is so. .

Q.~Is it very clicap ?

A.~Compared with excise opium it is very eheap but I can
not say ab what rate it is sold. Certain people told me it depends
much on the need of the corsumer. -
Lxamioed by Mz. E. 8. ROFFEY :—

Q.—1Is there any prospect of seizing it ? .

A~Wo scized small amounts, You have to take men o
proved ability into the jungle on the hill side, These dichuis
comé down regularly every jear, There are certmn men who
work cufting cane. They won't come into the administored arca
until ‘they hear definitely that the Ixcise Inspeetor has gone
asway and then they como down. That is their modus operandi.

Q.—You said with reforenee to poppy cultivation that you
had found it growing in ten willages, ~What was the total area #

A.—~I do not remember.

Q.~TWas that during the years you wero thero ?

A —In 1932, -

Q.—You were there when this cut origivated in 1926 2

A—Yes.

R Q.—Did you find aftcr soma timo that there swas more smug-
gling go on P

A~It is very difficult to say becauvse no altention was
drawn toit. I pereonally think so. Butitis very dillicult to
prove.

Q.—Do you know what prices it was sold for ?

A~~No, I have got no figures,

Q.—~T think vou said that they will not cease taking epium
unlil thoy die out ? What do you mean ?

A.~They aro all very bndly nddicted. It is not fair for mo
{0 sreak about them becauce they are all outsido the Assam
\'x\lIey aud it is bad for me to give cvidence against (hem.

3 3
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What 1 mean is that it s very diff

1 A t 'y difficult o get ik
taking opium, Seeing that theso Abops were xfex?;r kzgnStgn
Oplum—and they were onr Iatg enemies —I wanted to try and
seo il they can e persuaded to give np the habit, The youn
among thom were taking to opinm badly. At one time th%
ordinary form of ceremonial bresent to any of these hill men wag
to offer opium, You could not g0 out anywhere without opium
being given them. I wanted to stop that. Then we starteq the
registration system. It met with suecess o a great exiont and it
was then adopted for ‘the whole of the Prontier Tract, It did
not prove a success with the Singpohs because they consume so
largely., “

Q.—What is the consumption ?

A.—A. Clief takes probably 7 or 8 tolas ; probably ‘more.

Lxamined by Spur BRINDABAN CHANDRA GOS-
WAMI : —

Q.—Can you say whether the quality of Obina opium or of
Malwa opium is inferior to treasury opium ?

A.—T do not know abont Malwa opium § it never penefrat-"
ed to Sadiya. But the China opium I think is of similar quality
to treasury opium. However, I cannot be sure; Iam not an
expert. It looks very similar in every way and people think it
is the same and they say also that it tastes the same also. 'Whe.n
they como down to Sadiya during the cold weather the Mishmis

gef temporary passes. ‘
Q.—What is the price of China opium ?

i is thi hat the
A.—The difficulty is this. I could nob tell you w :
price is in the Mishmiy hills. The chinese come dowz?} htgrofu?;l
the Mishmi bills and take away goods in exchange. I fremc::n o
it is almost impossible to say the price. We have ng 1n<;1 e
tion. DBut there is no doubt that a great deal come throug

MiShIQn.f%JSﬁ say the registration has been successful in Sadiya?

A.—TI think on the whole it is a success.

ON :— T

M—l:-IIiA};mea there is a distriet called Bham%_ lelzéct% :g}l;{solil;?
Yunnan wheré the Chinese opium con.ne?R fsroglb  more, it 15 sol
rice of the Burma treasury opium l’ihe éheap oo of Chinest

i - . 80 as to counteract p price s
:'mi;?rl;&mgua]fpiszs you make the price of?exmse opium 8,as. 1L
ggdiya: Frontier, what Woul:d‘be the (eff('ect, N
" AT think it is very ﬁi{ﬁcult to speculate B

tion.
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Rar Bauanur NILAMBAR DATTA — N
Q —There is no pass systom in Sadiya P

A —Yes, it nas intiodueed first in Sadiya
Q.—-Bu‘tly?)u have not got the 10 por cent cub system ?

A~Yes, we made if for two years. The trouble is that tho
Poltical Officer had alrendy been cutting down and reducing
extessive rations before the system camen  When he took up
s pass for remewal bo fried to effoct o big cdt, saying that in
cach caso the rafion was much tos much and that he will cut it
further, s

Q—Tn the tame way new passes dlso wore dealt with P

A —He did that before the Government arders regarding
the renewal 6f passts cama in ¢ it was 1o hus power to give passes
but ho did not do so oxcept in very extraordinary and exceptions
21 casos of & provious addict

Q.—May I know if there is an Assamese village near Dhala
river in the Sadiya jurisdiction ?

A—~Yes

Q.~Whore do they pot their ration from ?

A —Trom tho Saikhoaghat opium shop. ;

Q.~—The rations are not supposed to be reduced annually ?

A.—They'have not been reduced during the last two years'
Thoy were redticed for o years before and on my recommenda-
tion it stopped nt that. -

Q-—Iad.you any complaints from the villagers?

A —Tt avns cin my ;power to give new passes and whenever
Iwasin Endiyn I had about 60 or G0 peoplo ashing for new
“passes.  ofvmnny wonted to trade in opiom I do not kmow.
But the numbér of spplicants mod theie pleadings show-tho in-

tensity ofdclmumlisvcry great.

Q.—1In your {imo there Were untegistered opinm-caters in
tho villages ? -

A.—~Yecs, & large number. o
Q~Did they take opiun, from the malaldars ?

A.~—A cortain mumber of them probably took from tho
mahnlddr, 3ostly thoy resorted to-illicit opium frox the Mishmis
»ud that js very'easy to get.

Q ~Ts it o even at Saikhonghat? |
A—Ycs, s lot of épium fraflic was going-on there.
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Q.Su

. —Suppose you gre

people buy illieit Opiumg?mt passes fo all neody persoas, will th
v e B

A —~They wi
’ They will beeause the price is che
. . ;
).—You think i .
nk the price of treasury opium is high? .
a
gh'

A.—1tis difficul

. . : t {o say, i

it It isa deferre ay, it depends whi

i is dithc datersent 1o thess o e st T bl

(-at;nut stoll; lit .0 ;t"{}’ 1t ’t“. "3110 casc of men Whor a:‘;lzd};?btlt- :’fut
et ) avg {rie hﬁrd lO . 1618, Tnu

up the habit. In some cases I kept ?ﬁles[gai(}le t fgnﬁgfg%.sltg giv;

spital but

could nat succeed.
Q.— You came i
. ame in contact wi i
ith the village people ?

‘\'x: Cll, V(ao
A\ A .
. ' P > . :
( ’ S-O O" p i

-

opium ?
l\.-"-.&rcsc
Q.—You know the Government policy of ten per cent, cut?

A.—Yes, -

Q.—Are you 1n favour of continuing the policy i;1 the

T »
interests of the addicts as well as the i
b < H e 1 N At "
v.ypment as well as the welfare of the publiclzl gereats o t'h? =

A—TItis rather a general question I thi
. . : c
cent. eut is 100 quick. I realise that a great d:lzillkof]l?;jjg p:,r
been done but the trouble Is that all these people Sp the‘re
always complain that they wanb morc. Whatever the age 0
{lic consumers that is the complaint. The older mal says he
wants morc. And if you areé going to cut it too quickly he will
be wanting more and he will actual get less. 1 was told they
pay up to Rs. 10 for the smailest quantity of opium bub whether
it is true OF pot I cannot say. 1t shows their need,
%?nined py  MATLAVI ABDUR RAHIM CHAUDHT-
Q.—Do you think that an jncrease in the
il resalt in mOXo detections ? *
A—T veally could not say. But I presume; if they have d
hetter stafl, they would be able to detect more: cases, bub I have-
not gob sufficient knowledge of the working of the excise staff.
Q.—Do you think that any propagamla work agains the
opium habit will have any effect on-the people taking opium
A.—T think it may in the long TUm- Tnless you 642 stop

ungsters from oontracting the habi
1t is the yillage youngster y0u should get ab.

preventiv‘e staff.
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Q—How fostop the evil? ! -
A.~You can improve their outlook by means of proper
ducation and increnso their stamind ‘sufficidntly to stand against
be opium habit, * * ¢+ vl ’

Q.—Bome people recommend legislation to'prevent it ?

A.—1 do notiagree. « Besides is scems hard on the people.
’xamined by Sryor ROHINI KUMAR OBAUDHURI:—

Q.—You are speaking about Sadiya ¢

A—Yes.

Q —How long have you been there ?

A.—A good many years, off and on. Originally I was there
rom 1011 to the middle of 19156. Again in 1924 I was there
or ten months. Andthen when Icame from Sylhet, I was
bero up to last year when I came to Shillong, -

Q. —You know Srijut Jauakinath Sarma ? .

A.—Yes; ho was originally a olerk. He e an officer who
in speak with somo authority on cxcise mattere in Sadiya. He
the only excise oflicor we had for some years,

Q —Ho said in bis evidence : * If you do away with the
olicy of restriction and reduction the consumption will inorease.
ven at present people are nctually consuming about 87 maunds
A8 1'%~ Is continuing and smuggling will continue ©
r 'tion policy is “continued or given up bee uso |,
o cheap and is sold from door to door and is

L ew " Do you agree with that p
d~— ngreo us regards the Sadiya  Frontier Tract. T under-
tand you wers wanting to find out whether tho opium comes to
\sam proper. O

Q.—I want to know whether it is frue that so far as con-
umption is concerned, in tho Sadiya Froutier, it does not
satter whether you have the ten per cent cut or not ?

A~—As regards that I think he is right. »

Q.—1t is comparatively n small place and I supposo you
‘now the people who carry on the trade ? .

. A—Dost of the peoplo are in tho unadministered ares, the
Mithmis, They bring it down with thom. *
QDo they supply direet to Sudiyn"? , ,
A~Generally they themsclves do it. Dut thero aro ono or
470 local Assamese who are believed to be their alies, we have
T-"sl Leen alile 1o eateh them.” The only big catelt we mnde was
t*at of Tibetan opium and the men were Mishmis and I belioveo
ey catry on the trade themselves mostly.

t

[

.
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Q.—Are there not middle-men ..
Sm"g;;lced opium ? ot middle-men: who take charge ofthe

i . R .
T n*ﬁ' T——I l}mge ot boen able to find out if this is so. Bub
anakiram ba his own theory and suspected there were wiidle-
men. They haye never been detected,

Q —So these Mishmis distribute themselves in Sadiya? "

) A—Yes. I am unable to tell you what quantity ‘they
bring I presume they get in touch with - known opium _addiels

and t‘h(i)se men in tarn spread the happy news thab opiam has
arrived, ‘ ]

~ Q~—In this matter you arein the same position as ourselies,

namely, everything is'a surmise ? ' »

A.—Yes. _

Q —Since what ycar was this réduction stopped you shid it
was slopped on your recommendation P - ‘

A.—T think in the middle of 1630.

Q.—The registers have been kept open in Sidigafor th
jssuc of opium passes P : .

A.—1I do not know what the existing orders aze. For a.liimv |
time e wanted to bring in no_more opium-8aters. & hadr to
take Government permission when 'we kept open 11 1929. ‘1’,?}1
have a shifting population, for example, a Jarge ‘n|um_be_r O-{lz'l'e
Singpos , and if 'you do nob give them som® ‘sort of rel;eft by
are bound to go in for illicit opinm.

Q.—You say that for such the register 8
eant by keeping it open. °

hould be opene?l ?

A,—I do not know what is m

Mz DAWSON:— | |
Q.—Supposing an unregistered 'consumer comes ‘and $3f
he wants opium and cannot do without Opium ?
| i «hmis who are
A.—We only issue passes to Mishmis wh
addicts. That was the policy when 1 Was there.

. s t
jssue of fresh PAsSER oo i
ggff)};: 1{;1131'0 who are corfirmed addicts

'proved 10 ‘be

Q.—Do you approve
who did not_take Passes
for a long time ?

A.—1I think I 8a7€ such a pas

§ <'m1y in'one ©€3s€ of 'a local
inkabitént, @ Nadiyal. That is the only ©a5¢

1 remenber-
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Brujur ROHINTI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :—

Q.—This polioy was introducel in 1929 and later the
reglsters were 1o opened and Government svid that that wounld
bothe last time apd no more passes would be fssued after Sops
tember 1920, Supposing a man comes now and sys that ho
dil not take o pass then, and that be is an addict and wants a
pass now. ' Leavibg nside the guestion of Sadiyn orany other
particular plnce, would yon advise Government in such n caso
toissuo passes ? | |

A.—~Yes if he was an addict T would advise.

Q.—Ho had n'chance of taking pass last time when it was
definitely notified that that would ho the last time that he is
on addict and ashs for o pass P

AT would'adviso that careful enquiries be wado in every
taso hefore issuing passes. Thero ave cases where people set
up false' pleas and there would be people ready to do that again

Q.—’—”l‘here’,ié nleo tho danger of now addicts coming in if
sou keep'tho régisters opon ? ’

A.~Idm afraid I cannot give an opinion on that. I think
personally that o mon whois an addict should get his pass.
What you .want fo dg is to gradually do away with the addicts:

Q.—But there will be no end of it if you go on issuing
passes,

A~T have said before that I should be very ohary in
tssuing new passes.  But I do not think it is nccessary to give s
tertain disorfetion to tho issuing officer.

) —

Xo 88,

Next the committee exwnined—
1. JAYARAM DOLOI.
2. GIRISO CHANDRA CHAUDUURY, Barpefa.
3 PRATAY NARAYAN CHAUDIURY, Nalbar.

. 4. NABIN CHANDRA TALUQ DAR, Rampur,
Al the witnesses aro x’nnuzudnrs.
Examined by Srryor ROIINT KUMAR OIIA.UDHURI:—-:
NABIN OHANDRA TALUQDAR :—Tho reduction
polioy hnstheon o partial succéss. " Tho policy has succeeded in
cffecting reduction in the consumption of treasury opium and
the rednction bns been moro thun the smuggled opium got from
cul<ido .

>
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Sr13uT PRATAP N
7 .O' A-R
W elaléf{ sale has affected this Iﬁhi?N CHAUDHORT:—Shor
practic éi‘él'gigigfshﬁ CHANDRA CHAI(IDHU'”RYwTh:;
because the surtf)hfs ngggezéht sales 'htas also affected this pol'wé :
\ N £ unregistered v
of 0 NABIN CHANDRA TALUQDAR O socom
been compelled etop I<1fli(i7‘ee Olf tz;}a}asury'op fum many consumers hz‘?dr
money to purchase. P the opimm habit as they have no;

The polic . . .
of new &Ic)ldicgs.has sueceeded in bringing down the formation'

SrIFUT JAY : i
surplus opium haﬁéﬁ?ﬁoeg L?I'MBM b Sho samo tine fbis
h&VeAcome it being, pply new addicts and new addicts:

ll; the witnesses except-Sri3 i .
appr(zg dtgf t}]e bon por centﬁpiii%?? Nabl’n Chandra Talugder

. : e four witnesses were in favour of continui

policy.. ,’lhey believed that smuggling existed inc Atsls?xlxlfg 1?111(:
whether it was fo a large or small extent, they were unable to
say. In their opinion the policy should continue and all efforts
should be made to check smuggling of opium from outside. One
of the means todo it was that the price of treasury opium should
be the saue as in Bengal and Bibar and Orissa. 1f thatcannot
be done the prices should be at least the same as the lowest prices
in these three provinces.

Srisvr NABIN CHANDRA TALUQDAR considered
that the mahaldars were cheating the consumers to the extent of
about four annason the average. On that basis ke reckoned
that there would be 25 per cent. unregistered consumers.

The remaining three witnesses considered that the percentage
of unregistered consumers would not be so high as that. Bul
they could not say how many they would be.

Sprsur NABIN CHANDRA TALUQDAR thought that
no unregistered consumer should get a pass unless he was 00
years of age or over. The rest thought that in cases where the
unregistered consumer was below that age he should be com:
pelled to.give up the habit. Not only no passes ghould be issued

but they should be punished for taking opium.
HAUDHURY added thib

Sprsor PRATAP NARAYAN C
ng new passes. Bub those

ds and those whose health
n passes, The old

4 apd if they did
be

[

age should not be a eriterion in granti
who required opium on medical grounds &
may be affected withous opium,” should be give

registered consumers should also be examine Loy
not require opium for medical reasons their passes §OU

stopped. . .
plim the witnesses were of opinion that opium fho;ﬂg }1))‘0
supp?ied in pills and that the pills should be distributed B

A varnment servants.
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Exomined by Rat Banavuvr NILAMBAR DATTA :— + -

Srysor NABIN GHANDRA TALUQDAR:-LTherstis an
opium shop in my mouza. The mabaldar sells the surplus ata
rate varying from ‘Rs. 6 to Rs. 8. I know the'treasury rate is
Bs. 2 only. If'the unregistered opium-caters be brought into the
ook they would be entitied to get opivm at Rs. 2. At the
samo time attempt should be made to compel them to give up
the habit. If they are rogistered surely they' will be mone-
farily benofitted. 1 think there arc about 25 per cent. unregis-
fered oplum-eaters. If Goverament could stop shortweight and
rmugglmg then the unregistered opium-eaters could be given
passes only after GO years of age. Below that age if they are
found to De ;eating opinm they need not be given passes and
itey shonld be punished.

Srzsur PRATAP NARAYAN CHAUDHURY :—1 would
st~ - -tatement | that only people who wounld die if they did

should get passes. .

: oo !

I by Sruur BRINDABAN CHANDRA GOS-

‘s ard

vnawus JIRISH OHANDRA OHAUDHURY :—I havo

heard  from ' outsidérs that opium comes from Blhutan and from

hero it comes to tho Darrang district. I bave not heard of
opiuns , coming into the Kamrup district. .

*Al) the witnesses ngreed that opinm habit should be stamped
out, Gho treasury opium <hould be ekl in pill form and by
Government servants. ‘They a1l liked that tho Goversment »
policy should continue. DBut the defects shonld be romedied. -~

Srryor  GIRISH CUANDRA CHAUDRURY :—I met
3 few unregistered consumors in my mavza whom I could name.
They ndmitted they got their ‘supply from the registered
tonsumers who had their rations a litlo in excess. I got the
names of these registered consumers who were so'ling their opinm.
I'did not report to the authorities ns T did not consider it to bo
my duty. T huve said that the opium habit is very bad.
¥o. 35. ' -

1he committec next examined® tomo Kaniyas, 'led by Rup
Dhar Chaudhury. . ITis ngo was over G0 and he had n pass for 4
tolas,  fie deposed :—

I have no cbjeetion il Government reduco the rations.
Tormerly Government “gave mo 4} tolas but now it has been
nduced to § tols only,

Opium is n bad habit, T lhave landed properiy and I have
raneed to rema nin othr yaen's houses. My son is an opium-
cater and lie wos convicted of theft sometimo ago. My idenis
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Srryur PRATAP |
‘ol AP N .
W exgqui;usale. Igls affected thf}st%;i?N' CHAUDHURY:—Shost.

SRISUT GIRISH  CEANDLD.
practice of giving - shorb.m%ﬁ DR‘_A CHAUDHURY :—Th
becase the Surplns aon Ié, sales has also affgeted this o} 8

Skyyur NABIN OF AN%)f;nrerg:mtered cousumers, .
of tho rise in the price of trea A TALUQUAR :—On_acoount

cen compelled to oive qn the Y DL MARY. consumers bayy
wmoney {o pul'chaseb up thg opium habit as they have no

The poliay has.s . L. S
of new addicls, ueceeded in bringing down the formation

Sruyvr JAYARAM , R
surplas opium fias gone tOESL?I i~—But at the saime time  this
have come into beipe pply new addicts and new addicts

Al the witnesses excent  Sri; o RS

Al the four wi Mo . e
policy. They bclievtlaglnetsljzi :n(‘itle 1;1' aront oL continuing the
whether it wa e ggling existed in Assam. - But
swo %‘ 1{'1 was to a large or small extent, they. were..unable to
el e e 0plion the policy should continue and all effori

o de to check smuggling of opium from outside. --One
of the means todo it was that the price of treasur opinm ' should
%’g tlhe Sﬂtf;lie as in Bﬁngal and Bibar and ‘Orissé:.xlf ‘that bangot
»e done the prices should be at I the lowest * pri
Sl thx‘clé Nocinoe. at least the same as the lowest PI‘IOCS

Srrgvr NABIN CHANDRA TALUQDAR  considered
that the mahaldars were cheating “the consumers to the extent of
about four annason the average. On that basis be reckoned
that, there wounld be 25 per cent. unregistered consumers.

The remaining three witnesses considered that the percentage
of unregistered consumers would not be so high as that. But
they eould not say bow many they would be.

Snrsur NABIN CHANDRA  TALUQDAR thought that
no unregistered consnmer shonld get a pass unless he was 50
years of age or over. The rest thought that in cases where the
unregistered consumer was below that age he should be com-
pelled to.give up the habit. Not only no passes should be issued
but they should be punished for taking opium:’ '

added that

Srrsur PRATAP NARAYAN CHAUDHURY adde
‘ ng new passes. Buf those
ds and those whose health

‘policy

age should not be a criterion in granti
who required opium on medical groun ¢
may be affected without opium,’ should be given passes. "’ The old
yegistered consumers should also be exatined: and if they did
not require opium for medical reasons their: passes should be
stopped. o P o z b
A1l the witnesses were of opinion that opium §hould lﬂ
supplied in pills and that the pills should be distributed by
Qovarnment servants.
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pmined by RAT Banapur NILAMBAR DATTA :— ¢ vy

szuvr NABIN CHANDRA TALUQDAR :LThere'is ag
fum shop in my mouza. The mabaldar sells the surplus at'a
fevrying from Re. 6o Re, 8. 1 know the:ireasury rate ig
« 2only. 1f the unregistered opium-eaters be brought into the
rk they would be entitled fo get opwm at Re. 2. At the
me time nttempt should be made fo compel them to’ give up
¢ tabit, If they are registered surely they will be monex
nly benefitted. I think there are apout 256 per cent. unregis-
red oplum-caters, If Go¥ernment could stop shortweight and
aggling then the unregistered opium-eaters could be given
s only ofter 50 years of age. Below that age if they are
md to be eating opium they need not be given passes and
ey shonld be punished.

Sp15ur PRATAP NARAYAN CHAUDHURY :—X wonld
olify my statement that only people who would die if they did
i get opium should get passes.

Exami

rAMI —

[

ved by, Srizpr BRINDABAN CHANDRA GOS-
[ ' PRt

Sturr GIRISH OHANDRA OHAUDHURY :—I have

@rd froni outsiders that opium comes from Bhutan and from

e 1 comes to the Darvang district. Lhave mot heard tof

fitm coming into the( Kamrup distriet. ;

A]Il £he witnesses ngroed that opinm habit should be stamped
Ufw _1he treasury opium <hould be sold in pill form and by
T s 1ley all Liked that the Government

¢ *° . But the defects should be remedied. -~

. Ui i~ii CHANDRA CHAUDHURY :~—I met
i W76 Teew s Sunsumeors in my mavza whom I could name.
n“)’ sdmitted they got their supply from the registered
rsumers who hod their rations a htle in excess. I got the
"g"‘fs of theso registered consumers who wers se'ling their opium.
nv‘d 1ot report to the authorities as T did not consider it to bo
Tduty. 1 have soid that the opium habit is very bad.

So 33, -

b Iho committec next examined’ some Kaniyas, led by Rup
;o Chaudbury.  TTis ago was over 60 and Lo had n pass for 4
8 Re deyosed 1—
Py bave no objection if Government reduco the rations.
d‘““““.‘ Government gave mo 43 tolas but now it has been
tduced ta & tolas only. .

Qpium is o bad hobit. Thave \nnded property and I h'wfo

Ykeed th po ) s "
ma n n other men’s houses. N .
ATOr o Y hn e e e e hno e Jy son 18 x:x_\ oplum
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people gave up the habit of i
t : b ot smoking opium !
o%kt?:; too ?ée hgbztkqf 0p1um~eating.g “?e do ?;cl;% lzgi{\rbaveﬂlz@
th givgn m Smoking Act,  We know only that Gnve;? o
e Bive .usdpasses for either eating or smoking apium gmen
e f?ww epression the consumers have not been aglle:
pue wee hlﬁl rationed quantiby. If the reduction policy c(:']ti
ra,du'zlls all also go on redneing. If tlis rednetion woes ol
graduaily opium-caters will live. But if you stop § :
many will die af once. ousop R

Another opium-cater, SAMIRAN, deposed as follows :—

. My ageis45. I have been taking opium
yoars. 'The elder brother of the Jessee is Oalsop here f;g?dtéj; ;isé
take ppium which has been saved by the malialdar. -
My original ration was one tola and- I now get only half:
tol'a which is absolutely insufficient. I cannof get along wit}
this small quantily and I pray that I may be givena more
Otherwise I shall not be able fo live. I was happy to hear the
Excise Commissioner has come and I pray I should be given
more opium. . o
RUP DHAR CHAUDHURY :—Ialso pray that I should
get an opium shop at Kukurmara. I asked the Superintendent

for a shop and he asked me to go o the Commissioner who is liers
to-day. If Iam given the shop I shall run it well and there wil

be no question of shortweight.

1
1

XNo. 36.
| N oxt the Committee examined—
1. GHANASYAM DAS, ez-lesses and refired Sub:
Tnspector of Police.
9. NANDAMAI M AHAJAN, ex-lessee.

"8 SA o . submittet fo-
SR AK.CTANDRA DOLOL {who submitted 8 st
' 3 Siﬁu?ent which L»Was read to the Committee by the

Chairman). tored {1 ley
QAT DOLOI considered the POX
1 SABAK OHANDRAons who had given up the habit.

nd he knew of pers bof
: i 1d-he stamped outo
bit and we want that it should b Gauhalt)i g

he unregistered -consuMErs in

SRIIT
Was @ Sucoess &
T4 is an evil ha
the pruvince. ‘
few,

i
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Srrycr GHANASYANM DAS said that in all the five mauzas
n'cnlr Sorbliog there were 50 unregistered consumers.  He further
sails

I hnow this beoause I wasa lessee myself and I have rn-
quired from other,opium-eaters. I was a lessee from  1932-33 in
the Sorbhog shop.” Consumers got opium from the Cooch Behar
side. They themsolves bring opinm and they are supplied by
othiersalso. One or two opium-eaters yo personally to Cooch Behnt
and I know the name of one. I donot hnow exactly what quan-
tity he brings: he is an Assamese. Some opium-eators prolested
to mriffor giving shortweight in the shops. I gave up the shop
myself.

NANDARAM MAI:—I bad also an excise shop for 13 or
15 years and I never gave shortw cight. I had a town shop and I:
voluntarily gave it up on nccount of the stringoncy of the new
rules and I did not want to get into trouble in my old age. I
got Rs. 19 a scer profit out of the shop in whieh I sold two scers,
;%mt is I got Rs.33 in nll. Therewas a salesman whom I paid

5. 26,

T Qo not think that peoplo die for not taking opium. They
will bo cured, somo in o week and others take a httle longer,
There are cases where they wero cured in six or seven months
also.

Snsur 'SABAK ‘CHANDRA DOLOIL siid that he gave
up the shop becauso he was required to remmn in the shep and
did not like it.

Snrsur GHANASYAM DAS :—1I have no shop.
Txamined by Rat Banapur NILAMBAR DATTA —

Srrgur NANDAMAI MATAJAN :—Opium  should be
gradually reduced and not at unce beciuso some people would
die, The reduction policy should now be stopped, as the opium-
caters get into troublo. !

Suzsur GHANASYAM DAS:—1 <ay that, after examina-
tion, whoover wants moro opium should be given more. Every-
ono should bave Lis roquired quantity. The unregistered opium-
caters pay doublo to tho mahaldar. “Thoy should be given psses
after examination by a local Committee and a Medieal Officer,

% ONANDAMAT MAHAJAN:~I' am also generally cf the
same opinion, If Governmont do not givo them pasfa then
will resort to'malpractices.
Yxamined by Sswor ROUINI  RKUMAR CHAR

M-
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X ' : . . .
IA I},X):TXT;? (?-Flﬁlgﬁxs r:i;)ﬁu ]t)IAS alllld e NAﬁDAMAI
4 : 1on those who would die for w
opium should be allowed to take oni s oty iy b of
' lake opium, It is on] i
;:‘(3;0 W i)fullcz ]})Setzlﬂéle t% szui which opium-eater Woulél d};e ?rfdd\.:l}\ti%i
. 10 medica opinion that a man will ‘not dj
11?,0&11 bf’ cured of his disease, than it is hetter ‘i;l{?atdlzgp?s ﬂ:litt
tg}n en opiam. The sooner the habit is stainpéd ‘out of onr country
t 1e better, Those who ate addicted to opiuth’ éannot be' expected
0 give up the habit, But they can give up the habit if they
could not get opium. I have seen some pervons who have given
up opium at once. They sutfer for sometime. %

Sr1sv7 SABAK OCHANDRA DOLOT:—T cannot say whe:
ther my opinion will be shared by the members of the Kaibarta
community. ' '

The Committee then adjourned to the next day.

No. 37.
{i< ednesday the 12tk July 1933, .

The Committé\x;ext examined— : ;: |
Masor J. L. DONNELLY, 1.m.8., Civil Surgeon, Gguhaﬁl
Examined by the'CHAIRMAN :—

Q.— How long have\you been here, Major?.

A —One year. \,

Q.—You visit the jaz’f as Civil Surgeon?

A.—Yes.

Q.—Are there opium-eaters in the jail ? N

A.—We oceasionally get a man admitted who is alleged t?
be an opinm-cater. ,

Q.~—You don’t give opiu

A ~No. S )
. sve them any opium do they have,

m to any of them ? SRTERSS
“ an

Q.—If you do not gi ! y

physical suffering? . ., . | . P

‘ o of them have complained.

..(~’... :-;. { j!"';”' .
mah - will’ die if he does hot take

~ o W g . i

A .—DNo, as a rule not ; n0ne

Q.—You don’t think that &
opium P

A.—TI do not think so.
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4

Lxzamined by Mz, DAWSON :— \

Q.—Sometimes do yon get applicants for opium passes
coming fo you for a certificate ? '

A.—Yes,

Q.—Do you find it easy or dificult to cerlify ‘whether ho
needs opium or he is an addict ?

A.—I find it is impossiblo.
Q.—You bave not got much cxpericace in Assam ?
A.—No. !

Txamined by Serur MAHENDRA NATH GOHAIN :—
Q.—How many opium-eaters did you find in the prison?

A~Very few. I should say that daring the year not niore
thad six.

Q —Did you asccrtain what quantity they used to consume ?
A —No.
G.—You think that people can do without opium ?

A.—It is very much ensier for aman in jail who hnows
undoubtedly that Ld cannot get any opium, no matter what
quattity {hé wants, DBut a man who is frec he has to oxerciss
his will in ordér to abstaih from it.

Q —But what will be the suffering in the caseofn mm
who has been an addict when ho comes fin tho jail and gots no
opium ?

A.~Trobably his sufforing is more jmental than physical.

Examided by Serrigr BRINDABAN CHANDRA GOS-
WAMI :—

N Q.—Can you fix the mation of opium-cater by sceing
1M,

A ~No.
Q —Is it not possible?

% A—Not for mo, Ifa man simply comes to me aml
©ys he wants a certificate that he is an opium eater I am sorry
1 cannot holp him, If ho comes to me with somoe relatite who
is Lnown to mo and if the relative assures mo that he is taking
80 much opium. I havo in somo cases, given certificates on tho
trength o’l the statement but not on physical fitaess,
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MATATAR v o e ok o L
opium should be allowed o take o ium ’ v;guis o ant o
;1‘(2-,0 wi)gd.d be able to say which oj)liutr{-eater WOD?(? ge ?:dd\?z?fi%ﬁ
o I it is the medical opinion that a man will'not die and that

© can bo cured of his disease, then it is hetter ‘thiat he is not
ig}wen opium. The sooner the halit is stamped out of our country

e better. Those who ate addicted to apiuth’ cannot be-expected
to give up the habit, But they can give up the habit if they
could not get opium, I bave seen some persons who have piven
up oprum at once, They suffer for sometime.

Srrsur SABAK CHANDRA DOLOI:~I cannot say whe-
ther my opinion will be shared by the members of the Kaibarta -
community. ' ’

The Committee then adjourned to the next day.

No. 87,
1?\7 ednesday the 12th July 1933. .

The Oommiﬂe\% next examined—

\ - -
Masor J. L. DONNELLY, 1.8, Civil Surgeon, Gauhati.

vl

Examined by the\QHAIRMA‘}I 1— : o
Q.— How long bavéyyon been here, Major?. R
A ~—One year. ‘

Q.—You visit the jaﬂ‘.as Civil Surgeon ?

A.—Yes.
Q.—Are there opium-eaters in the jail ?

P
o man admitted who is alleged i

'A.—We occasionally get
be an opium-eater. ,

Q.—You don’t give opiu
A.~—No. e
Q.—If you donob give them an
physical suffering P ..;, { T
A -—-)N’o as & rule not ; none of them have eomplained. -
' ' - R TPRL 1 LRS- vi da
Q.—You' don’t think ‘that a-man SwilE die if he ddes’aob take
opium ?
A.—I do not think so.

m to any of them ? '
. &

R

y opium do they hjcn‘fe;any

H 3
¥
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Cxamined by Srravr ROHINI KUMAR COAUDHURI:—

Q—Do yo}x think that there will be any increnso in the
mortality of this district if opium was stopped ?

A.—No.

Q.—I think the same remarks would hold good to tho rest
of tho province as well ?

A.—~Do you mean mortality due directly to tho withdrawal
of opium ?

Q.~Yos.

A.—1In some cases opium is the meaus of saving life.

Q.—1 do not mean opium as a modicine ?

A.~TIdonot think that withdrawal of opium is going to
increase mortality.

Q.~—Do you think considering the climate of the provinco
opium is ngoessary for the prescrvation of health? I moan to
say is there anyting particular in the climate which necessitates
consumption of opium ?

A.—No, not tho climate itsclf. My own opinion is from
what X have beon able to find out, that o man starts it when he
get such illness ns dysontery. I think there is a lot of dysentery
in tho district and some people, I have quostioned, tell me that
thoy took opium when they had an acute attack of dysentery.
Opium certainly would stop symptoms of dysentery.

Q.—Will you preseribo opium for dysentery ?
A.—No.
. Q.—I think the use of Dover's powder is good for dysenfe-

A.~1 do not use it for dysentery.
Mr. E. 8. ROFFEY :—
Q.—Ts that powder not given to children ?
% _A~—I think it is children’s medicine and it is uswally givea
*{o them,

Q.—Ts not opium carative ?

A.—Opium is not curative. You only give it to bind up
the bowels when you find thore is excessise loss of fluid and you
tmply want to stop it. One of the dangerous effects of dysente-

. = - 1y m =Y

o la 41 - 1
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Sr1yur ROHINI KUMAR OHAUDHURI :—
Q.—Yon discourage the use of Dover’s powder ?

A.—1Tt is purely treatine.the s £ ad it .
tho disease. 4 © ymptom and if is not treating

Q.~1In case of dysentery do you not think that it is ver
much more better if the people do not use opium p  © - 0

A.—Yes. But in outlying places where there is no medical
help, 1t is difficult to imagine that anybody” not educated in
medical matters is going to use the rational form of treatment.
It scoms to me that it is the obvious sort of drug to uge for.

Q.—That is due to ignorance and for want of better. treat-
mont P

A.~I do not think that people would use the proper treats
ment even if it were there unless they were! properly instructed
about it. It is a big question. o

Q.—You mean to say that people would prefer ta take,

opium instead of taking any other proper medicine ?

A.—Yes. Opium stops the symptoms quickly and it, easps
the pain almost at once. The other treatment, which is.a more
rational treatment such as saline at first apparently increases the_
symptoms because it first clears out the bowels and' cleanses
them. -

Q.~Do you think it is a good idea after all to,take.opium
for the disease P o

~1It is rather a big question, Bubt I thinkgather than
tal'in% nothi;g to ease the syimptoms it is better and opium 132
+ ¥ 5 ) )
good thing. . '
—Daoes it ngt bring in a more serious disease than the

disease itself P N
i it i i i The addicts, ifdhey
A.—Opium habit itself is a. discase. : by, if
continue ta,{liing opium, can do a very goodygiay“,s.moﬂ;f,‘: .
—Do you think it isg.a,very good - $hing . taking - opium
instead of other medicines ?. . o Co e
A.—If they can be persuaded to tak Hboras o compatir

e is no doubt it be:betéer; ‘ o
%'iattngggfé ﬂiI: 1zlso no doubf that opium, remOves the

symptoms,
Q.—In places like Goglpgrg W

here opium is;ﬂ;)ﬁ availablg? -
. A.—They probably suffer more.

{

4 . . J l“
o the other forms.ol



309

Q.—Do you think the result is better than when they took
o opium first ?

A.~Thewresult is that in tho districts where opium is avail-
able you naturally have more opinm addiots.

Q.—Your idea is that tho more difficult yon _make it to gob
opium the easier for the addicts to gito up the habit ?

A—Yes,

Tae CHATRMAN :—

Q.—How long have you been in Government service P

A.—In Inlip six years,

Q.—Where were you before you came to Assam ?

A —Tora few months T was in, Wazaristan and before thst
n Madras.

Q.—In Baplandor.anywhero clso wero, you also practising 2’
A.~T was 1a hospital practice at Home1n England,

RAX Bapapur NILAMBAR DATTA :—

Q.—Yon said that tho mortality wonld not inereaso if you
top opium, On what basis did you say that ?

A —1I have never yet heard or read of o death due to with.
Irawal of opium. And I have not s2ent any case in the jail.

Q.—During tho last 12 months of jour incumbency in
Gauhati you mean ?

A.~That reply is not based on merely tho experienco of tho
last 12 months.

Q.—I think you said that beforo that you did not come in
contapt with opium-eaters ?

A —That docs not mean that as o medieal man I bavo
never read about if.

Q.—Is that tho hnowledge that you got from the bools ?

A.—Tt is n combination of what I loarnt and read and heand!
‘in Kamrap and what I havo read proviously. |
S Mn. ON t— *

Qtilnpec‘;xsmn that what you read In books fs based on romo.
bﬁd:'s experienco ?

A.—Presumably.

Tex CHAIRMAN :— . ."

1In liospitals havo you any experience of tho uteo of

A~Only in the form of morphia.
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Q.-~—Opium is classeq as Poison in England ?
b o
An""".l GS‘
Q.~I{ it is & good stuff in help
v . (. el i i
why should they in England bringli);nfng:?pgr?istgn gpet rome weliel
A.—Presumably it does produce addicts.

Q.~It is 2 habit forming druy ?
A~Yes,

T———————

No. 38.
Tho Committee next examined Mg.C. 8, M ULLAN, 1.05;

Deputy Commissioner, Gaubati.

Examined by the CHAIRMAN ;—

Q.—In your reply tothe first question you say * On the
other hand it has proved unsuccessful inasmuch as a large
amount of the opivm now consumed comes from i'licit sources *.
What is the basis of your statement P

A.—My basis is my own experience since the policy was
ingtituted. My experience is based on reports which are conti-
nually being submitted to me and my own inspections of opium

shops.
Q.—What do you mean by illicit sources, you mean short-
weight savings by the mahaldar or foreign smuggled opium ?

A.—1I mean both.
Q.—What do you think is the proportion of the consump-
tion of foreign opium and savings from shortweight ?

A.—It is impossible to give a reply o that question ; I do

not knovw.
Q.—Supyposing we would say that the consumption is all

supplied by the mahaldars ?
A.~I should not believe you. ]
,—Supposing you say it is three-fourths of the savings of

the mahaldar ? |
AT should accept it with very geat doubt.

Q.—You will accept it P

A.—I do not.
Q.—Is it because you do not know ?
A.—1I do not know ; but neither do you.

L
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Q.~We nre guessing and you aroalsp guessing 7

A —That is correct ; wo are both in tho dark,

Q~—Now do,you supposa that the poliny can bo ecalled
w successful if the larger amount of opium which is consumed
by people who have not got passes be from the savings of the
mahaldars? |
< A~—Yes, I would consider it to be unsuccessful.

Q.—1In what way will the policy be unsuccessful?

‘A.—Becausa I presume it is not the business of tho Govern-
ment to emich the mahaldar, you are making them rich.

Q.—We take it for granted for the sake of argument, that
the Government does not think of rovenue now, The great
problem is to try and abolish the opium habit since it is bad for
the people. Now the Government polioy is that after five years
from now no more opium will be issned from tho treasury. At
that tune thero will be no more mabaldars and no shortweight
but the oniy problem will bo smuagled opium. If that be the
cate, then why should we concider that the po'icy would Lo
unsuceessful if there be illicit supply of opium frem the sliops
by the mahaldars?

A.—My reply to that would be that vou are cutting out
all question of smuggled opiam nnd leaving it on one side My
reply is, your policy would still bo unsuccessful unless the
Government are wiling to see that the unfortunate oprum-eaters
are cheated.

Mr. E § ROITREY :—

Q —Cheated in what way ?

A —By paying more for opium than they have to,
Q.—But the malinldar ceases to oxist ?
A.—During the period of five yeurs to follow.

Tune CHAIRMAN :~ . )

Q.—It will bo granted that there will be difficulties
whatever policy you adopt and it is imposible to mako
cverything rerfect, In the long run “theso difficultizs
would disappear, Theroforo _you might ngreo with us that if
ythis pohioy bo carried on for five years more, these 'lrrrgulmhcs
*in the shiops would not affect the success of the policy ?

A.~T agree. .

Q-—Tho only problem then is the
opium ?
A~ agree.

smuggled foreizn

~
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Q—Now what do
o 3 . . R you Bu Ose ~ I8 . .
Smugzledlopmm, Is it increasing gf is ‘itaileﬁf:sriisg ?ﬂns foregn
- L1 cannot. reply to that becausé T have hesy <
the disrict admintration now for 33 sears T s e
p%r mﬁot é‘;ﬂ; :gszezy mstg?ll tccimpared with 'Sibsagat o Lackln‘m(.5
. nt moment I cannot give you & rveply a
what has happened durin g1ve you a reply 4 to
g the last few years  On actGunt of {hi
present economic depressi i e
1s at the lowest ebb.p siom probably s{mng’g}mg’, 1 thould think,
" Q.—Do you know that th e ey
buy even their quots ? e e some people ’who o tof

A.~~Yes, there are. .

Q.—Will that prove that smuggling also has decreased ?

A.—In this district I bave fnspected several shops sinte
I have been here, In somsé of the shops on 'the bordéis of the
Khasi Hills, Sonapnr for example, évéry midhi is taking his
full ration. In certain other shops some are not faking on

account of the fact that they are very poor. But I do ot think
if it would be wise to come to a conclusion as t6 the deocrease of

smuggling on that basis,
Q.—Do you know what the price of smuggled opium is?
A.—1I cannot tell you exactly. But I think in Sibsagar,
from what I can say of my experience four years ago, it is
certainly more than double the price of treasury opium.

Q.—1If the price of smuggled opium is higher than the price
of treasury opium surely a consumer that wants opium would

prefer treasury opium to smuggled opium ?

A.—Of course he does.
—Then if the consumer does not take his full ration i
chows that he does not want to because he has no money of

because he has given up the habit?
A —Exactly.
Q.—And that he does not. take any opium from illicib

sources P
A.—QGenerally that would be so.

)

Fxamined by M. DAWSON : — o
tregistéred cosurets 46

Q.—Do ‘you think there are many U
resent in Kamrup district? A
e A.—Tlie total number of pass-holders 10 this dlstnct&xsagsg
small compared with other districts. We have only 8
something like 500 I think here. .
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,  Q.--Supposing Werassume that there are apium adglicts, who
wre not registered but who gotstheir supply (from scmo souree,
tvould you be iu favour of ;oponing the regizters?, | -

! 1 A—Lhave already stated that in my statoment.

Exemined by Sraror MABENDRA NATH GOHATN :—

Q —You dre’in }Kaﬁ\mf) bily for the Inst three mobths?
Ahilfou bse yolir roplics bh ydar experitnoe in the Bibcagar
distract P e
' A—Laraely, yed.

Q.—As you said the problem is not at all atute here ?

A.~1It i3 not acate as it is in Sibsagar.

Q.~1If you want to opcn the regidters hédw long voutd y6u
ecpitopen ? 1T .

A.~T should make it a good job of it ; certainly for a year.

Q “-You think by thas tirio all would come in ?

'x\.'l—"f%'ven thr‘:n(j)gésiply ’s(ime people would hot eomd in.

Q.~—What to do with thes ? .

.A~Possibly fu another five years you may have to re-open
he registor ngain.

Q~—Wiil that not bo bad ?

A~21 do ol think éo
. Q~—~Don’t you think that people have given up, this ba.
iton the nssumption that it would not by possiblo to get passes ?

A'F'nylﬁ.m't, Qh’inl;; [ . ,

Q —Dont ?'on think Qm(‘. many people do, not take opinm
or fear thiéy will nol got passis i they should wish ? o
. A I certoinly think {hot that hasbeen tho general efftet
E the policy.

Q.~1f you open {he registers poriodically will it not have n
ad peychologieal effect ? . o

A.—A man does not get a desire for opium marcly because
b registors ned open’?

Q.~Would you not like that opinm he given up ?

AN inion i« thnt opium in mcderation' i« not bad,
Inlas yo:: g;:: ?\ﬂ{“&;,m,ﬁ: for medichl treatuient, it ix simply
fel to stap it' I Gnd many Punjabees, Sikhs, they take opl_zm:

to'a nmonth! It dous not harm them andJook st their Imild
1 excess It is bad of course just Bho muything jm cxces, RS
fnh, 1 takén peggn doy nwl it daes not harm me. Butafa
An inlulges in excess 1t 18 certninly harmful,

-
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t,

Q.—What do you think of the Excise staff ?
A.—T prefer not. to say a word, S

*

%-—-—If that be so, then who "will su};ervisé the Excise staff,
~—If I.could, get respectable - mahaldars appoint;d (

the same status ¢ 1
ame status as mauzadars with decent conneetio
. TN L y FRRRTY (ORI A M vk 1008,
2;3 ;x'xclu}'e.d.tor do away with' the Exciss officers‘and oive' tﬁh‘:&]
; tlx’pofvxsxon to the Sub-Depiity’ CtHectdt. ‘T'shétld be Thclin
o abolish the Bxcisestaff -entirelysn ~ - .0 " 77 :
Q.—That account for your ansyer to question 15 ?,

A.—I have’ not faith in the stff- T haye - had dealings v
Lo > stall- L Dave . hdd dealings wil
the Excise staff of all grades and as in every "otlier s'ervi(i,'the’rz
are black sheep here but in the Eicise departrient the - temple-
tion is so’strong{ : R
Q.—But i the Police Department is it not the same 1.

. A.—T cannot say. The Police Department i outside the put
view of* this’ Committee. One ‘thidg is general.” ‘the subord
nates gencrally are 'corrupt: But'in the Bxcise Department
bribes are larger and corruption is probably more rampant. © -
T
AjMBA{{R DUTTA i~

Examined by RAI BABADUR NIL
¢ shortweight is Very

Q.—To you think that giving 0

mon among, ‘the le sees P
A.—T should say thab it is not only common but it
L

gal. 1t has become & dastur (settled.,prac_tice)., -
Q —How do they dispose of the 'sgu:plus opiud obtaliqe'] by

sl;ortw:aight P,
~A —As far as I_know they sell it to any
it. A-man who used to consume 4 tolas a monb

tion is mow: being reduced by the enlightened policy of ijilgl

ment to 12 annas, this man-cannot get on wx?th 12 annas welg :

He purchases: ¢his ‘opium. - When I'was in North Lakhn‘npufh}

man actually’ admitbed to* me that he can geb as m}w“q 8s
¢ - P . ) 1

]jk‘eS.' 2T a7 ey T 3 |
-1:Q,—Do you mean to say that the opium C?Q'Su'?erurchas
rations-liave beér c’utf“shpple'ments“hlg, fations by 1’11;1(:,,15' :p et
1o Yhe thidhaldar snd smbggler®™” !
0 I il iboane S PRSI TIE I ~
4 Op 2Yes. el
Q.—Have you any, ileass {0 mwast
dar? = o
A —They used to pay Rs. 42 tola &S the fixed PV |

sagar.

vty v

com

{s univer

person who want
h and _WhOSB e

-

rrrr

the pricehe paye &

og in sit
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;  Q.—T am refprring tq Npgth Iinkhimpury and I think ,you
were Scttlement Officer there ? ~. \ oo

. Al preddn Tmar dn wetan bt  forget it now, 1 dp not
1ike 16 vepht - =g things &é’puﬁ"dnplgn.thg

T

,
1
i

cia litions of . . ' good”ddal. T

Q.~These unregistored opium eaters who buy this surplug

opium’ frot thé /idbalddr “pay 4 high' extra rate™83- i77 ¢
"‘QIA',:_ch_’ [0 B L L "

Q.—In that case, don’t you think thatit would bein the
interests of these People to bringithem into the” rogistor to on-
nblo them to seoure opium atthe treasury price, unaniely Ra.-
2 atola ? , ‘ ' Ty

. A;=Yes, it s most essontial. ' ;

Q.—You are quite of opinion that it would bg advicallo,
to bring these men into the 1egister {o save “them {rom poverty ?
. 125 P o . 5

A.~Yes. : !

Q.—In Kumrup do you ngreo that opium is not not at all
problom #. v~ T Tt

A.~It is a prohlem among certain of the hackward tribes,
among the, Kacharins, Rabhna,, But viewed from tlio point of
the distript as s, whole, the problem is vory small compared,
with , the biack spots in other parts of Assam.

Q.~—Do ‘you ngree that the climate of this place, the fompe-
rament of thé peopleof ' Katrap and tho experiende of this
district, would not be a safeguide for dictricts in Uppur Assam ?

A W, it would not he a safeguide ot all.  The panple
in this, district are very; diffecent, from tho, Upper Assam
Asamese. C
"' Q. —Did you enquirc if there were any rots in Nosth
Lakhimpur 'opium shops, when you werc a Settl ment Offeer
thefe ‘for want of opium 'in the shop ? y

« A—Idonot know, of any. I'scem to remember thst .l
heard ‘something about one ease of rivsing,  But I have 07 p=~
sonal kpdslegge. "0 . 7 ‘ )

Q—Can you, state any good -xesulls pf the prewst Gerzx
ment policy ¥ ) - -

- A.~The good result of the palicy it that the t5'2] S22

tion of pium hias certainty !nlch; 2 good deal andbe ,357;-'
10 Wiy were consuming opinm from illielt =T Do

taking opinm frim lizit eourees and they =72 3% ;f,:,'

tousimirg miuch lels ¢ piam han the wd 23 377or

l\;)‘ bas pure dowg enqymondy, Tre -av

they ueed (5 1ake fas Lown defnitely rfo— .

1
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) ,Q."*D()}"ou agree g ) W -
. Ou agree that s large number of /
11\1mgc\l{\for having to pay high rates to the niabaﬁleé?l? ;e have been

. A.—TL.wonld not like to' ancwen " \
know how you' can e b answer .that question. I do not
I doub it_y' | say whether any people have been rained,

Q’*-V&hat I ﬁleani thi o onn ' '
Rs. 2 a 5 this, You can get treasury opium for
Re. 105 tola and the unregistered Optum-eaters have to pay
- A.—T con<ider from . ‘ ,
reduced their rations.l my own experience these people, have-

Q.—Do you believe that the cut should go on ?

A.—T have already said that the cut should be diséontiziued.
I think we bave now got down prétty well to bed rock,

. Q.—Can you say from your personal knowledge whether
opium offences have increased of late ?

_ A.~—T believe they have. But I have not got the statistics
with ‘me pow, 4 CoE

Q.—TIs picketing in Kamrup resorted to by the' Corigress’
Ieaders of any consequence in checking the habit of opium? -

. -A.—We have got no picketing at present. And 'I,hope{
that we will have no Congress leaders any more but only leaders

of the Assamese nation, _ , ,
Srrsur MAHENDRA NATH.GOHAIN :—
Q.— What is your reason for stopping this ten per cent. cut?

., A.—My reason is that I have a considerable amount of
sympathy, I confess, for the consumey. I have a great respect
for personal liberty and if a habit is not & degrading habit and if’
it is indulged in in moderation, I do not see why the habit shonld
1ot be allowed to go on. The people who were taking oprum,
who cannot do without opium, théy will-get ' their quota, no
matter what you do. You are merely a hptle province heri
packed away in one corner but the-pioblem you have sef about
to tackle is an All-India problem. Whatever you do you cannot.
et out the smuggling of opium and the smugglmg’ trat%e “ls’all‘%'
mjf opinion, Jike every other smuggling trade.in every other p
of the world; very highly .organised. , t .
Q.—The dpium-eaters are not habituated to-the ten per ez

reduction? ., .,
A.—I consider they are not.
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e Q.—Then itlis a:foreed reduction? + . .., ¢ N

> Al=Yes, He ha hid two'cuts: One in the non-co-opera-
tion days on account of the temperance movement. * Thoy have
done very gooq work, T admit. And secondly by tlbis policy.
Examinéd ‘by 'Matsdvi ABDUR RAHIM CHAUDHU-
RY:— . o
Q.—Don't Jobr_think that by opening the' register we' shall
bo enconraging the habit ? ' ! o
. A—Tdouat think so., ot
Q.—Will not the people try and got more opium ? » b
A.—I donot think so. Notif ,the leaders of tha pecple
explain to thiem that this is only a device in order to get the
unregistered consumers into the register, . |, S
Q-—TYou said that the praventive staff ought to be abolished ?
A.~—1I don’t say they all should be abolished. But I am not
in favour 6 any nttempt to increase the staff.” If you are
going to put down smuggling you said that you have to increaso
the proventivestaff.’ My opinion is it is perfectly uscless to
increace them. . If you open the registers and yon give up the
present—may I call it also a futile~ policy I do not think smug-
gling will increase.
Q.~In that case how will you reduce the demand for opium ?

A.—That can bo reduced. The demand will be satisfied by
licit sourcos. .or?

Examined by Sntsur ROHINT KUMAR CHAUDHURI : —
- Q.—~Tad you any,opportunity of watching the working of
this policy ? . .
A~~Yes. . . s

Q—For how long ? L. .

A~T watohed it for one year in 1028-29.

Q.~—Your opinion is based on your cxperiencs of that yoar?

ricnco of six mlont]hsI t}lﬂcr that
0 ittle I kave seen

when I ttloment Officcr and fram what little I

of tlgs d‘;iﬁ;&& 1 ;J'g]‘]on- the proceedings of the Council and {te

+ you make in the Council. Only
Tho epecches, shall I s, t?:ha.ﬂd have

Ihavo not seen as muchas

»

™ A~Yos. Alsoof my expe
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Q.—May I kno TRTF LS
) o whit S ey Bt T e 1
years _very- decided ‘opini Fou mésn by-I have Dad for'
= - VELY OV m : ad for
.Government™ ?. . B (?ns,_r egarding ; the PresQnt~'polic$anoyE

Ay bpitiion 16 tuhay . o

. A 7 158 Wany Years is th e e T e e e

of . Government is not ong’ ‘yim r;if‘% b the piésent ‘policy
sdiculots. - . - o practical but also futile and
before working the policy !

A.~—Yrom the time th i i 3.

at this policy was. i
among those who were con oy was, Inir oduced I was
duced, - suled befor® ke policy ‘was inbro-
. QDo yotr think that M¢ Pattohi, whio Has bed F
o -Do . ofi. wlio has bedn for
timeja Députy Cydimissiotier has Hsit 2 T R dend or 3 long
§ as hiad better expe in thes

matters than yourself ? - - efperience In thest

-1 A.--Yes tindotibbédly.
 {~Do you kipy Mr. Mills the Deputy, Comhisio
{1 Qistrict also, the opldia piobleim: s eputy, Combissioner
o AL do nob thifk:it is so acufe asin Sibsagar.
think that My, -Mills had any very large experience
wasin the Naga Hills. ‘
Q.—Do you think it has cuccceded in preventing thé joung-
pr ganeration frond acquiring the habit ?
A= Tothink -have alteady cajd it has done good in reducing
and the younger generation is ogrtainljf

the total consumption
being .prevented from taking 10, the habit to a considerablo

extenb.
. @D yot not fhibk it i€ 4 greab
generation free from this habit
AT think it is a very greab gain,
licy ?

Q.—It is one of the outcomes of this"_p’ol
"gat I fhink it could

Q.—You hold the decided opinion from your exé;rience

1 do mot
at all, Heé

gain to have the 1ising

. A—Yes, it is_bpé of the gillizcbxhes.
ha‘vfé"bééﬁ‘ach&‘wéﬂ i obherY ways. ’

§ 0 dan” it 16 ke tHS s ey had BOOR ST
in Tégiéiﬁg";tb‘% tgtéi‘fmh’s\timpﬁoﬁ from' ‘a;llT soufees 10 the };;’g;;xf}gg
as” well’ e i Jimiting ‘tlie n""riJ’B:ér“(Of ’)"p"?xpgel‘ people sho ba
taken to' theE' drug. . That j¢ MY, Pattons yiew 7

A—I1 agfee to that.
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Q —And the erils of this policy are that it bas encouraged
the rlnubnldurs to get some money to which they are net legally
aatitled ? . °

A.—That is onie of the evils.

Q—~And corrcépondingly the poor opium-eaters had to pay
more for their ppium than they nced bave paid ?

A—TYes. «

+ Q~That has effccted their pecuniary position ? It is also
passibile that all this money which has gone to the mahaldars
might have gone to the tyovernment revenues and that it would
have directly honofitted the tax-payer ?

i A Y& cxactly so. But there is one greater ovil.  That is
this policy has dircotly encouraged tho people ta look upon the
opium laws ns laws which could be brohen with impuanity.

Q.—Da you mean to say that since the introduction of this
palicy the lossces have becomo more dishonest than they were
bofore ¢

A~—TYes. Thatis cne point, But tho main point is that
the ordinary ypeople, the ordinary cultivator and the ordinary
raiyal, ho has no seruple whatsoever in delying the Jaw whioh has
bosn laid down by the Legislative Council regarding the opinm
fquestion. A policy of this nature, justliko prohibition in any
place, encournges the ordinary citizen to disregard law., And the
result §sthat ho is disobedient, .

Q.—TWhat has the palicy got to do with it ?

A —Becanse this palicy has been imposed on ono scetion of
the community by annther and this section did not believo it was
n bad habit and they now say that thoy do not care for the law.

Q.—TDo youmean fo say that tho opinm-caters of this provinco
have revolted against this policy and take the consequence ?

A.—1 should nobsay so much. But the general ides would
ha :let Government do what they like, we are going toget opinm.
The same thing probably is the cace in Ameriea whero thosa wlhin
wwould not leavo off drivking say : Iell with them I am going to
drink. .

Q.—That is tho pereentage of opiumecaters {n {he eatim
population ? .

A —T coull not tell vou. L



322

Mr. DAWBON :~1t is less than one per cent, -

Mr. C. 8. MULLAN : Asfarasla ;
U B, : m concerned, I w
not take it that way. You should &g consider only Kam?*lx;l;
Darrang, Sibsagar and Lakbimpur. That is the area over whicl
you want tosce the percentage. The rest of the province is nef
worth bothering about, ’ B

Q.—Don’t you think that within all legiclation there would
be at least two per cent. who would not agree to it.

A—1 myself am not an opium-cater. Yet T disagree with
{he policy and you will not include me in the two per cent.

Q.—May I know how you can explain this fact : that the
opium-eaters come forward and tell us that they are taking
opium {rom such and such source ; how do they dave say all
that instead of trying to conceal these facts ?

A.—T generally find that opium-eaters are boasters, I' met
a very interesting oJd Kachari lady. She took pride in telling mo
she was taking opinm before the railways came in, before the
carthquake and so forth. I was inclined to think she was.a Very

valuable person.
Q.—They don’t mind tolling you tha
A —They don’t mind. They do disregard it.,
Q.— But do, they tell you the sources from which and the
peysons {rom whom they get opiuld ?
A.—They have nover told me.
Q.—They have told the committee ?
never yob been told from wher

4 they disregard the law?

e they get their

A.—TIhave
opium. T
Q.—-Did you enquire where they got their oprumn rom

A.—1 have: never even sech them.

Q.—Did you ask your Bxcise Superintcndent ab

A,.'-"':K'O; . .
Qi—-What willt be- your attitude-if

the names~oﬁ the lessees &

—M attitude weuld be
the b%st thizg to.do is o do nothing.

Q —That is the general attitude you
A.—Yes.

out it ?‘

we can plage. pefore you

it ié jmpossible fo prove it and

ﬁave been taking P
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. Q~—That would Do the wnttitade of most of the_district
officers ?

A—ost district officers who have hod their lrearts broken
by this policy would adopt the same policy. .

Q.~Is this attitude not latgely responsible Lok the vils?

AT entirely deny hat. When this polity was intro-
duced flrst wo had strict instructions from the Excise Commis-
sioner that it is very important that every siolation of lnw must
bo prosccuted, that licenses should be cancelled and another
honecst mahaldar should bo putin. I cancelledl 20 licenbts at
least at various times and forfeited the scourity deposit, What
isthe result? Tho same thing repeats itself.” It is absolutely
seless.

Q.—You do not do it ¥

A.—~At present I do it nnder more great pressure.  As long
43 a man is rensonable I et him remain,

Sr1yur BRINDABAN CHANDRA GOSTWAMI t—

Q.—TWhat is meant by reasonable ?

A—S8hortweizht of 14 anmas for 16 nnuas, A really
dishonest man is ono who gives 10 annas, If I had suflicient
ovidenco against him, I should not give him tho shop.

Tns CHAIRMAYN :—

Q.~—Isit not o fact that o man who believes in o thing con
do much more than one who does not believo in it

A.—~Cerlainly,

Q.—Therefore, Goverpment hias hnd to do with officers wha
thomselves believed that this pelicy would be unsueeessful ?

A.~—Certainly, yes.

Srrsur RONINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI
* Q3 —Do you think that the exciso stafl under you also share
tho same view and bave the samo mentality ¥

A.—1 do not know what the mentality of the exciro siafl fr.

Q.~X mean in this matter of detecting the makaldars ?

A.~Tda not hnow whnt their mentality is. Tt §s o thlog
which is véry dificult to nseertaln, Lite mysell they getan
order and they carry it out.  What thy real phitorsphy s I did
not venture Lo enquire. -
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Q.—Accordin )
the registers P g to you the other alfernative is to throw open

A.~T think that will be '

i o 'ill be in accordance with the ppipai
3:}11(3) (lllon n by the experis in. the League of N ;L]ilontshe(} pmn'?}ﬁles
ave seen the whole world ang conditions in every tégl“n;;s:;fm

Q.—Did the League of Nations visit India? .

A.—They may have not visi i T
gniding the questi g; o sa;:ted India. But {he prm?zplog

Q.—So you would have the registers re opened ?

A.—Cerlainly. ‘

Q.—So that those who have mone i ‘
. : 08 1 y to buy opium may h
it for his pleasure just as you have a peg of xss"hislljiey? ) v

.. A—You lLave misunderstood me. I have spoken to you
very candidly, I told you thata tola a month for man is harm-
Ies§. Bul six or seven -tolas is definitely bad. Thatis why:I
believe in registration so that individual rations can be timited.

Q.—Do you helieve in registration of the persons who hase
the liquor habit ? ‘
. A—TIf it was prevalent in excess in any particolar country,
1 should be almost inclined to say I would believe init. In my
heart of hearts T believe that wultimately it is public opiniod
which ean stop or put down a widespread habit of this nature.
Registration I think is useful {or that purpose and I would rgree
to it. But I believe that uliimately the authority that should
decide it is public opinion. '
Q.—Don’t you think thab
in this province is in favouro
A.~—T think among the educated classes it would be so. But

they are very small. ‘
Q.—Only among the educated classes?

~ A.—Most of the Assamese that 1 know, are—what shall
pall them—éxtremely tolerant people. ) -
that the majority of the people in
ng this policy ? - o
-di1 not take a census of thel

a large majority of public opinion
£ total prohibition of this habit?

I

. Q.—Do you mefm to say
Assam is-in favour of continal
A,__T cannot say that.” I
opinions.- - . 7 R
o Q.—Doan’t yoa think that a large

the abolition of Ehiq habit? ", ..
A.—1I d¢ not know.

majority are in favour o

-
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& e opre t T ) .
Q.—1Ii that is the ease, would you rathef ;‘WG?Y ~ﬂ‘n‘a,'cqu§1q
nuance of the policy in the interest of the few c

j ton imposing ite will on anofher

A~T object &0 one section imposing b WAL the
when public o?x‘m‘mn is 5till not organised to mdugg r?h?tho;tr!}%r
scetion to give up tho habit, : .

Q~—What is the pereentage of literaty in .tbfs*}xrévim;e
asongst the people of the Assam Valley ? ‘

A—Speaking off hond, T can tell you the pereentage-is nob
Tery high.p Tt lmg 1o be warked in different ways. People imﬂler
& years bave to be loft ont, altogether. Probably without consuli-
inmy fignres I cannot tell you accurately. Bus I think, the
pereentage of both moles and females may be about 10 per ceu}:

Q.—What would be the income ? 5 .y
A~That is rather o dificult question. It is!no good
piving a gaess  This has beon worked out before with varying

results, I should probably think that Rs. B may be the dverage

for the whole population. But this is a rough guess and'1 may
bo entircly wrong. . =

) Q—It would not be more than Rs. 8 ?
A.—£ think not. ! :

Q.—And with this income you think it is good to Bave's tola
of opium ?

1 o7

o1 .

R -0

A~Ii a follow is fecliny ccedy, having a hendache ard
off colour, and if he thinks that by faking tlus he will feel
well, T do not see any objection to his taking it. . :

. Q~—Then let him take it on medical grounis:~ i}ut why
give him a Yicense ?

A.~T givo Nim » Jicencs hecause it would be bad for him
to tako mare. By n license you Yimit hini to” o rémsosble
quantity, ! o

< Q~Tow do you limit it 7 B

A~ Timit his ration 1o ono tala. ’

Q~If hothen gocs to the smugpler ¥ .
A~Iwould limit it by sbalishing the preeent ranhisldngy,

Q~Wyich will yoa have int 7 Will seulnre the mahs
dars 10 firct or will yeu dimie the rtisy ﬂmy? e the vt
Asln me apinim the £t ting 40 1t Arings i (hde ¢ sery!
i orin - £t thing A thit g porinies
)\cr; Xgl(é:.mhi B e by raallur enen whigh {44 7

"
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Q.~Before resorting to s .
something ahout the mahgld:r st;lslf?exdpmmn system you must

A.—You have got to -deci
‘ 347 cide n ,
r%duge O‘S not, that s the business of :ﬁge%]finﬁgﬁéha‘g
you decide that, you can take up the question of the mah.aldarﬂ

/ﬁrsf, I(5,2‘-—--130 you believe in fixing the ration of the . opium-eat;

Hmit.A‘“I believe the ration should be fixed within a reqsqx;ai

Q.—~Who is to fix the reasonable Lmit ?

A~—It is a difficult point. Personally I ‘

: . y I should say that
should be fixed more or less by a sort of a general oonsgusus ‘
public opiniou as fo what a reasonable amountis. I shou
myself think that one tola is a reasonable limit.

Q.--That is ths maximum limit

A.—Not necessarily. 1he present rations have been fixe
more or less arbitrarily, I think they were fixed on informatin
from the gaonburas and the mahaldars and I consider thati
was unjust. If a man said that he wanted five tolas it wa

. fixed at that. Another man said he wanted two tolas andi
was fixed at that.

Q.—What was the principle adopted ?

A.—The principle is what the gaonbura said and then he
‘consumer at that time mentioned kis réquirement }mdgr the
honest impression that there would be no such “ dirby * thing &

- reduction.

. Q.—If the man comes forward and says that it is ok
"enough, that he-is taking from the smuggler, would you increas

his ration ? -
able

A.—T should be inclined to increase it within reason ™

este and pive him his definite requirements. Of .course
iltg:xsnaén(t gf the consumer would have'to be chetked and eyxdeg:g
taken. My own idea is that each man should be given W

is reasotiable nesessary to him. - . —

- Q{.—;R tas been fixed before, Now they coms and 8y
they are taking more ?

’ A.—But then you have bee

* and you have reduced 50 per cen
were originally all right.

m thess five yoars

n culting the b xitions

$, of tligir ratidtis,
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Q —Tl erefore, you sby, there should be nocut ? ‘
A—~I sawa case the other day. ‘The man had originglly

o tolas and now he has ouly 12 ammes 1 should be imclined
(o see that bo gels one tola

Mr DAWSON :~—

Q —TIn other words you want s to follow the principle in
Burma, that 180 give a reasomable quantity 13

A~1 do not hnow what is the principle in Burma. But
hat is good.

Q~1t isalao the Geneva Commission principle ?

A~1 amglad to hear that; they ore obviously sensible
neg,

Srwur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURL —

Q.~Yor know that in Europe in ony cointry thereis a
largo percentage of educated peopls and they have a large in-
como. Would you advise there that optum should ber rewoved

from the list of posonous drugs snd let them take as much
ns they want?

A~In my counfry thers is no opinm habit. )
Q—TIn. your country all. steps are fnken ta stop oplum,

Liven doctors do nat give opium injection, not even worplun
injechon ? )

A—Qn tha otfor hond, in my country it you feet Ul you
have only to go round tho cormer to a. very well equipped
hospital, * In this country there is po snch zalief, only you have
your vost jungles. Opinm is o pain reliever and all humane
men mnst sympathiso with o man that sultersfvow paim, The
ounly thing the poor man hore Mas, is his muserable hut; the
frapenetrable junple amd s pain in ki

s belly.
Tho CHATRMAN t— ,

Q —Da you know of peopla who have be inm "
mers hub have naw given,up the babit o opiam - consus

. A~T donot know peromally: T s heard of them,
Q.—You believe they cangive it up ?

AT belicve that is possible. !
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Q.—1If thcy are préc;qed bv financ . . L
other force fr tide 8 y. nancial difficulty and by ‘some
habit ? rom outside, they may be compelled to give up the

A.—Tt may be possible. But i
. . s t‘h b .
bo so difficult as to be almo-f imPOSlsrilb[e_e case of an aldict it may

e g;__v_\g,e have 111M tl})}ffore us evidence ziven that some addiets
" i i ear
have given it up? years, since

_A.—T think it is poss.ible.

Q.—-—-Yeste.rday wo had a certain number of them from
Bethna who said that they have given b up on accouat of econo-
nic depression and they would not have it even if opium would be
given them free. The mauzadar of Bethna has given us a list of
25 names who have given up the habit and have not taken fo it
goain and he says  that there ave more like that. Don't you
think it is better for them?

~A.—T do notb think so. They will probably go back toit
again. They may sy that they would not take to it but they
would do so in a few years ; I do not know.
Q.—If they continued like that would it not be

them ?
A.—If a man wants opium Or wants whiskey, tobaccor

cocaine or any other drng and is prepared to Pay, no mzxttei
what your legishiticn is, he will get it. Nothing that the locd
. that the Government of India

Government would do and nothing th e
scould do will prevent him from getting the drug Look ab

experience of America ? ' .
Q.—That is a matter of opinion. And the question of 8160
hol in America is different from opium 1D India

A.—DBut the principle i the same. '
—There is a large section of people in England zmdd 1;1
America thab think that alcohol {s not bad. There are also t?ﬁs
tors that say that alcohol i nob bad. Bub oprum .hggg 13f e
country in Assam is c'onsidpred to be bad, Public opitt .
educated people is against 1t and we have foun
of the opium-eaters is also changing.
o Juxury which could be

v

Letter for

taken without any harn”

thought it was - akOn ¥ anzed and they
to themselves. But now -their men}t)al&t{mégt 3: g

11y have come to feel that it is 2 bat e
= );:—Most of the opium-eatérs whom I met and whom I aske

if they would give it up tell me No-
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Q—~Agiinin other countries the lignor interests ace very
ttrong and they ean afford to make propaganda for their trade.
Xere in Assam the position is different. 'The opiam-catersare poor
and illitorate. Therefore it is the duty of the better scetion to
sco that these poor people do not fall into this vico?
 A.—~There is some confusion of tho issue, In England the
liquor interests are owzed by the people whereas in India the
opium inferest is entirely in the hands of the Government.

Q.~But Government is not using the opinm trade as n means
of or a propaganda for getting monoy, Government want to adopt
this policy, wants thaf this habit ‘should be finally nbolished.
The-cforo, it scoms that the problom of lcohol in other countries
Zx different from the problem of opium in Indin, particularly

sam.

A.~In England, as you pointed ont correctly, the Jiquor inte~
esls aro very strong. [t is their business to push the sales; they
noke propaganda for that purpose and to make people drink more
eer and more whisky. But inthis country on the other hand
ho opium interests are with the Government thomselves whoare
0t conducting any propaganda.

Q.—~But tho propaginda they ean do ista say, as they aro
aying, that opium is bad and it is better for tho people to give it
1p. 8o it is n different thing altogether ?

A —1 think if you compare them, the comparison will be in
avour of the opium-eater,

Snrisur ROUMINI KUMAR CHAUDOURT .—

Q.—Mr. Tation says: © Reopening the registers woull result
n a fluod of applications, many of which would te from non-con-
umers, who have now learnt that an opium pss isa cumaercial
roposition and money is to be mado out of its possession”. Do
-ou agreo with that ? .

‘ A~Yes, there would be o very Iarge uumber of applica-
ons,

Q.~TFrom many non-consumers ¥

A~Trobably {rom o cortain number of them. They will
1vo to be weeded out,

Q.—~Supposing the policy continues, then it stands 1o rewson
Liad registers should not be opencd onco more ?

A.=-T think, if you are going to continue the policy, the roon.
't you bring it to its natunt eonclusion the bolter, The soonce
o1 close dawn nnd give . o the smanrshoe e belter,
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It

co

Q.~Then you wi; 5
3 | id haveonly the smuggler to fackic®
A.—You can try. ‘But ¥ou cannot stop him

U § ) 2 ~let s » "
b v SLands 1o reason that we should isue no Zew-pass-
f%-—;ﬁ.xcept possibly to people who come from provinces that
are Tollowing a more rational policy in this matter,
Q.—~You mean except in the case of immigrants 7
A —Yes.
£ : £

Q.—Iif tPey do not get any opium then they will leayt
the provinee?

A.—T assure you they will get opium ali right.

Q.—Why do you issue gun licences and why restrict (ke
free possession by everrbody ?

A.—T issue gun licences in order that those people whoare
worthy members of scciety should have them and these whoor
dacoits and bodmashes should not. That is to say, to prowe: ike
Letter elements fiom the worst. )

Q.—1s that your idea of keeping a limit of issue ?

A.—There is no limit,
Q.—Have yeu not refused a certnin pleader in cnejeir
and given him the license next year ?

A.~TIn one year I may have had reasons to cons'der ibat
a ceriain pleader was a menace to society and, therelore, I may
have refused him. As soon as the menace is cver in the et
year ‘I may hLave granted him the license. A gun is 10:2

habit.

Q.—Is it a necessity ?

A.—You cannot compare a gun with a drug. In the;\{zs.f
hills when I was a Subdivisional Qfficer at Golaghat, iour &

- .
five vears ago, we got. information that there were at}f;i}:g
gungnnlicer{eed. I got pérmission from Goremmentmuxngg
~vord round saying that “if you p‘roduce517(;’53‘3}113;2 ;\;:nl kctt
“he punished and you -would get-licences™. Itis v

confrol.

Q.—You say th
there were some pecple
granted them licences in or

A —~That is the idea.

pov that

at in the Mikir hills you came to know ths
and yei

je who had guns without licences
der to have control ?
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. Q--Some might think that it s necessary to isyae Jicemess
;.1:0 ‘tgho caso of opium also so. that to bring theni under caze

7.
4 —"-YgsJ{iHat is'what it comps to.
- i

—If you do not issue gun liconse to a maan yoz Liv~z~
control whether ho has one gun or more. But 1f yezivs
heenses tHon “ybu’ kngw that he has ot o gun snd you ¥z
olso whero ho'has it. Tho argument of the gun lioerds avmly~
to opjum also ?

A —~Ton certain oxtont.
Tr

No 89,
Tho Committee next examined ~
Mavivi ZATIRUL HUQ, Sudbivisional Officor, Bare

peta,
Cxamined by Mz, I. 8, ROLTEY :—

Q.~—In your statoment you <aid something aboit restoring
he cut.  Supposing you were the oficer wh) 15 to Jndge on the
restoration of the cut what 1 the maximum yau weuld allow ®

A ~—1would grant nceording {o the circumstsnees of the

nsa-holder,
Q.—1uke the worst case that yo1 like®

A—~Threry guse hing to be deerded individunily. ¥ would ash

him
Q ~—Supposing be says hie wants § {olns®

Ay ‘)oint is if ho wants B iolas and he has got only 3,
[ would give him what 18 necesiary,

Q. —Will you give lam the 5 tolas*®

A~—~Yos il T nm satisfied I would be praparel to gice him
wny quantity bie requires according os I consider neccseary,

Q.—Talking of the registers your iden I amagire is fo mabe
the quetas permanent 7

A~WWhen you give a new pass jt mord 1o permsnent,

Q —You Luow that pertons over 50 ate nad riyidere1€

S —=Yrs,

. AT

Q.—lhea you were talkirg, , of therounder tlo
ageof 50%

Ae=-Yes,
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X Q. —When the 7o isters a; ned and’ .
1ssued that quota shoulc% never Ifz rggﬁﬁgg ?and aew Dasses are

A.—TIt may be reduced - b iodi inati
‘ ~by periodical examination,
smc} that permanent passes should he given, not temp;?‘:r E?ctel
which are to be renewed every year. ' SR

Q.~—Are you in favour of reducine T -
cing the quota or makir
passes permanent P = 1 making

A.—The passes should be permanent but the quota iv
would pe dealf with like those mentioned in the otherqpassefl i

Examined by Srrsvr BRINDABAN CHANDRA GOS.
WAMI :—

Q—What are the circumstances which you will consider
for fixing the rations of an opium-eater ? )

A.—We will have to take his opinion, consider bis health
and other evidence,

Q.—Wha$ will you do with new men?

A.—The Civil Surgeon should be consulted,

Q.—The Civil Surgeon says that it isnot possible for him
to fix the quota ? .

A.—TIn most cases we will have o decide by the statement
of the Zania and the witnesses he produces.

Q.—Are you in favowr of issuing any passes to persons

below the age of 50 P
A.~—TI have said 25 in my statement.

Q.—You are prepared to give passes to those over 257
A.—Provided they are addicts and they are geflings®
illicit supply ? ' g
—What is the criterion by which you will determit

that he is an addiet ? ’
A—THe will submit his application and then We W
enquire. . o
— 11 vou come to a decision ? )
b s, the fact should

T¢ it is decided to open the. register A et
be Wi%élylcfi;gtilated. These people will come forwlzind ;‘i’i&ce ’
applications and witnesses. We will have to takee

is an addict.
v ng:—s—%?; man takes opium for & years?

A.—Yes he should be given.
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Q~1t hetohes for 4 years, oven gyears? "7,
T 5 i
A ~TYes .
{ that you have
—About these 50 unregistered consumers
zzzczztgne(ii xb: l;nmr statement! are you satisfied that they are real
consumers ? . ; o .
A —Yes

Q—Are fhere 'some amongsh them ’\:jz}m fmk'g)opijumf for‘
teafficking ? i Cos

A ~aSo far a3 my inform}&ion goes trey *{va.nt it, foi them-
relves .

Q ~Aro you 1ot nware of the fact that in the list of tl{e
registered consumers also there are persons who do mnot really
consumo their quota but sell to others ?

1
A —There are tome people who get ther supply from. the
registered consumers. ‘

Q.~—That is why you wanb to revise the list ?

A—~Yes, . voE

Tromined by Rar Bananor NILAVBAR DATTA -—

Q.—Do you think that the increase of opium from illicit
sources is on the increase ¥

A.—My recent experience in my subdivision is that it is not
on the inerease

Q —On what basis do you say that the Government policy
his not proved o failure ?

A.—Because it has reduced opium consumption and prevent-
od the younger gencration from becoming opinm addicts.
—AmIto understand from your evidence that yon are
not 10 fasour of continuing the pohioy of ten per cent. cut for the
next § years?
A1 am in favour of it wit!

A : b ceriain restrictions that X have
E\]t;n*;\:;i\:g; ‘ngaﬂhng tho opening of the registers and revising

Q —1I think you are of opinion that the rati f opi
caters whose rations havo bee ing the lout fes
Feam e e bions havo b n cut down during the last five

rovided th
present quota is not “‘1°‘1“atcpfo); ihem% oy can prove that the
A~Yay,

Q -—'ilhia should be done with the help of & committes p
A—~Not cxactiy n committes; but by local erquiry,
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Examined by Maymavi "‘ABDUR RAH‘IM“"GHIAIIHHUR?

Q.—Do you realiso that th i : :
encourage pooplo fo tage 1 theeh%%eixéugg of the registers would

A-""N J ] =
psse 0. Only those people who are addicts will be: gianfed

Q,.-—ZVould it not encourage the people ?
A ~Fome peaple will come with bogus applications hut

-

they will not be granted. 7 Mh
. . N {VG Sy .
into and decid cd.g ry case will'have £o be. enqpired

Q.—Will there bo no inorease in the number of appli
Y ] er of applica.
tions for passes if you go on opening in the register ? Pl
A.—~There may bo some inerease.
Examined by Srijnt ROBINI KUMAR CHAUDHURIE i~

Q.—You say yon have 80 unregistered consumera. Would
you register all of them or would you diseriminate bebween

them ? '
A.—Dvery case will be enquired into. My information is
that {here are roughly §0. I will examine each case and it may
that some may have to be rejected,

Q.—1If you knew that somie persons had-applied befors and’
their applications had been previously rejeeted after enquiry
woutld you take thém in now ? -

A —If they want and satisfy me that they ave taking illict
supply, it 1§ better' they should get theit licit supply.

Q.—You will make individual enquiry ?

A —Yes, ) '

—How do you make that enquiry # Do you think that

airy one will admif who gives him illict'supply’? )
" A—Soma of them wWill admit if 'they have a chance of geiting
.
¥ Q.—Sixpposing you rejected a diad this year and heé- comes
d

; ar’? . - . )¢ ’
neth’i—ft i ‘vety difficulf to givea genetal view. Eaclr shou
pe considerdd sepavately. o

Q.—You want a certain prineiple ®
géi—wiﬂ’liavé to sed his appedrancs, his healfll and’ th
oii find-that’ these’ pérsons formerly

epquire ot
bed passes; would yoii make’a 10t

Q.—1It after enquiry y
appeared and T;ere nob gran

iry again ) L
Gnqu)x{--fff 7 thitnk 1 eodksary, T would,
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Q.~Would you open the registers now as arlast chaace or
would you repeat it ? .
. A~—Theregisters should be opened pow -and closed for some
years.

Q.—In your.view, this cut policy should continue?

A.—T agree, with the modifications that-1 have siggested.

Q.~Do you hunow that in 1029 it was:said that-the registers
were opened for the last time ?

A.—1 do not ‘know.

Q.—But the ro.isters wero opened twice beforo ?

*A.—~1I havefollowed this question only for the last “two or
‘three years, DBeéforo that I was in Goalparnand 1 do not “hnow
what happened.

Q.—Arc opium-eaters generally  rclinbletin + thetstatements
they mako ?

A —1t is generally supposed that they are not  But in somo
eases I have also found reliable opium-caters. In the courts
plealers generally say that the dantas are unreliable persons,

Q —Most of tho persons who require their rations are
generally over 50 ?

A.—lor those who nre over 50'there shonld'beno eut. Yor
those between 60 and £5 if they hmvo had a cut below their
requirements then the ration should Lo increased.

Q —1n orler to decide that, you depend on  the staiement
of {the opiun-cater P

A.—And other sources of enquiry,

+ Q.—~What sort of enquiry ?

A.—I may ash the mrhaldar what quantity hegetsrnl
Moy 2lso ack thoe villager ; that Is T would smeke Joral tuyuirie,
Q.—1f you ask the malaldar he would say that be js taking
> a greater quantity Leeause be is interested in selling ¢hostweight?
‘A.—A person may be n mahaldar now but not next time.
Q.—You don't think the muhaldars are disintereslol ?
A.—To-day there will Lo one man and to-morrow another man
will bo there,
Q.—Do vou think that they would give up tho binbit if they
~ do not get their supply 7
A.~—Some may be cempelied.

Q —1f after enquiry you find that there -+ me
unregistered cansumers who ars able to give o
give paves to them 7

A~ IC there is such a case, I would » the
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Q.—Why do you want to bri
. ) o0 br : .
i4 beoause you wanb to control éllll(lail ’ghem into the register? Ts.

A.—To stop illicit ]

ling. p illicit supply from mahaldars and to sfop smug-
Q.—We shall proceed one by o '

the supply he is having from the m}z;.halxll?i.arf ;rst ou want o stop

A.—1I want him to get licit supply.
Q.—1Is it your intention that he should pay the price to the

.

treasury opium in which case it goes to the Government ?

A.—T want everyone to get licit supply. T do not want the
mahaldar to save two annas worth and give it to an unregistered
consumer. I want to coatrol it.

Q.—You grant gun licenses ?

A.—1 do not.

Q.—You recommend their issue ?

A.—1I recommend some cases.

Q.—What is the :dea of issuing a gun license ?

A.—1I do not issuc gun licenses.

ommtamnmnar—t

No. 40.
(4fier Lunch.)

Next the Commitiee examined SRIIUT MOIBNDRA
PR.ASAD DUTT, Officiating, Exoise Superintendent, Darrang

and Nowgong.
Examined by the CHAIRMAN :(—

' Q.—You say that this policy is a failure inasmuch as i
has driven the consumer from Jicit to illicit sources. hat do

you mean by illicit sources

A —The consumers have now two cuts, one the cut by 'Sjg
olicy and the other the cut thab the mahaldar ma(k}es. a
mahaldars get their savings by selling shortweight. Gener ly

' 1 opium- w of the regs:.
iheegog;g:is&zl;l G;S 5 smugele Generally all smuggled
er

et smuggled opinm-

i i ‘ ! - -holdersl
Pl m avﬂt fOL the non PaSS
nd you to Savy that thOSQ [)EOPIG “ho

—Do We understa u ) hose,
have gob passes do not resort 0 licit smuggled opium
A.—Only toa very 1ittle extents
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Q.—And smuggled opinm is supplied mostiy to the non-pass-
- holders ? ' :

A.—~Yes. -
Q.—What is the basis of your information ? Ts it all guess ?

L4

'

. A.—Not gness. The figures of non-pass-holders arg alrcady
given by the Deputy Ccinmissioners at Nowgong and Darrang.
Thero are 2,500 pass-holders in the Nowgong distiict and about
1,000 in the Darrang distiict.

Q.—Supposing that is true how could you kuow that theso
non-pass-holders do not buy opium from the mahaldars? .

A.—~They do to some extont.
Q.—~How do you ascertain that the registero 1l consumers who

do not have enough rations buy their rations to a less oxtent from
smuggled opium ¥

A.~T koow it from my oxperience and I get reports.
- 8.—-4\11 theso reports are hearsay reports P Can you be sure
of i
. A-—These surplus savings arc gonerally supplied to the
registerod consumers, and the non-registered consumers tako
them to o small extent,
Q.—Why do you say that?
A.—From my expericnce.
Examined by Snrsur BRINDABAN CHAVDMA GOSWA-
M

Q.—Do you mean to sy that the surplus opiwm is distribut-
ed by the mahaldars to  the registered consumers und the regis-
 tered consumers supply it to tho unregistered consumers ¥

A—~Yes,

Q.—Supposing T say that the pass-holders “lm. have their
rations cut get them supplemented from the savings of the
mahaldar to the extent of three-fourths ?

A —TI cannot pivo an exact ilea. Toa less extent, thatis
all I ean say.

= Q.~Thntis only o guess ?

A~Itisonly a guess ; I cannot give an oxnct idea.

.+ Q~You lme wid that this pilicy {s a pafird succrex
sespecially in vespret of the Younz peaple Yo mean that they
“nve been pravente] from taking #-20 1 7Y

A.—'-Y‘“‘-
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Q.—Do you know of any '

young.man that hasb
to take to the -habit but HLas béen prevetted fromefi?nﬁc?f}i
account of the stringent measures of the policy ?

A.—1T have not heard of any.
Q,. —THave you any report of new men ta,kmo ity -

~—~I have no report. Formerly they use to take bt due
to the mtmductmn of this policy they do not.

Mz. DAWSON :—

Q.—How long have you been Superintendént i Tegptk and
. Nowgong ?

A.—Two months,

Q.—Before that where were you ?

A —In the Special Branch.

Q.—How long ?

A.—8ince 1927.

Q.—What time in the Special Branch ?
A,—Tor six years. L
Q.—Your experience of district operationsis very slight?
A.—Yes.

The CHAIRMAN :— ‘
Q.—You were Tnspector before ?

A.—7Yes, in the Speclm Bxanch o
Q —You say the cut pohcy can ‘e continued ?

A.—T think this should be discontinued for ‘bﬂéﬂiéﬁf‘?m

Q.—After five years ? X
A.—This can be contmued ifitis re’qmrea.
Q. —Why do you say {hat ?

—Tor the sake of experiment. B \
o ¢ and continue 85 yot do‘ ﬁﬂﬁ_i

Q —Supposing you experimen s
A.—T am not in & position t0 say nOW what resd
get' ol oﬁtimie
—Are you ina posmon to sagf ﬂé ?v Iifb ¥y e - mount o

t five years thel

e districh

poliey for the meX g e T

smuggled opium coml

' inCl‘OBSCg
A.—TI think in m¥ opinion smuggling will
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Q.~Do you think that smuggling has inoveased or deereased
uring the last five years ? .

A~—It haginorcased.  Of cousso at the present moment I
s dull.

Q.—On necount of the economic depression ?
4~Fes

81707 BRINDABAN CHANDRA GOSWAMI :—
Q~Or is it due to the activity of the staff ?

A~Duo to the provention of smuggling and dullness of
rade. :

Tre QUATRMAN —

Q.—1If theso smugglers are punished heavily and fhe staf
\eo js viehlant don't you think that the smugglerswonld be
niraid to come to Assam ?

A.—Thay may take diferent routes They do it very clever-
Iy and scientifically.

Q.—0Oan you give us any idea ?

A.—There are different modes of smuggling. Some opitm
comes by railway pateels, some by postal porcels, some by stea-
aers and some by train and by land route and also by foob tracks
in tho hills and by river.

Q.—~We havo heard of all that.

A~Thero aro cases where opium was hidd
parcels in rail, T have detected a case Yike that.

Q-~Do you suspect that there are men in the provinee
who aro supposed to be smugglers ? N

A.—There are persons who are conn
remain outside.

en'in vegetable

T ected with others that
Tho main persons remain aloof, toe

Q.—Tinve you certai N
X Yes, ¥i Tialn names 1 your confidential t(iports?

ﬂg““?.;—-}(uw the idea of forcign smuggled opium is simply your

A—~No. 1tisfrom facts and figures,

Q.—Your facts an

d fig
of smuggled opium ha gures do not shon

s come in last ypar p
A e Nahale mae se®s

that a large number
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Q.~—It may be more orless p . . . S .

1)

A—As far as ing i :
— A fzu A8 we have Seen smugeling is on the increase,
1L We cannot give an accurate idea. -

Q.—Supposing it is only as large as it used to be and  that
because there isa staft, it i being detected ?

A~—~We cannot say that smuggling dees not exist. Only
the other day 9 seers were detected by the Special Branch, All
Cascs may not have hecn detected. But smuggling exists.

Q.—To what extent ?

A.—The facts and figures are hefore you and I have given

a &

reasons in my written roply how it is going on.

Mr. DAWSON :—

Q.—1In defecting smuggling cases do rou rely a great deal
on chance P By accident vou may get some information is that
not the case ?

A- - YGS-
Q.—Is it not owing largely to a chance and luck that you
are able {o detect a case ?

A —Yes. ‘
Q.—Do you often find that it takes 2 long timeto work ap

smuggling cases ?
A.—TIt takes a long time.

Q.—Can you give me some idea ? :
i i k a00
A —TIt takes three to six mounths’ time to work up &3 '

case, gOt o ok up

informati ou have :
—You get your information, ¥  slill ?

the case and you have to use a considerable degree

A.—Yes. . »
Q.—You bave been asked to give an estimate of the am
of opium smuggled but not detected ?

A.—That isdificult to give. I—p—
Q.—You look af psge paragl:zll;lp I;ﬁnd’somc of the various

about opium in Assam . ?701,1_ ‘zﬂlinw i ©
methods used by smugglers fo1 bricging

A.—Yes.

—
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i arched and
Q.—Take the case of a suib case \Ivth::hp r:gil :91{1(; o ere
el 4 to contain oplum. P o SR
21‘1‘113\:;:28%{:;211 that year which might have contained op!

PP . ‘
~Youd - A yoan ¥

not examine all the _ ¢ L : Ca 3
Mp. L. S. ROFFEY :—Nor all the sarees!
Snuror MAHENDRA NATH GOHAIN :(— -
Q.—You deteoted the Marwari cise at Jorhat ? .
A—Yes.
Q.—Can you tell us what time it took you to do that ?
A.—Three to six months. :

It

o
Q.~You gather your information from those who break off
from thoe smugglers? '

A~y information is quite independent of the smugglers
or the mahaldars, .
Q.—~Why should that man give you the information? Was

he displeased with the smuggler or does he get a greater’ reward
from tho Excise staft ?

L4
- A.—~DBecause he was known to me.

Q.—1Is he a porsonal relation to you ?
A.~No,

Q.~~How did you come across him and get ihe informqtion ?

A~I happened to meet him,  There are some people who
co-operate with Governmont and there are others who d6 not.

Q~And I take it that it is your Iuck that you met him
A—He is on6 of the

crsons who co-operates wi I
ment. P perates with Govern

Mavnavi ABDUR RAHIM CHAUDHURY:— .,

Q—Did you offer him ony temptation ? !

A—Xo, ' o
Srucr BRINDABAN OH I

the case wag ﬁnishcd‘lxc x:ns re“ﬁggl%A GoswaML :—_Aftcr

A—Yus,

Sunyvr MAUENDRA NpP-
Q.~Do jou get inf

AN T T
. * emngol I
A—I do not agled cases ?
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'Q.~You consider it is very difficult ?
A—7Yes,

Q.—There is every possibili N
of your pursuit? y possibility of the smugglers getting scent

S eat

Q.—Do you know of any cases being spoiled like that ?

A.—There are of course cases in which we were disappointed,
'We are not successful in every case.

&

. Q.—Do you know of any case in which you spent 2 lot of
time and the smugglers got scent of if by some chance or other?

A.—There was a case in which I had to co-operate with tho
district Inspector and both of us worked on the horder of tho
district. But we were not successful.

Q.—I want to know the time it took you in the Golaghat

L£Aase. .
A.—T think three to four months’ time.

Q.—You had to work in hoth the distriets of Sibsagar and
Lakhimpur ?

A.—Yes. .

Q. —How many officers worked like that ?

A —Myself and another senior Inspector.

Q.—Don’t you consider it is a very clever detection ?

A.~-T cannot judge myself.

Q.—Have yau experience:4s a disty

‘A.-,-—Y‘es, in the Lakhim‘pur,distriqt.

Q.—Do yan want,to re-open the registers ?

ict Excise ,offiocr.?

A —Yes.

h PR -9
Q,—Tor:how long™ | |
A.—At least for six months #hey should be kept 0pep

Q.—Why? |
A —Tt must be widely pubhshed‘
Q.—1It was widely published before ?

A —It was done.in.a hurry.

" ? {
_—Any other 1eason .‘ R
: I ;fiyd from the figures that there &S %almebc
7 ed consu ' 15 advisable:
meé‘:sterred consumers. . Therefore, 16 18
unr :
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Q.—Tven if you re-open now a few years later you will still
find o cerlain number cropping up?

A~—This time yon shovld give n final warning that there
will be no further chance.

Q —Do yon think that oll unregistered opium-enters would
come in?

A —T expéet wo. .

Q.—1If there aro some consumers left behind 7

A.—Tt should be closed this time once Yor all. It should not
be opencd again,

Q.~—What about {tho outs?

A.~T twaht o holt for fito years more as ah experiment,
Q.—What is the harm 1f you go on?

A.—There will be a lot of troable from the consumers.
Q.—Don’t you think the idea of the policy is very good ?

A —That is not the only eut. These people have two cuts,
one from the mahaldar and the other from the yolicy.

Q.—Don't you think that the consumers would rest contont
with the cut?

A.~Theoy must supplement it anyhow.
Mn I.8. ROITEY :—

Q.—Tow many eases of shorfweight were convicted {n the
Darrang district Inst year?

A.—Abdut three cases.

‘Q.—And Nowgong ?

A.~Taur cases.

Q.—Do you agree that shortweight is universal ?

A.—Tt is not universal: I have alrendy stated in my reply.
Q.~TMow many shops are there in Darrang?

A—35.

Q.—And in Nowgong ?

l\-—"‘lt

Q.—You say that shortweight §s nol univeraul ?

A~—Ycs,
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Q.—Do you consider 14 ‘
. » 2 at 3 A e N
shops is quite good detection ‘0,5 n-;é?m) 7 cases in (3541 o) 76
¢ A~TThis is not th ik 1 :
work ty do. e only work that' we have. " W have other
QT know that perfectl ;

cases in 76 shops is goo% detecg'.oi;vgu' Do you consider that 7

A.—Tt ma ,
with als the casS;:Ot be. Bubthe stall is nof adequato to cope

Q.—Then you wish an increase in the staff §
A—~Yes. I have already stated that,
Q.—Is there great difficulty in detecting these cases ?

A.—Yes. The mahaldars and lessees have got their men f
watch our movements.

Q.—Do you say that the policy of Government is partially
unsuceessful beeause of the short-weight practice ?

A.—Yes,
Q.—Therefore, is it not one of the first duties of your staff
to check this shortweight ?
"A~—Yes.
Q.—That is one of your most important duties ?
A.—Yes. But they have other duties to do.

Q.—What are those duties ?

A.—The District Superintendent is generally confined fo his
office and he is solely responsible for the management of the office.
The Circle Inspectors ave to detect regular cases such as the illicit
sale of smuggled opium, cultivation of poppy, ganja and all sorts
of cases.

—How many cases of poppy cultivation have you found

during the last five years?
-, A.—Six poppy cases from
district. : ~ ‘
Q.—Surely there is other important work fo do ? .
A.—We have the quarterly inspections of shops. .
—You could detect short-weight cases at the-same time as-
you do the inspections, 1 suppose ?

. .
A.—Supposing I amIn legspur‘t  formory
another place. These prople will get seen .

<
.

1925-26 to 1932-33 in the Darrang

and to-morrow I haveto go to
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kY iy £t RS I DR roet e 4
Q—Yoh ficéd ot o in'a red painted mofor car?
A.—~They somchow et scent of it a8 soon as nn officer hes
starled. I .know. tlint folegrams used to bo sent-fo the next
mahaliar. saying that “a big :peepa (cdsk) Ras: been sont, send
another small onc.”” These are their code” words by which they
warn the next mahaldar,

Tne CHAIRMAN ;— PRV

Q.~Hag thero been any caso that proves that these codes
have beén wsed ?

A, ~Yes, .

Q.—What cases ? ,

A~ TWhile I was in Dibrugarh subdivision ane mabaldaz
eent {0 his snlesman o similar telegram. 1L meant the Txeiso
Buperintendent is coming. The latler part of tho telegram was
superflugus,, , This was hrought 16 the notice of the Ixcise Com.
missioner also.

Mr. E. 8, ROFFEY :— \
3 .

. Q.—T can sympathiso with you and sour safl, that it is very
difficult to detect theso eases.  Bnt you bave heard tho evidenco
that wero given before us both at Nowgong and Tezpur and
you hayo surcly heard ywitnpss after witness saying,that. tho
excise stafl is carrupt. Don Fsyou think thet tho non-detee-
tion of these cascs supports that evidence ?

A~ havo been hiere only for 2 months. L.

.. Q—~7You heayd Mr. Mullan this mefning,. Ho sid ho was
sick and tired of cypeclling [iconses and, fio was not taking much
fntorest in giving severo punishiments because of the fict that one
mabaldar was just as dishontst n3 atothep mabaldarz Is that
youy reason also for not detécting many cases? )

A e R T s A R L S A
:}‘.'—.,‘\ll lY\‘u’m:ﬁx:\’Idnp ;m1 x'x‘ot‘ uniformiy dishonest.
Q.~—Some are more dishonest ?

A.—T mean somo are hcnc‘st and same are di‘shon’e\t.’

gy R AT S

Q.—Thesd'is onie othbr point.  Can you suggest any remedy
to solvo this difficult question of shortneight?

XA litgét mardliv of profit g Vo given mn1 the staft
may be strengthened.

o I 3 g . )
Q=These aro your only tivo'suggestions 7
A.—Also respectable persans may b brought as

]
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Q~~What is your ides of a respectable persons ?

A:—TFairly educated and respectable.

- Q"..__Did YOU.’ hf‘al‘ - th . .

T 8 e evidenee of an gp-mahy] ¢
-l\dowgopg Girish- Chandra Barug ‘He was a res ec’?agiqr a&
elucated man, was he not 7 - S Pectabie an

A.—I do not know about bis education,
MR, DAWSON :— -

Q.—You have had experience of & a’s. as mahaldars ?
A.__There was a B.A.

Q.—Every bit as dishonest as the others ?

A.—Yes. He was convicted.

M. B. 8. ROFFEY :—
Q.—Would you then prefer Lr.v’s.?

Examined by Srrsor BRINDABAN CHANDRA GOSWAM] -
Q.—You want that the registers should be opened for the last
time ?
A,—Yes.
Q.—Why ?
A.—TI have already answered that.
Q.—Is it because these unregistered consumers resort f,

smuggled opium ?
A.—Yes.
Q.—That is your only reason ?
A.—They shovld not resort to illegal means.
—Then after five years if you get another batch of un
registered consumers what will you do ? .
A.—TI have already stated that the fact should be publish-

i e-opening again. Ii

i d that I am not in favour of re-opening again. 1

edoxgle(iz,lll ?tl)lund consuming opium again after the registers aré

ggxg) opened then I would ask the Excise officers fo take sieJ?
against them.

" qpryor ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :—

~—What sort of action ? '
Q—-—;Z as Lo prevent smuggled opium, they should t:

{, Pr de
oueht to book, prosecuted an
bmu% —Then you will not ask Governme

-~

-

onvicted. '
nt to open the regi

§,¢
I3
lies

eain ? ] ’ '
s A,==This should be the last time.
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Q.—You want it {o be kept open for six months ?
A—~Yes. , -
Q.—Any unregistered consumers found after that you will.

Dave thom criminally prosecated ? .

A~Tos,
Q~What provénts.you from doing that mow ?
A~—~TWo have already got o £ood number of unregistered

consumers now and if you re-open the resisters their number will s

decrease.  Our staff nlso §s inadequate. ’

Sruyur BRINDABAN CHOANDRA GOSWAMI :—

Q.—1In 1929 the registers wero re-upened ?

A—Yes,

y Q').—-It was thon clearly mentionel that that was the last
ime ?

A~Yes.- Let them be given another and a last chance.

Q.~If the stall is increased you will be ready to take nction
even from now ?

A—~Yes.

Q.—~You will proscouto those who poseess opium illicitly
even now ?

A.~Yes.

Q.~Iiven now you hav* got that power 7

A.~1f{ you increase tho stuff then there will be more detec-
tions.

Q.—Do yon mean to say that you did not prosecute any
man beeanse there are s large nmmber of wnregistered consu-
mers now ?

A.—1We do prosecule now.  But we cannot do it in greater
numbers beeause our staff is limited.

Q.—You nre in the Speeial Bracch ?

A.—Iwasin tho Speeinl Braneh. . B

Q.—Could you gay which {s greater, the interdisiricl ezug-

~pliog or the smuggling from outstde info the provinee ?

A—Smuggling from outside is largen.

Q.—~Can you say who are the prrsons wha generally smuzgls
opium from wutside ? e

A.—Marnraris, Chirese, Nepaless, nprcornter
and Tunjaboes.

1 mwe Lol
LA

a

A

1,
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40,

Q.—Do the o
they sell to the m
and jfn to bhe’ Gonshmear pC° ¢ :?‘P a;{?,ﬁf%; o
~T1hey gener
. oy generally sell thr i

mlddaame'r[l\ Ifngage‘d'for the ‘busligggs}z 't{le:}l:\ ag\ents and there are
A‘ X Ese mlddle‘men also‘are' Marwaris and others ?~
Q,. Tl?b necessm"ﬂy,’ There are Assamese also.
P ‘;y do not' smuggle opiuth throtigh the mahaldars ?

dax oot smugeled optur. 10 heresso B, o et
Q- —Where did he get it from ?,

do they directly go

A.~Thero was another M vairi

: » Marwarl ¢ 1

the opium. e was #ot A mahaldar? loso to L, shop. "0, 6
Txamined by RAr BARADUR NILAMBAR DATTA:—

Q.—You are the seniormost Inspector of the Excise Depart-

ment ?
A.—Yes.

Q—You have been about 26 yearsn this department ?,
A—Yes.

. Q.—You are 1OW Officiating Superintendent 1n the Darrang
district ? e "

atiAi=Yes.
Q.—You were also officiating as Superintendent io several

other distriets ?
A.—Yes.
—But in one spell you have worked as jnsp?gggr pﬁ_E;tcisc

in the Special Braiich for a fnmber of-years P
A.—About 6 years I worked.

e 5 . I I 3 %' véu .
Q.Y ou were \iioned at Tinsukja P
' e e wl. RV I I b \'5' . &
A.—Yes.

—Tor how many years were you stationed .at LTj,nsuki,a_?
* ” v r » T P .
A ~~TFor 4 to b years nearly: ‘
Q.—You know that Tinsukis is 2 Very big centre of oplaf”
3 L Yy - A
eaters ? . B ,
A—Yes.
A A A
Q. —Are you awar
tered opium-eaters P
A.—Yes. o
L5 Fou know that the shop there was _Sefgfg%edﬁg,i:sﬂ;gl:} |
Juate when the Government wanted. {0 fry_ gl'f; ug t‘:}%ﬁ’*d Fonbes
Ho was rertoved sometime: before 0% acdouit of certdil 0T

~y

ber of apregiss-
e that here aL2 a large pumber o FEEFE=



n

Q‘—Dr?b;\kly be Jost his depsit alse Y .
A.~Nat forfeited.

Q.—There is suother Tnspecter af Excie aoienife- Depaiy
Commissioner, IaLhifnpl?}x?r

A..—:‘x:cg. _

QDo you work in harmeny with ke Giurich saf
special Inspector,?

A~Yes.

7

5

1}

Q.—You are not suppored to_take T efem Imm &
Deputy Commissioner ? A

A—]In district work we ave to work unisrite axdzs 15k
Deputy Commissioner. N
© QI8 spur primorgduty.to check shorfwelzht ozillezal,
Tossessio o(gnpi\izixg\%ﬂﬁ;i ‘the Qistrict 7 You were stadned o3y
Tissubin, Wag it your duty to"clieck shortweight in opium
shops or to enquite about illegal posees<ina of opium - or was
it your primery duty i the Specisl Branchito, parattention to
smuggled opium o

w

"A.—Deteotion of shortweight was notoneof our duties but
detection of smuggled opium was our primary duty.,
Q.~You nre awnrg of -{hio_existence of a large number of
opiumn-eaters i1 the Lokvimpur-distiict » 7 T
A—~Yes. )

Q —Probably you arc al aware that the notifien’s m which
waa sent gut by, the Deputs Commissioner, in 3329 jwas mot
properly served in the villages?  ° ) i

A~~So 1heard, -

Qi=Do,you_ kuow, if such not'fications were sent to, the
Exciso ?(uspcctors also to inform the mabaldars to give widu,
pgbxlcatmn to the yillpgers ?

~all GO LA YIS
LYo,

B

Q.—Di you reccive any such naties ¢
A—Uo, heeauns L waa o the Speeinl Branp by,

Q.~V'rou your experioncs wa affiofating Youpodot o dengt, do
= o think that {4 wayld ba 1l Suljus'« af His gy (o
ting his namboh the 1 il ry

A =Yen,
Q.~Why do you e1y ¢4
A~They nro g ow tabking by by Apninge
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' yi%
Q.—Dg they sell to the m

. ) S8l & mahaldarg . :
and ge]] ¢, bhe‘cén"sume‘f Pl o fu'J:}rSs % Q?:[tﬁgy qlfe_‘iﬂﬁ'

I'know in “which
“the'case f “ay
. AT vy K\,v: 1; £
~—~Where did he get it from 7
A~:Th RAANETIED 10 oy S Tl
i . ere wag a‘pof,her Marwirs close to ]
Coplum. He wag ot &gl dag: o

Examined by RAr Bamapyz NILAMB:

3

Q.—You are the seniormost Ingpector ¢
ment ?
A.-—-ng.
Q.;-—-You_have been about 26 years i1
A—Yes. -~ '

Q.—You are now Officiating Supr
district ?

vHiAiYes.
Q.-—You were also officiating
other distriets ?
A.—Yes.

Q.—But in one spell you ha-
in the Spedial Branch Tor a hun.
A.—About 6 years I workr,
Soeprie v 0 g, o
Q.~You' were stationed a:
R0 B i i R W/ LI
Q.—For how many
D
A.—~For 4 to 5 yc

Q.—You know t
eaters ?

A.—-Ygs.

Q—Age you aw
tered opium-eaters ?

A—Xeg,

QDo you kn-
duate when the Go
He was rerhoved =

A,~Yes,



35k

fo

—In disthuging yOu£ dukies do you fell the people
give up this habib? ol
en. . s
4 —1 have nof preached to C e .
) KUMAR _CHAT-

Exammed by  Suswr ROHINI J AT

DHURI:—

Q—You want that the unregistered consumers should be
regustercd ?

A—TYes

Q—Do you ywh that sll those who apply should geb
prsses ®

A—No

. -

T 3

Q ~—Or would you diseriminate ?
A.~1 will dcriminate on the merits of mdividual cases,

Q.—Ard would you allow posses to those who applied once
Belore and were sefused ?

ta
A —Wa have to take evidence and ach accordingly.
Q —TYou will put the applicant on cath ¥

A—Not on ocath We will make a local enquiry and

record  siafements nnd send s cose to the Cuvil Surgeon
through the Deputy Commssioner.

Q —1f tho Cuvil Surzeon recommends you will give the
;s ?
A—Tes,

Q—That is precisely tho procedure which was folowed
belore ?
A—Tvidence was not talen before. -

Q —1If the evidence of the nei

¢Wbours and the rocormenda
tionof the Civil Surgeon shonld difier?

A~We generlly send those cases for the
Beputy Qommissioner who decides finally. orders of the
. Q—You want that this should b dono in fnture
A~Tes,
Q~In that eaxeo don’t yom think that
applicstiors will also have to}ixo rejected P @ lavgo mumbor of
A~We will recommend only desarvine ane-
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Tz CHATRMAN = o
Q—That is your definition of an addict?
A-*—There is no definition for addict.
mo“&'s“gsui"l”'ﬁéiﬂé ‘2 mat Tias bigen taking opium for the Tast o
i el i, 5o e
° ; A medical reasons.
Q.—What do you mean by an addict ?
A==T ath sioh in favout of giving paciés bo & few addich
Alz. E. 8. ROFFEY :—
Q.—If o man has been taking one tola forone month would
vou call him an addiet ?
A.e=IT¢ mdy b #h addiet dlso.
Tug COAIRMAN = |
Q.—You will give opium to anyone who bas been faking
opium before ?
A.—Nct the beginners:
spfsur ROHINI KUMAR CHAU DEURI =~
. —r1i6 afé thé beginners?
A.—The man who commences taking opium newly:
Q.—What is meant by newly? '
A.—Tt is for the medical officers to judge.
; ==Sapposing’ ffie cide 6f thesé men are
medical officet and refused ?
A.—T would nob recommend bis ease if once refus‘?df. L
Q.—Do you know how many &f thése ;5007 Persony'in your
jurisdiction zipp‘,igd for passes before ?
A .—T cannot say now-
_—Are ot these figures
wwhich were r&jected Beforé? e fom s
A —bs for Nowgong th6y Exe V6 e Gile Tospect
and as-for Darrang they were coLi€0

IS, : ] .
- Q.~—Did any of these apply for passes before

A.~—TI cannob 53§

c‘ods'iééred’ by the

obtainable from the applications _
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Q —Do yua know that the ];'\sw system was Intredueed
Lelore special officers were appeinted in the Lxeclee Department
to take a census of the opium-eaten £

A.~T do not think that any additional stafl was appiintud
for this purpose. Some departmental officers did that

Q.—You did not depend on the maneadir's opinion  before
but now you will depend on him ?

A.~"The figures of non-registered consumers wero collected
by my predecessors and given tome

Q.—How many of them have got passot in the meantime P

A—~T1 cannnt say.

Q.—You havo given your rensons for ealling this policy a
failure in paragraph 2 of 3 our statumont ?

A—Yes,

Q.—If yeu donot hinow the cxtent of smmzgled oplmn in
this province how do you adviwe that this policy should bo stop-
ped?

A.—1 have not riven any estimnte,

Snragr ROHINT KUMAR CHAUDHURT -~

Q.~—Do you say there is n large amount of smupgling?

A~—=Yes,

Q ——What are (ho facts and figures?

A~—Tho number of cases detcoted and the c.nfidential
repords received from time to time and my own experience

Q.—Will you pleaso tell me what according to you wns the
amount of smuggled opium which eame to the province In t jear
but which you conld nof detect ?

A.—I cannot give rou any estimate,

Q.—T'rom your confidentinl reports ?

A~TIt may notbe ypossible to estimate §t even frem tho
confldential roports.
™ Q.—Are you not informed that £o much quaniity is cumisg
in your confl lential report ¥

A~—No. We mrrels gel information that o
{s coming.

Q.—Coull you give psany ' el i n 1

A =] bave 1ot mard nny tenn]
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Q—Can you give any idea ? .3
g.wé have already said that smuggling exists,
~— VAN you give a rough pércentare of tha -
cases that you havegdetectégogl &% peieentage o the wimber o
A.—That is in the ahnual réport. ~
MR, DAWSON :—You may take it, on the whole, that the

Cases reported are the cases detected;

SrISUT ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : —

Q.—You said that if you get-an adequate staff you conld do
much bette}'? Do you want an increase of the snbordinate staff,
or the special staff or the Exeise Inspectors ?

A.—1T want inspecting staft.

Q.-~Suppose you have thrée times the present inspécting
stafl.  Could you show appretciable results ?

A.—] think so.

No. 41.

The OCommittee then examined Rat Samiz P. €. ROY, Special
Superintendent of Exoise.

Examined by the CHAIRMAN :— '

Q.—You have made a statement here that the present opinm
policy is successful in so far asit bas fairly checked the sprzacsl
of the opium babit amongst the younger generation ?Ddth c}r
compelled some of the moderate opium-ealers to modgra 8 dcé
dose ? Do you think that these people who you say aye 1;10(25?
rate doses did not supplement their.rations {rom illict sou

A.—~They. may, try to occasionally.
- Qenerally they do not?: ' N
g.-——’_[‘he trouble is we have cut the ratioms and thert 3

 cub i hop. '
anoug\l:gu;nyil;e lslavg‘said  that, opium:gaters. are taking th®
rations in moderation ?’
A:~]SZ§ l?c?mio;)f them have giogg_ﬁgv\d?, XO;I {hink that thest-
people do not talde: opium from iftjost sources o
A1 do not think they *take too ﬁ"equen y‘.u
Q.—Do you think that 1t is easy to get opi

A.~1 think,so.

~

m from illicit



a6s
ations have lLeen cub.

Q —Aro thest o someeaters whose © g

atisfied with their xeduced rationsdo: ot
~They aro not ab a1l 'satisfied. L
a-aAnyS;rnytbey renlise that after five mora years:theY
il not get opinm any more .
" A‘-—Ercs, thoso bolow the age of 80. Thase who have
rossed 4t age will continue fo got. ; P
v Q-Ifit 25 a fach that the vounger generation are pggv?eute&
from taking opium, don’t you consider that as gread gtj.m
A.~0f course, T consider ita gain, . L -
Q.—Now you say ihat it is casy to gev opium from i
sourees ? ‘
A—Yes. e
Q.~—~DBy the term ilicit sources you mean hoh opmni got
from the mahnlders snd stmuggled opium?
AoYrs,
:}.—-—C m you give us auy idea of the amount of smuggled
opium thut comes wto the provineo ¥
ATt s very Aificult to give an idga.

Q—Dou't you think that your achivities have frightened the
smugglers ? !

A—They are charging their metheds overy e, They are
vow taking to night marches, .

Q —If you have detecfed their-day marches, thein nfgh"f
matches and ether activities, then would they not e fnghtened ?

A~They are o hitle frightened and that is why they ar
taking ta difierent methols nb:xd different rontes, v e e

Smvr ROMINI KUMAR ORAUD{OURI 1~

Q~—lait your opinion that the intelliconce bf th i

s Pl A gonce AT tho specinl
:t;ggge r:;: sufficient to eope with the intelligence of lho

A —The stall js net rufficient to adequately dod -
; ! ely ded ]

coso theb ariso The information that \\'g "utyng::ll “;I\tih -
comes late nnd thero is nothing doing. ° vy

— M. T § ROFILY :—
.”-‘«v . - g !
it c?cnt?m lncrease in the present «taf wonld You call
A~We have had fo redues the
. ~Wel staff on :
t)::‘\:r“gec‘;g s ‘;l‘;:&m tnkoﬁ’cct o ton per cent. out &ciggnetsgb%x%ﬁow
work of tha speenn) staff i different from :htl::mg
B Xt oo

'
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the district'staff. I ;
‘ L. would suggest €he entertainn
%;21'1;31 ca‘ch district, one"Ins‘pé%:gtér' morgiﬁgtﬁ?}nent of -8 spies
party. I do not think I.shall require mmeagaadar for the

Q.—You think that if :
could be checked ? if the staff bf 1ncrea,§ed then smuggling

A.—TYes it would bo greatly checked.

Q.—You are confident about that ?

A.—T hope I shall be able to do that.

Q.— Are you in favour continuing the eut P

A.—No. ‘ o

Q. Why?

A.—Decauss if you want to make the polic |

successful yol

must remove all the defects. 1f you merely IZ:ui; 1%161‘8 cxgglslsbl?nzoore
demand for opium and there will be more short-weight sales.

Q.—The problem of short-weight sales will disappear in five
years?
A.—TYes, except to those over 50 years. We may have Gov
ernment agents to supply opium.

Q.—To people over 50 7

A.—Yes, Ifyou have a Government agency for sale then i

will greatly check but then there will still be a margin of illicit
supply. 1 can give you an instance of malpractices. If a man
tola and a quarber is written in the books

wants a tola then one
and the man gets only one tola. The balance is kept 28 sarplus

savings.
Bsamined by SKI

MI:—
__Supposing it is stated in the pass that there will bes0

many pills for cach man ,
i ay. You prought

in gra'duates and then they began sci.entiﬁc x}aethods. If you
ask one fola then they realise the price for it

you only 12 annas

. QEAIRMAN :— ,
TEE (g) & 2t problem o:f shOl‘f?'Welg},ﬂ’

—PBut the question ig that the
i i ; ¥ ovided we 860P
gale will disappear ofter B years The(;lwl()elshau L we e

another method for supplying those over 9

with smnggled oprum only. .

—Why do ¥OU give shortweight ?
j “keep the demand , then

JUT BRINDABAN CHANDRA GOSWA-

Pecause thero is
there wi

demand. 8o if you
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Q.—But smuggling will be prevented by the prcvcnt‘xvo
stafl fo o great extent ? . '

A~You thall have to increase the staff again. |

Q.~—Ton't you think that at that time there wiil also be o
feclirg in tho minds of tho consumers that after all thereis mo
ute tabing il this trouble and they might as well give it up
the babit? YVill there not be such a change in their mentality ?

A~=You will get very few such cases.

Q.~We hnd a fow persons who came bofore ns yesterday
whosaid that they did give it up' simply because there was no
monty ? !

A.~—Sometimes of course it was dono under compulsion for
the reason there was no moncey.

Q.~—They told us tleat they won't take to it again cven if they
zot it free. S¢ in that way their minds will bo moulded to the
idea that they would not like to take all the rish for opium?

A—If you examino an opium-eater then you will find the
reason why they starled faking opium. So if tho reason
reappears they will sgain start taking it.

Q.—Yon have studied something about mentality. Suppose
youstop the cut und open the registers. Will it not create an
impression in tho minds of the younger generation that after all
the Government is not going to abolish opium altogether and
that after five more yenrs Government will again reopen the
registers and give passes ? .

A.—Tt depends on the desire of the Council. If you want
to havoe total prohibition you ean do so. But if you want to seo
whetber pooplo have given up the habit you will have to sco
whether it §s really effective.

Q.—~We¢ want to doliver the people from this habit. If wo
arc not ablo to do this in this gencration then we should, at least
gco that the younger goneration is saved ?

ATt is the spirit of tho young men not to take to this
habit, Ispeak gencrally of educated young men. Ho knows
that it is o bad thing and ho has a hatred for opium,

‘ batrch—Do you think that this policy is respomsible for that

’-'mné&.-'l’his policy and the temperanco movement come aftor-

Q.~—You hnvo boen for o long timo in the Exciso Depart-
ment?  What s your opinion, has there been n change inp the
miads of the people towards opium ?

A~—0f course n little chiange has come.
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Q. ~0Orivinally th h )
and ¢ o oLy biey hafl the jdea that opig k
‘iley ;sed bo distribute it on marriage bccgsi;;g ;Vas a lixury
~—~Yes,
~—B s .
g..;yut .n:;v there 15 a change in the mentality »
Q. ) es 1(; the}y cilo 10t do it publicly now,
.. Q—1Is not this chan e
and the temperance nlgvggélglte?to the attitudo of Govornment
Au""YES:
* Q.—The attitude of the ' .
manifested in this policy ? Government and the Council s
A.~Yes.
Q.—If we reopen the registers don’t you think that it will
create a bad effect on the mentality of thg younger generation ?
A.—You must limit the age before you throw them open.

Q.—~What age do you suggest ?

A.—TForty.

Q.—What would you do with those below 40 ¢

- A.—A person below that age would be able fo do without i,

Q.—If you open the registers for. those above 40 and close
for those below 40, the latter will go to the smugg'er ?

A.—Of course; if you want to check smuggling effectively,
you mus€ stop the demand. Otherwise, if you go on cocrcing
‘men, it i8 no use. b

— osing we do not open the registers. Then atter
yearsQWe S‘algg zio g:mre opium a,Ixid for th%se_ above the age of 50
we make some other arrangement for supplying them. Then we
penalise any man who has got opium below that age and we
shall bave a staff not only to prevent smuggling but also to

~ penalise illegal possession ? o ’
A.—1I read a small book on the effects of anti-opium move-

. ] o failed
nient in China. I seeinthat book that all measures hlm o faile

he other hand it has simply encouraged smuggling. '
R o quite different. We

.—The problem there might b t. We
Assar?{ are »ae‘srg)all provinee and there is a great public opimion
against it ?

y A~—Opinion and' knowledge vay. th the best of my
information there is no public opinion like .t at. ,
~—Why do you say there is no publio opinion
v . do peoplo tako

: ic opinion then wh
A o pubhg ytljgéltn;gu iviel? neve{' find any gentle:

opium shops ? You go to
men having opium shops.

.
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Lxamined by Mr. DAWSON :—
Q.—\What is the lnst scizuro that your staff made ?
A.—Xine tcers it possession of Nepalese.
Q —Where?

A.—On the railway linc oast of Golakganj. The casce is
under trinl.

Q.—Was thore any other party with them?

A.~Yes,

Q —Wers any of (hom caught ?

A.~There were threo men nodl one was crught with 24 seere,
Q —Did you find but' where the smugslers came from ?
A.—Cuoch Behar. ’

Q.—You alsa went to Cooch Behar the other day ?

A~—Yes

Q.—What is the systam in Cooch Behar ?

A.—They settlo the shops by auction and they give them

fo the bighest bidder. And there s n system thkat he who takes
a ganja shop must take oprum shop also.

Q —Ilow muny shops are there in the hands of one man ?
That js the most glaring case where you find o number of shops
settled with one peison ? -

A.~The largest number is 11 shops with one man,
Q —Aro thoso shops rationed ?

A.—Th~ Revenuo Officer told me they were raticned Dyt
it they apply for more ho gives it. .

Q.—What is the pricc there ?

A~—Opium is sold at Re. 1-S a toln and M= 110 to Is 10h
per seer of 80 tolas,

RAI Bamapur NILAMBAR DATTN :—

Q.—What is tho treasury price ?

A—~Rupecs 91

Mg, DAWSON t—

Q.~In worhing up c-ses in the Specinl Branch do yoa £iz7
{at it takes o long time ?

A.~Tt.takes n very long time.
Q.—Can you give an cxample ?

. A—Tbere is the Salween steamer case. It took mere teg
b.X years,
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Q.—Instances of any other case ?

A.—Muny cases. We aro ‘

Muny cases, 0 usually noft able

gﬁ?ﬁn ls)glfgécs: qsilexnxx%onths zgter getting informa,tion? d%tﬁgt sg;g
hem are not generally reliable.  'We have fivst t

and il wo arc satisfied that the information theylsgivz gisgoiﬁggtl

then wo work up th .
p the case. At :

Q.—Could you tell us wh i
on ‘ y comparatively fe
detected or why it is so difficult to detegt smuggling Vgasiis;?s "

A.—We do not get any assistance fr i

: : om the public. Th

(t:ﬁlcncs with a mgtwe of bargaining and if we Izzan sa’(isfyel?ipri
n we can get a case. Generally th

elors, y they get more from the

~ Q.—Now take Burma. In Burma a very large number of
seizures are made at Rangoon where there is a Customs staff ?

A—Yecs.
Q.—We have got no similar advantage in this provinee?
A.—No. The position is quite different here.

Txamined by Mr. E. S. ROFFEY :(—

Q.—You said I think {bat the present supply 0 both the
vegistered consumers and the unregistered consumers Was by
the mahaldar ?

A.—And also by the smngglers.

Q.—1I take it that it is not to a great extent from the smug-
gler ; the mahaldar supplies more ?

A,—I have given my jmpression.
mers gob more from the smugglers.

Q.—If this cut is continued and the whole of the treasury
opium is wiped out in five years, then on the same hypothesis,
the demand will still remain ab the end of five years ?

A —Only the money will go to different hands. '

then that the opium-eaters will give up

Q.—Do you think
ghe habit or will they get opium from other sources ?

ATt is very difficult to give up the habit. -
Q.—Your opinion is that the demand has to be supplied ?
A.—There will be a slight decrease:

Q.—The demand that is left over has to be supplied ? B

A.—Yes. —

—TWhat would be the source of 8 ; . |
.(A% They are BOW getting it from smugglers: We have
7 Posh jum from Peshawal

a case of Peshwaries pringing OP

The unregistered const-
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Q.—~Why?

A.~Tor moncy.

Q.—You complined that one of the reasons for the non-
detection was want of public co-operation ?

A—Yes. ’

Q.—Which public do you mean ?

A.~I meen the general publio, the villagers who know
about these things and I think 1 may  include the members of
tho Temperance dssariations, They have done much by way of
Iectures, But they do not help in a single case for detecting
smugglers.” -

Q~Take Kamrup for imstance. Do temperance peaplo
help you?

A.—No,

Q.—~In Nowgong da they help you ?

A.~No.

Examined by Sznvr BRINDABAN  CHANDRA GOS.
“:A}.\II —

Q.~You say that Temperanes workers have not helped you?

A—No,

. Q—Did you ask any of the Temperance members to give
Fou help?  In Gauhali for instance whom did you ack ¢

A.—~Yes, T think this fact is also mentiored in the Adwminise
tration Report. I can mention the name of Srijut Nabin Chan-
dra Bardoloi. The Excise Commissioner, Mr. Thomas had a
talk with him and ho promised to give all ¢o-operption. Hut he
did not.

Q.—S8rijut Bardoloi m~y not hiave hnown any easc? Did
you ask him or Mr. Chaullury in regarl to any particular
case?  Or did you nsk anyone in repard to any particntar cnse ?

A.~—~The belpwe want is of two hiuds : vae is for search and
the other in supplying information. 1 neel not nsk yen 1o
supply information in your prsessdan ; you ought to do it your.
well.  And even when T ashed them to he witgesses they alwass
hesitated.

»a_ Srizor ROOINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :—
Q.—Ts thero any instanco fn Gaulati ? i
AYes. ‘Thore wasa cato nt Pandu. It is very diftealt
to romember the namey of persons.
Q.—Whom did you n<k 2 »
A.—Several gentlemen. 1 do not rosemte nAzite,
-
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Srsur  BRINDABAN OHANDRA GOSWAM[L.

Q,--—In Nowgor did :
Sowgorg did you enquire the names of '
rance Assceiatiops P 1 of the Tempe.

A.—I know , ‘
know whetllle]i'ot?hcfg Ezoggy“i?s?; ;fpsﬁlérogmieelzperance. ' (.1'0 e
Q.—Do you know any one of them ?
A.—You arq ore of them ; you'speak on temperance.
Q.—Did you ask anyone ¥ ‘ . AR
A.- Onco I sent for the Mouzadar of Dharmtul, Bhagdutta
Sniur WOHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI:— =~ .

Q.—Ts he an opium eater ?

A.—1 do not know. S

Q.--You do not like educated persons taking opium shops ?

A.—If there is a desire for total prohibitirn then I ask why
educated persons should take opium-shops. '

Tec CHAIRMAN :— -

Q.—1If the people of Assam are really in favour of fotal
prohibition, you say that they should not apply for opium shops?
: A.—No. If they doso then they create an impressfml} in
the minds of the opium-eaters that they do not like the habit ta
go. So I say you must cut off all connection. :

A.—With whom would you settle them then ?

A.—There ave business men.

Srrsyor ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :—

Q.—Do you mean up-country men ?

A.—No.

Q.—Marwaries ?

A.—They are the worst men.

Q.—Chinese ? ‘ e |

~T er applied for opium shops. ' L

3.'—%1383{0?18;@1'0611;1;13’5 they should gsettled at 1'east with the

Assamese people ?

A.—No. .
o SUPERINTENDENT, Gauhati. Kamrup _subdivision

iai that in
—~—Mr. Goliain, do you know : ;
there%re 47 shops that are settled with up-country men

EXCISE.SUPERINTENDENT :—
‘A —1 do not think it is 47,
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Tie CHAIRMAN :— .
Q.~You say that high class people thonld not have any=

thing to do with shops ?

Rar Samms P. C.ROY :—

A.—~Yes.

Q. —Uave there been any people of that class who are con-
neoted with opium shops?

A--Yes. Of course they are conneoted indirectly.

Q.—TYou know there aro educated people without employ--
ment ?

A~Yes,

Q.~Tave you any objection if an opium chop is sottled with
an educated man if he belongs to the high class ?

A.—T do not mind. :

Q.~Have you como across cases where shops are settled
benami ®

A.~1here are many instances.

Q —~THave you come across any case where moTe than ore
shop is settled with one mobaldar ?

A~1 lave got reports.

Q.~Tlow many with one person ?
A~In Qachar 6 or 7 shops.

Q.~~In the Assam Valley ?

Ao~In Lakhimpur b or 0.

Q~And in the Goalparg ditriots ?
A.~There is nnother instance of G or 7.

f

Q.~Who are theso mahaldars, up-country people ?
4.~1 think they sre up-country peoplo

. Q~Yuu know that the Ass i
ey e Assamese people have no connection

A~There ore rare instances of Assamese people having

tennpe't A ¢ p
'::‘::r;g;x with foreigners. Somctimes they get money from

AT Banapor NILAMBAR DATTA :—

Q= Tn Lakhimpur § ivist ¢
Wb o up.m““t\‘r;&\‘\:;:?\dr sabdivision b or © shops nro setiled

A=Yy,
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Q.—What do you mean, ar : R At i
A you e th RURPEL FU
ave they sottled with one man ? ey bonan Stansaeliotis or

A.—In the names of 5 or 6 men of course,
Q.—This is another reason which
. : X ‘ makes the tas
preventive staff difficuls in detecting shortweights"ff fake ofthe
A.—Yes. '

Q.—This is also a great obstacle in your way ?

A.-—Yes. i s .
auty. es. But detection of shorfweight is not my primary

Srisor BRINDABAN CHANDRA GOSWAMI—
~ Q.—You say that the o jum-eaters do not give up thi “habit

gehirally ? P OB, p the habi

A.—YGB- !
Q. —Do you know of any case of opiam-eaters "Having given
4p their habit of opitim-éating ? : . b

A.—TYes, I have heard of some cases. I have also heatd of
many cases of their renewing the habit. T

Q.—Do you kiow that dué o this senomic defiesion ven
the registered consumers have hot been abletd pupchase thelt
quota P : :

A.—Yes.

Q.—1Is it not then a fact that the ecovdmic depression has
been one cause for their giving up the habit ?

A.—No. Persons who have not taken their full ration and
have not got a supply from clsewhere, they must bave given up.

—Is not the price of smuggled opium higher. than the
price of the treasuly opium ? N
A .—Tt §o.almost the sane and in somé plads it & ‘cheaper.
Q.——Where? -
A.—In Lakhimpur distriet it is cheaper. _Of course, ib1s
é,auiﬁerafea smuggled opiam. Sometimes it is sold at Re. %&4:—0’
. Q—Do you consider that o registered ;P‘ass'hOI.QQ‘,"- ngtead
(335‘:iiféhé,s§hg his own quoth, Will take ﬂ}e: rigk of going 10 the
spugglers to pugehiase opivin at the saine at8 . y
A .—There is 10 risk. Their agents visit the villages 88
supply opium. L .
PPQ\—ﬁﬂaNe‘y‘ou any, instanges of tha§ ?
A—Yes. :
Q.—Did you detect any quch agents ?

A .— Whenever we can, we detect casgs.
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. ]Ql‘l‘csﬁon heing  repeated to the SUPERINTENDENT,
auhaty,

GAUNATI SUPLRINTENDENT :—

A.—1 have not come across nny such ¢iscs. ‘
..  SPECIAL SUPLRINTENDLNT:—1lhere was a cato in
Kahupathar,

The CHALRMAN :—

Q.—Whas that ease in the court 7

A.+Yus, he nas convitted,

Q.—Did hie confess that hie went frot village fo village ?

A.—~No, how woul he confe-s?

Qi ~How mnny pesple were involved 2

A.—~Two or three.

Snnatr BRINDABAN CITANDRA GOSWAME :—

Q.—Any othet instante ®

A.~This lnst caseof Oscers; they visited from villago to
yillage.

Tho OITAIRATAN :—

Q.~Where did you catch them *?

A.—Between Chapraghat and Bangnzshaf.

- Q:wYou did not wet them fwhen they were seling opfum
from village to village ? .

A~—No But our information is to that effect.

Examined by a1 Batapin NTLAMBAR DATTA :—

Q.~As specinl Superintendent is ft yeur primary duiy lo
cheek stupgling ?

Am-Yes,

Q.—Cau you explain the teasrn Why Guvernment prefors to
settlo the cpium shops with foreiyners #

A~1 do not think there is any such yule. Tha tole
has been relaxed againet scttling with forcigners in the enee of
tieier and ganja shops.  But i (he Cue of opiura shops it Las

. h’-ﬂ bécl‘ﬁa:t::t opinion you think that the up-ectitey ealaldar
will bring in smugxﬂcd opium throngh thiie rclatives ?“!w:vm
an Arsamose mahatlar canaot g0 in for such smupgling ,

A—That Is my opinfon. Itis mere dificult to detect »
Marwnri than an upeonntry man.

Q.—Do you agree that the nu

i igi i ¢ RTRY
i very neg'igible m compatien with upreruttry

nlerof Asdrte
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g.-—-‘% cannot say.
.—In cases of detecti ‘
A.—We find it e:siechton o staugglsd opium
an up-country ma er to arrest an Assamese- smuggl
ol y man or a Marwari. So we think that the y
e zuée not so accustomed to smuggling ink that the At
~—Have you an o : ‘
any district ? ) y knowledge of any Marwari mahaldar-
A.—There might be a few i e 5
Kamrup. In Dibrugarh there i's oir:a my Ume ‘there were two',l
Q.— What are the reasons wh : s
" t * .
recommends these men for settlemgnthgfss%%;?%tendent of Bixe
A.—1 cannot say. ' .
Q.—What procedure did wer
charge of this district ? you follow when you wer
A—I1 ,always tried to give shops to the local people.
Q.— Your main duty is to check smuggling ?
A.—Yes.
Q.—You have no concern with the district staff ?
A.—DPractically we have no conceri with the district staff.

~You_simply go for advice and :
different district staffs? consultation to the

A.—Yes. ,
Q.—You recommend that the ten per cent. reduction

be stopped immediately ?

A.—We must halt now. _
—This cut causes hardship to the regisiered opium-eaters

because they do not get their full quota ?

A.—The cut is going on £00 rapidly to judge by the short-

weight sales and smuggling. Y ou must consider all these things

together. I do not wish the cat should be stopped for good.
Q.-—-:Probably you know that the registers Were opened

in 1929 ? o
A-"“YBS \
n the town will raise a hue and

Q.—The educated people in ¥ ' '
ery if Government re-0Pe rs saying thab they do it fql:l
¢ their revenue. fo say on e

should

the sake O
point ? ] o
3 he beginnit of this policy.
cervice from the D% g s P

thing in connection with opium 0
You opened the pass ;system' in
o} the Gistrict rations

A ~—1 have been in

But unfortunately everything
slace ab ino orhune momen g,
11926 and al}ipof g sudden we had orgiers th
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© Q.—Do you think.it
amount, is Dlased by e Ev;o;iz;g bceogcim_}d and feasible if a certain
appoint men from timp bo time and o place at your disposal to
centres for the purpose of detection ? ?Php ace them in different -
there for six months or ;30“ = 1e men may go and settle
A.—This is what I have sai R .
ul detootion. at I have said. This .wﬂl help me in successs
) .,_:_Y d' - R . I ; "‘ e, .
navaétaff ?ou id not really want the strengthening of the oxdi-
%.—-I ‘ have said that T want one more Inspector.
DHU ﬁ%@fed by Maviavi ABDUR RABIM CHAU-
Q.—TIf the cut is continued th ( l -y
opium will inorease ? ! e Epegent demand for illicit
A.—Yes.
‘ Q,.——-So far as the younger generation is concerned, you have
gaid in your statement, that it has had a very good effect ?
A.— That is my impression. !
Q.—You say that smuggling exists to a great extent for the -
reason that there are various Jifficulties in detecting. You mean
to say thal there are many cases going nndetected ? ‘
A.—Yes, ’ '
Q.—This is only your surmise ?
A .—That is what I see. 1 work up.10 or 12 cases in & year
and come out successful only in one Of two. -
Q.—In many cases you get false information ?
A —Yes sometimes. '
Q.—Do you advise us to,_ give up this cut although, even
according o you, we have had some good results out of it ¥
A.—I am not saying thatin the case of the younger gene-

ration. ‘
Q.—Then the policy shoul
ounger people ? \ _ \
> %.—-?Nozv-a-days you meet with very Tew Qeople under 80 who
are consumers. ‘ :
Q.—Do you think that this policy
ing and do people realise that Govers
to continue ? ' e Oul
o dificulty fs this. FP gty

A.—Yes. The mai ) .
" responsil v everybhin .and.they: do not kng
for. every ing ¢ to. their Jikiog they

t

i

4 continue in respect of the

has creatéd a public feel- .
ment do not like this habif

umﬁeéters make

‘Government responsible
Jetails. 'Whenever they find anything 1o

accuse the Government.
.
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Q.—You pget no assistance from the publie 2
A~They do not want to  be dmgged in aud they do Tiketo
come and give evidence. !
] Q.—At least they do not stand in your way ?
A-—No, I have never said that,
Txamined by Snruur « ROOINI KUMAR CHAU-
DOURY
. Q~—You sugsested that the only means of checking smug-
gling and shortweight would Ly removing the domand ?
A~That is one,
Q.~~And giveopium fo thoee who want it, Then you say
there will be no smuggling, no demand and no shortweight
es.

—

Q~I am asking whether tho present policy is a failure ?

A.—Itisparctly o failure,

Q —That failure consists in the fact that it has crented a
dc’mngd which is being supplied by smugslers and by shorte
salos

A.—~Yes,*

Q.—And in order to do away with that failure you eay that
Government should remove the demand ?

A~y advice in not {o remove but I am asking you to
consider theso Qifficultics also.

. Q.—Do you want o remove the demnnd ?

A.~If you want {o check smuggling you shoull romove it;

Q.—Do you think that the objeet of the Government'is o
prevent smoggling and not to stnmp ont the opium habit 7

A.—To do awny with the habit, .

Q.~You consiler the present policy Lias been n failure
because the smugglers are supplying opium ?

A—Yes,

Q.—~And in order to meet that would you hile to zemove the
demand ?

A...That is one way,

4 Q.—By supplying the demand wo gel oae effcetive methol
of doing away with the smuggling ¢
- Ae~Yes *

Q.—But it you po suppleing the demand how §o1 en &
avway with opium and stamp out tho evil

A.—Yes, If you restrict the age, you ean stop {tafter a fow
years, Ifyou sy that below the ne of 49 there will Lo no
Iatuey fevned yoa'can do sway yith tlis ovil in oy 25
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Srrsor BRINDABAN ‘GHA’ W

‘ 1; S AN CHANDRA - GOS .
have alteady. : : AML:—~Y
Do s ¥ said that:you are not in favour of issuing passe]

A.—1 spoke:of new passes.-
\ ZP:IJUTT R?HINI KUMAR‘CHAU‘DHURE[':'_— .
* Q.—Then "your advide is that theé presen odions
consumer should not be reduced ? o preseilt fatforis ‘of a

A.—At-present that is my view. -

Q.—-—-Al.ld those persons who are under 40 with - passes, the
should continue their -passes - I

A.—Whel you have ‘given passesthow can you stopit?
They will not give up the habit. P you shopit
. Q:—Wonld you ¢continiie the réduction olicy -in-thd case of
those under 40 ? -

A.;—Becdi;sé' 5;61'1' lidve” already ‘eut 50 per ceénb: T do not
recontmend it.”

Q.— Amongst those under 40 there may be prrsons who gt
only half or one tola. Amongst, the uqregistpred men there may
be perfons who are gétting ‘two folas. In those cases there Wl
be a distinetion? . . L.

A.—You have ulreéciy admitted the distinction.---
rerwill bo'a ten

Q.—We gave' passes"on*condition -that- the
years reduction. ° Co - .

A.—T-do mot remember: :The order fof reduction came 10
1997 4nd there are passes that ‘were-issued before -th_at 2’“"1}{' '

Q.—You say that if you supply!-all 'the-_(lemzmc}‘ i-witl slop
smuggling and shortweight ?. -~ ' o

A.—Yes. : o
Q.—Then you agree there is 10 need for ‘the Eixcise ¢ a ot
o A.———-’I‘hérfef’ﬁiéy“iiot e nbeessity for flie specidl S8
there will be necessity for the district staﬁ ‘
Q.—1In order to supply the s;l(x{ops? S
A.—If you allow this policy.to continue e e -
__Please do nob mix up one question w(iﬂ{) ; gv(i)nr; i opl0
The tai{e to b 'mgt}lod o g:exgoyi.t}g’dt_}{g {d’féql;(? ‘in 'tyhzit ca.fs’e,‘ thero
their fall rations Which_ you ?:%yzs.e” B n the
is no necessity for any _Excise sta
", A.~—Isay there’ will be necess
& ditions. "..

410 giv'mg

3

opiugr under'ger{oaia}‘- con
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Q.~Then four position is‘remove the , demand and aive full
rations; or, give greater stafl 2 ' .
A.~Not greater, sinfl but sirengthien {he slafl ifs you decide
not fo give new passes, v ,
+ -+ Q~~TYou suggest thess two atternatives?

" A~Not exnctly alternatives. 1 give you these two sugges-
*lions, i

Q.= TitLor this or that ?
.+ Ac~Yes.
Q —You'considér- eheoking of smuggling by strongtr addi-
tionnl etafl is o' practical proposition ? ‘
A.~1t isnot practical, It is ouly one solution ns faracit
gocs.  I. cannot s give you a guaranide that .1 ea)i- stop it
completely. . .
+ Q.~Which do you prrsonally favour, removing the demand
or incrensing the stafl P

A~~Y think we shenld werk both ways.

. Q.1 T take either'of the two offers you' recommend; thero
is an cquial chance of suceess or failure?
. A.~T sy there will ho » better chance in {hie firet eate and
tome chance of suceess in the sceond ense,
- Q.~What+is the salg price of treasury opivm ¢
A~~Rupecs 1C0per.seer,
Q~~What is it in the ncight our'ng provinces ¢
A~—~Coach  Behar Re, 1.€.0; Hill Tippernh Re:I-160;
Bengal Re 1-10 0 yer tels,
Q.~Tvon if we give Jnsccs to everybody is pot there a
chanco of suck opium unde:solling Ascam teeasury opitm 7
A~The pricea 1 have given are thess thal are pa'd §a
thoto places, and not in Assam. Smuggling iy geing on beaawre
they make cnormous profits ntid those that want ofium wostd

pay any price.
Q.—You believe in the ceonemic theory, Iithe treasury
Trico is leys do you believe the peaplo will go to the 1mug Jen?
A ~TIn Avam yia mint compare the prices with the prices
at whish smopglad oplum is sl
Q~You doret undentard me. Now it s Lelj-ved el nt
ple purchiave orintmat n higher price troaus “they eannot pet
felt epium It is argeed that §f yon ke
regivies they will ke Heit opium. If -t
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siven on the one hand treasury opium at R .
at 4' ann s d . ’ . P 1 8. 2 and Malwa Opiul
at Re. 2‘{;38: 0 you believe that he would take the treasury opiui,

A —The ways of the smu ite di
. way! glers are quit “ Their '
cxpenditure is different, Theygha,ve to g::kz d};if:‘r’?;;g;l fqoilil(f
many things and they "pay highly for-spies, They also make
provision for the {family of a man if he gaes to the jail,

Q.—You say that the smugglers ave selling at Rs 9

‘ ;280
and assume there is & good murgin for the risk.g %o yogu meaI‘x
to say that they will not sell it at Re. 1-8-0 per tola ? ‘

A.-~The opium is selling at Rs. 40 in Bikaneer and Jodhpur,
Then the -smugglers must add their expenditure, Then again
these people will not lose their prestige for a small margin.

Q.—Bupposirg you put the sale price at Re, 1-4-07
A.—8mugglers will ecme to take pipm from you,
Q —Will you Lkindly tell we if it is not a fact-tbat there

has been a larger percentage of detection of smuggled opium
since the cieation of tLe special staff ?

A —7Yes there were more deteetions, -

Q.—The increase .of the number of detectio.ns does nob
'n ecessarily mean that there is an inerease in smoggling ?

A .—I think it means an increase of smuggling. - If there
had been no cases how, can people detect,

Q.—That is not my question. : I say «that more Cz}ses'?;i(
detected on account of the speeial staff and, this was not possibit
before when there was,no staff ? - A

 A.—Parfly it js 0, . - P

Raz Bamapur NILAMBAR DATTA (—
Q.—1Is the_ increase -in--smuggling, dpe'fo .the 10 per cent
Uf:? PR . - - . ¢ , o .
i A.—Tt'is due ’béth‘j“tg tlz@'igqn:pgrég%tr’ out apd' $he estrid

tion- - ¢ ‘:Zf "f:

Spifur ROHINI KUMAR OHAUDHURI — t f« i
~—Could \ou, tell me what -was the amount O %
smug%led(i}guthe gréar 1923-24-when there was 10 pass f;ystem an

1
no reduction ? - .
A.—DPractically there
rationed,r © ) < : : :

r + ! ) -

—

e Sh p y
ct]on P ‘ ,
4

-
. -~ { [V -~
f



373

Q —You s1y that on account of the rationing systum smug
gling bas started?

A ~—That is ono of tho veasons beoause rations were innle-
quate. I wm bringing o yuur notiee the defects of the policy.

Q —Do you think that it has been & good policy, I mean
tLo reductions of rations ?
bast A —1 consider it good but it wns' not made onn proper

2518

Q —There ware eases of smuggling_of opium _even prior tn
the starting of this reduction nud restriction pelicy ?

A.—1here wtre cases of opinm coming into Assam from
1928-21 when the shops were rationed.

Q —Da yon thinh that the coming of opiom jnto Atxam
Bbefote 1023-2% was less or more than in 182838 7

A —1 ennnot give you nny opinion sbout tuis T ean give

an idea of last year only. N
. Q.—Don't you decoy smuggless into this province ?
A —No

Q —Don't you sof up o purchaser dnd pay money fo that
man 1o that he brings you smuggled opiom ?

A —Wedothat with emugglers nho arc in Asam and we
never go outsaide Assam,

Q.—Therefore, the eares deteeted do not give an indieation
that they arc really eases of smuggling ?

A.--When A man smuggles opium rometimes wo engage o
£py and mako these purchases,

Q ~—Ts it the practico or not to decoy smugglors *
A.—That is not the practice. +

Q —Tor that purpase you talo advances of maacy in larze
sums from Government ? 2

A—~0Of courss I take adranices  Nul your queetizm i
decoyed smugglera.  That I deny. st mRER s A

Q ~—8o I say thatthe quanlity selially szeel 2om o -
ropresent tl e quantity voluntanly smuzgled 7

A ~1t must have bheon stnenlnd velenta iy

The Exe'ss Inepectar Mr, Gelad R I -
Special Superintendent said thyy h!:!;:z'.':.’ ‘:'::)‘:"M
Sakeu as his opinfan in all matters -
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- The: Committee, next, examined Dr. J. C. D;&S t—

Tho witness -submitled-a statemérit whi .
Committee. . . 8 slatemant which was ‘read lo the

- -, Examined by the CHAIRMAN :—

Q.—Do you think that if we follow the suggestion madein

' your statement.. weshall be successful and the country will
be flooded with smuggled.opium ? | ry will not

» A.=I do. ot believe \in’ smuggled: opiam. . How ¢an I?
There is the Excise Superintendent, the. Exeise . Inspeetor and a
whole host of them with. powers more. than,those enjoyed by the
police. " I know of a.case whed a Professor was hauled up ina
railway train. When there are odficers with such high powers
how can.I telieve in; smoggling'?; EBven if there is some smug-
gling it can only be very little.

Rar Barapur NILAMBAR “DATTA :—You speak-from
your experience in Kamrup P

. A.—Yes. I will give you one-instance. When'I was going

to Bogland, I was:caught at. Switgerland because I had 130
cigarettes with me, )

Mz. E.S. ROFFEY :—There is only one landing place
.there ? -
A.—But everybody knows from b hat source-opiam comes.

So far as I have.made enquiries Rajputand nisaone,‘%gg;g
another and Chinese opium on the.border : line. ~Algo 11
from Cooch Behar. . R

Q.—To you guggest that/all raily
passengers should be searched‘ P ) TR )

. A —Notalways! If-you-keep-a Proper. wateh. you ¢a

out these. L

. Q.~—You ‘have an’ idea“howv‘ m
frontier we have?

;- A.—X-cannot say.
Y ou advocate
t

Sriyur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURIL:
total prohibition imngedmtely ?
f A.-—:YBS.[

pay passengers and Tiver

any. hundred’ miles of Jand

k]
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It is sail by the Special Superintendent that the Tempo-
S wolrk:;:zlrpcisons il;tcrestcd in stamping out the evil do
wip ?
A.—~They never gk us.

Q.1 they want any help from respectable I;ooplc of this
1 do you think that they will refuse such a holp

A.—~T do not know that tloy bave ever approached any

Q.~Would you have any objeotion to help them ?
A~—~Tndoubtediy not.

Rar Bamapur NILAMBAR DATTA:—

Q.~Would you bie prepared to give evidencein Exeiso eases?
A~~Certainly if I know about a case.

Q. —Without any fees?

A.~—~Certainly, II 1happen to be porsonally there I will be
1 to help them ns a good oitizen ; that Is the duty of everyono.

Srrpur ROWINI KUMAR OHADDHEURT Do you think
t only peoplo Yike Rai Bahadar would help and not others p

P A—~Lvery good citizen should do it.

| The Committee then disoussed {ho guestion of fouring §

vy Valley beforo they drafted tbc‘;‘r report. M‘t';?cﬁx;;i Hizg
t districts of the Sumq Valley, opiom  does not coustitute n

Yous p oblem, the Committes decided to visit the valley in the

w that members of the general public may bo abla o assist |

 solutios of {ho problem ns it existed in the Province, "

!
The Committes then adjourned to

13 4.2, on Tuedday, tho 261k July 1095+ 1P at Sylliet

103, ) Ne T-1zi=g cagny,



